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To  Hia  ExeceUnqf  E.  A.  O'Neal, 

Oovemor  of  Mahama  : 
StR:^I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit,  in  accord&nce 
with  section  1538  of  the  Code,  the  Report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  for  the  years  1883  and  1884^ 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BrooB,  M.  D. 
Fremdent  of  the  Board  of  HeaUk 

of  the  State  <^  Alabama. 
Montgomery,  Jsnnary  29th,  1885. 
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ORGANIZATION. 


Under  tbe  laws  of  Alabama  the   Vfedical  Association  of 
tlie  State  is  made  tbe  State  Board  of  Health. 
Tbe  officers  for  1885  are  as  follows  i 

PRESIDENT. 
Franoifl  Marion  Peterson,  M.  D.,  QreeDaboro. 

nCE-PREBIDENTS. 
Lncins  Emeat  Star,  M.  D.,  Camden. 
'  Bicbard  Uattbew  Flotoher,  M.  D.,  UadiBOD. 

•  SECRETARY. 

,       Thomas  Alexander  Meaoa,  M.  D.,  Montgomery. 

TREASURER. 

Walter  Clark  Jaokson,  M.  D.,  Mootgomety. 
BOARD   OF  CENSORS  AND  COtmrrrEE  OF  PITBLIO   HEALTH. 
Jerome  Cochran,  H.  D,,  Mobile,  Ghairman. 
George  Aogastos  Ketchnm,  M.  D.,  Mobile. 
Jobn  JoSerson  Dement,  M.  D,,  Hnntsville. 
Peter  Bryce,  H.  D.,  TDakaloosa. 
William  Henry  Jobnston,  H.  D.,  Selma. 
Benjamin  Hogan  lUggs,  M.  D.,  Selma. 
Job  Sobieski  Westbsrly,  M.  D.,  Montgomery. 
John  Biobardson  Hoffman,  M.  D.,  Atbena. 
Samnel  Dibble  Seeleye,  M.  D.,  Montgomerj. 
William  Heniy  Sanders,  M  D.,  Mobile. 
BIATB  HEALTH   OFFICER. 
Jerome  Coehran,  M  D.,  Offloial  residence  Montgomery. 
All  commnnlcations  should  be  addreased  to  Dr.  Jerome  Coohnin,  Slate 
Health  Officer,  Hontgomery. 
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PART  I. 

THE  HEALTH  LAWS  OP  THE  STATE ;  AKD   THE 

REGULATIONS  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD 

OP  HEALTH. 
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8UMMABY  OF  CONTENTfl. 

The  Htallh  Law»  oj  Ihe  Hale— An  AH  to  EtIahlUh  Jiuar.!-  of  Ihahh  in 
Alabama— An  Act  to  Carry  into  Effect  the  Health  Lawi  of  the  Slale— 
An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Hupervxinon  of  the  Puhtir  Health  and  for  thr 
CoJUclion  qf  rifol  SlatUtirn  in  the  Sererol  Connliei  of  Alaliama—An 
Ah  to  Amend  SecUor,  lUl/i  of  the  Code — An  AH  to  prevent  Ihe  Introilvc- 
lion  and  fiyread  of  Ytlloxn  Fevrr  in  Ihe  Slate  of  Alabama — Itoii- 
pUalt,  Diteate,  Infection,  and  QtMranline — The  Onlinaneex  of  the 
State  Soanl  of  Health— An  Ordinanfe  in  Relation  to  the  CommiUee  of 
Public  Health— An  (kdirAuee.  Creating  a  Health  Officer  for  the  Stale  of 
Alabama — Nomenetalure  and  Staliili^al  Blanki — Commentaries  and 
Explanation*— Hi*torical  Sketrh-The  Adminittration  of  the  Health 
Lata  of  the  Slate— The  Stipertition  of  the  I'ublic  HeaUh—The  Collec- 
tion of  Vital  Slati»tic> — Tlie  Dalle*  of  the  County  Medical  SocieiieB — 
An  OrdiTtanee  in  Bthuion  to  the  CommitUe  of  Pablic  Health  and  the 
CoUeetion  of  Vital  Staii»tic*—The  Dnliei  of  the  Commilleei  of  Public 
HtaUh—Thc  Dutiet  of  the  County  HeaUh  Officeri—The  Ihtlie/  of  the 
Aniitanl  HeaUh  Officerit—The  Health  Ordinance  of  the  City  of  .VobiU- 
l%e  Policy  of  the  Slate  Board  of  Health  in  Relation  to  Notional 
Quarantine. 

The  Health  System  of  Alabama  is  included  :  (1)  In  sev- 
eral acts  of  the  Cteneral  Assembly  passed  at  the  instance  of 
the  Medical  Association  of  the  State,  which  here  follow  in 
their  proper  order ;  (2)  In  certain  general  laws  passed 
many  years  ago,  which  may  be  found  in  sections  1604  to 
1515  of  the  Code,  and  which  are  here  reprinted ;  (3)  In  the 
Health  Ordinances  from  time  to  time  enacted  by  the  Medi- 
cal Association  of  the  State  acting  as  the  State  Board  of 
He^th,  which  also  here  follow  in  their  proper  order. 
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THK  HK.U,rH  LAWS  (iF  THK  STATK. 

AN  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH  IN  THE  STATE  OF 
ALABAKA. 

Section  1.  Be  it  owcled  l»f  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Stoic  of  Alaliama,  That  the  Medical  AssociatioD  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  organized  in  accordance  with  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution,  which  was  adopted  by  said  Asso- 
ciation at  its  annual  meeting  in  the  city  of  Tusksloosa,  in 
March,  1873,  be  and  is  hereby  constituted  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Sec.  2.  Be  Ufurtlter  enacted.  That  the  Board  of  Health 
of  the  State  of  Alabama,  thus  established,  shall  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  interests  of  health  and  life  among  the  people 
of  the  State ;  shall  inrestigate  the  causes  and  mean^  of  pre- 
vention of  endemic  and  epidemic  diseases;  shall  investigate 
the  influences  of  localities  and  employments  upon  the  pub- 
lic health ;  shall  from  time  to  time  make  to  the  General 
Assembly  such  suggestions  as  to  legislative  action  as,  in 
their  judgment,  may  seem  advisable ;  and  shall  be,  in  all 
ways,  the  medical  advisers  of  the  State. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  Board  of  Health 
of  Alabama  shall  make  to  the  Governor,  for  transmission 
to  the  General  Assembly,  an  annual  report  of  their  investi- 
gations and  transactions;  of  which  annual  reports  there 
shall  be  annually  published,  as  other  reports  transmitted 
through  the  Oovemor  to  the  General  Assembly,  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  for  distribution  among  the  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  such  additional  num- 
bers as  may  be  deemed  advisable  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
changing for  the  reports  of  similar  associations  in  other 
States. 

SEa  i.  Be  it  further  enacteii.  That  the  County  Medical 
Societies  in  affiliation  with  the  Medical  Association  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  and  oi^anized  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  said  Association,  as 
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described  in  the  first  section  ot  this  act,  be  and  are  lierebj 
constituted  Boarda  of  Health  tor  their  respective  couDties; 
and,  as  ancb,  shall  be  under  the  general  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  created  b;  the 
first  section  of  this  act. 

Sec,  5.  Be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  Tliat  the  County  Boards  of 
Health  thus  established  shall  have  only  advisory  powers, 
and  shall  be  conducted  without  expense  to  the  State  or  to 
their  respective  counties,  except  under  the  conditions  pro- 
vided for  under  the  sixth  section  of  this  act,  which  here 
follows : 

SEa  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  competent  legal 
authorities  of  any  county  in  this  State,  or  of  any  incorpor- 
ated town  or  city  of  any  such  county,  shall,  whenever  in 
their  judgment  it  becomes  expedient  to  do  so,  proceed  to 
invest  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  county  with  such  execu- 
tive powers  and  duties  for  the  promotion  of  the  public 
health,  and  under  such  rules  and  stipulations  as  shall  be 
^^ed  upon  between  the  two  parties. 

Sec,  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  any  such  ^.rree- 
meut  as  is  contemplated  in  section  six  of  this  act,  the  right 
to  elect  or  appoint  the  officers  and  servants  employed  in  the 
administration  of  the  sanitary  regulations  so  agreed  upon, 
shall,  in  all  cases,  be  reserved  to  the  Board  of  Health ;  and 
further,  that  all  questions  relating  to  salaries,  appropria- 
tions and  expenditures,  shall  be  reserved  to  the  legal 
authorities  of  the  county,  town,  or  city,  as  the  case  may  be. 

&SC  8.  Be  it  furtlier  enacted.  That  no  Board  of  Health,  or 
advisory  or  executive  medical  body  of  any  name  or  kind, 
for  the  exercise  of  public  health  functions,  shaU  be  estab- 
lished by  authority  of  law  in  any  county,  town,  or  city  of 
this  State,  except  such  as  are  contemplated  by  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  the  object  of  this  prohibition  being  to  se- 
csre  a  uniform  system  of  sanitary  supervision  throughout 
the  State.  But  nothing  in  this  article  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  prevent  any  of  the  Boards  of  Health  created  by  sec- 
tion four  of  this  act  from  accepting  and  executing  any  spe- 
cial powers  that  may  be  granted  them  by  the  General  As- 
sembly  of   the   State;    Provided,   That  this   act   may   be 
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chaoged,  modified,  or  repealed  at  any  time,  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Geoeral  Assembly  of  this  State. 
Approved  February  19,  1875. 


AN   ACT  TO  CARRY  INTO  EFFECT  THE  HEALTH  LAVS  OP  THE  STATE. 

Seciion  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  lite  General  Asaemily  of  Ala- 
bama, That  the  sutn  of  three  thousand  ($3,000)  dollars  a 
year,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  tor  that  pur- 
pose, be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  carry  into 
effect  the  health  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  appropriation 
shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  which  said  Board  of  Health 
shall  make,  annually,  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  an  item- 
ized report  of  its  expenditurett  under  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  appropriation 
shall  be  paid  from  time  to  time  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Auditor,  which  warrants 
shall  be  drawn  on  the  requisitions  of  the  said  Board  of 
Health  through  its  presiding  ofiBcer. 

Sec.  i.  Jie  il  fartlter  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  take 
effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  12,  1879. 


AN  ACT  TO  PBOYIDE  FOR  THE  BUPEEVI8I0N  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
AND  FOB  THE   COLLECTION   OF   VITAL  8EATI8TIC8  IN  THE    BEV- 
EBAL  C00NTIE8  OF  T^  STATE  OF  ALABAMA. 
Sechon  1.     Be  it  enacted  %  the  General  AasemUy  of  Ala- 
bnma.  That   in  every   county  in  the  State  of  Alabama  in 
which  there  may  be  a  county  board  of  health  organized  in 
accordance  with  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled, 
"An  act  to  establish  boards  of  health  in  the  State  of   Ala- 
bama," which  was  approved  on  the  19th  day  of   February, 
1875,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  County  Board  of  Health  : 
(1)     To  supervise  the  administration  of   the  health  laws  of 
the  State  in  such  coanty,  and  especially  the  regulations  made 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  health  and  for  the  collection 
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of  vital  statistics.  (2)  To  esamine  ioto  all  cases  of  mulig- 
nant,  pestilential,  infectious,  epidemic  ami  eademic  diseaaes 
that  may  occur  in  such  county,  and  the  causes  thereof,  and 
to  take  eucli  steps  as  may  be  neoesaary  for  tbeir  abatement 
and  prevention,  not  inconsistent  with  law  and  to  the  extent 
of  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal.  (3)  To  examine  into 
all  such  nuisances  as  may  tend  to  endanger  the  health  of  the 
county,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  for  their 
abatement  and  prevention  not  inconsistent  with  law  and  to 
the  extent  of  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal,  {i)  To 
exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  sanitary'  regulations 
of  all  the  public  institutions  of  the  county,  and  including 
the  hospitals,  asylums,  work-bouses,  prisons,  markets  and 
public  schools.  (5)  To  supervise  and  regulate,  within  the 
county,  all  matter  pertaining  to  quarantines  and  quarantine 
physicians,  including  all  measures  of  detention  and  disin- 
fection of  all  vessels  and  vehicles,  freights  and  passengers, 
coming  trom  places  against  which  quarantine  may  have 
been  lawfully  proclaimed. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  furOiei'  enmi^f,  That  in  each  and  every  of 
all  such  counties  in  this  State  as  are  indicated  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act :  (1)  That  no  person  laboring  under  any 
pestilential  or  infectious  disease  shall  come  or  be  brought 
into  any  such  county,  or  removed  from  place  to  place  within 
the  limits  of  any  such  county,  except  under  such  regula- 
tions of  the  county  board  of  health  as  they  may  see  fit  from 
time  to  time  to  prescribe.  (2)  That  no  human  body  which 
has  died  from  any  pestilential  or  infectious  disease  shall  be 
brought  into  any  such  county,  or  removed  from  place  to 
place  withiu  the  limits  of  any  such  county,  except  under 
such  regulations  as  the  county  board  of  health  may  from 
time  to  time  prescribe. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  furfker  enacted.  That  in  each  and  every  of 
aU  such  counties  in  this  State  as  are  indicated  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act :  (1)  That  the  county  board  of  health 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  any  vacancy  may  exist  in 
aach  office,  elect  a  health  officer  for  the  county  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  the  State  and  fix  his  term  of  office. 
(2)  That  every  such  health  officer  shall  give  bond,  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  law  and  to  be  approved  by  the  probate 
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judfifi  of  the  county,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  his 
salary  for  one  year.  (3)  That  every  anch  health  officer  shall 
receive  such  salary  as  the  board  of  county  commissioaers 
or  the  board  of  reTenue  may  from  time  to  time  determine, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury  as  are  the  salaries  of 
other  county  officers.  (4)  That  every  such  health  officer 
may  be  at  any  time  summarily  removed  from  office,  by  the 
county  board  of  health,  for  inefficiency  or  neglect  of  duty, 
or  malfeasance  in  office  or  other  sufficient  cause. 

Sec.  4.  Be  if  further  enocleil.  That  in  each  and  every  of 
all  such  counties  in  this  State  as  are  indicated  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act :  (1)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
county  health  officer,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
county  board  of  health,  aud  in  accordance  with  the  health 
laws  of  the  State,  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the 
sanitary  interests  of  the  county.  (2)  That  in  all  cases 
wherein  he  may  discover  the  existence  of  anything  which, 
in  his  judgment,  is  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  county, 
lie  shall  promptly  cause  the  laws  applicable  thereto  for  the 
correction  of  the  evil  to  be  enforced.  (3)  That  if,  hi  his 
judgment,  there  be  no  laws  applicable  to  the  correction  of 
the  evil,  he  shall  make  to  the  county  board  of  health  a  full 
report  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  accompanied 
with  his  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  any  special  action. 
(41  That  he  shall  make  diligent  inquiry  into  all  cases  of 
pestilential  or  infectious  diseases  that  may  occur  in  the 
county,  cause  immediate  measures,  not  inconsistent  with 
law,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  means  placed  at  his  disposal, 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  such  diseases  from 
such  cases,  and  report  all  the  facts  promptly  to  the  county 
board  of  health.  (5)  That  he  shall  from  time  to  time  ob- 
tain supplies  of  reliable  vaccine,  at  the  expense  of  the 
county,  which  he  shall  furnish  to  the  physicians  of  the 
county  free  of  charge.  (B)  That  when  prepared  to  do  so, 
he  shall  vaccinate,  without  charge,  all  such  indigent  per- 
sons as  shall  make  application  at  his  ofBce  for  that  pur- 
pose. (7)  That  he  shall  discharge  such  other  executive 
health  functions  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  ordered  by 
the  county  board  of  health. 

Sec.  5.     Se  it  further  minded,  That  in  each  and  every  of 
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all  snch  coTinties  in  this  State  ae  are  indicated  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act :  (1)  Tbat  the  county  health  officer  shall 
keep  a  book,  to  be  atyled  "  The  Register  of  Birtbs,"  in 
which  he  shall  register  all  the  births  that  may  occur  in  the 
county,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  from  time  to 
time  prescribed  bj  the  county  board  of  healtb.  (2)  That 
in  order  that  this  registration  of  births  may  be  adequately 
carried  out,  every  physician,  every  midwife,  and  every  other 
person  who  may  attend  any  case  of  midwifery  or  cliild-birth 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  shall  make  to  the  county 
health  officer,  and  within  auch  limit  of  time  after  its  occur- 
rence as  may  be  from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  county 
board  of  health,  a  full  report  of  every  snch  case,  specifying 
the  names  of  the  parents,  the  date  of  the  birtb,  and  the  ^x 
and  color  of  the  child,  together  with  such  other  details  as 
may  be  from'time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  county  board 
of  health.  (3)  Tha4  the  county  health  officer  shall  keep  a 
book  to  be  styled  "  The  Register  of  Deaths,"  in  which  he 
shall  register  all  the  deaths  that  may  occur  in  the  county, 
under  such  r^ulations  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  county  board  of  health.  (4)  That  the  county 
health  officer  shall  supervise  all  the  certificates  of  death,  to 
see  that  they  are  properly  made  out  with  the  forms  of  the 
certificates  and  the  nomenclature  of  the  diseases  iu  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  county  board  of  health. 
(6)  That  in  all  cases  of  deatb,  in  which  no  proper  certifi- 
cate can  be  otherwise  obtained  the  county  health  officer 
shall  make  out  the  required  certificate,  except  that  in  cases 
which  require  the  intervention  of  the  coroner,  that  officer 
shall  be  promptly  notified.  (6)  That  iu  order  that  this 
registration  of  deaths  may  be  adequately  carried  out,  every 
physician,  every  midwife  and  every  other  person  who  may 
have  been  in  charge  of  any  patient  at  the  time  of  death, 
shall  make  to  the  county  health  officer,  and  within  such 
limit  of  time  after  its  occurrence  as  may  be  from  time  to 
time  prescribed  by  the  county  board  of  health,  a  full  report 
of  every  such  death,  specifying  the  name,  age,  ses,  color, 
date,  place,  and  cause  of  death,  together  with  such  other 
details  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  conuty 
board  of  health.     (7)  That  the  county  health  officer  shall 
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keep  a  book  to  be  styled  "  The  Bef^ster  of  Infectioas  Dis- 
eases," in  which  he  shall  register  all  cases  of  pestilential  or 
iufectious  diseases  that  may  occur  io  the  couDty,  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  prescribed  by 
the  comity  board  of  health.  (8)  That  in  order  that  this 
registration  may  be  adequately  carried  out,  every  physician 
and  every  other  person  practicing  medicine  in  the  county 
shall  make  to  the  county  health  officer,  and  within  such 
limit  of  time  after  its  occurrence  and  recognition  as  may  be 
from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  county  board  of  health, 
a  full  report  of  every  such  case  of  pestilential  or  infectioos 
disease  that  he  may  be  called  upon  to  treat,  within  the 
limits  of  the  county,  specifying  the  character  of  the  disease, 
the  name  of  the  patient  and  the  locality  in  which  the  patient 
is  to  be  found,  together  with  such  other  details  as  may  be 
from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  county  board  of  health. 
(9)  That  every  citizen  or  head  of  a  family  upon  whose 
premises  there  may  oircur  any  case  of  pestilential  or  infec- 
tious disease,  not  under  the  charge  of  any  physician,  shall 
in  like  manner  report  the  facts  to  the  county  health  officer. 
Sec.  6.  Bt  it  furHier  enadnl.  That  in  each  and  every  of 
all  such  counties  in  this  State  as  are  indicated  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act :  (1)  That  the  county  board  of  health 
shall  also  appoint  from  time  to  time  such  assistant  health 
officers,  and  in  such  numbers,  and  distributed  in  such  way 
through  the  county  as  to  them  the  public  convenience  may 
seem  to  reqnire.  (2)  That  these  assistant  health  officers 
shall  keep,  severally,  registers  of  births,  registers  of  deaths, 
and  registersof  infectious  diseases  of  the  same  character  as 
those  required  to  be  kept  by  the  county  health  officers.  (3) 
That  physicians  and  midwives  and  other  citizens,  may  report 
births,  deaths,  and  cases  of  pestilential  or  infectious  diseases 
to  any  of  these  assistant  health  officers  instead  of  to  the 
county  health  officer  himself  whenever  they  find  it  more  con- 
venient to  do  so.  (4)  That  the  same  regulations  that  may 
apply,  from  time  to  time,  to  reports  made  to  the  county 
health  officers  shall  also  apply  to  reports  made  to  these 
assistant  health  officers.  (5)  That  the  assistant  health 
officer  shall  make  such  reportsof  the  births,  the  deaths,  and 
the  cases  of  pestilential  or  infectious  diseases  registered  by 
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them  as  the  county  board  of  health  may  from  time  to  time 
prescribe.  (6)  Tliat  tlie  asBiBtant  health  officers  shall  serve 
the  conDty  in  the  ways  indicated  without  pay,  and  may  be 
at  any  time  anmmarily  removed  from  office  by  the  county 
board  of  health. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  furiher  enacted.  That  in  each  and  every  of 
all  such  counties  in  this  State  as  are  indicated  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act :  (1)  That  the  county  health  officer  shall 
make  to  the  county  board  of  health,  snoh  weekly,  monthly 
and  annual  reports  of  all  the  business  done  in  connection 
with  his  office,  including  the  report  on  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  county,  the  reportof  the  births,  deaths  and  infectious 
diseases,  and  such  other  reports  as  the  said  county  board  of 
health  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe.  (2)  That  the  county 
board  of  health  shall  make  to  the  county  board  of  commis- 
sioners or  the  board  of  revenue,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
also  in  duplicate  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  durinj; 
the  month  uf  January  of  every  year,  a  full  and  complete 
annual  report  of  all  the  sanitary  work  done  in  the  county 
durinj;  the  preceding  calendar  year  by  them  or  under  their 
orders,  the  said  annual  report  to  contain  all  the  vital  and 
sanitary  statistics  of  the  county,  to|^ther  with  such  other 
information  and  suggestions  and  recommendations  in  regard 
to  the  public  health  as  to  the  county  board  of  health  may 
seem  advisable,  or  may  be  from  time  to  time  required  by  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  or  board  of  revenue,  or  by 
the  State  Boai-d  of  Health. 

Sec.  8.  Be  U  further  enacted.  That  in  each  and  every  of 
all  such  counties  as  are  indicated  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act :  (1)  That  the  wilful  failure  or  refusal  of  any  physician, 
midwife,  head  of  family,  or  other  citizen,  to  perform  any  of 
the  requirements  of  this  act,  shall  be  accounted  a  misde- 
meanor. (2)  That  any  physician,  midwife,  bead  of  family, 
or  other  citizen,  so  wilfully  offending  shall  be  punished  on 
conviction  thereof,  before  any  court  of  competent  jarisdic- 
^  tion,  by  a  fine  for  each  and  every  such  offense  of  not  less 
than  ten  dollars,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  in  the  case  of 
any  physician  ;  and  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  more 
than  twenty-five  dollars  in  the  case  of  any  midwife,  head  of 
family  or  other  citizen. 
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Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  each  and  eyery  oi 
all  such  counties  as  are  indicated  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act :  (1)  That  for  the  purpose  of  securing  uniformity  of 
statistical  reports,  the  county  boards  of  health  shall  execute 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  accordance  with  auch  regula- 
tions as  may  be  from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  (2)  That  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
county  boards  of  health  shall  make  no  expenditures  of 
money,  except  such  as  may  be  authorized  from'time  to  time 
by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  or  board  of  revenue. 

Seo.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  and  are 
hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  shall  have  effect  from  and 
after  its  passive. 

Approved  February  28,  1881. 


AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  SECTION   1515  OF  THE  CODE. 

Section  1.  Be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Genera}  Assemf^y  o/ 
Alabama,  That  section  1515  of  the  Code  of  Alabama  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Section  1515  (1222).  Authority  of  Courts  of  County  Com- 
missioners.— Courts  of  County  Commissioners,  with  respect 
to  quarantine,  and  thfe  establishment  of  hospitals  for  per- 
sons infected  with  contagious  dineaaes,  have  the  same  au- 
thority which,  under  this  chapter,  towns  have;  and  such 
courts  may  establish  such  hospitals  and  make  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases ;  and  appoint 
such  guards  and  superintendents  as  may  be  necessary  to 
effect  their  object.  And  the  probate  judj^e,  when  supported 
in  bis  judgment  by  the  opinion  of  three  respectable  citizens 
of  the  county,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  competent  licensed 
physician,  if  in  his  discretion  he  shall  deem  it  necessary, 
shall  have  power  to  establish  such  hospitals,  and  make  such  • 
rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases,  and  appoint 
such  guards  and  superintendents  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
to  effect  his  object ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  probate 
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jnd^e,  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter,  fo  call  together  the 
court  of  cominisaionerB,  who  may  ratify,  change  or  disaffirm 
the  acts  of  the  probate  judge. 
Approved  February  10,  1883. 


TO   PK£VENT  THE  INTRODUCTION  AND   BPKEAD  OF  YltLLOW  FEVEB 
IN  THE  STATE  OF  AIABAIU. 

Seotion  1.  Se  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  Ala- 
bamn.  That  whenever  the  health  officer  or  probate  judge  of 
the  county  of  Bscambia  makes  complaint  on  oath  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama  that  there  is  a  good  oaase 
of  suapicion  or  belief  that  the  disease  of  yellow  fever  exists 
in  Peusacola  or  Milton  or  other  place  in  the  counties  of 
Escambia  or  Santa  Bosa  ia  the  State  of  Florida,  it  shall  be* 
the  duty  of  th$  Governor  to  forthwith  inquire  into  the  truth 
of  the  complaint  so  made,  and  if  found  to  be  true,  to  notify 
the  probate  judge  of  Escambia  county  without  unneoesaary 
delay. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  jwriher  enacted.  That  upon  the  receipt  of 
notice  from  the  Governor  as  provided  in  section  one  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  probate  judge  of  Escambia 
county  to  proceed  at  once,  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws . 
now  in  force,  to  prevent  the  introduction  and  spread  of  con- 
tagious or  iufectioua  diseasess  and  to  establish  such  hospit- 
als and  appoint  such  guards  as  may  be  necessary  and  suit- 
able for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  3.  Be  itfurthe.r  cimcteft.  That  the  sum  of  one  thous- 
and dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is 
hereby  annually  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  incur- 
red under  this  act  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
warrant  of  the  Auditor,  who  shall  give  his  warrants  to 
snch  persons  as  present  the  order  of  the  probate  judge 
of  Escambia  county,  approved  by  the  Governor,  in  the 
amounts  certified  to  be  due  them  for  services  performed 
under  this  act 

Sec,  4.  Be.  it  furiher  enacted.  That  any  officer  failing  to 
perform  the  duties  required  under  this  act  shall  be  deemed 
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I^uiltj  of  miademeanor,  and  upou  conviotioD  must  be  fined 
not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars. 
Approved  February  17, 1885. 


THE  HKALTH  OIUHNANCKR  (IF  WE  ASSOlTATIOX. 

AM  OBDniAMOE  IN    BELATION    TO    THE     COMMnTEE     OF    pnBLIC 
HEALTH. 

1.  Beit  ordained  hy  the  Medical  Associallon  of  the  Stoit  rf 
Alabama,  That  tlie  Board  of  Censors  of  tlie  Medical  Aasoci- 
ation  of  the  State  of  Alabama  be  and  is  hereby  constituted 
the  Commitlee  of  Public  Health  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

2.  BeU  further  ordained.  That  the  Committee  of  Public 
Health  shall  be  the  supervisory  and  immediately  responsi- 

-  ble  agents  of  the  Association  in  the  discharge  of  its  functions 
as  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State. 

3.  Be  ii/urther  ordained,  That  the  Committee  of  Public 
Health  shall  act  as  a  general  committee  of  reference  in  all 
matters  relating  to  the  sanitary  interests  of  the  State,  and 
this  both  during  the  sessions  and  during  the  intervals  be- 
tween the  sessions  of  the  Association. 

4.  Be  it  further  ordaifted.  That  the  Committee  of  Public 
Health  shall  prepare  for  the  consideration  of  the  Associa- 
tion such  plans  and  suggestions  as  from  time  to  time  may 
seem  to  them  expedient  and  proper. 


AN  OEDINASOB   CREATING  A  HEALTH  OFFICER  FOB  THE  STATE  OF 
ALABAMA. 

Be  it  ordained  bij  the  Medical  Association  of  the  Staff  of 
Alabama  (1),  That  this  Association,  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  heruby  au- 
thorizes the  election,  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may 
require,  of  an  executive  health  officer  to  be  entitled  the 
Health  Officer  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

(2)  That  the  said  Health  Officer  shall  be  elected  by  the 
Committee  of  Public  Health  of  this  Association ;  that  his 
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term  of  service  shall  be  for  five  years;  and  that  he  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  aonual  appropriation  made  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  to  carry  into  effect  the  health  laws  of  the 
State  sach  annual  salary  as  the  Committee  of  Public  Health 
may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

(3)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Health  Officer 
to  keep  the  books  and  papers,  and  to  eondnet  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  State  Board  of  Health  ;  to  give  such  assist- 
ance in  the  organization  of  the  County  Boards,  and  in  the 
conduct  of  their  subsequent  operations,  as  may  be  ordered 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health;  to  obtain  from  the  County 
Boards  of  Health,  and  from  other  available  sources,  the 
fulleat  possible  reports  in  regard  to  the  diseases  of  the  sev- 
eral counties,  and  of  the  causes  in  which  such  diseases 
originate  ;  to  prepare,  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  an  annual  report  upon  the  vital  aud  mortuary 
statistics  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  State ;  and  to 
make  such  special  investigations  of  endemic  and  of  epidemic 
diseases,  and  of  other  problems  in  sanitary  science  as  may 
be  ordered  by  the  State  Board  of  Health.  ■ 

(4)  That  the  said  Health  Officer  shall  be  the  general  ex- 
ecutive officer  of  the  State  Board  of  Health ;  that  in  the 
intervals  between  the  annual  sessions  of  the  Association  he 
shall  be  under  the  orders  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Health 
of  the  Association  ;  and  that  he  may  be  at  any  time  re- 
moved from  office  by  the  said  Committee  of  Public  Health 
for  incompetency,  or  malfeasance  in  office,  or  other  suf- 
ficient cause. 

Done  in  annual  session  in  the  City  of  Selma,  April  11th, 
Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aeventy- 
nine. 


AN  obdina:ice  in  relation  to  the  public  health  and 

THE  COLLKCTION  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Be  it  Ordained  by  the  Blank  County  Mfdical  Hociflu,  (1)  That  the 
Buard  of  Ccnsura,  a<:ting  us  a  Cuminitte  of  Public  Health,  Bhull,  friim 
time  to  time,  wheanver  any  vai^aury  may  exist  in  such  oRicc,  elect  a 
health  offiier  [or  tliu  euunly  and  flc  Iijh  term  of  office;  anil  that  saiti 
health  officer  shall  be  un<]er  the  immediate  direction  and  control  of  aaid 
committee  of  public  health. 
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(2)  Tliat  all  Doctors,  mi'iwjven,  heads  of  familieH  ami  niher  in'rHcms 
whose  lawful  duty  it  is  to  report  hirtlis  and  deaths  to  the  County  I-[oalth 
tinicer  Hhail  make  said  re|mrta  promptly  upon  the  <ici-«rreniMMi[  siiid 
births  Biid  deutliH ;  and  at  the  Ii>nKG3t,  ;ill  birth.-*  and  ili-nthn  iM-i'iirrinj; 
in  any  calender  month,  must  he  reported  In  said  O'lniily  Health  Officer 
by  the' tenth  day  day  of  the  ualender  mont'i  next  followiii';:  I'rnviileil, 
that  any  report  made  to  any  A-iHistant  Health  Olli  "er  shall  hi'  eoiiHider.'d 
as  made  to  tliu  Health  Ufliut:-  of  the  Ooiinly. 

(3)  Tiiatall  physicians,  heads  of  families,  ami  othur  iier<iins  wlume 
lawfnl  duty  it  in  t<i  report  eases  of  pe.<tilenltnl  or  infections  discasex  to 
tlie  County  Health  Officer  nliall  make  )iai<l  reports  promptly  on  the  nc,- 
currenceand  recognition  of  said  peHtileiitial  or  infe<;iioUHra«!sof  diiteaKt', 
Mid  at  the  lo'^geat,  all  such  ease 4  of  piistilentlut  or  infeiitions  diseases 
must  be  n-ported  to  said  County  Heultli  Officer  within  twenty-foiirhnurti 
ftfter  Uieir occurrence  and  recognition,  due  eonsjderation  iH'inj;  hud  f'lr 
distances  and  other  providential  hindrances;  PravUUd.  that  any  regiort 
made  (a  any  Assistant  Health  Ofticer  shall  be  consitlered  as  made  to  the 
County  Health  Officer, 

(4)  That  the  report  of  a  birth  shall  indudo  the  followini;  details, 
namely :  Date  of  birth ;  sex  of  child ;  part  presenting — heail — breach — 
cross ;  place  of  birth ;  mother's  name  in  full ;  mother's  pl.ice  of  birth ; 
mother's  color — white — black —mulatto.  Father's  name  in  full ;  father's 
place  ot  birth ;  father's  color — white — black — mulatto.    Name  of  intorm- 

(5)  That  the  report  of  a  deatli  shall  include  the  following  details, 
namely ;  Date  of  death ;  name  in  full ;  place  of  birth ;  aj;e  in  years, 
months  and  days;  sei;  color;  occupation;  married, single,  or  widowed; 
if  an  infant,  name  of  father  and  name  of  mother ;  place  of  death  ;  cause 
of  death  ;  place  of  burial.     Name  of  informant. 

(6)  That  a  report  of  a  case  of  pestilential  or  infectious  disease  shall 
include  the  following  details,  namely :  The  name  of  the  disease,  with 
date  of  occurrence  and  origin  when  this  is  known;  ll^ename,  age,  color, 
sex,  and  social  condition  of  the  patient;  the  place  in  which  the  patient 
is  to  be  found ;  the  names  of  such  other  persons  as  may  be  exposed  to 
danger  of  infection.     Name  of  informant. 

(7)  That  the  Committee  of  Public  Health  shall  make  to  this  Society 
from  time  to  time,  in  annual  and  special  reports,  full  and  prompt  state- 
ments of  all  their  proceedings  under  this  prdinance  and  under  the  con- 
stitution of  this  Society,  to  the  end  that  said  proceedings  may  be  duly 
considered  and  discussed  and  submitted  to  the  approval  or  disapproval 
of  this  Society;  and  thisespecially  in  regard  to  such  proceedings  asmay 
give  rise  to  legal  questions — such  as  the  election  of  health  officers,  and 
the  recommendation  of  quarantine. 


NOMENCLATURE  AND   BTATISTICAL  BLANKS. 

The  nomenclature  of  diaeoses  adopted  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  to  be  used  in  the  return  of  deaths  and  the  com- 
pilation of  mortuary  statistics,  is  that  of  the  Boyal  Oollege 
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:f  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  London,  of  which  a  snmmarj 
■:11  be  found  in  another  part  of  thin  Report. 

Snch  blanks  as  are  needed  for  the  collection  of-  vital  sta- 
tistics are  printed  by  the  Stnte  Board  of  Health,  and  will  be 
».,™;=i.^^  (^  H.fl  nn,.nt«  R«or,T<.  «f  HfloUl.  onapplication  to 

oard  of  Health 
e  of  well-bound 
ded,  the  tollow- 
ir  the  county  of 
oanty  of  Blank. 

,nt  Health  Offi- 
em,  with  bonnd 
Her  dimensions, 
and  permanent 
separate  health 
3ne,  the  Goanty 
it  is  an  expense 
selves ;  and  it  is 
:s  of  the  several 
I  importance  of 
requisite  funds, 
(he  State  Board 
)fficers  with  na- 
me way  as  the 


1th  blank  formi 


Colors,  Months, 


bvGoogIc 
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(7)  Anniial  Beport  of  Deaths  by  Caases,  Oolora,  Sexes, 
anci  Ages. 

(8)  Clinical  Record  ;  for  Reports  of  Cases. 

(9)  Certificate  of  Case  of  Infectious  Disease. 

All  of  these  blank  forms  are  famished  to  county  boards 
of  health  on  appticatioc  to  the  State  Health  Officer. 


JigiLizedbyGoOglc 


COMMENTARIES  ANU  EXPLANATIONS. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 

MaMschnaetts  was  the  first  Stat«  in  the  Union  to  create  a  State  board 
of  health,  the  board  being  compoeed  of  seven  members,  some  of  them 
phyricians,  some  lawyers,  and  some  merchants,  and  all  of  them  ap- 
pointed by  the  Qovemor  ol  the  Statu.  This  system  was  established  by 
an  act  of  the  Legialaturp  in  1867.  By  an  older  law,  which  was  continued 
in  operation,  the  municipal  authorities,  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
non-medical  men,  were  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  health  of 
the  towns.  In  1870,  this  Massachusetts  system  was  adopted  by  the 
State  of  California,  and  it  has  been  adopted  since  then  by  a  number  of 
other  States.  Indeed,  in  all  of  the  States  in  which  State  Boards  of 
Health  have  been  established,  with  the  exception  of  Alabama,  the 
Haasachueetts  law  has  been  taken  as  the  model. 

At  the  annual  session  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  which 
was  held  in  Ban  .Francisco  in  1471,  a  committee  was  appointed,  com- 
posed of  one  memOer  for  each  of  the  Stales,  and  this  committee  was 
charged  with  the  daty  of  urging  npon  the  several  Stale  LegiaUtures  the 
importance  to  the  public  welfare  of  the  establishment  in  all  the  States 
of  State  Boards  of  Health.  The  committee  prepared  a  memorial,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  urging  upon  them  the 
adoption  of  the  Massachusetts  plan,  and  this  memorial  was  presented 
to  the  Legislatare  of  Alabama  in  the  winter  of  the  same  year,  IflT],by 
the  disUnguished  Alabama  member  of  the  committee,  who  pressed  its 
claims  with  his  usual  enei^  and  ability,  and  with  the  countenance  and 
support  of  many  of  our  leading  physicians.  Some  of  the  members  o( 
the  Stale  Medical  Association  had  already  thought  out  (or  themselves  a 
different,  and,  as  they  believed,  a  much  better  system,  that,  namely, 
which  has  been  subsequently  adopted  in  this  State,  and  these  threw  the 
weight  of  their  influence  into  the  scales  against  the  Massachusetts  plan, 
and  thereby  secured  its  defeat. 

At  the  session  of  the  Association  which  was  held  in  Huntsville  in  1872, 
both  of  these  plans  of  State  health  supervision— the  old  Massachusetts 
plan  and  the  new  Alabama  plan— were  brought  up  by  their  respective 
advocates  for  consideration.  The  discussion  was  conducted  with  much 
earnestness  on  both  sides,  and  resulted  in  the  emphatic  endorsement  by 
the  Association  of  the  new  plan.  The  distinctive  features  of  our  Ala- 
bama system  are  now  too  well  known  to  need  recapitulation  here.  It 
ts  enough  to  mention  that  in  It  the  State  Association  is  made  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  with  a  general  supervision  of  tbe  County  Boards  of 
Health,  while  the  (unctions  of  County  Boards  of  Health  are  invested  in 
the  several  County  Medical  Societies,  thus  virtoally  engaging  all  the 
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doctors  o*  the  State  in  the  Moitary   servi<:e   o(   tlie  people,   and  in  the 
administration  of  the  health  laws  o(  the  State. 

At  the  annual  session  oF  the  Association  in  Selma  in  1B74,  this  plan 
was  again  presented  for  discussion,  this  time  in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  which 
included  all  the  formal  details  that  were  considered  necessary  for  lei^l 
enactment.  It  was  unanimously  approved  by  tiie  Association,  and  the 
Board  of  Censors  were  ordered  to  present  it  to  the  Leuislature.  This 
was  dnly  done,  anil  the  bill  was  enacted  into  a  law  in  January,  IH'^  . 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  interesting  history  connected  wiih  the  develop- 
ment of  our  system,  and  the  gradual  lulfillment  of  our  hopes  by  legis- 
lative action ;  but  this  may  be  paseud  over  for  the  present,  it  being  only 
necessary  to  add  here  that  tlie  law  of  1875  was  supplemented  in  18Tt)  by 
an  act  appropriating  the  annual  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  for  the 
use  of  the  State  Board,  and  in  1S61  by  an  act  to  provide  for  ttie  super- 
vision of  the  pnblic  health  and  the  collection  of  vital  statiijtics  in  the 
several  counties  of  the  State. 

We  have  recognized,  from  the  beginning  of  the  uoveineut,  which 
has  been  BO  briefly  described,  how  extremely  difficult  it  is  to  devise  and 
administer  a  system  of  sanitary  laws,  involving  practical  sanitary  work, 
■nd  the  collection  of  vital  and  mortuary  statistics,  in  a  country  generally 
so  sparsely  settled  as  ours,  in  such  way  as  that  the  accruing  advantages 
shall  not  be  bought  at  too  high  a  price— at  loo  large  an  expense  of  time 
and  money ;  and  we  have  always  made  it  a  rale  aofer  to  ask  the  co- 
operation and  assistance  of  the  State  in  the  carrying  into  execution  of 
any  of  our  plans,  until  we  have  first  made  a  thorough  survey  of  the 
whole  ground,  and  satisfied  ourselves  that  the  State  would  receive  an 
adequate  return  for  the  required  outlay.  In  a  word,  we  have  (elt  that 
we  could  not  afford  to  make  promises  that  we  were  not  certain  of  our 
ability  to  fulfill. 

A'l  sanitarians  and  publicists  are  agreed  in  regard  to  the  very  great 
importance  of  vital  statistics ;  so  that  we  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  dia- 
cnss  this  issue  here.  The  problem  to  be  considered  is  a  purely  practi- 
cal one,  namely,  this :  How,  with  such  means  a<i  we  are  able  to  com- 
mand, to  collect  these  vital  slatistics  in  the  State  of  Alabama  in  the 
most  efficient  way? 

This  problem  is  easy  enough  of  solution,  in  reference  to  cities  and 
towns  where  there  are  large  numhers  of  people  gathered  together  within 
narrow  limits  of  space,  with  efficient  local  laws,  active  health  boards, 
and  salaried  health  officers ;  bnt  in  reference  to  sparsely  settled  country 
neighborhoods,  where  such  agencies  as  have  been  mentioned  are  avail- 
able to  but  a  timitedextentornotat  all,  the  problem  becomes  sufficiently 
difficult  White,  however,  it  is  well  to  acknowledge,  at  their  full  value, 
all  tb«  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way,  it  will  notdo  todespairof  being 
able  to  deal  with  them  successfully.  Very  venerable  is  ttie  adage, 
"  Where  there  is  a  will,  there  is  a  way,"  and  here  the  one  available 
way  is  one  that  is  easily  found. 

The  statistics  of  population  and  marriage  are  already  provided  for. 
It  remains  to  provide  for  the  statistics  of  births,  and  deaths,  and  diseaeei, 
and  the  more  the  question  of  ways  and  meaoe,  with  reference  to  these, 
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the  more  it  becomes  evideat  that  the  desired  iaformation 
must  be  principally  obtained  tbrough  the  agency  oF  the  medical  profes- 
sion, aud  of  the  medical  profession  as  orguQiied  in  State  Associations 
and  CouDtj  Societies.  Some  one  or  more  of  the  members  of  these 
Associations  and  RocieBes  is  to  be  found  in  almost  every  neinhliorhood, 
and  the  'act>>  wanted  are  of  a  Bort  that  comes  almost  naturally  to  their 
knowledf^,  and  of  which  they  alone  can  be  competent  judges- 
Public  policy  and  professional  advantage  both  require  that  the  profes- 
sion generally  should  do  this  work  without  pecuniary  compensation- 
Tbe  amount  of  it  that  wonld  fall  to  the  share  i>f  any  individual  member 
of  the  profession  would  be  small,  and  he  could  readily  afford  to  do  it 
without  pay.  Only  those  upon  whom  the  duty  would  fall  of  gatheririK 
together  the  numerous  individual  reports,  or  tabulating  and  comparing 
information  collected,  and  of  supervising  the  methods  and  details  of  the 
work,  wonld  have  to  devote  to  it  so  tnnch  time,  so  much  labor,  and  so 
much  expert  skill,  as  would  make  it  necessary  for  them  to  demand  any 
special  recompense  in  the  way  of  palaries  paid  out  of  the  public  purse ; 
and  even  these  salaries  can  be  made  so  moderate  as  not  to  become 
bnrthensome  to  the  public. 

THE  ADMIN13TBAT10N  OP  THE  HEALTH  LAWS  OP  THE  STATE. 

It  is  never  to  be  forgotten  that  the  county  medical  societies  are  the 
legal  and  responsible  county  boards  of  health.  As  a  matter  of  conven- 
ience the  administration  of  the  healUi  laws  of  the  State  is  delefcated  hy 
Uie  several  connty  socielies  to  their  several  boards  of  censors  acting  as 
committees  ol  public  health,  as  executive  committees  as  it  were ;  but 
the  acls  of  these  committees  derive  their  official  sanction  itnd  l^al 
validity  from  the  authorization  and  approval  of  the  county  societies  to 
which  they  belong. 

The  Committees  o(  Public  Health  receive  their  authority  primarily 
through  Article  40  of  the  Constitution  of  the  county  societies ;  and  their 
correspondent  obligations  are  outlined  in  Articles  42  and  43. 

Some  additional  duties  of  f^e  Committees  of  Public  Health,  together 
with  the  duties  of  the  County  Health  Officers  are  prescribed  in  tne 
Ordinance  in  relation  to  Itbe  public  health  and  the  collection  of  vital 
statistics  to  be  found  on  page  21,  tupra,  which  all  the  county  societies 
are  expected  to  adopt. 

It  is  incumbent  on  the  county  societies  acting  as  county  hoards  of 
healU),  or  of  the  boards  of  censors  acting  ascommitt«es  of  public  health, 
to  place  tliemselves  in  communication  with  the  l)oards  of  county  com- 
missioners of  their  respective  counties,  and  with  the  common  councils 
of  their  respective  cities  and  towns,  with  a  view  to  the  negotiation  of 
arrangements  mutually  satisfactory  in  accordance  with  sections  6  and  7 
of  the  Act  to  establish  boards  of  health  in  Alabama. 

As  an  example  of  an  arrangement  of  this  sort,  which,  with  such  mod- 
ifications as  may  be  nec<le<l  tn  bring  it  into  conformity  with  the  circum- 
stances of  the  different  communitiee,  may  be  made  to  serve  as  a  bads 
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(or  auch  negotiationH,  tlie  health  orilinance  of  the  City  of  Mobile  baa 
been  included  in  this  chapter  near  the  end  of  it.  All  of  the  documents 
here  referred  to,  together  with  the  Act  to  provide  for  the  eupervieion  of 
the  public  health  and  for  the  collection  of  vital  BtutiaticH  in  the  several 
counties  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  should  be  carefully  studied  by  all  con- 
cerned, to  the  end  that  everything  may  be  done  in  conformity  to  law. 

It  will  be  easily  seen  that  a  position  on  the  board  of  eensors  of  a 
county  society  is  by  no  means  a  ainecure  if  its  dulien  are  faithfully  at- 
tended to;  and  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  no  one  will  accept  such  a  ponition 
unless  be  has  both  the  disposition  and  the  means  to  do  his  whole  duty  in 
connection  with  it.  The  proper  organization  ot  the  committees  of  pub- 
lic health  has  been  discussed  in  the  second  chapter  of  the  Booh  of  the 
Rules  of  the  Medical  Association  of  the  Slate,  in  connection  with  the 
duties  and  organisation  of  ilie  boards  of  i-ensors. 

Havini;  arranged  the  necessary  administrative  machinery,  the  nest 
thing  ii  to  put  it  into  action  in  such  way  as  to  secure  Uie  highest  effici- 
ency with  the  minimum  of  friction,  apd  the  minimum  of  annoyance  and 
inconvenience  to  the  profession  and  to  the  public ;  and  these  desirable 
considerations  can  be  promote<l  by  a  reasonable  amount  of  patient  per- 
severance and  wise  foresight.  In  this  direction  the  first  step,  and  a  very 
important  one,  is  to  have  the  wliole  scheme  of  the  propoijed  work  thor- 
oughly understooil  by  all  the  members  of  the  county  aocietieii,  and  to 
secure  their  intelligent  and  active  sympathy  and  co-operation  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  it ;  in  a  word,  to  make  every  one  of  them  a  zealous  missionary 
to  carry  out  the  beneficent  purposes  of  the  law,  and  especially  in  his 
own  immediate  neighborhood.  The  second  atop  is  to  explain  the  scheme 
to  all  such  practitioners  as  are  not  members  of  the  county  societies  and 
to  solicit  their  willing  and  cheerful  supijort  and  co-operation  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law.  The  third  step  is  to  have  the  midwives  prop- 
erly instructed  as  to  tlieir  duties  under  the  law,  and  how  they  may  most 
reasonably  comply  with  its  requirements.  The  fourth  step  is  to  admin- 
ister the  law  in  such  wise  and  prudent  fashion  as  will  recommend  it  to 
the  approval  of  the  people  generally,  carefully  avoiding  all  unnecessary 
annoyances,  vexations,  and  antagonisms. 

The  duties  of  the  County  Boards  of  Health  under  Uie  laws  of  the 
State  are  twofold,  namely ; 

(1)  The  supervision  of  tlie  public  health;  and,  (2)  The  collection  of 
vital  statistics. 

THE  SUPERVISION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

The  duUee  falling  under  the  head  of  the  supervision  of  the  public 
health  are  to  be  discharged  by  the  county  hoards  of  health  "  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal"  by  the  boards  of  county 
commissioners.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  along  with  the  growth  of  popu- 
lation and  of  wealth  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State  the  county 
boards  of  health  will  be  invested  with  such  executive  powers  and  furn- 
ished with  tuch  liberal  grants  ol  money  as  wilt  enable  them  to  bei  ome 
Important  factors  in  the  advancement  oi  the  public  welfare.    Whether 
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dT  not  they  ailvunce  rapidly  in  public  favor  and  public  influence  dapends 
eotirclf  upon  themselvee.  ^Mtlithe  administrative  powers  which  the 
law  placcfl  in  their  hands,  and  with  the  astiistance  of  paid  health  officers 
thcj'  will  find  it  pussible  to  do  much  that  will  i^ontribnte  lo  the  sanitary 
improvement  oC  their  reBpectivi-  counties,  and  at  the  same  time  foster 
the  development  of  popular  interest  in  sanitary  work. 

'iB  many  of  the  members  of  our  boards  of  health,  and  many  of  onr 
health  officers  arc  new  to  the  work  they  have  undertaken,  and  unfamil- 
iar with  many  ol  the  principles  of  the  comparatively  new  science  of 
hygiene,  one  ol  the  moal  important  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them 
into  take  suuh  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  relieve  themselves  of 
thii  reproach  of  sanitiiry  ignorance,  which  reproach  tJ>ey  can  not  hope 
lo  encape  if  they  undertake  Co  fill  the  placet)  of  sanitary  experts  without 
a  competent  knowledge  of  sanilitry  science.  Knowledge  of  the  taws  of 
health  does  not  come  to  any  oi  us  "  by  nalnre,"  as  Dogberry  supposed 
to  be  the  caHC  in  regard  lo  reading  and  writing.  Our  health  ofltcials, 
therefore,  and  indeed  our  physicians  generally,  siicc  this  is  a  suhjectin 
which  every  physician  is  obliged  lo  takf  more  or  less  interest,  should 
possess  themcelves  of  good  works  on  public  and  private  hygiene,  and 
then  as  speedily  ax  possible  pohmchb  themselves  uf  the  informatioa  they 
contain.  Two  of  the  most  complete  and  authoritative  treaUscs  on  the 
theory  and  practice  of  public  and  private  hygiene  are,  (1)  Parke's 
Practical  Hygiene,  and  {'i)  The  two  volumes  o(  Buck's  Hygiene  and 
Public  Health. 

Some  ol  the  tnttigs  which  the  county  boards  of  health  might  properly 
undertake  lo  do  may  be  here  briefly  sugKesled  : 

(I }  They  stiouH  invetiligate  in  their  several  counties,  at  least  once  a 
year,  ami  ofleiifr  whenever  it  may  seem  expedient  lo  do  so,  the  sanitary 
condition  and  management  ol  such  public  institutions  as  the  law  makes 
subject  lo  their  supervision ;  and  the  results  of  these  inveetigaljons 
should  be  included  in  such  special  reports  as  in  view  of  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  several  cases  it  may  teem  advisnble  to  make,  and  also  in  the 
annual  repOTtP  made  to  the  county  commissioners,  and  in  the  duplicate 
reports  forwarded  lo  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

(2)  In  many  of  the  counties  n'alarial  influences  are  responsible  for  a 
large  amount  of  sickness  and  discomfort.  It  would  be  well  in  such 
counties  lo  make  even  in  a  very  rough  way  such  sanitary  surveys  and 
descriptions  of  the  dilferent  parts  of  such  counties  as  would  serve  to 
show  in  a  general  way  the  conditious  and  circumstances  upon  which 
their  insalubrity  dt-'peuds;  to  point  out  the  wet  weather  ponds,  the  un- 
drained  flat  lands,  the  swamps  drying  up  inthesummer  and  fall,  whence 
the  malaiial  poiuon  is  derived  ;  together  with  some  estimate  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  different  seasons  of  tlie  year,  and  of  the  prevailing  winds, 
et  cetera.  Often  the  drainage  of  a  single  pond,  whici.  could  be  done 
perhaps  at  small  expense,  woulil  improve  the  health  of  one  or  of  several 
families;  or  the  growth  of  a  bell  of  trees  on  the  margin  of  a  swamp 
might  exercise  a  considerable  protective  influence  .favorable  lo  Ihe  peo- 
ple living  near  it.    It  is  never  (o  be  forgotten  that  people  would  very 
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ofMn  act  more  prudently  than  they  do  if  tliey  only  knew  the  right  way 
to  go  about  it. 

<3)  Various  migratory  epidemlua  may  from  time  to  time  invade  the 
Stal«,  auch  as  small-pox,  scarlet  fover,  measlea,  hooping-cough,  rabies, 
hydrophobia,  et  cetera.  All  of  these  are  proper  subjects  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  county  boards  of  health.  WheneTer  an  epidemic  disease 
of  any  kind  breaks  out  in  any  county  the  county  board  of  health  should 
doatleastthree  things,  namely:  (a)  Endeavor  to  ascertain  bow  it  was 
brought  into  the  county ;  C6)  Advise  the  people  of  tbe  coaoty  as  to  the 
wisest  course  to  pursue,  under  all  the  cirrnm stances  of  every  parUcular 
outbreak,  with  the  view  of  escaping  inf>  ction  and  limiting  the  progress 
of  the  epidemic:  and  (c)  To  keep  complete  and  accurate  records  of  all 
the  facts  and  cases  of  the  yisittitioii  for  the  information  of  the  people  of 
the  county,  and  for  tranemiaHioD  to  the  Stale  Board  of  Health. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  duties  of  the  County  Boar's  of  Health,  in  relation  to  the  collection 
of  vital  statistics  are  not  at  at  all  dependent  on  appropriations  by  the 
boards  of  county  commissioners.  They  are  mandatory  and  not  pei^ 
missive  or  optional ;  and  they  must  be  discharged  whether  appropria- 
tions are  made  or  not — must  be  discharged  even  if  the  county  health 
officers  have  to  work  for  nothing.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  however, 
that  if  the  work  is  thoroughly  and  efficiently  done,  tliose  who  do  it  will 
be  awarded  reasonable  compensation. 

The  vital  statistic  law  is  a  very  important  law.  It  is  imporiant  in 
itself  in  its  immediate  practical  aim  ;  and  is  still  more  important  in  the 
influence  it  ia  destined  to  exercise  on  tbe  future  power,  prosperity, 
influence,  and  usefulness  of  all  the  medical  and  health  organizations  in 
this  State.  If  we  prove  to  be  successful  in  the  administration  of  this 
law,  that  success  will  serve  as  a,  foundation  of  adamant  upon  which  we 
can  build  up  the  grandest  superstructure  of  organized  medicine  and 
hygiene  that  is  to  be  found  on  this  continent.  If  we  make  a  failure  in 
the  administraticin  of  this  law,  the  failure  will  advertise  to  the  people  of 
Alabama  our  utter  unfitness  for  the  execution  of  a  great  trust ;  and  will 
place' in  peril  all  of  our  mcdird  and  health  organizations  for  indefinite 

It  is  plain,  then,  that  we  cannot  afford  to  fail  in  the  administration  of 
this  law.  It  ia  the  work  of  the  organised  medical  profession  of  tbe  State. 
It  was  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  at  our  express  and  urgent 
solicitation.  It  is  our  law.  We  are  in  every  way  responsible  for  it; 
and  we  must  prove  ourselves  worthy  of  the  trust  which  the  State  has 
placed  in  our  hands.  Every  Courily  Board  of  Heallh — that  is  to  say, 
every  County  Medical  Roclely — should  feel  as  if  it  was  a  forlorn  hipe 
upon  which  depended  the  fate  of  a  great  battle  in  some  emergency  of 
special  dificiilty  and  danger ;  and  every  individual  physician  should  feel 
as  if  the  whole  result  depended  on  his  individual  energy,  devotion,  and 
good  conduct.  To  this  end  every  individual  physician  should  be  willing, 
not  only  to  do  that  part  of  the  whole  work  wliich  in  an  e<)ual  distribu- 
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tion  of  it  woald  fall  to  hie  share ;  but  he  ought  to  be  willing  to  do  his 
individual  duty  two  or  three  times  over  bo  as  to  make  compeoBation  for 
that  large  class  of  negligent  and  incompetent  brethren  who  are  eure  to 
do  a  great  deal  loss  than  their  share  of  the  duty.  Every  one  who  acts 
up  to  this  standard  will  find,  in  very  truth,  that  it  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive. 

THE  DUTY  OF  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  80CIETIE6. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  County  Medical  Societies,  which  are  the  real  and 
respuneible  C-mnty  Boards  of  Health,  to  make  themselves  authorative, 
active,  and  intelligent  agents  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  that  is  to 
say,  in  the  supervision  of  ttii?  public  health  and  in  the  collection  of  vital 
statistii's ;  and  very  specially  is  it  ttieir  duty  to  see  that  the  executive 
functions  delegated  by  them  to  their  Boards  of  Censors,  acting  as  Com- 
mittees of  Public  Health,  are  promptly,  properly,  and  efficiently  dis- 
charged. To  this  end  the  committee  of  Public  Health  should  be  required 
to  make  to  the  Societies  frequent  and  full  reports  of  the  progress  of  their 

Alt  the  members  of  the  Caunty  Boards  of  Health  shonid  make  them- 
selves thoroughly  familiar  with  the  Health  Laws  of  the  State,  and  with 
the  InslcucUons  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  as  to-  the  details  of  the 
methods  of  carrying  them  into  elTect.  It  is  especially  the  duty  of  the 
President  of  every  society  to  see  that  the  society  over  which  he  presides 
neglects  none  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  it  by  the  laws  of  the 
State  and  the  ordinances  of  the  Sl^te  Medicttl  ABsociation. 


THE  DUTIES  OF  THE  COMMITTEES  OF   PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Comtniltees  of  Public  Heattb  to  see  that  the 
County  Healtli  Ofilcers  and  Assistant  Health  ORirera  all  come  up  to  the 
full  measurt-  of  faitlifulnesB  and  efficiency  in  the  work  rc'iuired  of  tliem 
severally  and  collectively.  To  this  end  they  should  bold  frequent  meet- 
ings to  receive,  exnmine,  and  tliseuss  the  r<')>orts  of  the  Health  Officers. 
Tlicy  should  rcijuire  separate  n'porW  of  the  births  and  deaths  ami 
coses  iif  infectious  and  epl<lcmic  diseases  to  be  maile  for  every  separate 
tieat  or  pn-cinct  in  tlieir  respective  counties.  In  this  way  they 
would  he  able  to  sei!  where  the  work  was  well  done,  and  where  it  was 
not  well  done.  Knowing  the  population  of  these  precincts,  for  example, 
they  would  have  little  difBculty  in  deciding  whether  or  not  the  vital 
statistics  reports  were  reasonably  complete  or  shamefully  defective ;  and 
having  discovered  that  the  returns  for  any  precinct  weie  defective  they 
could  take  steps  intelligently  and  promptly  to  correct  the  evil. 

If  they  find  that  any  Health  Officer  is  negligent  or  inefficient  they 
stiould  remove  him  at  once,  and  put  a  better  man  in  his  place.  If  they 
find  that  any  physician  or  midwife  fails  to  come  up  to  the  reasonable 
requiroments  of  the  law  tbey  Hhould  immediatoty  investigate  the  case 
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and  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  failure,  and  should  then  take  such  steps 
as  are  necessary  for  its  correction.  In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  every 
hundred  it  will  De  found  that  these  failures  to  moke  the  requir<!d  returns 
is  due  tn  simple  negligence,  and  for  such  cases  explanation  and  expostula- 
tion will  usually  be  found  sufficient  remedies.  But  if  the  negligence  provep 
to  be  incorrigible,  or  if  the  failure  grows  ont  of  some  less  venial  cause, 
then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Health  to  appeal  to  the 
law,  and  however  unpleasant  it  may  be,  to  make  appeal  to  the  law  in 
such  way  as  will  secure  the  imposition  of  its  penalties.  Duty  is  duty, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  shrunk  from  becanse  it  is  unpleasant. 

THE  DUTY  OF  COtlNTY  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

The  Countv  Health  OfficerH  should  have  Iheir  official  machinery  so 
arranged  as  to  be  able  h<  know  whether  the  Assistant  Health  Officers, 
and  whether  all  the  <l<ic(orH  and  midwives  of  their  respective  counties, 
are  regularly  aud  promptly  making  the  reports  reijuired  ot  them  by  law. 
To  this  end  every  County  Health  Officer  should  have  a  complete  Medical 
Directory  of  all  the  doctors  and  midwivee  in  bis  county ;  arranged  by  beats, 
giving  their  residences  and  their  post  ofliceaddreBHes,  and  should  make  it 
a  rule  to  hear  from  every  oneof  ihem  at  least  once  in  every  month,  either 
directly  or  through  his  asBiHlants.  If  any  doctor  or  midwife  should  have  no 
births  or  deaths  to  report  for  any  month  that  fact  should  be  itself  reported, 
so  that  the  Health  Officer  may  not  \>c  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  true  state  of 
affairs ;  and  if  any  doctor  or  midwife  should  al  any  time  fail  to  send  in 
a  report  tlie  cause  of  such  failure  should  be  at  once  investigated. 

Wisely  conducted  correspondence  will  accomplish  a.  great  deal ;  but 
personal  visits  and  investigations  will  accomplish  a  great  deal  more. 
The  County  Health  Officers  should  therefore  visit  in  person  every  neigh- 
liorhood  iu  which  he  has  reason  to  belipve  that  the  statistics  are  not 
thoroughly  collected ;  should  see  with  his  own  eyes  and  hear  with  his 
own  eaiB  where  the  fault  may  bo;  should  give  information  and  advice 
with  his  own  lips;  and  should  put  his  own  hands  and  brains  to  work  for 
the  correction  of  any  evils  he  may  find  to  exist. 

Every  Health  Officer,  in  simplest, -shortest,  and  sternest  words,  should 
be  re<)uired  to  earn  his  salary ;  and  his  salary  will  have  to  be  small  in- 
deed if  he  can  earn  it  by  sitting  in  his  office,  writing  occasional  letters 
to  hie  assistants,  and  receiving,  registering  und  forwarding  the  Reports. 

The  snccessful  admi  nisi  ration  of  our  health  laws  in  any  county  de- 
pends very  lately  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  County  Health  Officer ;  and 
1  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  iu  most  instances  where  success  is  not  at- 
tained in  a  reasonable  time  the  mere  fact  of  such  failure  is  sufficient 
proof  of  his  unfitness  for  the  position  he  holds .  Good  intention  is  very 
good  an  (aras  it  goes;  but  in  practical  afTairs  it  counts  for  very  little. 
Here  success,  and  success  alone,  is  the  test  and  proof  of  fitness  and 
efficiency. 
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THE  DUTIES  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Just  now  the  special  point  in  our  plans  of  procedure  that  reqoirei 
special  attention  is  this,  namelj : 

The  effieitnt  organizttiion  of  iht  mbordmote  HtaUh  Dittrieti  or  Beati 
within  Ihe  counliti,  nnd  Iht  d«veli)pnwnt  of  proper  energy  and  effieieney  on 
Ihepart  of  the  AitUtant  Health  Ogieere. 

How  is  this  to  be  done  ?  A  considerable  number  of  Assistant  Health 
Officers  have  already  solved  tiiis  problem  for  Ihemaelves;  and  Alt  the 
others  could  succeed  equallj'  well  if  they  would  only  give  their  tnindt 
and  hearts  and  a.  little  time  to  the  work.  Nevertheless,  a  few  aaggea- 
tions  may  nbt  be  amisB. 

(1.)  The  Health  Districts  should  not  be  ttxi  large ;  and  their  bounda- 
ries should  be  accurately  known,  so  that  no  part  of  the  wrritory  of  tiM 
cnuDty  would  be  left  without  aupervisiou,  and  so  that  one  Assistant 
Health  Officer  would  not  treepaes  on  the  domain  of  another.  As  tar  u 
possible  every  separate  heat  should  have  its  own  Assistant  Health 
Officer. 

(2.)  Every  Assistant  Health  Officer  should  hold  himself  thoroughly 
responsible  for  the  district  under  his  charge ;  and  should  make  It  a  mat- 
ter of  pride,  as  well  as  of  duty,  to  obtain  returns  of  absolutely  all  of  the 
births  and  deaths  occurring  in  it. 

(3,;  He  should  make,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  a  complete 
Medical  Director]'  of  hia  beat;  including  in  it  the  names,  residences, 
post-office  addresses  of  all  the  resident  doctors  and  midwives,  aod  of  all 
the  doctors  and  midwives  residing  in  adjacent  beats  whose  practice 
extends  into  his;  and  ithere  it  seems  advisable,  he  should  appoint  aub- 
aaaiatants  to  take  charge  of  specially  designated  plantations  or  neigh- 
borhoods. 

(4.)  He  should  confer  with  all  these ;  instruct  them  in  their  duties; 
arrange  plans  of  communication;  furnish  them  with  blank  certificates 
for  the  rulum  of  the  births  and  deaths ;  and  he  should  make  it  an  inflex- 
ible rule  to  have  a  report  from  every  one  of  them  about  the  first  of  every 
month ;  said  report  to  include  all  the  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the 
practice  of  the  reporter,  or  under  his  or  her  observation,  during  the 
preceding  month ;  or  it  no  births  or  deaths  have  ho  occurred,  the  report 
,  should  he  made  all  the  same,  to  state  that  fact .  This  is  the  keystone  of 
the  whole  fabric,  namely :  That  every  doelor  and  every  midmife  ihouU 
be  heardfTOm  at  Ua»t  oner  in  tvrry  inonXh. 

(5.)  He  should  keep  a  Register  of  Vital  Statistics  for  his  district  or 
beat,  in  which  should  be  carefully  entered  every  birth  and  every  death  ' 
occurring  in  it.  He  should  make  it  a  matter  of  special  pride  and  emala" 
tion  to  keep  this  Register  in  perfect  order ;  to  have  it  carefully  and  ele- 
gantly written  up ;  and  in  every  way  to  make  it  a  commplete  and  tnut" 
worthy  record.  I/K>se  aheets,  ruled  in  the  same  way  as  the  County 
Registera,  are  famished  to  Assistant  Health  Officers  for  this  purpose. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  we  are  not  able  to  furnish  botmd  voltunee ; 
bat  while  the  cost  of  a  aingle  volume  is  small,  the  aggregate  coot  lor  the 
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whole  State  would  be  large.  In  man}'  inatances,  perhapn,  if  the  proper 
representation  was  made  to  them,  the  County  Commieaionera  would  pa; 
for  them.  In  some  coHes,  the  expense  has  been  borne  by  the  County 
Health  Officers  out  of  their  scanty  aalariei.  In  other  instances  still,  the 
Assistant  Health  Officers  themselves  may  be  willing  to  pay  for  their 
own  Registers.  This  question  of  Registers  is  one  of  very  great  import- 
ance, and  it  Is  to  be  hoped  that  in  some  way  the  problem  of  how  to  get 
them  will  be  solved  in  all  the  coiinties. 

(6.)  He  should,  not  ]at«r  than  the  tenth  of  every  month,  make  to  the 
Health  Officer  of  the  county  a  Report  of  his  stewardship  (or  the  previous 
month;  and  this  Report  should  include,  in  addition  to  the  return  of  the 
births  and  deaths,  aliet  oF  delinquent  doctors  and  midwives,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  prevalent  diseases  and  sanitary  condition  uf'his  district. 
U  there  are  no  delinquents — and  if  he  dues  hw  full  duty,  there  will  be 
none — ibis  fact  should  be  expressly  stated. 

(7.)  He  should,  early  in  the  month  of  January  of  each  year,  make 
to  the  County  Health  Officer  a  full  circumstaotial  and  statistical  Report, 
covering  the  whole  of  the  preceding  year ;  including  an  account  of  auch 
eademic  and  epidemic  diii«ases  as  may  have  been  prevalent  in  his 
beat,  and  a  discussion  of  any  difficulties  he  may  have  encountered  in 
the  collection  of  vital  statistics.  This  Annual  Report  should  also  include 
the  Medical  Directory  for  his  beat,  revised  and  corrected  to  date. 

(8.)  If  he  receives  certificates  of  hirths  or  of  deaths  occurring  in 
other  Districts  than  his  own,  he  shouldduly  forward  them  tu  the  Cimnty 
Health  Officer,  and  should  at  the  same  time,  notify  the  AHsistant  Health 
Officer  of  the  beat  in  which  the  said  liirtha  or  deaths  did  occur  of  all 
the  facts,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  make  his  Register  complete. 

(9.)  In  like  manner,  whenever  the  County  Health  Officer  receives 
the  return  of  a  birth  or  of  a  death,  whether  directly  or  at  second  hand, 
through  any  other  medium  than  that  of  the  Assistant  Health  Officer  of 
the  beat  in  which  it  occurred,  he  should  at  once  notify  said  Assistiint 
Health  Officer  of  all  the  facts,  so  as  lo  enable  him  tu  make  bis  Register 
complete. 

(10.)  In  every  county  the  Connty  Health  Officer  and  the  AssiHlant 
Health  Officers  of  the  county  should  confer  together  fully  and  irecly, 
whenever  opiwrtunity  ofTera,  in  regard  to  the  difficulties,  details  aud 
methods  of  their  work,  so  that  they  may  ull  be  able  to  act  together  in- 
telligently and  harmoniouflly  fur  the  accuuiplishtnent  of  a  common  pur- 
pose. 

(11.)  If  in  any  county  any  Assistant  Health  Officer  should  prove 
gravely  derelict  or  conspicuously  inefficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  dniio, 
as  here  given  in  outline,  the  Health  Officer  of  Ihe  county  should  ul  i.iii.e 
give  the  matter  his  earnest  attention ;  aiiould  make  a  formul  report  ut  it 
to  the  Committee  of  Public  Health,  and  everytldug  that  is  reasonably 
possible  should  be  done,  and  done  promptly,  :o  correct  the  evil. 

(12.;  The  omniprevalent  sins,  the  sins  that  lead  lo  mure  failures  of 
well  projected  enterprises,  and  more  oIlapHes  of  ambitious  aspirations 
than  all  the  rest  put  togctlier,  are  negligence  and  procrastinaiioii.  Let 
every  one  connected  with  (be  ad  ministration  of  the  healtli  laws  in  Ala- 
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buna,  therefore,  make  one  resolutiOD  and  act  ap  to  it,  namelj  ;  To  do 
to-uat'i  wobk  to-day.  If  thi«  is  done,  there  need  be  no  (ear  of  the 
resnit. 

Rewards  cleave  to  deserts. 

And  power  to  him  who  power  ezertn. 


REPORTS. 

(1)  Every  physician,  midwife  or  bead  of  a  family  under  whose 
charge  any  birth  occurs,  must  report  the  same  to  the  County  Health 
Officer. 

(2)  Every  physician,  midwife  or  head  of  a  family  under  whose 
charge  any  death  occurs,  must  report  the  same  to  the  County  Health 
Officer. 

(3j  Every  physician  or  olher  person  under  wkose  charge  any  in- 
fectious or  epidemic  disease  occurs,  must  report  the  same  to  the  County 
Health  Officer. 

(4)  Every  Assistant  Health  Officer  must  make  to  the  Health  Officer 
of  the  county  by  the  tenth  day  of  every  month  a  report  of  all  the  births 
occurring  in  hia  district,  of  all  the  deaths  so  occurring,  of  all  the  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  so  occurring,  of  all  delinquent  doctors  and  mid- 
wives  in  his  district,  and  of  such  other  matters  as  may  be  deemed 
worthy  of  notice ;  said  report  to  cover  the  preceding  calendar  month. 

(5)  Every  Assistant  Health  Officer  must  make  to  the  Health  Officer 
of  his  county,  early  in  January  of  every  year,  a  complete  annual  report 
for  the  preceding  calendar  year;  said  annual  report  to  include  statisti- 
cal tables  of  all  the  births,  deaths,  and  coses  of  infectious  diseases  that 
may  have  occurred  in  his  district  during  said  vear,  together  with  a  re- 
vised Medical  Directory  of  his  district,  and  such  snggestiona  and 
remarks  as  to  him  may  seem  advisable. 

(6)  The  County  Health  Officer  must  make  to  the  Committee  of 
Public  Health,  from  lime  to  time,  such  reports  as  they  may  see  fit  to 
require  of  him. 

(7)  Every  County  Health  Officer  must  forward  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  during  the  month  of  January  of  every  year,  a  revised  Medical 
Directory  of  hie  county  sliowing:  <1)  The  names  and  boundaries  of  all 
the  health  districts,  or  boats,  into  which  his  county  has  been  divided; 
(2)  a  separate  exhibit  for  every  one  of  these  beats  containing,  (a)  the 
name  of  the  Assistant  Health  Officer  who  has  it  in  charge,  lb)  the 
names,  residences,  and  post  office  addresseeof  all  the  doctors  who  prac- 
tice within  its  limits,  (c)  the  names,  rasidencta,  and  postoffice  addresses 
of  all  the  midwives  who  practice  within  its  limits,  (d)  the  names  of  snch 
doctors  and  midwives,  in  every  district,  as  have  heretofore  failed  to  re- 
port their  births  and  deaths,  («)  and  where  this  can  be  done  even  ap- 
proximately, the  number  and  character  of  the  population. 

(81  The  Committee  of  Public  Health  must  make  to  the  County  Board 
of  Health  such  reporta  as  the  County  Board  may  see  QttQ  require;  or 
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such  as  to  tbeisaelvea  ma;,  from  time  to  time,  seem  advisable',  and 
espacially  an  Annual  Report  every  January,  coverinfithe  previouB  year. 

(9J  Every  County  Board  of  Health  must  make  an  Annual  Report  in 
January,  covering  the  previous  year  to  the  Board  of  Counts-  Commia- 
aioners;  and  must  forward  a  duplicate  of  said  Report  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health. 

(10}  Every  County  Board  of  Health  must  make  to  the  Coanty  Com- 
miaaionere,  from  lime  to  time,  audi  additional  reports  ae  the  Commia- 
eioners  may  aee  fit  to  require. 

(11)  Every  County  Board  of  Health  must,  through  the  County  Health 
Officer,  ae  eoon  ae  practicable  after  the  cloae  of  every  month,  make  to 
the  St&te  Board  of  Health  a  condensed  statement  of  the  births  and 
deaths  occurring  in  the  county  for  said  montli,  together  with  such  other 
information  aa  the  State  Board  of  Health  may  from  time  to  time  require. 


AN  ORDINANCE  TO  BE  ENTITLED  AN  ORDINANCE  TO  8ECTJKE 
THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Article  I.— Tfie  Board  of  Bfatth. 

Sbc.  1.  Be  it  ordamrd  by  tk«  Mayor,  Aidermen  and  Common  Council 
of  Ike  City  of  Mobile,  That  it  Bliall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
the  City  of  Mobile,  organized  under  the  proviaionH  of  an  act  of  the 
General  vssembly  of  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  incorporating  the  Mobile 
Medical  Society,  passed  in  the  year  1843,  and  renewed  in  18(S6 ;  and  also 
in  accordance  with  the  act  of  the  General  AsscQibly  passed  at  the  extra 
session  in  February,  1875,  establishing  Boards  of  Health  in  the  State  of 
Alabama:  To  mipervise  the  adminiBt ration  of  all  the  health  laws  of  the 
city ;  to  examine  into  all  cases  of  malignant^  pentilential.  infectious  and 
epidemic  dieeaBes  which  may  occur  in  the  city,  and  the  causes  there- 
of;  to  examine  into  all  such  nuiaances  as  may  tend  lo  endanger  the 
health  of  the  city,  and  take  euth  steps  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  re- 
moval; to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  sanitary  regulations 
of  alt  municipal  instituliona,  including  hospitals,  markets,  asylums, 
prisons,  and  public  schools;  to  superintend  all  matters  certaining  to 
quarantine  and  the  Quarantine  Physician,  and  direct  all  meaeuresof 
detention,  disenlection  and  purification  of  vessels,  cargoes  and  paseen- 
(cers  coming  from  ports  against  which  quarantine  may  have  been  pro- 
claimed. 

Sac.  2.  Beit furlhtr  ordained,  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  (o  the 
Board  of  Health  that  any  peptilential  or  infectious  disease  has  made  its 
appearance  in  this  city,  said  board  shall  take  such  measures  as  lo  them 
may  aeem  expedient  and  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  such 
'disease ;  and  any  person  failing  to  comply  with  the  requiraroenls  of  the 
Board  of  Health  in  such  cases  shall  forfeit  and  pay  such  fine  ae  the 
Mayor  may  impose,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars;  that  no  person  laboring 
under  any  contagious,  infectious  or  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  pnb- 
lic  health,  shall  be  removed  from  one  place  to  another  within  the  cit; 
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limilB  without  the  pemiitof  Ihe  Boaril  of  Hentth,  under  8iicb  penalty  as 
the  Mayor  may  impoBe,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

8ic  S.  Be  U  further  ordained.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
phTBiciao,  or  other  person  practicing  medicine  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  to 
report  to  the  Board  of  Health  every  case  o(  amall-poi,  yellow  fever,  or 
other  infi^tious,  contagious  or  pestilential  disease  which  he  ma;  be 
called  upon  to  treat  within  the  city  limitR,  said  report  to  be  be  made 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  he  shall  have  ascertained  the  character 
of  the  case,  and  to  specify  the  name  of  the  patient  and  the  locality  o( 
the  house  in  which  he  ie  to  be  found ;  and  for  every  violation  of  this 
provision  the  guilty  party  shall  forfeit  and  pay  such  sum  as  the  Mayor 
may  impose,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

That  every  citizen  upon  whose  premises  there  may  occur  any  case  of 
small-pox,  yellow  fever,  or  other  infectious  or  pestilential  disease,  not 
under  the  chaise  of  any  physician,  shall  in  like  manner  report  the  facta 
to  the  Board  of  Health,  under  such  penalty  for  failure  eo  to  do  as  the 
Mayor  may  impose,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

But,  whenever  any  disease  has  become  epidemic,  the  Board  of  Health 
may,  at  their  discretion,  declare  it  lumecensary  to  report  further  cases. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  farther  ordained.  That  whenever,  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  the  services  of  tlie  City  Engineer,  of  the  City  Attorney, 
or  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  shall  become  necessary  for  the  further- 
ance of  the  sanita'y  interests  of  the  city, such  servicesshairberendered 
on  the  requisition  of  the  Board,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor. 

That  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Health,  it  becomes 
advisable  for  the  furtherance  of  the  sanitary  jnleresta  of  the  city  to  have 
the  aseistance  of  the  police,  Ihey  shall  make  application  to  the  Mayor, 
atating  the  number  of  policemen  required,  the  purposes  for  which  they 
are  required,  and  the  probable  length  of  time  for  which  they  may  be 
needed,  and  if  the  Mayor  approves  the  application,  he  shall  order  the 
'necessary  detail  to  be  made  and  placed  for  tlie  time  being  under  Uie 
orders  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Skc,  6.  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Board  o(  Health,  at  their 
first  regular  meeting  after  the  first  Monday  in  March  of  the  present 
year,  or  as  soon  afterwards  as  practicable,  and  also  at  the  first  regular 
meetjag  after  the  first  Monday  in  March  of  every  second  year  thereafter, 
B*iall  proceed  to  elect  a  Health  Officer,  said  election  to  be  notified  to  the 
Mayor,  that  the  Health  Officer  so  elected  shall  hold  his  office  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  time  of  entering  upon  his  duties,  or  until 
his  successor  is  duly  elected  and  installed ;  that  the  Health  Officer  aha'l 
receive  such  salary  as  the  ctty  authorities  may  from  time  to  time  deter* 
mine,  to  be  paid  as  are  the  salaries  ol  other  city  officers ;  that  the  Health 
Officer  may  be  removed  at  any  time  by  the  Board  of  Health,  for  ineffi- 
ciency or  neglect  of  duty  ;  that  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the 
office  of  Health  Officer  the  Board  at  Health  ehall  proceed  to  elect  a  new 
Health  Officer  to  serve  for  the  remainder  of  the  unexpired  term,  subject 
to  all  the  conditions  provided  in  tbe  preceding  part  of  this  section. 

Ssc  6.  Se  it  farther  ordained.  That  the  Board  of  Health  shall  employ 
■ome  compet«iit  person,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  act  as  Dri^gist  to  the 
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Citj'  Dispensary,  and  to  do  the  clerical  irork  of  the  Board  ut  Henlth ; 
that  B»id  Druggist  and  Clerk  shall  be  removable  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  snd  shall  receive  such  monthly  salary  as  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Boards  may  from  time  to  time  determine,  to  be  paid  as  ore 
the  Mlaries  of  other  employes  of  the  city. 

Article  II.— TA*  Hrallh  Offictr. 

Ssc.  7.  Be  it  (urther  ordained.  That  the  Health  Officer  shall  be  the 
execative  officer  ol  the  Board  of  Health,  and,  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  Board  of  Health,  shall  exercise  a  general  supervision  over 
the  sanitary  interests  of  the  city ;  that  he  shall  make  a  circuit  of  obeer- 
Tation,  at  least  once  in  every  week,  to  every  part  ot  the  city;  that  in  al 
cases  vbere  he  may  discover  the  existence  of  any  sgent  which  might 
prove  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  city,  he  shall  cause  any  ordinance 
in  existence  for  its  correction  to  be  enforced;  that  if  there  be  no  ordi- 
nance in  existence  competent  to  the  correction  of  the  evil,  he  shall  make 
a  full  report  of  all  the  attendintr  circumatanceB  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
accompanied  with  his  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  exlraordinnry  or  spe- 
cial action ;  that  he  shall  make  diligent  inquiry  into  all  cases  of  malig- 
nant, infectious  or  contagious  diseases  which  may  occur  in  the  city,  cause 
immediate  measures  to  be  taken  to  arrest  their  progress,  snd  report  the 
facts  to  the^ard  of  Health  ;  that  if  he  shall  have  cause  to  suspect  the 
existence  of  any  nuisance,  or  of  any  case  of  infectious  or  pestilential 
disease  in  any  house  or  enclosure,  he  may  demand  entry  into  such  place 
at  any  time  between  the  rising  and  the  setting  of  the  sun  ;  and  if  the 
owner  or  occupant  shall  refuse  or  delay  to  open  the  same  and  to  permit 
a  free  examination  to  be  made,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  ever;  such 
refusal  such  sum  as  the  Mayor  may  impose,  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars;  that  he  shall  keep  on  hand  at  all  times,  so  far  as  possible,  a 
supply  of  reliable  vaccine  viruR,  which  he  ahall  furnish  to  the  physi- 
cians of  the  city  free  of  charge;  that  he  shall  also  vaccinate  all  ^ndi-' 
gent  persons  who  may  apply  at  the  Health  Office  for  that  purpose ;  that 
he  shall  specially  take  measures  to  secure  the  vaccination  of  all  unvac- 
cinated  persons  dwelling  within  the  vicinity  of  any  house  in  which 
small-pox  may  exist ;  and  if  any  person  so  exposed  to  small-pox  shall 
refuse  to  be  vaccinatpd,  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  snch 
refusal  such  sum  as  the  Mayor  may  impose,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars ; 
that  he  shall,  during  the  existience  of  quarantine,  visit  the  quarantine 
station  from  lime  to  time,  and  see  that  the  requisite  measures  for  secur- 
ing the  purposes  of  quarantine  are  effectually  carried  out ;  that  he  shall 
keep  at  the  Health  Office  a  book  of  couiplaints,  in  which  any  police-offi- 
cer, or  any  citiEen,  may  enter  on  record  a  report  of  any  nuisance  sap- 
'posed  to  affect  health,  which  he  may  have  obaerved,  stating  therein  the 
'ocality  and  nature  of  the  nuisance ;  that  if  any  difficulty  should  arise 
D  the  removal  of  such  nuisance,  he  shall  make  personal  examination 
into  the  facts,  and  see  that  measures  are  taken  to  have  the  laws  in  rela- 
tioH  thereto  properly  executed;  and  that  he  shall  give  to  the  prisoners 
in  the  city  guard  house  whatever  medical  and  surgical  attention  they 
may  stand  in  need  of. 
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Ai.  nci.K  111. — The  regUlralion  of  birtki  and  lUatht. 

»K(-.  8.  Be  il  fuHher  ordained,  That  the  Health  Officer  ehnll  keep  a 
book,  to  be  enlilled  "  The  Register  of  Deaihs,"  in  which  be  shall  make 
a  rcKistrstion  of  all  deaths  occurring  in  the  city,  under  such  regQlations 
OS  may  be  presi^ribed  by  the  Board  of  Health  ;  that  he  shall  saperriBe 
all  certificatett  of  death,  to  see  that  they  are  properly  mode  ont^tfae 
form  of  the  I'ertiScate  and  the  Domeclature  of  the  disease  to  be  such  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Health ;  that  if  the  certificate  is  in 
properform,  be  shall  issue  a  permit  authorizing  the  removal  «r  burial 
of  the  body  of  the  dead  person;  and  withoutsuchpermitnoperBon  who 
may  die  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  shall  be  removed  or  buried  by  any  sexton, 
undertaker,  or  other  person,  under  such  penalty  fts  tlie  Mayor  may  im- 
pose, not  exceeding  fifty  dolUra;  that  if  the  certificate  of  death  is  in 
any  way  delective,  he  shall  return  it  to  the  ph>alcian  signing  the  same, 
for  correction ;  an<l  any  physician  failing  or  refusing  to  give  such  certifi- 
cate in  proper  form  shall  be  liable  lo  such  penalty  as  the  Mayor  may 
impose,  iv)t  exceeding  GIty  dollars;  that  in  all  cases  of  death  in  which 
no  adequate  certificate  can  be  obtained  from  a. physician,  the  Health 
Officer  shall  invfstigate  the  circumstances  and  make  out  the  certificate 
required ;  except  in  such  cases  as  may  require  the  intervention  of  the 
Coroner,  when  that  officer  shall  be  duly  notified ;  that  no  dead  body  of 
any  dece-jscd  person  shall  be  brought  into  the  city  of  Mobile  Irom  any 
other  plai*,  unless  it  is  accompanied  by  a  proper  certificate  of  the  cause 
of  death;  and  if  the  death  was  caui^ed  by  small-pox,  yellow  fever,  or 
any  other  infectious  cr  pestilential  disease,  not  unless  the  permit  of  the 
Board  of  Health  has  been  first  obtained,  under  sach  penalty  as  the 
Mayor  may  impose,  notexce<!ding  fifiy  dollars. 

Sbc.  9.  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  every  physician  and  midwife, 
and  every  other  person  who  may  attend  any  case  of  midwifery,  within 
the  limits  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  shall  make  to  the  Health  Officer  a  re- 
port of  evpfy  such  case  within  one  week  alter  the  date  of  the  occurrence, 
specifying  the  names  of  the  parents,  the  <late  of  the  birth,  and  the  sex 
and  color  of  the  child,  under  such  penalty  for  failure  so  to  do  as  the 
Mayor  may  impose,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars ;  and  these  reports  shall 
he  recorded  by  the  Health  Officer  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  be  entitled,  "  The  Register  of  Births." 

Articls  l\.—Th€  Ciiy  Hoipital. 

Src  10.  Be  it  farther  ordained.  That  the  Health  Officer  shall  exam- 
ine all  persons  who  make  application  for  admission  into  the  City  Hos- 
pital, and  sliall  give  permits  to  such  as  he  may  find  entitled  to  receive 
the  benefiis  of  that  institution  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  such  as  require  such 
medical  tri;ntment  as  cannot  be  given  at  tlie  City  Dispensary,  and  are 
at  the  same  lim-  fit  subjects  (or  public  charity.  That  the  Health  Officer 
shall  vixit  the  City  Hospital  in  company  with  the  Hospital  Committee 
of  the  City  Boards  whenever  the  said  Hospital  Committee  desires  him 
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to  do  so;  and  shall  make  such  inspeclione  and  examinalions  as  eaid 
Hospital  Coininitt«e  may  require.  That  the  physician  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  books  and  records  of  the  City 
Hospital,  shall  make  to  the  Board  of  Health  a  weekly  report,  to  contain 
the  foilowing  items,  namely:  The  name  of  every  patient  received  into 
the  Hospital,  the  date  of  admission,  the  name  of  the  disease  or  injur? 
for  which  he  may  he  treated,  the  result  of  the  treatment,  the  termina- 
tion of  the  case,  the  date  of  dibcbarge  or  decease,  as  t^.e  case  may  be, 
together  with  anch  other  details  as  the  Board  of  Health  may  require, 
llat  the  Health  Officer  shall  keep  a  book,  to  be  entitled,  "  Tlie  Regis- 
ter of  the  City  Hospital,"  in  which  shall  be  registered  Ihe  following 
items,  namely;  The  name  of  every  patient  admitted  into  the  Hospital, 
together  with  age,  sex,  color,  nationality,  the  name  of  disease,  where 
contracted,  and  when  contracted,  the  date  of  admiHsion  into  the  Hos- 
pital, the  date  of  dischai^  from  tlie  Hospital,  and  whether  discharged 
by  recovery,  by  death,  or  for  some  other  cause,  together  with  sny  addi- 
ticmal  details  which  the  Board  ol  Health  may  require. 

ARTICI.B  V. — The  City  Dispensary. 

Sic.  11.  Be  U  further  ordained,  That  a  City  Dispensary  shall  be 
established,  to  be  nnder  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Officer,  at  which  the  sick  poor  of  the 
city  who  are  not  proper  subjects  for  admission  into  the  City  Hospital, 
may  receive  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  treatment  free  of 
charge ;  that  this  dispensary  shall  be  located  in  the  dispeuRary  rooms 
of  the  Medical  College,  with  the  consent  of  the  Faculty  thereof,  and  on 
condition  that  the  Faculty  of  said  College  shall  furnish  at  regular  and 
stated  hours  of  the  day,  and  on  every  dayof  the  week  except  Sunday, 
all  the  medical  and  surgical  attendance  that  may  be  necessary  to  ac- 
complish the  object  intended ;  that  it  shall  be  Curnishe'l  with  medicines 
at  the  expense  of  the  city  on  requisitiona  certified  by  the  Health  Offi- 
cer, and  approved  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  the 
Mayor;  that  the  Health  Officer  shall  keep  a  hook,  to  be  entitled,  "The 
Raster  of  the  City  Dispensary,"  in  which  there  ahatl  be  made  a  full 
record  of  all  persons  who  may  receive  tdispeneary  aid,  specifying 
dates,  names,  ^es,  sexes,  colore,  nationalities,  descriptions  of  diseases 
or  injuries,   character  of  treatment,  and  results   ol   treatment  when 

Aktici^  VI.— The  Cily  Pe*t-Home. 

Sbc,  12.  St  it  further  ordained.  That  the  City  Pest-House  shall  be 
conducted  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and 
the  supervision  of  the  Health  Officer ;  that  care  shall  be  taken  to  keep 
the  buildings  tn  proper  repair  and  ready  for  reception  of  patients ;  that 
whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Health,  it  becomes  neces* 
Bary  to  open  Ihe  Pest-House  for  the  reception  of  persons  afflicted  with 
pestilential  or  contagious  diseases,  the  Board  of  Health  shall  commu- 
nicate  the  fact  to  the  Mayor,  together  with  such  recommendations  as 
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tb«  occaaion  may  Heem  to  require ;  that  if  the  Mayor  grant  the  requisite 
ftotboritf,  the  Board  of  Health  ehall  proceed  to  emploj'  a  physician  to 
the  Peet-Uouae,  toKcther  with  stich  other  attendance  as  may  be  needed ; 
to  procure  all  aeceeeary  supplies;  and  to  prescribe  the  necessary  rules 
and  regulations  for  its  efficient  management ;  that  the  Health  Officer 
shall  keep  a  book,  to  be  entitled,  "The  Raster  of  the  City  Peat- 
House,"  in  which  shall  be  registered  the  names,  ages,  eexea,  colors, 
nationalities,  diseases,  dates  of  admission,  dates  of  discharge,  deaths, 
and  recoveries,  together  with  such  other  details  as  the  Board  of  Health 
may  think  proper. 

Article  VII, — Report*,  Etc. 

8bg.  13.  Be  U  further  ordained.  That  the  Health  Officer  shall  make 
to  the  Board  of  Ht-alth  regular  weekly  reports  of  all  the  business  done 
in  connection  with  his  office,  including  the  report  of  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  city,  the  report  of  births  and  deaths,  the  report  of  the  City 
Dispensary,  the  report  of  the  City  Fest-Houee  (when  that  institution  is 
openfor  the  reception  of  patients),  together  with  such  other  information 
as  the  Board  of  Health  may  lequire.  That  the  Board  of  Health  shall 
make  to  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Boards,  on  the  first  of  every  month, 
a  full  report  of  the  operations  of  tlie  Health  Department  for  the  preced-' 
ing  month,  said  report  to  include  a  summary  of  the  weekly  reports  of 
the  Health  Officer,  together  with  such  otiier  information  and  sach  rec- 
ommendations as  to  the  Board  of  Health  may  seem  advisable.  That 
the  Board  of  Health  shall  also  make  to  the  Miyor  and  the  Municipal 
Boards,  about  the  first  of  every  year,  a  full  report  of  all  the  operations 
of  the  Board  for  the  preceding  year,  said  report  to  include  the  vital  and 
sanitary  statistics  of  the  city,  together  with  such  other  information  as 
the  Board  of  Healtb  may  deem  advisable. 

Sac.  U.  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Board  of  Health  shall  make 
no  expenditures,  except  auch  as  may  t>e  authorised  by  existing  ordinan- 
ces, or  such  aa  may  be  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  by  special  action 
of  the  Mayor,  or  of  the  Municipal  Boards. 

Sac.  15.  Be  U  further  ordained,  That  all  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordi- 
nances conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  be,  and  are 
bereoy  repealed. 


THE  POLICY  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  IN  REGARD 
TO  NATIONAL  QUARANTINE. 

The  policy  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  regard  to  National  quar- 
antine, and  the  quarantine  powers  of  the  National  Board  of  Health,  is 
briefly  indicated  in  the  following  Memorial : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  the  Howe  of  Repreientativet  of  the  Con- 

greu  of  the  United  Statet  of  America: 

The-Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  having  duly  considered 
the  scope  uid  tendency  of  the  several  bills  now  pending  in  the  Congress 
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of  the  United  Sates,  "  To  iDcreue  the  efficiencj'  of  the  National  BoaH 
of  Health,"  have  reached,  in  reference  Uithe  same,  the  following  general 
concluBiona,  namnly: 

(1.)  That  it  is  the  duty  an  well  as  the  privilege  of  every  co mm nnity, 
as  well  as  of  every  individual,  to  take  care  of  itself  tO'the  full  extent  of 
ite  ability  to  do  so,  and,  amongat  other  things,  to  protect  itself  against 
the  invaeion  of  epidemic  diseasea. 

(2.)  That  the  practical  <|uesttonB  involved  in  the  estahliahment  and 
management  of  (juarantine,  are  of  such  grave  importance,  and  affect  so 
intimately  and  ao  profoundly  the  material  intereata  of  the  State,  and  of 
the  local  communities  within  the  State,  as  to  wake  it  neither  wise  nor 
prudent  lor  us. to  intruat  the  administration  ol  quarantine  to  the  hands 
of  any  other  health  authorities  than  thoEe  who  are  of  ourown  appoint- 
ment and  directly  lesponsihlc  to  our  own  people. 

(3.)  That  while  the  several  bills  now  pending  in  the  National  Con- 
gress "  To  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  National  Board  o(  Health,"  do 
not  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  Slate  and  local  authorities  to  proclaim 
and  enforce  such  quarantine  regulations,  in  addition  to  those  ot  the 
National  Board,  as  to  (hem  may  seem  adviaable,  they  are  still  open  to 
objection  Irom  the  fact  that  they  give  to  the  National  Board  the  pover 
to  establish  and  ailminister  quarantine  within  Ibe  limits  of  the  State 
against  all  commerce  and  travel  of  which  one  of  the  terminal  points 
lies  outside  of  the  state,  and  this  without  the  consent  of  the  local 
authorities,  and  even  without  consultation  with  them. 

(4.)  That  it  acems  ts  us  to  be  a  proposition  clearly  self-evident  to  all 
persons  of  competent  judgment  in  questions  of  this  kind  that  the  State 
can  not  afford  to  allow  this  large  grant  of  power,  so  nearly  affecting  the 
welfare  ol  our  people,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  National  Board 
of  Health,  or  of  any  other  agent  of  the  federal  government,  without 
making  earnest  efforts  to  prevent  it. 

(60  That  without  entering  into  the  diKcussion  of  the  principlcH  and 
circumstances  under  which  it  may  become  advisable  for  the  general 
government  to  extend  Co  state  and  municipal  authoritica  pecuniary  and 
other  aaaistance  towarda  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  quaran- 
tines, it  Btill  seems  perfectly  clear  to  us  that  the  pioclamation  and  ad- 
ministration of  quarantines  should,  in  all  cases,  be  reserved  to  the  State 
and  municipal  authorities. 

(6.)  Thatitalsoaeemstoustobe  true,  beyond  all  reasonable  question, 
that  no  uniform  system  of  quarantine  regulations,  suitable  to  all  timea 
and  places,  can  possibly  be  ileviaed ;  but  per  eonlra,  that  the  quarantine 
regulations  that  are  applicable  to  one  place  will  often  prove  entirely  un- 
suited  to  the  wants  of  another  place ;  and  that  in  different  seasons  even 
the  same  place  will  require  widely  different  regulations. 

(7.)  That  it  is  the  circuroslantial  delaila  of  quarantines  that  present 
the  practically  dlflicult  and  important  problems  ot  quarantine  adminis- 
tration; and  that  these  can  not  be  wisely  managed  except  by  experts, 
who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  local  and  surrounding  conditions. 
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(8.)  That  these  propositions  being  admitted],  it  followe  thflt  the  rule 
establiBhed  last  yeai  bj  the  National  Board  of  Health,  to  the  effect  that 
assistance  should  be  extended  only  to  sach  State  and  municipal  boards 
as  had  first  adopted  tne  national  roles  and  regulations,  is  very  giavely 
objectionable,  both  in  principal  and  practice,  and  ongbt  not  to  be  con- 

(9.)  That  the  only  wise  and  expedient  role  in  this  regard  is  tbis, 
namelr :  niat  such  State  aod  municipat  boardii  as  desire  the  assistance 
of  the  National  Board,  should  be  required  to  submit  their  own  local 
regalations  to  the  National  Board  for  examination,  and  that  if  theseare 
loond  by  the  National  Board  to  he  of  reasonable  thoroughness  and  suffi- 
ciency, the  needed  assistance  should  then  be  granted. 

(10.)  That  the  National  Board  ought,  properly,  to  have  the  general 
direction  and  control  of  quarantines  against  foreign  countries;  but  that 
even  thesft  interoatiooal  quarantines  could  be  moat  wisely  and  efficiently 
admtiiistered  through  the  agency  of  the  stale  and  mnuicipal  lioards 
having  local  jurisdiction  over  oar  seaport  cities. 

(It. J  That  we  are  is  no  sense  antagonistic  to  the  National  Board:  but, 
contrariwise,  appreciate  very  fully  that  ii  has  for  the  eierciaeof  its  legiti- 
mate fonctiooe  a  wide  and  importoat  field  of  ueefalness,  within  which 
the  state  and  municipal  boards  have  no  jurisdiction,  and  this  without 
emaacalating  and  weakening  the  etat«  and  municipal  boards,  and  with- 
ont  absorbing  directly  or  indirectly  their  most  important  functions. 

(12.)  That  holding  these  opinions,  we  should  very  much  regret  to 
see  the  power  and  usefulness  of  the  National  Board,  in  its  own  proper 
field  of  action,  diminiahed  or  destroyed  by  the  withholding  of  the  appro- 
priations for  wbiph  it  has  made  application,  and  which  are  indubitably 
necessary  for  the  succeasful  contJnuance  of  the  scientific  investigations, 
sanitary  surveys,  and  other  works  of  sanitary  admiuiatration  and  re- 
search which  ft  has  auspiciously  begun. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  'ilabama. 

Done  in  the  City  of  Mon^omery,  oii  the  10th  day  of  May,  Anno  Dom- 
ini, 1880. 
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THE  REPORTS  OF  THE  STATE  HEALTH  OFFICEE. 


(1)      THE  ODTBREAK  OF  YELLOW  FEVER  AT  BREWTON  IN  1883. 

Breirton  is  the  county  site  of  Escambia  connty,  Alabama. 
It  is  on  both  sides  of  the  Mobile  and  'Montgomery  Railway, 
and  is  distant  from  Mobile  seventy-four  miles, — from  Mont- 
gomery one  hundred  and  six  miles, — from  Fenaacola  Junc- 
tion fonrteen  miles, — from  Fensacola  sisty-six  miles, — from 
Oakfield  sixty  miles, — from  Molino  forty-three  miles, — 
from  Watson's  sixty-five  miles, — from  Millview  sixty-five 
miles. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  population  is  included  between 
two  creeks — Murder  creek  and  Burnt  Corn  creek — s  short 
distance  above  their  junction  and  a  few  miles  above  the  point 
where  (hey  empty  into  the  Escambia  river;  while  a  smaller 
part  of  the  population  that  is  claimed  for  the  place  have 
their  residences  across  the  creeks, —  my  five  hundred  be- 
tween the  creeks  and  three  hundred  beyond  them,  making 
about  eight  hundred  in  all. 

For  many  miles  in  every  direction  the  country  is  one 
great  expanse  of  sandy  land  covered  by  pine  foreste,  except 
that  along  the  creeks  the  pines  are  intermixed  with  other 
trees  and  shrubs.  The  creeks  run  between  sandy  shores 
and  over  sandy  bottoms ;  and  while  the  creeks  sometimes 
overflow  their  banks  there  is  not  much  swamp  properly  so- 
called.  The  soil  being  poor,  very  little  of  it  is  under  culti- 
vation. There  are  several  saw  mills  in  the  adjoining  coun- 
try, and  the  principle  business  of  the  people  is  the  cutting 
of  timber  and  the  preparation  of  lumber  for  the  market. 

The  fever  was  ooafined  to  that  part  of  the  town  between 
the  creeks,  no  cases  occurring  beyond  the  creek  except  a 
few,  who  contracted  the  infection  in  the  infected  quarter  of 
the  town  and  then  moved  out.  During  the  earlier  weeksof 
the  epidemic,  through  misapprehension  of  its  true  nature, 
only  a  tew  of  the  more  prudent  or  more  timid  citizens 
thought  it  advisable  to  leave  their  homes.    But  a  little  later 
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in  the  season,  after  the  whole  population,  except  the  local 
doctors,  hecame  at  last  coovinced  that  it  was  yellow  fever 
they  had  to  deal  with,  so  many  of  them  left  that  there 
remaiiied  by  actual  count  between  the  creeks  less  than  one 
hundred  souls,  including  the  sick,  the  convalescent  and  the 
well.  To  this  general  exodus  is  to  be  ascribed  the  limitation 
of  the  epidemic  to  about  seventy  cases,  with  about  twenty- 
eight  deaths.  The  refugees  made  no  attempt  to  get  away 
by  railroad,  but  simply  moved  a  few  miles  into  the  country. 

Already,  before  the  end  of  October,  it  was  evident  thai 
tbe  epidemic  was  approaching  its  end.  The  fire  was  dying 
out  for  want  of  fuel.  On  the  night  between  the  second  and 
third  of  November  came  the  frost — the  welcome  frost. 
The  summer  had  been  unprecedeotedly  dry,  and  so  there 
was  but  little  moisture  in  the  air,  and  the  frost  was  not 
able  generally  to  make  a  fine  display ;  but  wherever  there 
was  moisture  there  was  the  frost  to  be  seen,  and  in  many 
places  ice  as  thick  as  a  knife-blade  was  found.  Taking 
everything  into  consideration,  I  felt  safe  in  sendii)g  out  a 
dispatch  in  the  following  words :  "November  3.  Frost  and 
ice  in  abundance.  No  more  danger  from  Brewton.  Befu- 
gees  may  return  safely,  provided  they  have  their  houses 
thoroughly  disinfected  and  ventilated." 

So  far  OS  my  opinions  were  put  to.  the  test,  they  proved 
to  be  correct  Only  two  more  cases  of  fever  occurred, 
namely,  Father  Johannot  on  the  third,  and  Mrs.  Arends  on 
the  sixth,  and  these  dates  show  clearly  that  in  these  cases 
the  infection  had  been  contracted  before  the  coming  of  the 
frost. 

Refugees  were  in  no  hurry  to  return.  They  ventured 
into  town  in  tbe  day  time,  looked  after  pressing  matters  of 
business,  made  arrangements  for  the  disinfection  of  their 
bouses,  etc.  ;  but  continued  to  live  outside  of  the  lines 
which  marked  the  extension  of  the  epidemic.  On  the 
14th — I  have  lost  the  memorandum  of  the  date,  but  I 
think  it  was  the  14th — there  was  a  second  frost,  and  after 
this  the  quarantines  were  all  removed,  and  the  refugees 
flocked  back  home. 

How  did  tbe  fever  get  to  Brewton  ?  The  introduction  of 
the  fever  into  Brewton  has  never  been  distinctly  traced.    In 
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f^eneral  t^rms  no  reasonable  man  can  donbt  that  it  oame 
either  directly  or  indirectly  from  Pensacola. 

Tiiere  vrs  yellow  fever  in  Pensacola  certainly  as  early  as 
the  22ud  of  August,  and  perhaps  at  a  much  earlier  date. 
From  the  infected  focus  on  Palafox  wharf  it  had  been  car- 
ried to  ftJillview,  and  Myrtle  Grove,  and  to  Watson's,  and 
to  many  other  places  nearer  to  Brewton  than  Pensacola 
itself;  and  all  this  before  the  occurrence  of  any  case  in 
Brewton.  Indeed,  if,  as  I  firmly  believe,  the  Barron  caRes  of 
black  vomit  fever  were  genuine  cases  of  yellow  fever,  con- 
tracted at  Hendricks,  near  Oakfield,  the  disease  had  been 
broaght  into  private  families  in  Escambia  county,  and  within 
a  few  miles  of  Brewton,  before  Brewton  itself  was  invaded. 

There  were  pla^s  enough  for  it  to  be  brought  from,  and 
a  hundred  avenues  were  open  for  its  passage.  It  did  not 
originate  in  Brewton.  It  must,  therefore,  have  been  broaght 
in.  And,  as  I  have  said,  the  conclusion  is  well  nigh  irresis- 
tible thqt  it  was  brought  from  Pensacola  either  directly  or 
indirectly.  The  two  following  facta  I  give  for  what  they 
may  he  worth,  not  myself  believing  them  to  be  worth  much  : 

(1)  On  the  22nd  of  August  Mr.  Stokes  was  in  Pensacola, 
and  was  with  the  crowd  on  Palafox  wharf  when  Jasper 
Rand's  shanty  was  burned.  He  remained  well  during  the 
epidemia 

(2)  Ten  residents  of  Pensacola  who  fled  Jrom  that  place 
along  with  many  others  in  the  panic  of  the  22d  of  August, 
stopped  in  Brewton,  namely  :  Mr.  John  W.  Prater,  wife, 
and  three  children  ;  H.  Baars,  Mr.  Dunwoody  and  two  sons; 
Mr.  W.  W.  Downing. 

Before  many  days,  and  sometime  before  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember, these  parties  all  returned  to  Pensacola.  None  of 
them  were  sick  during;  their  stay  at  Brewton.  They  were 
uot  taken  into  private  families  in  Brewton,  but  occupied 
<>ue  or  two  vacant  stores — especially  Duggan's  store.  Here 
they  were  visited  by  Dr.  Rankin  and  others.  Mr.  Baar's 
office  was  on  Palafox  wharf,  and  some  of  the  others  were 
his  clerks.  It  is  of  course  possible  that  the  infection  might 
have  been  brought  iu  the  baggage  of  these  men;  and  the 
dates  coincide  very  well  with  this  presumption. 

The  first  case  is  commonlv  believed  to  have  been  that  of 
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Dr.  Henry  Bankic,  who  f^ot  sick  ou  the  12th  of  Bcjitember, 
and  died  with  black  vomit  on  the  1 8th.  It  is  well  estiih- 
lished  that  he  hail  uot  been,  within  iiuy  limit  of  timt-  befure 
bis  sickness  that  wouhl  warrant  the  belief  that  ho  liud  wm- 
tracted  the  infection,  in  either  place,  either  to  I'eusucola  or 
to  the  Navy  Yard, 

There  was  another  ciise  of  sickness  in  Brewton  tliat 
deserves  to  be  mentioned.  A  Mr.  Hinote,  who,  iu  conjuiic- 
tiou  with  Mr.  Stokes,  keeps  a  liverj-  stable,  was  sick  only  a 
short  time  prior  to  Kankin's  attack.  He  had  been  in  Fhirida 
a  little  before  Lis  sickness,  and  so,  by  possibility,  may  havt* 
been  exposed  somewhere  to  infection.  He,  himself,  believed 
that  his  fever  was  of  the  same  nature  as  that  which  subse- 
quently prevailed  iu  the  town.  The  dot-tror  who  treated  him 
did  uot  think  so,  and  so  liis  name  does  not  appear  o»  my 
list  of  cases. 

A   PROBLEM   IN   DIAGNOSIS. 

I  reached  Browton  about  noon  on  the  third  day  of  Octo- 
ber. I  immediately  apprized  the  local  physician  of  my 
coming,  took  a  hurried  dinner,  and  bef^an  my  investi'^ation 
by  one  o'clock. 

The  physicians  of  the  place  were  two — Dr.  H.  H.  Malone. 
and  Dr.  B.  W.  Farish.  To  these  must  be  ailded  Dr.  J.  T. 
B.  Foard,  the  health  officer  of  the  county,  whose  place  of 
residence  was*l'ollard,  some  twelve  miles  distant,  but  who 
at  this  time  came  every  morning  to  Browton  and  returned 
at  night.  After  a  few  days  he  ceased  goinf;to  Pollard,  and 
remained  permaueutly  in  Brewtou  until  the  end  of  the  epi- 
demic. All  of  these  geutlemen  are  regularly  educated 
and  intelligent  practitioners  of  medicine,  and  have  W-en 
engaged  in  practice  in  Browton  and  the  contitjuous  country 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  since  befori'  the  war,  and  were  ■ 
therefore,  well  acquainted  with  the  diseases  of  the  locality. 
They  gave  me  a  cordial  reception,  and  showed  me  all  the 
cases  they  liiul  under  treatment.  Of  these,  only  two  werii 
of  any  assistance  toward  making  a  diagnosis,  namely  ;  .Mr.s. 
Taylor  Ghent,  and  her  eighteen  months  old  daughter, 
NeUio. 

Mrs.  Ghent  was  taken  sick  on  the  ^blth  ot  September,  so 
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tha,t  I  Haw  )ier  tir»t  ou  the  sixth  day  of  her  illness.  Her 
(tkiii  iDtlicated  fever,  but  as  I  bad  uo  thermometer,  I  could 
only  f^uesB  at  the  temperature,  which  I  judged  to  be  between 
103  ftud  104.  The  pulse  rate  was  100  to  the  minute,  of  fair 
volume  and  compressible.  The  skin  was  flushed,  and  the 
eyes  suffused  and  brilliant,  but  there  was  very  little  discolor- 
ation of  either  eyes  or  skin.  The  urine  was  stated  to  be  of 
normal  quantity  and  ap])earance.  1  tested  a  little  of  it  in 
an  old  tin  sardine  box  and  found  it  heavily  charged  with 
albumin.  This  observation  was  made  on  the  3rd.  Ou  the 
4th,  I  had  obtained  a  thermometer,  and  at  noon  her  temper- 
ature was  103,  jjulse  100,  and  general  symptoms  unchanged. 
This  case  was  a  very  protracted  one,  but  ultimately  recov- 
ered. The  child,  little  Nellie,  was  moribund  when  I  saw 
her,  and  died  within  a  few  minutes— in  less  than  ten  min- 
utes I  should  think.  The  eyes  and  skin  were  decidedly, 
bnt  not  intensely  yellow,  and  a  little  retching  brought  up  a 
few  teaspooufuls  of  black,  glairy  vomit,  resembling  coffee 
grounds,  or  prune  juice.  I  saw  also  other  evidences  of 
black  vomit  ou  thu  handkerchiefs  and  towels  that  had  been 
used  about  her.  After  death  the  discoloration  became 
profound. 

Besides  these  two  cases  I  saw  Mrs.  Bahb,  and  her  two 
children.  Willie  aud  Ri^bort ;  Mrs.  Riley  and  Miss  Nora 
Kiley,  ami  perhaps  one  or  two  others.  But  these  cases  gave 
no  indication  of  yellow  fever  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge. 
Indeed,  having  nh  thermometer  to  measure  the  temperature, 
I  was  not  able  to  discover  that  they  had  any  fever  at  alt, 
while  the  skin  and  eyes  were  free  from  discoloration,  and 
all  the  symptoms  were  of  a  negative  character.  The  adults 
hail  all  sickened  on  the  28th  of  September,  and  the  two 
children  on  the  first  of  October.  The  adults,  therefore, 
must  have  had  mild  attacks  aud  had  passed  the  critical 
)<eri()d,  and  the  children  were  in  the  period  of  calm.  That 
the  children  had  yellow  fever  ia  beyond  question,  because 
subsequently  botli  of  them  had  black  vomii  But,  even 
during  the  black  vomit  stage,  they  had  little  or  no  fever, 
and  seemed  to  suffer  very  little  inconvenience  of  any  sort. 
They  preseuteil  no  signs  of  discoloration,  and  made  prompt 
recoveries.     It  was  on  the  ninth  day  of  October,  and  the 
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ninth  day,  also,  after  the  attack,  that  the  black  vomit  was 
ejected. 

Two  other  cases  I  also  saw,  namely  :  Mr.  E.  F.  Brewton, 
taken  sick  on  the  third  of  October,  the  day  of  ray  arrival, 
and  Mrs.  Martha  Brewton,  taken  on  the  fourth.  These 
were  both  severe  cases,  and  subsequently  died  with  black 
vomit ;  but  they  were  not  sufficiently  developed  to  be  of 
mnch  use  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  immediate  diag- 
nosis. 

0ABE8  THAT  HAD   PRBVI0D8LY  OCCDBBED. 

The  previous  cases  of  sickness  described  to  me  by  the 
local  physicians  were  as  follows  : 

(1)  Mr.  James  Snowdon,  who  had  been  at  work  driving 
piles  on  a  railroad  in  a  very  malarious  part  of  Mississippi, 
where  he  had  chills.  He  came  home  to  Brewton  towards 
the  last  of  August,  and  was  taken  sick  about  the  ^IHh  or 
31st  of  August  For  half  a  day  he  vomited  almost  pure 
blood,  and  passed  the  same  copiouslj  from  his  bowels. 
His  case  was  regarded  by  his  physician  as  one  of  hemor- 
rhagic malarial  fever  without  h^ematuria.  He  recovered 
from  this  attack.  Tlie  vomit  in  this  ease  seems  to  have 
been  unaltered  blood  ;  and  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  this 
was  not  a  case  of  yellow  fever;  an  opinion  which  seems  to 
have  been  subsequently  verified  when  this  same  man  died 
on  the  18th  of  October  with  genuine  black  vomit 

(2)  Dr.  Henry  L.  Bankin,  dentist,  waS  taken  sick  on  the 
9th  of  September,  and  died  on  the  18tb^  He  had  jatimlice 
before  his  sickness  came  on.  He  threw  up  black  vomit, 
sometimes  almost  pure  blood,  for  two  or  three  days  befi)r6 
he  died;  was  very  yellow  before  be  was  buried.  He  is  I>e- 
lieved  not  to  have  been  away  from  Brewton  for  three 
months  before  his  death.  He  boarded  at  Mra.  Downiuf-'s, 
and  was  waited  on  by  the  family  during  his  sickness. 

(3)  Misa  Fanny  Downing  was  taken  sick,  also  in  the 
Downing  bouse,  on  the  23d  of  September,  and  died  of 
black  vomit  on  the  2!)th. 

(4)  Mrs.  Taylor  Ghent,  sister  of  the  preceding,  was 
taken  sick  on  the  same  day,  the  2.3d,  and  in  the  same  house. 
She  did  not  have  black  vomit,  and  recovered. 
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(5)  Mrs.  J.  R.  Downing,  mother  of  Miss  Fanny  Down- 
ing and  Mrs.  Taylor  Olient,  was  taken  sick  on  t)ie  24tli  of 
September,  She  was  semi -comatose  from  the  beginning, 
threw  np  black  vomit,  auci  died  on  the  29th. 

The  symptoms  of  these  cases,  as  reported  to  me  by  Dra. 
Malone  and  Farislj,  were  as  follows :  First,  a  fever  of  con- 
tinuona  type,  lasting  three  or  four  days;  then  a  remission 
or  intermission  for  a  day  or  ao,  with  no  fever,  or  very  lit- 
tle; then  another  fever,  lasting  a  day  or  two,  with  black 
vomit  and  death.  The  bowels  were  inclined  to  be  costive, 
and  did  not  respond  well  to  purgatives ;  the  urine  normal 
in  amount  and  appearance;  range  of  temperature  not  very 
high ;  pulse  during  the  febrile  sti^e,  from  100  to  120  per 
minute;  and  from  the  fifth  to  the  eighth  day,  the  skiaand 
eyes  became  yellow.  Quinine,  given  in  large  and  repeated 
doses,  failed  to  control  the  fever.  It  is  necessary  to  add 
that  this  description  was  given  from  memory;  no  clinical 
records  had  been  kept ;  the  thermometer  had  not  been  used 
to  determine  the  temperature;  the  poise  had  not  been 
counted  by  the  watch ;  the  urine  had  not  been  tested  for 
albumen. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  4tli  of  October — that  is  to  say, 
at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours  after  my  arrival — a  consul- 
tation of  pby.sicians  was  held  to  discuss  the  character  of 
the  fever.  There  were  present.  Dr.  Foard,  Dr.  Malone,  Dr. 
Farish,  and  myself.  Dr.  Wilkinson,  of  Penaacola  Junction, 
had  been  invited* to  attend  the  conference,  but  did  not 
reach  Brewton  until  nightfall.  His  testimony,  however, 
will  be  given  in  connection  with  that  of  the  local  physi- 
cians. I  opened  the  consultation  by  saying,  in  substance ; 
"This  consultation  is  a  very  important  one,  I  have  seen 
too  little  to  base  any  confident  opinion  on  my  own  observa- 
tions, but  what  little  I  have  seen  is  strongly  suggestive  of 
yellow  fever,  particularly  the  case  of  Nellie  Ghent.  The 
clinical  history  of  the  fiital  diHea.se  as  it  has  been  related  to 
me,  although  incomplete  at  many  points,  is,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  almost  a  typical  picture  of  yellow  fever,  and  I  know 
of  no  other  disease  which  presents  a  similar  concourse  of 
symptoms.  I  have  had  no  personal  experience  with  hem- 
orrhagic malarial  fever,  but  as  it  has  been  described  in  med- 
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ical  works,  it  seemB  to  me  to  be  very  different  from  tlie  dia- 
eaae  dow  prevailiup  in  Brewtou.  I  am  oliligod  to  believe, 
therefore,  that  the  fever  we  liave  to  deal  with  is  yellow 
fever," 

The  arguments  of  the  local  physicians  agaiust  this  con- 
clusion were  about  as  follows,  Dr.  Foard  beiug  the  princi- 
pal speaker:  (1)  It  can  not  be  yellow  fever,  because  it  can 
not  be  traced  to  any  outside  source  of  infectiou,  and  must 
have  originated  Jie re.  (2)  It  can  not  be  yellow  fever,  be- 
cause there  has  beeu  a  considi-rable  number  of  cases  of  the 
same  fever  scattered  through  llie  piney  woods  at  isolated 
farm  houses,  where  infectiou  is  uttovly  out  of  question.  Dr. 
Foard  had  seen  seven  o£  thcsii  wises  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Pollard,  of  which  number  four  had  black  vomit,  and 
one  died.  In  three,  there  wjih  albuminous  urine.  Dr.  S'tv- 
lone  had  seen  two  or  three  similar  cases  in  the  ueigborhood 
of  Brewton.  Dr.  Wilkinson  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  the 
character  of  the  fever  in  Brewton,  not  having  seen  the 
cases,  but  he  had  treated  a  number  of  cases  of  a  very  se- 
vere type  of  fever  in  Escambia  and  Santa  Rosa  counties,  in 
Florida.  Some  of  these  had  albuminous  urine  aud  black 
vomit.  He  had  never  seen  yellow  fever,  unless  these  cjiscs 
were  yellow  fever,  and  supposed  he  had  been  dealing  with 
a  pernicious  form  of  malarial  fever.  (3)  The  two  forego- 
ing ailments  are  negative.  The  next  is  direct  and  posi- 
tive. These  gentlemen  did  not  i>reteud  to  know  much 
about  yellow  fever,  but  they  did  know  something  about  ma- 
larial fever,  having  troated  it  in  all  its  protean  forms,  and 
they  recognized  the  fever  in  Brewton  as  pernicious  or  hem- 
orrb^ic  malarial  fever,  which  was  not  at  all  a  stranger  to 
them.  Dr.  Foard  had  seen  a  few  such  cases  almost  every 
year  in  his  practice.  Dr.  Maloue  had  seen  entirely  siniilar 
cases  in  previous  years,  when  there  was  no  possibility  of 
yellow  fever.  Dr.  Farish  had  treated  cases  of  the  same 
character  when  he  practiced  in  Monroe  county. 

Not  only  were  the  physicians  of  Brewton,  at  the  time  of 
this  consultation,  earnestly  of  the  opinion  that  the  prevail- 
ing fever  was  malarial  fever,  and  not  yellow  fever,  but  they 
held  firmly  to  this  opinion  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
the  epidemic  to  its  termination,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  advised, 
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!i»ve  never  since  iilteretl  their  mincla  in  regard  to  it  This 
■in  evident  from  tlieir  coinmnnicatiuna  to  the  newspapers  of 
Mobile  and  Montf^omery,  several  of  which  are  here  snb- 
jiiined.  Sfiveral  of  these  communications  were  signed  by 
all  three  of  them.  Others  were-signed  by  Dr.  Foard  alone, 
but  were  understood  to  receive  the  tacit  endorsement  of  the 
other  two. 

TESTIMONY    OF    THE    PBYfllCIAKS   OP   BBEWTON. 

October  7th, — Two  mild  cases  of  malarial  fover  developed 
iu  Brewton  to-day.  We  are  hopeful  and  confident  of  the 
correctness  of  our  dii^nosis. 

October  8th. — In  your  issue  f  Monfyrmifry  Ail periiser J  of  the 
6tli,  )'ou  publish  to  the  world,  without  explanation  or  reser- 
vation, that  four  deaths  have  iKrcurrcd  in  Brewton  from 
black  vomit.  The  reader  naturally  infers  that  the  black 
vomit  of  yellow  fever  is  meant.  Equity  and  mutual  inter- 
est constrain  me  to  state,  as  a  fact,  that  the  light  brown 
filamentous  matter  ejected  by  some  of  the  sick  is  very  dis- 
similar to  the  black  vomit  of  yellow  fever.  I  deliberately 
reiterate  and  emphasize  ray  former  declaration  that  there 
has  not  been,  aud  is  not  now,  any  yellow  fever  in' Brewton, 
or  any  other  place  in  our  county.  We  expect  fair  treatment 
iit  your  hand^ 

October  9th. — There  have  been  two  deaths  from  malarial 
.fever  since  the  8d  instant.  Thirteen  cases  are  under  treat- 
ment.    We  hope  Mobile  will  stand  by  us  in  our  distress. 

October  10th.— Wo  are  in  distress;  our  people  are  ex- 
hausted; we  need  help.  Please  send  us  four  female  and 
two  male  nurses  to-morrow.     Do  not  fail  us. 

October  10th.— Four  new  cases  of  malarial  fever  to-day. 
Twelve  cases  are  under  treatment,  two  of  which  are  in  a 
critical  condition. 

October  11th. — Our  own  brave  meo  and  women  are  ex- 
hausted by  constant  vigiU  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick.  Wo 
need  nurses.  The  solemn  quiet  of  the  stricken  village  is 
only  disturbed  by  the  minister,  the  norse  aud  the  physician, 
on  their  rounds  of  dnty.  Many  houses  are  draped  with 
the  emblems  of  woe.     Tlie  otEcial  business  of  the  county 
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la  entirely  aaspended,  the  stores  are  closed,  an<i  the  tttreets 
are  deserted. 

Bbt.  R  p.  Baker  never  wearies  in  )iis  efforts  to  assuiige 
the  suffering  of  the  sick  or  soften  the  pangs  of  the  dying. 
He  has  won  great  distinction  as  a  nurse  and  spiritual  com- 
forter. Long  may  he  wear  it  Messrs.  Parish  and  Malone 
have  been  on  day  and  night  duty  for  the  ]>ast  three  weeks ; 
they  are  heroes  in  the  cause  of  humanity ;  they  are  an 
honor  to  the  profession  to  which  they  belong.  We  do  not 
expect  any  cessation  of  the  scourge  as  long  as  the  dronght 
prevails.  Two  deaths  W^t  night  from  malarial  fever.  Three 
new  cases  to-day.     One  very  dangerous  case. 

October  12th. — Apologies  are  rarely  sincere,  and  never 
remedy  the  wrong  done.,  Heuce,  the  health  authorities  of 
Escambia  county  seek  none  at  the  hands  of  the  Montgomery 
board  of  health.  The  information  received  bj"  the  board  to 
the  effect  that  the  first  case  and  victim — at  Brewton — had 
visited  Fensacola  some  few  days  previous  to  his  illness,  is 
a  lie  cut  from  the  whole  cloth.  Only  two  other  persons  in 
the  same  house — Bankin  case  and  victim  referred  to — sub- 
sequently sickened  and  died.  The  intimation  by  the  Mont- 
gomery board  of  health  that  the  physicians  here  persist  in 
the  correctness  of  their  diagnosis  for  the  purpose  of  bols- 
tering first  opinions,  does  them  no  credit,  and  merits  no 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  "  physicans  of  Brewton 
and  the  surrounding  country,"  The  "  board"  is  entitled  to 
its  opinions,  and  the  "  physicians  of  Brewton  and  surround-  ■ 
ing  country,"  are  entitled  to  theirs.  For  the  comity  of 
feelings  expressed  by  the  Montgomery  board  of  health,  the 
physicians  of  Brewton  and  surrounding  country"  are  pro- 
foundly grateful ;  but  dare  not  stultify  themselves  for  its 
gratification.  With  proper  deference  we  dissent  from  the 
conclusions  of  the  "  board"  as  to  the  type  of  fever  prevail- 
ing here.  Ho  one  has  tried  to  induce  the  Montgomery 
board  of  health  to  believe  that  it  was  nothing  but  "simple, 
innocent  malarial  fever."  We  said  it  was  malarial  fever, 
and  we  say  so  stilL  May  be  the  "  board"  would  like  it  bet- 
ter if  we  were  to  say  congestive,  malignant,  or  pernicious 
malarial  fever.  In  consequence  of  the  unfair  and  erroneous 
reports  which  have  been  published  about  our  sick  dying 
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from  black  vomit,  aod  so  maoy  cases  of  black  vomit  on 
hand,  Tve  have  not  had  for  the  past  four  days  sufficient  help 
to  bury  our  dead.  There  have  been  no  deaths  from  black 
Tomit  here.  The  matter  eiect«d  by  some  of  the  sick  bears 
about  the  same  relation  to  the  black  vomit  of  yellow  fever 
as  sherry  wine  does  to  ink.  Its  constituents  are  pare  bile, 
gastric  mucus ;  sometimes  a  little  coagulated  blood,  and 
charcoal  water,  which  the  sick  drink  to  allay  nausefk. 

But,  to  return  from  this  digression.  The  result  of  the 
consultation  was,  that  I  said  to  the  local  physicians  in  it 
that  I  could  reach  no  other  conclusion  than  that  the  fever 
prevailing  in  Btewton  was  yellow  fever,  and  that  I  should 
telegraph  to  the  boards  of  health  in  Alabama  to  that  effect. 
At  the  same  time  I  agreed  that  out  of  respect  for  the  unan- 
imous contrary  opinion  so  confidently  entertained  by  them, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I  had  seen  so  little  of  the  dis- 
ease, I  would  admit  that  the  diagnosis  was  doubtful.  This 
I  accordingly  did,  in  my  first  official  telegram. 

On  the  second  day  after  this  consultation  I  paid  a  visit  to 
Pensacola,  the  details  of  which  are  given  in  another  part  of 
this  report.  When  I  returned  to  Brewtoa  several  new  cases 
had  developed  sufficiently  to  make  further  hesitation  as  to 
the  character  of  the  fever  impossible  to  me.  Beyond  all 
peradventure  ot  doubt  it  was  yellow  fever  of  a  malignant 
type.  Subsequently  three  yellow  fever  experts  visited 
Brewtoo,  namely  :  Dr.  Scales  of  Mobile,  Dr.  Stone  of  Savan- 
nah, and  Dr.  Carson  of  New  Orleans,  and  all  of  these, 
after  due  investigation,  agreed  that  my  diagnosis  was  cor- 
rect. The  people  of  Brewton,  also,  very  soon  reached  the 
same  conclusion.  Only  the  doctors  of  the  place,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  remained  permanently  incredqlous. 

I  have  gone  into  all  these  details  to  illustrate  the  embar- 
rassment of  my  position.  Away  from  Brewton  an  anxious 
public  could  not  understand  how  a  man  who  ha<l  seen  as 
much  yellow  fever  as  I  had  should  have  hesitated  at  all; 
while  in  Brewton  itself  the  doctors  and  the  people  were  for 
many  days  indignant  that  I  bad  expressed  an  opinion  which 
they  believed  to  be  so  unjust  and  so  mischievous.  In  the 
meantime  my  embarrassment  grew  largely  out  of  the  fact 
that,  at  that  time,  I  was  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  the 
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clinical  history  of  bemorrlia^ic  nfalnrisil  fover  to  show  how 
in  itn  daily  evolution  tlio  attendant  nyuiiitoms  ililfer  from 
those  of  the  grejit  American  powtileuce ;  Mack  vomit  ami 
ictoroid  discolomtion  being  aflmittodly  common  to  Iwth  of 
them ;  and  I  did  not  know  then,  nor  do  I  know  now,  of  any 
comparative  schedule  of  the  syrai)tomH  of  tho  two  maladioH, 
based  npon  clinical,  in  contrailiHtinetion  to  pathological 
studies,  which  would  enable  any  one  to  discriminate  at  the 
bedKide,  clearly  and  certainly,  the  one  from  the  other.  Cer- 
tainly no  such  bedside  guide  is  to  be  found  in  the  oliiborat© 
discussions  of  the  two  fevers  which  Professor  Joseph  Jones 
arranges  side  by  side  in  the  report  of  tlie  Louisiana  State 
Boaitl  of  Health  for  1S83.  I  made  »p  my  mind,  therefore, 
while  battling  with  the  epidemic  in  fever  stricken  Brewton, 
that  I  would  make  as  critical  a  study  as  I  could  of  hemor- 
rhagic malarial  fever  with  a  view  to  the  preparation  for  the 
future  use  of  health  officials  of  such  a  diagnostic  guide  as  I 
had  felt  the  need  of.  In  this,  I  am  glad  to  say,  I  have  suc- 
ceeded comjiletely  ;  and  I  am  now  able  to  assert  tbat  the 
discrimination  of  yellow  fever  from  hemorrhagic  malarial 
fever  is  as  certain  and  as  easy  as  that  between  any  two 
fevers  whatever  ;  so  certain  and  so  easy  that  mistakes 
become  practically  impossible.  Tliis  diagnostic  schedule 
will  l>e  given  in  an  ap|)endix  to  this  report. 

IILACH    VOMIT   CABES    IN    THE    PINE    WOODS. 

1  have  made  diligent  efl'ort  to  get  definite  accounts  of  the 
various  cases  of  black  vomit  fever  reported  as  having 
occurred  in  the  jiino  woods  in  Escambia  and  Ccmecuh 
counties,  Alabama;  and  in  Escambia ,  and  Santa  Kosa 
counties,  FloriAiV.  In  the  meantime  1  have  much  reason 
for  believing  that  Dr.  Foard's  cases  were  cases  of  gounino 
yellow  finer,  traceable  to  I'onsacola.  Dr.  Feagan's  i;ases  in 
Conecuh  county  were  not  black  vomit  cases  at  all,  but  hom- 
aturic  cases  of  ordinary  hemorrhagic  malarial  typo.  (See 
his  own  account  of  them  in  the  article  on  Hemorrhagic 
Malarial  Fever  in  the  volume  of  Transactions  (or  1S8-J,) 

Dr.  AVilkinson  has  kindly  e(mi)ilied  with  niy  request  to 
write  a  sketch  of  his  ciises,  which  sketch  here  follows,  and 
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affords  proof  that  some  at  least  of  liia  cases  were  {genuine 
yellow  fever : 

Firnt  C'asf. — I  wns  called  about  tlie  Inst  of  August  to  at- 
tend Mrs.  H.  Watson,  living  in  Baldwin  county,  Alabama, 
fifteen  to  eif(bteou  miles  nortb  from  Pensncola.  At  9  o'clock 
p.  m.,  pulse  was  110,  soft,  easily  compressed,  and  nliglitly 
fluttering;  sublingual  temjwrature,  lOH  ;  respiration  30, 
sighing ;  tongue,  white  centre,  red  tips  and  edges.  Her 
friends  told  me  calomel  and  castor  oil  huA  each  been  given 
twice,  but  the  actions  were  scanty,  dark  and  offensive.  She 
had  suffered  a  great  deal  from  pain  in  the  back,  head  and 
limbs,  but  at  the  time  of  my  examination,  the  only  pain  was 
intercostal  neuralgia.  Percussion  evidenced  a  loaded  colon ; 
vomiting  hile,  pyrosis,  and  an  oj»pressed  feeling,  referred  to 
the  stomach,  had  exist«d  from  the  beginning  of  the  disease. 
As  soon  as  irritability  of  the  stomach  was  allayed,  I  gave  ten 
grains  of  calomel  and  twenty  grains  of  quinine.  Bowels 
acted  freely  at  4:30  a.  m. ;  first  dejection  was  formed  forces, 
followed  by  a  discharge  of  a  tarry  consistency  and  color. 
Within  fifteen  minutes  after  the  bowels  had  ceased  moving, 
the  patient,  without  giving  any  warning,  ejected  black  vomit 
with  such  force  as  to  strike  the  wall  four  or  five  feet  from 
her  head.  The  pulse  and  temperature  had  been  slowly  de- 
creasing tor  three  houcs  before  the  vomiting.  Two  or  three 
minutes  of  rest  was  followed  by  a  second  vomiting,  which 
was  canght  in  a  vessel,  and  amounted  to  more  than  a  pint. 
It  was  of  the  same  character  as  the  first 

Seven  o'clock,  a.  m.^ — ^Pulse  8!);  not  more  fluttering  than 
the  preceding  evening,  and  stronger;  sublingual  tomi>era- 
turo  101.8  . 

Ten,  a.  m. — Temperature  103  ;  pulse  110 ;  patient  grow- 
ing comatose ;  respirations  more  sighing. 

Two,  p.  m. — Coma  increasing;  no  abnormal  condition  of 
the  pupils  discoverable;  pulse  125;  axillary  temperature 
104.8  .  Death  ensued  at  o  p.  m.,  accxirapanied  with  slight 
convulsions,  on  the  fifth  day  of  confinement  to  bed.  Urine 
not  oxamine<l,  but  was  passed  regularly.  After  death, 
black  vomit  issued  from  the  mouth  and  nostrils  several 
times.     Hardly  any  noti<;eab!c  discoloration  of  the  skin. 
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Subsequently  Dr.  Wilkinson  made  the  following  addi- 
tions to  the  history  of  this  case : 

February  2fi,  1884. — There  is  pretty  goo<l  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  my  first  case,  viz.,  Mrs.  Watson,  may  have  l>een 
exposed  to  the  infection  of  yellow  fever.  Her  Imsband  has 
learned  that  a  physician  from  Pensacola,  who  visited  his 
bouse  ten  days  previous  to  his  wife's  illness,  was  at  the 
time  attending  a  case  which  proved  to  be  yellow  fever.  If 
yon  will  concede  that  an  attendant's  clothing  can,  from  a 
short  attendance  upon  a  case,  become  so  well  infected  as  to 
convey  the  disease  twenty-five  miles,  driving  in  a  buggy, 
and  communicate,  during  a  short  visit,  the  fever  to  a  resi- 
dent of  the  country  without  subsequent  infection  of  unpro- 
tected nurses  and  friends,  there  is  cause  to  believe  I  was  in 
error  in  my  jadgment  of  the  nature  of  the  disease.  I  now 
believe  I  was  in  error. 

Scaim}  (June. — September  13th,  I  saw  a  son  of  Washing- 
ton Campbell,  aged  five  and  one-half  years.  The  house  is 
on  a  high,  gravely  hill,  but  witliin  one-third  of  a  mile  of 
Escambia  river  swamp,  on  west  side,  and  near  a  creek  bot- 
tom and  a  dry  mill  pond  on  the  other.  Saw  the  patient  on 
third  day  of  illness.  Pfllae  155,  weak,  sublingal  tempera- 
ture (4:30  p.  m.)  105.6';  tongue,  white,  except  tip  bright 
red.  The  bed  clothing,  from  the  vomiting  of  the  patient, 
appeared  as  though  a  pint  or  more  of  coffee  grounds  had 
been  spilled.  The  skin  was  quite  yellow,  mostly  a  bright 
yellow,  but  a  few  places  were  dark  yellow;  urine  albumin- 
ous, containing  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  of  albumen. 
Black  vomit  came  on  while  esamining  the  patient  He  had 
been  delirious  more  than  half  of  the  time  from  the  incep- 
tion of  the  disease,  and  ha<l  three  or  four  convulsions  prior  - 
to  my  visit.  I  did  not  see  him  next  day,  but  his  father  re- 
ported him  improving.  Visited  him  again  on  the  15th. 
Pulse  100;  temperature  (2  p.  m.)  101.6';  trace  of  albumen 
in  urine.  Ha<l  black  vomit  once,  the  night  following  my 
first  visit,  but  it  was  small  in  amount.  Had  daily  reports 
for  three  days  subsequently,  when  convalescence  was  so 
well  established  I  ceased  to  hear  from  him. 

Third  case  :  September  19,  I  was  called  to  attend  a  boy 
twelve  years  old,  son  of  William  Morgan,  on  the  fourth  day 
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of  his  confinemeut  to  bed.  Residence,  Escambia  coimty, 
Florida,  aix  miles  northwest  of  Molino.  The  patient  bad 
been  helping  to  gather  cattle  from  the  woods  and  creek  bot- 
toms four  or  five  days,  and  had  helped  drive  them  to 
McDavid's  butcher  pens,  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Pen- 
sacola,  Florida.  Had  remained  at  the  pens  but  one  or  two 
hours.  Patient  had  been  delirious  at  times  for  a  day  and 
night  before  I  saw  him.  Found  him  aemi-comatose,  but  he 
could  be  aroused  safflciently  to  reply  fairly  to  questions. 
Pupils  normal;  pnlse  140,  compressible,  and  slightly  irreg- 
ular; sublingual  'temperatare  (7^0  p.  m.)  103.!>'^;  respira- 
tion 33,  fairly  regular,  but  occasionally  sighing;  quite  rest- 
less. Would  vomit  every  time  anything  was  swallowed; 
had  made  frequent  complaint  of  a  feeling  of  weight  in  the 
stomach.  Skin  dry  and  colored  deeper  yellow  than  is 
usually  seen  in  jaundice.  Temperature  (7  a.  m.  on  the 
19th),  102- ;  pulse  115;  sweating  freely;  vomiting  allayed; 
naasea  but  slight  Introduced  a  catheter  at  11  a.  m.,  and 
drew  about  twenty  ounces  of  urine,  which  contained  albu- 
men; roughly  estimated  to  be  about  twenty  per  cent.  J'a- 
tient  had  not  voided  urine  for  sixteen  hours  before  cathe- 
terizing.  At  12  o'clock,  noon,  there  was  copious  and  forci- 
ble ejection  of  black  vomit,  which  was  repeated  three  times 
between  that  time  and  10  p.  m.,  when  the  patient  died,  in 
slight  convulsions,  and  with  marked  opisthotonos.  The 
temperature  was  taken  in  the  axilla  four  times  during  the 
last  ten  hours  of  life.     It  steadily  rose  to  105'. 

Subsequently  Dr.  Wilkinson  made  the  following  additions 
to  the  history  of  this  case : 

October  30tli, — I  have  uot  any  positive  information,  but 
from  a  pretty  reliable  source,  I  learn  that  I  hail  one  case  of 
yellow  fever  in  my  practice,  the  son  of  William  Morgan, 
mention  of  which  case  you  will  find  iu  the  memorandum 
which  I  gave  you.  The  same  house,  that  of  Mr.  Hen- 
drix,  near  Oaktield,  was  the  starting  point  of  eleven  or 
twelve  coses,  six  or  seven  of  which  proved  fatal. 

In  the  report  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital Service  on  tho  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  at  Brewton, 
prepareil  by  Drs.  Stone  and  Carson,  and  privately  printed 
by  Dr.  Stone,  I  find  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  Wilkin- 
son, as  follows  : 
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"  I  had  OD6  case  in  my  practice  in  September  last  which 
I  decided  to  be  yellow  fever.  It  occurred  iu  the  open  pine 
woods,  five  or  six  miles  went  of  Moiino,  Florida.  The 
patieut  had  remiiiued  oue  uight  in  a  house  one  mile  from 
Oakfield,  Florida,  the  owner  of  which,  and  hia  wife,  did 
their  trading  aud  sold  produce  in  Peusacola  once  or  twice 
a  week,  and  it  is  even  hinted  that  the  man  ran  the  blockade 
(cordon)  with  a  load  of  vegetables  to  the  Navy  Yard.  At 
the  least,  the  house  referred  to  was  the  focua  of  eleven 
cases  of  the  fever  that  was  quite  virulent,  six  deaths  having 
occurred  among  the  el«veu,  (my  patient  among  the  fatal 
cases),  and  five  reported  to  have  had  black  vomit,  Bnt 
when  I  attempted  t<i  elioit  facts  the  replies  where  wholly 
inconclusive.  Dr.  Bargis,  of  Pensacola,  told  me  he  aaw 
one  of  the  Oakfield  cases  once,  bnt  not  suflncientlj  to  di^- 
nose  the  case.  From  the  history  of  the  fever  obtained 
from  a  non-professional  he  is  convinced  it  was  yellow  fever. 

1  have  givenyounoteaofthreecaaesasfuUy  as  I  can  from 
memory.  I  have  had  two  other  cases  with  black  vomit, 
bojh  of  which  made  recoveries,  but  cannot  now  recall  their 
conditions  snfliciently  to  give  you  any  reliable  notes  of  them. 
Altogether,  I  have  had  eleven  cases  of  fever  which  I  have 
judged  to  be  of  same  type  as  those  having  black  vomit.  I 
have  not  detailed  treatment,  bnt  state  here,  calomel  at  the 
outset  was  giveu  in  nearly  every  case  followed,  as  needed, 
by  Kochelle  salts  or  seidlitz  powders.  For  ailnlts,  an 
average  of  40  grains  of  quinine  was  given  daily,  in  two  or 
three  doses  for  about  four  days.  Bismuth,  cerium,  man- 
ganese, lime  water,  and  hot  water  were  used  to  allay  vomit- 
ing with  counter-irritants.  In  some  cases  I  had  to  respect 
the  Htum!u^h  aud  give  medicine  and  food  by  enema.  Tinc- 
ture aconite,  tincture  digitalis,  nitrate  potassa,  acetate 
potassa,  fluid  extract  ergot,  and  alcohol  were  the  other 
remedies  used  in  several  casea. 

"All  of  my  patients  referred  to  in  this  connection  were 
south  of  this  place  ;  the  nearest,  is  (Campbell's  son)  seven 
miles  South-east  in  Santa  Kosa  county,  Florida.  Three, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Fillingin  and  Judaon  Bryars,  were 
nine  miles  south  of  Whiting,  throe  miles  south  of  Bluff 
Springa.     They  live  near  the  liscambla  river  swamp  and  in 
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Canoe  cioek  bottom.  Noiio  of  tbem  had  Ijeeu  exposed  to 
the  iufectioii  of  yellow  fever,  milcisH  you  Ciin  coniit  Moifiiiii's 
s<m  as  80  exposed ;  uor  did  auy  cases  develop  by  the  attend- 
ance of  unprotected  persons  upon  tlieni. 

THE    DIFfEUENTlAL    DIAGNOSIS    KETWEEN    VEI.LOW    FEVBll    AND 
TOE   HEMOKKIIAOIC   MALAltlAL  FE\'Elt   OF  .\LA1(AM;V. 

No  attempt  is  here  made  to  f;ivQ  complete  and  systemiitic 
uliuical  desciijitioiis  of  the  two  fevers  lietweeu  wliich  com- 
])arison  is  made.  On  the  contrary  I  have  intentionally 
confined  myself  to  pointing  out  the  salient  distini^tions 
between  them  in  order  simjily  to  facilitate  their  discrimina- 
tion at  the  bed-side. 

IX/uir  Frr,r.  lli:,«:Trh.,yic.  ilalarml  Fti-rr. 
(I)  Velliiw  (ever  shows  ud  ilisiio-  (II  lloiuorrhngic  niularinl  fever 
Hitif.n  to  ntlHC'k  by  ptefereoro  [ler-  aliiK'sl  Hlwiiys  Knpprveiieit  npt>n  a 
HOUH  uLiK  Uiive  bcun  pruviouxly  ex-  chrouic  lunlnrinl  ciidieitia,  iiuil  never 
piHieJ  tn  iiialuritil  iiitliieiivuK,  or  who  nttiiuliH  pcrNODH  who  hitve  not  been 
nrt- vicliuiH  of  ebruiiiu  chiliB,  ape.'iully  ovposeil  to  nialnrial  iuflu- 
Cil  Thcinitinl  pikrosLVKUi  of  yellow  (2)  l(uuioTTliii|iic  liuilnrial  fever 
(ever  UHhiuyHoC  tlii'uoutiDneil  type,  lie^itis  iisiiiiltyns  itu  intcrmittunt;  in, 
tiuil  it  naiiHlly  ul  tbrec  iIhj's  iluru-  however,  (lurnxinnitlly  reiuitleut,  but 
tiuu:  Fullowintj  this eoiiiwt  the  pericHl  ia  i;ever  iit  tlrHl  iioDliifftouH. 
o(  eslui:  nud  this  iimy  piisM  irihcusi-  It  'loi-s  not  priHcnl  io  iitiy  piirt  "f 
biy  iiiti>  the  pcrioil  uf  eoiivHleHcenei'.  itH  ei>nr»o  nDyUiinK  nnnli^'ons  to  the 
Or  thu  puriod  of  ciiliii  lUHy  bo  ful-  i»i1lii  of  yellow  fever. 
I"weil  by  11  swoiiibirj  tever  of  luilet-  lu  Bome  eiiscB  itliiisKen  iotUB  giiiiHi 
iuile  ibiriition  im.l  of  n  4iiiirti  lypbi.iil  coiiliiiiuil  tyjii' which  mny  lust  for 
type.  two  er  throe  wo.^liH 

lai     111  >■<  How  t,.ver  bl,iek  v.iiuit  is  (;t)     lu  beuiorrhnKio  uiiilariM  fever 

of  roii.ui.jn  oixiirri  in-e,   i.nJ  iw,  iu-  bl.iek  vomit  in  of  extremely  roro  oe- 

ilo..!,    thi  rhiiriulerihtif  Hyiiipt-.m  ol  eiirrei.ce  ;    the   i-linriieterislic    symp- 

Ihe  ilis.-njtc,  nltbou(;li  it  does  not  oe-  toiutt  of  Ibis  iliBi'iise  lii'iuf!  heiiiiitiirU, 

iiiriii  n  iiiujnrityof  IbecuneH.    Hem-  which  is  so   rarely  nlmeut  tbnt  tbe 

nluriii.  ou  thr  i:iiiilniry,  is  priit-tieuUy  enses  in  which  it  fails  lo  appear  may 

unknown  in  ydluw  fever.  be  .lisrec.ir.le,!. 


In  yi.Jlow   fever  blni'lt  ion.il         (1)     In  hi 

iiorrlmyic  i 

iiil.rinl  feve* 

llypreoeileiiby  wlinlisknonn     llir  bbiik  vii 

lit,  in  thi' 

rjire  ens w  in 

lie  vomit,   thnl  m  to   «i,y.  tbi.     wbieb  it  is  s 

<■»  fit  nil,  i 

alwiivH  pro- 

Dt;  op  of  11  M.rt  of  while  niuiiiH     oedeil   l.y  e. 

pionH  bili. 

IS    V...oitiBg, 

soon  l.,-com,-ni(erhj)erHe.l  with    of  nil  sh.i.U 

H,  of  yell.. 

V,  (-reen,  and 

D„,i„.dt,  Google 


u 


BEFOBT  OF  THE  BTATE  BOARD  OF  HEA1.TH. 


(S)  In  yellow  fever  thn  black 
vouiit,  in  tlia  iiuiuGDHO  lunjonty  of 
the  OHHes,  dues  iiot  ouciir  uenr  llie 
begiooing  of  the  uUiiuk,  but  in  more 
D  the  fourlb  ut  fiftL  iltty. 


(6)  Id    yellow    tevcr,    the   bli.ck 
vouiit  is  not  iioeouiptinieil   by  bem- 

(7)  Id   yellow  te\ei   the  icteroid 
diHcolonitiou   of  the   eye«  and   Hhih 


ceplioDH. 

(8)  In  yellow  fever  the  disoolora- 
tion  is  prc^reKBive,  grows  deeper  and 
deeper  UDtil  tbo  criws  in  readied, 
aud  often  shows  itself  onl^  after 
deuth,  so  (but  a  body  which  Ht  the 
time  of  death  was  hardly  discolored 
at  all,  becoiues  iateusely  yellow  a 
few  Loum  ixigl  Hiortein. 


Id   yellow   fever  fHinC 

» the  liver  is  nsunlly  of  « 
boxwood  color;  there  is  a  Dormul 
BpleeD,  and  uu  bile  is  to  be  fuUDd  iu 
the  atiiueutary  canal. 


(6)  Id  hemorrbaRic  malarial  [ever, 
in  the  few  caKCHiD  which  bl auk  vomit 
occurti  at  i^l,  it  occurs  moat  iiaually 
on  the  ErBt  day  and  during  the  first 
febrile  paroxysm.  ullhoDKl'  it  Diay 
sometimes  be  delayed  nntil  the  aeo- 
ond  day. 

(6)  Id  heinorrbagio  malarial  fever 
the  black  vomit,  where  there  ia  any, 
is   itlways  accompaoied    by   hemor- 

(T)  In  b em orrh agio  malarial  fever 
the  icteroid  dlHculorntion  makes  its 
appearance  on  the  first  day  in  the 
first  paroxysm  of  the  attack,  aod  to 
this  rule  there  are  probably  do  ex- 

(B)  In  bi'morrhagic  malarial  fever 
the  discoloration  is  not  progressive, 
bat  often  with  the  suppression  of 
urine  aDd  the  approach  of  death, 
fades  away  and  disappeani,  aDd  this 
teDdency  continues  even  after  death, 
.  HO  that  a  boily  which  at  the  moment 
of  death  was  quite  yellow,  may  be 
hardly  at  all  discolored  a  few  hoars 

(9)  In  hemorrhagic  malarial  fever 
jiont  ininiems  the  liver  is  usually  of  a 
dark  bronze  or  state  color,  the  spleen 
is  conKQsted  snd  eDiarged,  and  bite 
\»  always   found  in   the  alimentary 


So  far,  theD,  aa  spociSc  yellow  fever  and  bemorrliagic  ma- 
larial fever  are  coucerued,  the  diagnosis  is  so  easy  tliat  he 
who  runs  may  read.  Any  case  of  fever  with  heraaturia  is 
a  case  of  bemorrbagic  malarial  fever.  Any  case  of  fever 
with  black  vomit  is,  in  Alabama,  almost  certainly  yellow 
fever ;  and  if  it  is  not  also  characterized  by  hematuria,  it  is 
yellow  fever  Ijeyoiid  doubt  or  question.  The  real  difficul- 
ties of  diagnosis,  however,  occur  in  fevers  in  which  there  is 
neither  black  vomit  nor  hematuria. 

LIST  OF  rEBBONH  SICK  IN  BREWTON  DURING  THE  ErlDEMIC. 

Dr.  Henry  Rankin,  got  sick  SoptcTiihcr  1*2:  died  September  18. 
Mrs.  KisHie  Ohent,  sick  September  23;  recovered. 
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HiM  FKiiaiA  DowaiDg,  eick  September  23;  died  Saptamber  29. 

Un.  J.  B.  DowninK,  nick  September  24;  died  Saptamber  29. 

Ura.  W.  8.  Jernigan,  sick  Saptamber  27;  recovered. 

Urs.  WiUiam  Rabb,  sick  Saptember  28;  recoTeted. 

Ura.  G.  B.  Riley,  sick  September  2S;  recovered. 

UiM  Hora  BUey,  sjok  Saptember  3t);  recovared. 

lire.  Jefwie  Gbsnt,  sick  September  26;  recovered. 

Nellie,  aged  eighteen  iDootbe,  iaEaat  of  Hri.  Jeasie  Ohant,  nick  Septem- 
ber 29;  died  October  3. 

Willie  Rabb,  child  of  Mm.  William  Kabb,  sick  October  1;  recovered. 

Itobert  Balib,  child  of  Mrs.  William  Rnbb,  aick  October  1;  recovered. 

Mri.  M.  P.  Colley,  aick  October  1;  recovered. 

Hra.  Kiasie  Oheat's  iDfiiDt  obild,  aiok  October  2;  died  October  7. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Brewton,  aick  October  3;  died  October  8. 

Mrs.  Martha  Brewtoa,  aick  October  i;  died  October  10. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Uolemao,  aick  October  fi;  died  October  13. 

Mr.  One.  Lewia,  aick  October  fi;  recovered. 

Henry (colored),  aick  October  6;  died  October  13. 

iDfant  of  Mrx.  Coleman,  nick  October  7  (at  age  of  one  day);  died  Octo- 
ber IS. 

Nanny  Graoberry,  aick  October  G;  recovered. 

Oeorge  Ornnherry,  aick  October  G;  recovered. 

Mra.  Churlea  F.  llankin,  aick  October  »;  died  October  14. 

Mra.  Joeeph  Bell,  aick  October  B;  ilied  October  12. 

Mr.  Cbarlea  Strong,  aick  October  9;  died  October  13. 

Hr.  John  Scott,  sick  October  9;  died  Ocluber  13. 

HiHB  T.  Holly,  aick  October  9;  recovered. 

Ura.  John  Pcott,  sick  October  10:  died  October  14. 
•  Dr.  Dnke  Starts,  Kick  October  10;  died  October  15. 

Mr.  M.  P.  (kiUey,  nick  October  !1);  died  October  25. 

Mm.  Dr.  Fariab,  aick  October  10;  rocnverud. 

Mr  J.  M.  Un.Dberry,  aick  October  II;  recovered. 
'    Mra.  J.  M.  Granberry,  Hick  October  1J;  reenvared. 

Bev.  B.  P.  Bilker,  Hick  O.robtir  12;  died  October  16. 

Mra.  E.  J.  Brewton,  nick  October  13;  recovered. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Biibb,  sick  October  1! 

Miss  Ida  Coleman,  sick  October  13;  i 

Mr.  John  CBnonon,  aick  October  13;  recovered. 

Mr.  Qeoi);e  Frederick,  urck  October  14;  recovered. 

Mr.  Warebani  Mudge,  aick  October  IS;  reonvered, 

Mr.  Jamea  M.  Snowden,  nick  October  15;  died  October  IS. 

Mrw.  Jamea  M.  Snowden,  aick  October  IG;  recovered. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Grey,  aick  October  IG:  died  October  19. 

William  Travix  (colored),  sick  Uotober  16;  recovered. 

Hi»s  Coralifl  Bnnkin,  aick  October  17;  recovered. 

Mrs.  K.  P.  Baker,  aick  October  17;  recovered. 

Mra.  3.  B.  Bankin,  aick  October  18;  died  October  33. 

Bobert  JohD«oD  (colored),  sick  October  18;  recovered. 

Hr.  Philip  Areud,  sick  October  19;  died  October  23. 

Hr.  Benry  Scott,  aick  October  19;  recovered. 
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Ui.  Thomas  P  Gtieot,  aick  October  20;  died  October  21. 

Hiss  Lulu  Btmdrum,  sick  October  20;  recovered. 

Mr  John  B.  Lovelesa,  aick  Oclober  21 ;  died  October  26. 

UiSB  CasBJe  Brewlon,  sick  October  23;  reooveied. 

Mr.  James  P.  Dugftao,  sick  October  23;  died  October  2G, 

Mr.  John  Bandram,  aick  October  23;  died  Movember  5. 

Miss  Katie  Uabb,  sick  October  23d;  rncovered. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Croker,  sick  October  24;  recovered. 

Mias  Mazy  Croker,  sick  Ootobcr  25;  recovered. 

Mr,  R.  B.  Jeraigan,  aick  October  25;  died  October  29. 

('hild  of  Mr.  Ciinrles  Suowdeo,  sick  October  20;  recovered. 

Mr.  E,  T.  Brewton,  eick  October  27;  recovered. 

Mrs.  Baudmin,  aick  October  29;  recovered. 

Miss  Dom  Buodram,  aick  October  30;  died  November  5. 

MisB  Alice  Mudge,  sick  November  1;  recovered. 

Father  Victor  JouAnaett,  sick  November  3;  recovered. 

Mrs.  Arends,  sick  November  0;  recovcrjd. 

Willis  Travis  (colored),  aick  November  ;  recovered. 

Todd  KobersoD  {colored),  sick  November ;  recovered. 

Leslie  McCoDDell,  aick  November ;  recovered. 

I  have  entered  in  tliis  Hat  the  names  of  all  who  were  re- 
ported to  be  sick  of  the  prevailing  fever,  withont  stopping 
to  criticise  the  diaf^oosia.  In  the  meantime,  I  am  aatiafied 
that  several  of  the  casea  entered  here  were  not  truly  cases 
of  yellow  fevei'.  Admitting  them  all  to  have  been  yellow 
fever,  however,  the  whole  number  ol  cases  is  seventy,  and 
the  whole  number  of  deaths  twenty-eight.  This  makes  tlie 
per  centaf^e  of  mortality  to  cases  forty. 
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THE  RELATIVE  LOCATION  OF  THE  CASES. 


The  foregoiDf;  diagram  of  the  iDfected  portion  of  the 
town,  drawn  by  Mr.  John  Storts,  Jr.,  shows  the  location  of 
the  more  important  cases,  and  will  be  easily  understood  by 
comparing  the  following  references  with  the  history  of  the 
epidemic. '  The  distances  are  reckoned  from  the  railroad 
station  house : 

A.— Beaideoce  irf  E.  F.  Brawtoii,  who  died  here.     One  mile. 

B.— E.  P.  LoTolosH,  where  died  Mrs.  C.  F.  Raukia  nnd  J.  B  Lovelesa. 
Tfaree-toarthi  of  n  mile. 

C  1.— C.  D.  Htrong,  one  case  and  one  deoth-HBlf.    Three-fonrthB  of  ■ 
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C  a. — C.  F.  Bankiii,  where  Hid.  Bankin,  gotsiak  ;  ihree-foutths  of  a  aiil«. 

D.— H.  Prederiok,  two  sons  -jick;  do  deatb.     One-hoU  of  a  mile. 

E.— Di.  R.  W.  Fftriah,  three  oaaes,  one  death,  Ber.  B.  P.  Baker.  Ooe- 
fonrth  of  &  mile. 

P.— U.  P.  Colley,  three  ooaoe,  two  deaths,  M.  P.  GoUey  sad  B.  B.  Jarni- 
I^D.    One-foorth  of  a  mile. 

O. — J.  M.  aranberrf,  Gve  oasea,  do  dentbi.    Ooe-eiRbth  of  a  mile. 

H.— Mtb.  D.  p.  DowaJDg.  foooH  of  the  epidemic,  where  the  first  cnae  00- 
oarred,  sod  where  died  Dr.  Raakin,  Mrs,  Dowoiag,  and  Miss  Downing,  end 
where  many  of  the  sobseqaent  oases  oontrooted  the  infsotion. 

I.-^ohn  Bnndrnm,  fonr  esses,  self,  wife,  and  two  daoghters,  of  whom 
tell  nnd  one  daagbter  died.    One-tonrtb  of  n  mile. 

J. — William  M.  Babb,  self,  wife  and  two  children  sick;  no  deaths.  Ooe- 
qnart^r  of  a  mile. 

E.— Jane  BrewtOD  (colored),  where  her  rod,  William  Tmiia,  wao  sick. 
One-qnarter  of  a  mile. 

Ii. — Willis  Travis  (mulatto),  one  ease,  acAf,  no  death.     One  mile  and  k 

M. — Sam.  Soott,  where  his  wite  bnd  son  cntTHOtod  the  infection  He 
moved  over  Bnrnt  Corn,  where  the  two  ciaes  died. 

N.— Joseph  B^l,  one  futal  cnae,  self.     One-qiinHer  of  a  mile. 

O.— Mrs.  Biley,  foar  oases,  of  whom  one,  M.  D.  Storta.  died.  He  was  the 
•nbjeot  of  the  pos<inorf«n)  examination.     One-eightb  of  smile. 

P. — J.  B.  Bankin,  two  aassB,  wife  and  daoght^.     The  wife  died. 

Q, — James  U.  Snowden,  who  died  here. 

R. — W.  J.  Coleman,  two  oases,  wife  and  daughter..  Mm.  Coleinnn  was 
eoDSoed  at  the  beginning  of  the  attook.  The  new-born  io^nt  was  taken 
acrosa  the  street  to  Mr.  Areads'i  showed  symptomti  of  the  fever  the  oezb 
day,  and  died  with  bUok  vomit. 

8.  — Urs.  U.  A.  Chiion,  moved  from  Babb's  sick.     Not  yellow  fever. 

T.~-J.  U.  Arende,  fonr  coses  and  two  deathn.  P.  J.  Arends  and  Cole~ 
man's  infant. 

U.— E.  A.  Grey,  who  died  bare. 

v.— E.  r.  Brewton,  ax  oases  with  one  death,  Mrs,  Brewton. 

W.~Kobert  JohnsoD  (ooloredl,  one  caw,  reooverod. 

X.— Bella  Dilon,  one  very  doubtful  cane. 

T.— T.  P.  Ghent,  fonr  cases;  self  and  infant  died. 

Z.—V/.  8.  Mudge,  two  oases;  both  t«oovered. 

ZZ.— Bailroad  station  -about  Ihe  centre  of  towa. 

EXPOSURES  AND  E80AFEB. 
The  exposare  can  be  ensily  traced  in  every  case  except 
the  first,  that  of  Dr.  Henry  Bankio,  who  boarded  with  Mrs, 
Dowaing,  and  was  undoubtedly  the  source  <if  infection  for 
Mrs.  Downing  and  her  dauf^hters.  While  thia  family  was 
uck  they  were  visited  by  all  the  Brewtons,  by  the  Ghents, 
by  the  CoUeys,  by  the  Colemana,  by  the  Rileys,  by  tho 
Kabbs,  by  the  Kankins,  by  the  Scotts,  by  Grey,  Baker,  and 
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JernigaD,  and  many  others.  There  was  also  much  recipro- 
cal visiting  amon^  the  families  just  mentioned.  The  Arends 
family  exposed  themselves  freely  waiting  on  the  siok.  Bun- 
drnm  was  with  Jernigan.  Granheny  and  family  were  at 
Babb'a. 

Of  the  few  blacks  who  had  the  fever,  Kobert  Johnson  was 
with  Storts ;  Wm.  Travis  drove  the  dead  bodies  to  the  grave 
yard ;  Todd  Boberson  drove  Pr.  Foard,  and  was  at  Ghent'& 

Very  few  cases  occurred  out  of  that  part  of  the  town 
lying  between  the  two  creeks,  and  in  these  the  fever  was 
clearly  contracted  tn  the  infected  region. 

Beyond  Murder  creek  there  was  one  case,  that  of  Mr. 
Gus  Lewis.  He  had  driven  the  hearse  and  helped  to  bury 
several  of  the  earlier  cases.  The  family  of  Taylor  Ghent, 
three  in  number,  after  exposure  at  Mrs.  Downings,  moved 
about  a  mile  across  Burnt  Corn  creek  to  Phelan  Ghent's. 
There  was  no  subsequent  case  in  either  family. 

Mr.  Scott,  with  wife  and  two  sons,  moved  across  Burnt 
Com ;  wife  and  one  son  were  siok  when  they  moved,  and  the 
wife  died.    Ko  new  cases  occurred. 

Grey's  children,  five  in  number,  were  moved  after  his 
death  out  to  Patrick'stplace  beyond  Burnt  Corn.  Patrick 
had  four  in  his  own  family.     The  whole  nine  escaped. 

Mr.  Allen  Johnson's  family,  three  in  number,  were  ex- 
posed by  contact  with  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  eng^ed  in 
nursing  the  sick.  After  some  time  they  moved  to  Bell's 
Landing,  in  Monroe  county,  nud  all  escaped. 

Mr.  Jep  Blackshear,  with  family  of  four,  after  exposure, 
moved  twenty  miles  to  hiij  father's  on  Escambia  river,  and 
no  cases  occurred-     Father's  family,  five. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Purvis,  with  sciven  in  family,  moved  after  ex- 
posure about  a  mile  across  >f  urder  creek,  and  had  no  cases. 

Mr.  E.  Downing,  after  expoiiure,  with  seven  in  family, 
moved  five  miles  out  to  his  mills,  and  had  no  cases. 

Mr.  Uriah  Blackshear,  with  six  in  family,  moved  after  ex- 
posure to  Sumter  Sowell's  place,  three  miles  north  of  Brew- 
ton,  and  had  no  cases. 

Mr.  Charles  Snowden,  with  five  in  family,  moved  three 
miles  acros.H  Murder  creek  into  an  empty  house.     One  of 
the  children  got  sick  the  next  day.     No  subsequent  cases. 
6 
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Dr.  Loveless  had  three  cases  and  two  deaths  in  bia  fam- 
ily in  town.  With  nine  in  family  he  moved  out  three  miles 
to  hia  brother's  place  and  had  no  other  cases. 

Mrs.  Bell,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  moved  out  five 
miles  to  her  brother's  on  Escambia  river.  Mrs.  Bell's  fam- 
ily, seven ;  brother's  family,  five.    No  subsequent  cases. 

The  family  of  Mr.  E.  F.  Brewton,  six  in  number,  after  his 
death,  moved  to  the  country,  and  had  no  other  cases. 

Many  others,  families  and  single  persons,  went  away  after 
exposure,  and  all  of  them  not  only  escaped  themselves,  but 
proved  entirely  harmless  to  those  with  whom  they  found 
asylum. 

CLINICAL  BEFOBTB. 

I  give  the  clinical  notes  in  eight  cases.  It  would  be  easy 
to  donble  the  number ;  but  these  are  quite  sufficient  to  show 
the  true  character  of  the  disease.  Of  these  eight  cases  six 
were  patients  of  my  own.  The  other  two  cases  were  not 
seen  by  me,  and  for  the  clinical  notes  of  these,  namely,  Mr. 
Grey  and  Mr.  Snowden,  I  am  indebted  to  Drs.  Stone  and 
Carson. 

I  publish  Mr.  Grey's  case  because  some  of  the  specimens 
of  black  vomit  preserved  for  microscopic  examination  were 
obtained  from  the  vomit  thrown  up  by  him. 

I  publish  Mr.  Snowden's  case  because  of  the  suspicious 
attack  he  had  before  Dr.  Bankin  got  sick. 

THE  CASE  OP  DUKE  ST0RT8. 

White  male,  strongly  built,  thirty-one  years  of  age,  and 
reported  to  be  of  drinking  habits.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
medicine,  bat  had  never  practiced,  native  of  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  resident  of  Brewton  for  the  past  two  years,  clerk 
at  the  railroad ;  was  employed  in  asimilar  capacity  in  Mont- 
gomery for  a  few  months  before  the  outbreak  of  the  fever 
at  Brewton ;  shortly  after  which  he  returned  to  Brewton 
and  nursed  some  of  the  sick. 

October  10th,  9  a.  m.— Was  taken  sick  with  a  alight  but 
protracted  chill,  kept  on  his  feet,  however,  walking  about 
in  tbe  hot  sun  until  the  afternoon.  5  p.  m. — I  visited  him 
for  the  first  time,  found  he  had  been  taking  pui^atives  free- 
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\y  for  Bomn  tioie,  and  that  tlie  bowels  had  been  moved  twice 
dnring  tlie  da;.  He  had  alao  been  taking  quinine  every  ' 
morning  for  two  or  three  weeke  as  a  prophylactic.  Head- 
ache, smoky  eyes,  urine  abundant,  pulse  120,  temperature 
104.  Prescription — ten  grains  quinine  at  once.  10  p.  m. 
perspiration  profuse,  bowels  freely  open,  pulse  120,  temper- 
ature 104. 

October  lltb,  9  a.  m. — Perspiration  still  profuse,  pulse 
112,  temperature  104.  No  medicine  ordered.  3  p.  m. — Bkin 
drier  but  still  soft,  bowels  loose,  urine  abundant,  anxious 
and  restless,  pulse  112,  temperature  104.  Prescription — 
one  drachm  potassium  bromide,  which  was  taken  that  even- 
ing and  nigbi     10:20  p.  m. — Pulse  114,  temperature  104. 

October  12th,  8  a.  m. — Symptoms  deepening,  bowels  still 
loose,  thin  watery  evacuations  with  very  little  solid  mat- 
ter, urine  growing  scant,  thirst  intense,  pulse  100,  tempera- 
ture 104.  -2:30  p.  m.  Pulse  106,  temperature  1044.  9  P- 
m, — Urine  growing  scanty,  passed  always  with  the  stools, 
which  were  frequent,  small  in  quantity,  thin  dark  gruelly, 
pulse  106,  temperature  105. 

October  13,  9:20  a,  m. — Profuse  perspiration,  pulse  106, 
temperature  105.  12:30  p.  m.— Perspiration  profuse,  pulse 
120,  temperature  106.  9:30  p.  m. — Mucus  spider  web  vomit, 
pulse  112,  temperature  105J.  Prescription,  creasote  mix- 
tare. 

October  14th,  2  a.  m. — Spider  web  vomit  continues,  pulse 
108,  temperature  106.  Prescription — brandy,  wine,  rub 
with  dry  mustard,  also  with  alcohol.  9  a.  m. — But  little 
change,  pulse  98,  temperature  104.J.  12:15  p.  m. — Bowels 
checked,  no  urine  voided  during  the  last  thirty-two  hours, 
pulse  98,  temperature  104.  6  p.  m. — Skin  moist  but  hot  to 
the  touch,  eyes  congested  and  icterode,  slight  epigastric 
tenderness  on  pressure,  pulse  108,  temperature  103,  respi- 
ration 42.  1',  midnight. — Great  anxiety  in  countenance  and 
speech,  half  ounce  urine  obtained  by  catheter  showed  albu- 
men 50  per-ceotum,  pulse  108,  temperature  102,  respiration 
42. 

October  15th,  8  a.  m. — One  coOTulsion,  followed  immedi- 
ately by  death. 

Remarks. — The  bowels  moved  from  two  to  five  times 
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ever;  day,  atools  thin  from  the  beginniiif;!,  &ad  growing 
more  watery  from  day  to  day,  checked  up  at  10  a.  m.  on 
the  14tb.  The  kidneys  were  reported  to  be  acting  well  for 
the  first  two  days  ;  nrine  began  to  grow  scant;  on  the  12th ; 
from  midnight  on  the  12th  to  midnight  on  the  13th  there 
were  three  small  diachai^e  of  nrine,  not  more  than  two  or 
three  ounces  altt^ether  ;  by  three  successive  accidents  this 
was  lost  and  examination  prevented.  From  midnight  on  the 
13ih  to  his  death  on  the  15th  no  urine  was  passed  except 
the  half  ounce  obtained  by  the  catheter.  The  temperature 
stood  at  104  until  the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  the  third  day 
of  the  fever,  ,when  it  rose  to  105,  and  continued  to  rise 
until  by  noon  on  the  I6tb  it  had  reached  106.  After  this 
there  was  a  gradual  decline.  This  case  exhibited  the  highest 
temperature  observed  in  the-Brewton  epidemic.  This  caae 
is  specially  important  because  it  furnished  a  subject  for 
post  mortem  examination — the  only  one  that  was  made  during 
the  epidemic. 

THE  CABE  OF  PHILIP  AJtENDB. 

White,  and  previously  healthy — a  stoat  young  man,  a 
littlo  inclined  to  be  corpulent — had  been  taking  pur^jative 
medicine  freely. 

October  19th. — Had  a  chill  at  4  o'clock  a  m.,  away  from 
home  and  walked  a  mile  to  get  home.  The  chill  was  not 
protracted  or  severe.  9  a.  m. — Skin  dry,  tongue  clean, 
headache  and  backache,  breathes  deeply,  pulse  106,  temper- 
ature 103,  resperation  22.  Prescriptiou. — Very  small  doses 
of  aconite.  2  p.  m. — Profuse  sweat,  sighing  respiration, 
urine  abundant,  no  albumen,  specific  gravity  1020,  smoky 
eyes,  dusky  skin,  pain  in  back  and  head  severe,  pain  in  boati 
frontal,  pulse  96,  temperature  102{,  respiration  24.  8:30 
p.  m. — General  symptoms  unchanged,  pulse  108,  tempera- 
ture 103J,  respiration  24 

October  20th,  8:30  a.  m.— Not  so  restless  and  leas  pain 
than  la^  night,  urine  in  good  quantity,  specific  gravity  1030, 
urates  and  uric  acid,  no  albumen,  pulse  §2,  temperature 
103j,  respiration  28.  3:3)  p.  m. — Pain  in  head  and  back, 
great  thirst,  no  desire  for  food,  pnlfle  102,  temperature  105, 
respiration  22.     10  p.  m. — Very  restless,  mind  wandering  a 
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little,  pulse  96,  temperature  105,  respiration  22.  Prescrip- 
_  tioD. — To  be  rubbed  every  two  honra  with  alcohol. 

October  21st,  7  a.  m. — Had  a  very  Tesiless  night,  two  thin 
dark  stools,  tongue  broad,  dorsum  furred,  edges  injected, 
urine  abundant,  white  mucus  vomiting  mixed  with  black 
•specks,  spider  webs,  pulse  82,  temperature  104  4^5,  respira- 
tioD  18.  10  a.  m. — Pulse  96,  temperatnre  103|,  respiration 
20.  2  p.  m.— Urine  specific  gravity  1010,  albumen  30  per 
centum,  pulse  96,  temperatnre  104,  respiration  20.  9  p.  m. 
Spider  web  vomit  frequent,  discoloration  of  eyes  and  skin 
well  marked,  pulse  92,  temperature  104,  respiration  22.. 

October  22d,  2  a.  m. — Had  eight  or  ten  thin  small  actions 
from  the  bowels  in  the  last  thirty-six  hours,  labored  breath- 
ing, no  urine  since  midnight,  pulse  80,  temperature  104, 
respiration  28.     10  p.  m. — Pulse  102,  temperature  100^. 

October  23d,  6  a.  m. — Had  a  very  restless  night,  not 
much  fever,  plenty  of  black  vomit.  '  12  m. — All  the  symp- 
toms worse.     Died  between  four  and  five  o'clock. 

Bemarks. — This  was  a  very  severe  and  characteristic  case 
of  yellow  fever — one  in  which  a  fatal  prognosis  could  have 
been  safely  made  before  the  end  of  the  first  twenty-four 
hours.  The  medical  treatment  was  purely  expectant,  and 
had  no  effect  on  the  progress  of  the  case. 

THE   CASE  OF  THOllAB  QHEirr. 

White,  adult,  male,  previously  in  good  health,  but  very 
much  exhausted  by  nursing  yellow  fever  patients,  especially 
his  wife  and  child. 

October  21st. — Has  had  headache  for  three  or  four  days, 
bowels  loose  last  night,  ate  a  hearty  breakfast  this  morning 
at  8  o'clock  ;  Immediately  after  breakfast,  had  a  chill. 
10:15  o'clock. — Tongue  clean,  pulse  112,  temperatnre  102, 
respiration  18. — Prescription — draughts  of  hot  water  until 
the  breakfast  is  thrown  up.  5  p.  m. — Threw  up  the  break- 
fast and  has  continued  to  vomit  occasionally  every  since, 
throwing  np  water,  toddy,  etc.;  sweating  very  profusely, 
pulse  96,  temperature  103^,  respiration  18.  Prescription, 
whisky  and  water,  and  to  be  rubbed  repeatedly  with  alcohoL 
7:30  p.  m. — Vomiting  continues  without  abatement,  throws 
Qp  everything  he  swallows,  sweat  vary  profuse,  extremely 
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weak,  pulse  108,  so  feeble  as  to  be  counted  with  difficulty, 
temperature  lOOJ,  respiratioD  24  10  p.  m. — SymptomB 
nuchangpd,  colliquative  sweatinjf,  very  restless,  pulse  lOH, 
temperature  100,  respiratiou  24  Prescription — to  be  rub- 
bed with  dry  mustard. 

October  22d,  7  a.  m. — Colliquative  sweating  continued  all  > 
night,  surface  and  especially  extrem.)tieB  cold,  passed  no 
urine  during  the  night,  continued  vomiting  all  night;  this 
morning  the  white  vomit,  intermixed  with  beee  wings  or 
spiders  webs ;  pulse  112,  temperature  103,  respiration  24. 
10  a.  pa. — Pulse  108  and  hardly  to  be  counted,  temperature 
98J,  respiratiou  30,  surface  cold  and  clammy,  intense  thirst, 
vomits  everything  swallowed,  complains  of  much  pain  and 
uneasiness,  looks  peaked,  shrunken,  miserable.  4  p.  m. 
Temperature  103,  black  vomit,  still  no  urine,  intellect  clear. 
Prescription — two  or  tliree  times  to-day  had  small  hypo- 
dermics of  morphia,  whi(:h  seemed  to  give  some  relief  aud 
for  which  he  begged  piteously.  The  stomach  refusing  to 
retain  anything  stimulating  enemas  were  tried,  but  were  not 
retained,  and  did  no  good.  Hypodermics  of  sulphuric 
ether  were  also  administered.  They  did  not  seem  to  influ- 
ence the  pulse,  but  intensified  abdominal  pains  and  cramp- 
ings. 

October  23d. — Symptoms  same  as  yesterday,  only  more 
markedly  of  desperate  import 

October  24th. — No  pulse,  no  stools,  no  urine,  no  vomit, 
algid.     Died  at  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Bemarht. — This  case,  although  the  initial  symptoms  were 
not  alarming,  proved  to  be  desperate  from  the  beginning. 
After  a  few  hours  the  pulse  grew  so  feeble  that  it  could  be 
counted  only  with  difficulty,  while  at  the  same  time  it  kept 
up  to  considerably  more  than  a  hundred  beats  to  the 
minute.  The  perspiration  was  so  profuse  us  to  wet  not 
simply  the  bedding,  but  even  the  mattresses,  and  while 
the  surface  of  the  body  was  cold,  and  the  extremities  icey 
cold,  the  sublinqaal  temperature  remained  at  103.  The 
experiment  with  sulphuric  ether  was  a  dernier  resort  The 
case  was  desperate.  It  could  not  be  made  worse.  And  it 
was  vaguely  hoped  that  its  stimulating  influence  might  be 
beneficial.     The  hope  was  not  verified  by  the  result 
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THE  OASE  OF  MBS.   8N0WDEN. 

White,  of  middle  age,  previously  in  fairly  good  health  ; 
waited  od  the  Ghents. 

October  16tli,  9  p.  m. — Felt  chilly  for  an  honr  or  two, 
notwithstanding  which  she  had  decided  fever  by  half-past 
nine,  with  frontal  headache. 

October  17th,  7'^0  a.  m. — Tongue  very  slightly  coated  on 
the  dorsam,  edges  clean  and  not  red,  eyes  slightly  saffused, 
some  Hopraorbital  pain,  skin  moiBt,  had  a  good  action  from 
the  bowels  this  morning,  pulse  100,  temperature  101^,  respi- 
ration 19.  2  p.  m. — Skin  quite  moist,  eyes  slightly  suffused, 
frontal  pain  better,  pulse  92,  temperature  103,  respira- 
tion 20.  8:15  p.  m. — Pulse  80,  temperature  102J,  respira- 
tion 20. 

October  18tji,  7:20  a.  m. — Bested  well  during  the  night, 
bowels  moved,  skin  moist,  pulse  80,  temperature  101,  respi- 
ration 20.  8:15  p.  m. — Menses  came  on  to-day,  two  days 
before  the  time,  skin  quite  moist,  slight  pains  in  the  chest, 
front  and  back,  tongue  very  slightly  furred,  not  at  all  red, 
nrine  normal,  pulse  85,  temperature  101  4-6,  respiration  22. 

October  19th,  8:30  a.  m. — Had  a  good  night's  rest,  men- 
struation free,  but  not  abnormally  profuse,  urine  normal, 
pnlse  86,  temperature  101,  respiration  20.  9  p.  m. — Pulse 
85,  temperature  101,  respiration  19. 

October  20th,  9:20  a.  m. — Pulse  76,  temperature  99,  respi- 
ration 18.  6  p.  m. — Pulse  84,  temperature  100,  respira- 
tion 18. 

October  2lBt,  10  a.  m. — Pulse  73,  temperature  99,  respira- 
tion 18.  10:30  p.  m.  Pulse  76,  temperature  100,  respira- 
tion 18. 

October  22, 10  a.  m. — Pulse  76,  temperature  98),  respira- 
tion 18.  Tongue  a  little  foul,  did  not  rest  well  ^ast  night 
on  account  of  Mr.  Ghent,  who  was  dying  in  the  nest  room. 

October  23d. — Doing  well ;  pulse  70,  temperature  98. 

October  24th. — Same  as  yesterday. 

Bemarka. — This  was  a  mild  case,  had  virtnally  no  treat- 
ment, and  made  a  rapid  convalescence. 
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THE  CAHB  OF  WAREHAM  HIIDO&. 

White,  age  fifteen  years,  has  always  been  a  delioate  boy, 
bowela  Lave  been  out  of  fix  for  several  months,  sometimes 
diarrhoia,  sometimes  constipation,  now  constipated. 

October  15tL,  6  p.  m. — Was  taken  with  no  appreciable 
chill,  but  had  coaaiderable  snpraorbital  pain.  8:15  p.  m. 
Supraorbital  pain  has  subsided,  eyes  bright,  with  dilated 
pupils,  tongue  clean  and  in  every  way  uormal,  pulse  138, 
temperature  104,  respiration  28.     Prescribed  a  dose  of  oil. 

October  16th,  8:'i6  a.  m. — Had  a  good  action  from  the  oil, 
skin  moist,  some  pain  in  the  head,  drowsy,  eyes  slightly 
suffused,  pulae  114,  temperature  104,  respiration  23.  Pre- 
scribed small  doses  of  muriatic  acid  chiefly  as  a  placebo,' 
11  a.  m. — Had  a  loose,  watery,  darkish  stool,  some  frontal 
headache.  5  p.  m. — Pupils  dilated,  tongue  normal,  sweat 
profuse,  some  frontal  pain,  no  stools  since  10  o'clock  this 
morning,  thirst  moderate,  urine  free,  no  albumen,  specific 
gravity  1020,  pulse  115,  temperature  104,  respiration  25. 

October  17,  7:45  a.  m. — Tongue  shows  a  mere  shade  of 
dorsal  coating,  no  stools,  frontal  pain  slight,  muscular  sore- 
ness, much  less  sweating,  urine  free,  with  trace  of  albumen, 
pulse  100,  temperature  lOOJ,  respiration  20.  2:30  p.  m. 
Pulse  108,  temperature  101,  respiration  21.  8:30  p.  m. 
Urine  normal,  stools  none,  some  flight  occasional  pain  in 
bowels,  slight  pain  in  back,  sighs  a  good  deal,  restless, 
pulse  104,  temperature  lOOJ,  respiration  18. 

October  18th,  7:35  a.  m. — Tongue  slightly  coated  on  the 
dorsum  and  slightly  red  on  the  edges,  stools  none,  bowels 
a  little  painful,  urine  normal,  had  rather  a  restless  night, 
more  quiet  this  morning,  pulse  92,  temperature  101,  respira- 
tion 20.  2  p.  m. — Kestless,  Liuguid,  sighing,  pulse  90,  tem- 
perature 99  4-5,  respiration  18,  8:30  p.  m. — Restless,  sigh- 
ing, respiration  18,  pulse  85,  temperature  99|.  Prescrip- 
tion, potassium  bromide. 

October  19th,  8:40  a.  m. — Passed'  rather  a  restless  night, 
but  slept  occasional  naps,  and  looks  better  this  morning. 
Tongue  slightly  furred,  skin  dry,  urine  normal,  stools  none, 
pulse  80,  temperature  98,  respiration  18.  2  p.  m. — Pulse  80, 
temperature  98J,  respiration  10.    9  p.  m. — Pulse  76,  tem^ 


zeJbyCoOgIC 


REPORTS  OF  TBE  STATE  HEALTH  OFFICER  77 

perature  98,  respiration  20,  thirst  n  little  noticeable,  respi- 
ration sighing,  with  occasional  spell  of  a  slight  feeling  of 
8  ofTo  cation. 

October  20th,  9  a.  id. — Took  a  little  raw  whisky  last  nij^ht 
and  slept  well,  had  a  little  chicken  tea  this  morning,  which 
he  took  with  some  relish,  pulse  8(),  temperature  99,  respira- 
tion 20.  5:20  p.  m. — Pulse  84,  temperatnre  97J,  renpiia- 
tion  18. 

October  21st,  10:;^0  a.  m. — Eested  well  and  doing  well, 
has  a  little  appetite,  pulse  H4,  temperature  98,  respiration  18. 

October  22d,  23d  and  24th.— Continues  to  do  well.  On  the 
24tli,  had  a  simple  warm  water  enema,  which  moved  the 
bowels  favorably.  • 

Hemarks. — This  was  a  very  mild  case,  occurring  in  a  fee- 
ble subject.  There  was  almost  complete  anorexia  through- 
out the  attack  until  the  commencement  of  convalescence. 
Sweet  milk,  butter  milk,  chicken  tea,  milk  punch,  whisky 
toddies,  everything  was  tried  to  tempt  his  appetite,  but  he 
swallowed  almost  nothing.  All  the  way  through,  the  tongue 
continued  very  nearly  normal,  the'  slight  coating  of  the  dor- 
sum, and  slight  redness  of  the  edges  were  so  slight  as  to  be 
evident  only  to  very  careful  examination.  The  bowels  did 
not  move  for  eight  consecutive  days.  He  had  virtually  no 
treatment.  Subsequently  his  sister,  who  nursed  him,  had 
a  very  mild  case. 

THE  CASE  OF  MISS  CASST  BBEWTON. 

White,  adult,  female,  of  delicate  constitution,  and  ex- 
hausted by  nursing  yellow  fever  patients  for  several  weeks, 
from  the  beginning  indeed  of  the  epidemic. 

October  23d. — Had  a  chill  early  in  the  morning;  in  the 
afternoon,  pnlse  130,  temperature  103. 

October  24tb,  9  a.  m. — Urine  abundant,  albumen  15  per 
centum,  pulse  90,  temperature  102,  respiration  36. 

October  25th,  9  a.  m. — Pain  in  stomach,  back,  and  knees ; 
had  a  restless  bad  night,  stomach  feels  full  and  uncomforta- 
ble, urine  abundant,  specific  gravity  1018,  albumen  five  per 
centum,  pnlse  108,  temperature  103,  respiration  28.  1:40 
p.  m. — Polae  104,  temperature  104,  respiration  26. 
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October  26th,  7:20  s.  m. — Was  restless  duriog  the  night, 
complains  greatly  of  sore  joints  and  pain  and  discomfort 
fi^nerally;  urine  plentiful,  pulse  112,  temperature  103, 
respiration  24.  2  p.  m. — Very  restless,  sore  throat,  pulse 
104,  teniperatare  102,  respiration  28.  6  p.  m. — Black  vomit 
9:30  p.  tn. — Black  vomit  continues,  a  small  discharge  of 
urine,  and  about  10:30  a  small  stool  with  more  urine. 

October  27tb,  9  a.  m. — No  vomiting  since  midnight,,  nrine 
albuminoua,  gums  spungy  and  bleeding,  skin  dusky,  eyes 
icterode  ;  two  stools  from  enema;  pulse  98,  temperature  99. 

October  28th,  a.  m. — Had  rather  a  restless  night,  com- 
mencing at  eight  p.  m.,  with  a  large  loose  action  from  the 
bowels,  pfllse  98,  temperature  99.  6  p.  ra. — Fever  went  oflF, 
and  patient  came  vety  near  going  into  collapse.  Stopped 
ice  poultices,  changed  her  clothing  and  betiding,  put  hot 
things  about  her,  gave  toddy,  and  she  passed  tlie  crisis 
safely. 

October  29th. — No  record. 

October  30th,  a.  m. — Temperature  99J. 

October  Hist,  a.  m. — Temperature  98.^. 

November  10th. — Convalescent,  but  still  weak. 

lictiiarkfi. — The  outlines  of  this  case,  given  in  the  fore- 
going notes,  afford  a  very  faint  indication  of  what  it  really 
was.  The  case  fell  into  my  hands  on  the  afternoon  of  the  , 
26th  of  October,  shortly  after  the  black  vomit  had  made  its 
dreaded  advent  The  patient  was  very  weak,  and  of  course, 
also,  very  much  frightened.  She  had  a  great  dislike  for 
stimulants,  to  such  extent,  indeed,  as  made  it  difficult  to 
admiuister  win6  or  brandy  at  all,  and  this  dislike  continued 
until  the  middle  of  the  day  of  the  28th,  wheu,  as  her  crisis 
approached,  it  passed  away,  and  she  was  able  to  take  either 
in  reasonable  quantity. 

The  thermometer  at  no  time  marked  a  very  high  tempera- 
ture, the  highest  after  I  touk  charge  of  her  being  103  -',  yet 
the  feeling  of  heat  in  the  stomach,  bowels,  and  within  the 
chest  was  of  intolerable  intensity  ;  and  in  treating  her 
while  her  life  was  trembling  in  the  balance,  I  made  very 
free  use  of  what  I  call  ice  poultices ;  that  is  to  say,  ice 
crushed  up  and  wrapped  in  half  a  dozen  or  more  folds  of  a 
piece  of  old  sheet,  or  something  of  that  kind.    Of  course  it 
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would  be  better  to  use  oil  Bilk  or  rubber  cloth,  but  neither 
of  these  was  at  the  time  obtaiDable.  The  ice  ponlfcicea  were 
applied  almost  coustantty  over  the  abdomeu ;  but  were 
ocyasioDally  transferred  to  the  cheat,  or  the  small  of  the 
back.  She  seemed  to  have  a  perfect  passion  for  them,  and 
would  cling  to  them  even  when  asleep.  In  the  presence  of 
so  decided  an  indication  I  felt  perfectly  safe  in  usinfi!  them 
freely.  Internally  she  hikd  crushed  ice  in  very  small  quan- 
tities. The  only  medicine  slie  had  was  an  occasional  dose 
of  sulpho-carbolate  of  podium.  This  agreed  well  with  the 
"  stomach  at  any  rate,  and  was  never  thrown  up.  It  seemed 
also  to  relieve  the  feeling  of  fullness  and  discomfort  that 
precedes  the  black  vomit,  and  to  relieve  the  condition  on , 
which  the  vomit  depends.  However  this  may  be,  I  ascribe 
the  salvation  of  this  case  to  these  two  remedies,  ice  poul- 
tices and  sulpho-carbolate  of  sodium. 

THE  CASE  OF  E.   A.   OBEY. 

E.  A.  Grey,  merchant,  a^ed  34,  native  yf  Monroe  county, 
Alabama,  has  suffered  from  malarial  diseiwe,  of  sallow  com- 
plexion. Direct,  exposure  to  Babb  cases.  Taken  sick  Octo- 
ber 16,  4  a.  m.,  with  slight  chill,  and  vomiting  bile,  pain  in 
back,  frontal  headache,  pain  in  limbs,  anxious  and  inquisi- 
tive, eyes  injected,  tongue  broad  and  slightly  furred,  gums 
firm,  temperature  102,  pulse  130. 

October  17th,  10:30  a.  m.— Temperature  103  3-5,  pulse 
100,  has  passed  a  good  night,  two  bilious  stools,  vomiting 
yellow  bile,  pain  in  back  still  continnes,  but  not.  as  bad. 
Patient  states  that  lie  was  free  from  fever  for  four  or  five 
hours,  which  statement  there  is  reason  to  doubt  Tongue 
broad  and  very  much  coated,  no  congestion  of  tip  and  edge, 
eyes  slightly  injected,  nausea,  no  desire  for  food,  urine  1020, 

no  albumen,  nitric  acid  precipitates,  heat  clears.     p.  m. 

Temperature  103  3-5,  pulse  96,  pain  in  back  lessened,  great 
nausea,  vomited  twice  since  last  night,  a  dark  coffee  ground 
substance  in  quantity,  complains  of  burning  sensation  in 
eyes,  tongue  large  and  clean,  congested  on  tip  and  edge, 
nrinates  freely  ;  urine  light  in  color,  specific  gravity  1' 12, 
contains  albumen. 

October  18th,  p.   m.— Temperature  98.1,    P^lae  88. 
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somewhat  lirigliter  and  more  calm,  a  great  deal  of  nausea, 
which  is  greatlj  increased  by  the  application  of  thermometer 
under  tongue,  has  had  some  sleep,  bilious  evacution  from 
bowels,  no  urine  passed  since  morning  visit,  tongue  furred, 
fissured,  and  congested  on  tip  and  edge.  Later,  10  p.  m. 
Tongue  fissured,  nearly  clean,  anxious  expression,  face 
dusky  hue,  great  depression,  uausea,  vomiting  black  vomit, 
grunting  respiration,  temperature  98,  pulse  78,  respiration 
Ifi,  corrugated  espression  of  face  at  each  respiration  as 
though  in  pain,  no  uriue  passed  since  morning  visit,  pulse 
feeble,  burning  sensatiou  in  stomach,  soreness  in  lower  por-  ' 
tion  left  breast,  continued  iu  about  this  condition,  at  times 
Qemi-delirious,  wanting  to  get  up,  no  urine  passed,  convul- 
sions set  in  and  death  closed  the  scene  at  10:30  a.  m.,  Octo- 
ber 19,  1883. 

Appearance  after  death — color  of  body,  deep  intense  yel- 
low, no  marked  hypostasis,  pupils  dilited.  Post  mortem 
esaminatiou  refused. 

THE   CASE  OF  JAMES  8N0WDEN, 

James  Snowden,  native  of  Brewton,  Alabama,  aged  43,  com- 
plexion light,  hair  and  eyes  brown.  Works  at  the  saw 
mills,  of  drinking  habits.  This  attack  has  been  preceded 
by  hemorrhagic  malarial  fever.  Direct  exposure  to  the 
Storts  case.  Taken  sick  October  15,  with  prodroma  a 
few  days,  in  which  there  was  lassitude  and  discomfort  in 
back  and  head,  attack  opened  by  rigor,  increased  pain  in 
back  and  head,  much  nausea ;  nausea  somewhat  relieved  by 
much  vomiting,  surface  of  body  heavily  covered  with  pro- 
fuse sweat,  tongue  broad  and  indented  on  edge  and  lightly 
coated,  temperature  104,  pulse  130.  — p.  m. — Nervous  and 
stomach  disturbed,  no  desire  for  nourishment  and  has 
taken  none ;  no  albumen  in  urine.  8:45  p.  m. — Moaning, 
but  not  quite  so  restless  as  in  the  morning,  but  anxious ; 
has  had  four  or  five  bilious  actions  from  mercurial  purge, 
vomiting  of  bile  still  persistent,  no  change  in  tongue,  eyes 
injected,  no  albumen  in  urine,  temperature  104,  pulse  120. 

October   IGth,   a.   m.^ — Temperature  103J,' pulse  96, 

respiration  16,  tongue  broad  aiid  red,  great  depression  and 
nausea,  anxious  expression,  constant  moaning,  eyes  deeply 
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congested,  ioterns  over  body,  retching  or  constant  desire  to 
Tomit,  ejecting  yellow  and  green  bile,  pain  in  back  intense, 
not  much  pain  in  head,  ordered  stimulants  and  lime  water. 
. — p.  m.  Temperature  104,  pulse  88,  still  restless  and  moan- 
ing, albumen  in  nrine  40  per  cent. 

October  17,  —  a.  m. — Temperature  lOlJ,  pulse  96,  respi- 
ration 18,  tongue  same,  eighicg  respiration,  moaning,  pain 
in  stomach,  no  pain  in  back,  two  watery  evacuations  from 
bowels,  one  ounce  of  urine  passed,  specific  gravity  1020, 
albnmen  25  per  cent.,  eyes  smoky,  burning  sensation  in  eyes, 
anxious  expression ;  ordered  bicarbonate  potassum  10  grains 
every  hour.  Had  taken  last  night  sulpbo-carbolate  sodium 
for  nausea  with  no  effect.  4:30  p.  m. — Temperature  101, 
pulse  96,  respiration  24,  eyes  deeply  congested,  still  moan- 
ing, slight  capillary  congestion  in  ears  apathetic,  feels  bad, 
pain  in  lower  portion  left  breast,  tired  leeling  ;  passed  one- 
half  ounce  urine  to-day,  ordered  albumen  water,  and  also 
tablespoonful  hot  water  every  hour,  giving  the  bicarbonate 
potassiiAu  every  two  hours.  8  p.  m. — Temperature  99  4-5, 
pulse  96,  respiration  36,  passing  thin  watery  stools.  Mid- 
night Great  dyspnoea,  no  pulse,  incoherent  action  of  heart, 
dusky  hue  in  face,  with  icterus  deepening,  mind  reacts  slowly 
when  aroused,  all  pain  and  distress  mme,  says  he  feels  bet- 
ter than  at  any  time  during  his  sickness.  Coutiuned  in  this 
condition  until  October  18,  6:30  a.  m.,  when  he  had  one 
convulsive  movement  of  the  entire  body  and  immediately 
expired. 

Three  and  one-half  hours  after  death,  jjupils  widely 
dilated,  skin  deep  intense  yellow,  hypostasis  not  well 
marked,  rigor  mortis  nearly  complete,  no  purging.  Post 
mortem  examination  refused. 

THE   rOST   MOnTEM, 

Post  mortem  examination  on  body  of  Duke  Storts  three 
and  a  half-hours  hours  after  deatli.  Mediciil  men  present, 
Drs.  Foard,  Maloiie,  and  Farish,  of  Alabama,  Dr.  Cochran, 
State  Health  Officer  of  Altbuma,  Dr.  Carson,  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  Dr.  Stone,  of  Savannah. 

A  man  of  medium  height,  light  complexion,  sandy  beard, 
brown  hair  and  eyes,  in  good  flesh  and  splendid  physique. 
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HypoBtasie  in  dependent  parts  well  marked,  and  ecchymosis 
(post  mortem)  of  cbest  and  abclomen  prominent,  general 
surface  of  body  icterode,  purging  of  blood  unchanged  from 
stomach,  though  in  no  great  quantity.  Oreat  congestion  of 
ueck  and  lower  part  of  face  and  temples.  Eyes  tinged 
slightly  with  yellow,  pupils  normal.  No  extreme  conges- 
tion of  conjunctivae.  Scrotum  and  penis  with  post  mortem 
by  postAsis.  Bigor  mortis  well  marked  and  nearly  complete. 
No  bemorrhi^e  from  nostrils.  Gums  exceedingly  pale  and 
firm.  ' 

Section  of  abdomen  and  cbest  presented  thick  covering 
of  adipose  tissue,  very  little  beuorrbage.  Subcutaneous 
tissue  stained  yellow.  On  removing  sternum,  stomach  pro- 
truded— distended  witti  gaseous  contents. 

Litiii/s. — The  centre  of  middle  lobe  of  right  lung  for  about 
two  inches  in  diameter  was  in  a  state  of  congestion  ;  other 
lobes  normal. 

Henri. — Normal  in  size ;  some  fatty  deposits  on  apex, 
ranging  upward  on  right  side,  and  also  in  sulcus  between 
the  ventricles.  Exterior  vessels  of  heart  congested  and 
prominent.  Interior  of  heart,  left  side,  mitral  intact.  Sub- 
stance of  heart,  left  side,  fresh  color  and  not  unduly  thick- 
ened. Passive  hemorrhage  from  the  walls.  No  clot  or 
deposit  of  any  nature  in  cavity.  Semi-lunar  valves  normal. 
Thin  dark  post  mortem  clot  in  right  ventricle.  Substance 
of  right  side  of  heart  notably  paler  than  the  left  side.  Tri- 
cuspeds  normal. 

Lifer. — Gall  bladder  almost  empty,  and  inner  surface 
presented  a  brownish  red  substance  which  washing  failed 
to  remove,  capillaries  evidently  full.  Color  of  liver  a  dark 
boxn^ood,  the  interior  lighter  than  exterior.  Bim  of  right 
lobe  more  intensified  in  yellow  color,  bordering  on  brown. 
Substance  friable,  but  not  extremely  so.  Hepatic  veins 
open  and  but  slight  oozing.  Liver  but  slightly  enlarged, 
generally  and  evenly  colored ;  no  isolated  spots  difi'erent  in 
color,  with  one  exception,  which  was  on  the  under  sarfacb, 
a  spot  one  inch  wide  and  one  and  one-half  inches  long,  of  a 
light  slate  color,  which  on  section  gave  the  same  homogen- 
eous yellow  color  and  lustre. 
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Sfieen. — Normal  in  size,  appearance  and  consisteacy  :  in- 
terior raspberry  jam  color. 

Kidneys. — About  normal  in  size ;  no  passive  congestion  ; 
disposed  to  be  yellov.  No  pathological  changes  noted  in 
cortical  substance  or  pyramids. 

i)uo</eRUTR.— Empty  entire.  Plain  and  distinct  ecchymoses 
of  tbe  mucous  membrane. 

Stomach. — This  was  very  carefully  examined.  The  walls 
were  very  evenly  and- generally  conjested  ;  possibly  more 
congested  on  the  posterior  wall.  Streaks  of  a  black  tena- 
cioQB  substance  were  all  over  the  mucous  membrane. 

Iniestiws. — The  large  and  small  intestines  contained  but 
little,  with  the   exception  of  a   dark   tenacious   substance. 
No  evidence  of  bile,  or  its  constitueuts,  could  be  detected. 
Bladder  empty. 
Completed  at  1:15  p.  m. 

(Signed)  J.  T.  B.  Foard,  M.  D., 

E.  W.  Farisb,  M.  D., 
H.  H.  Malone.  M.  D., 
Jrrohe  Cochhan,  M.  D., 
Geo.  H.  Stone,  M.  D., 
Wm.  H.  Cabson.  M.  D. 
Bbewton,  Ala.,  October  15,  188:i,  11:30  a.  m. 

BETOBT   OF   MIOBOHCOPIC   EXAMIKATIOS, 

By  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Sanders,  Censor  and  Senior  Counsellor 
M.  A  8.  A,,  and  Professor  of  Diseases  of  tlie  Eye  and 
Ear,  and  of  Histology,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Alabama. 

Specimens  of  various  organs  and  tissues  obtained  from  the 
foregoing  autopsy  were  submitted  to  Dr.  Sandersj  of  Mo-  , 

bile,  for  microscopic  examiuution— a  work  for  which  I  bi-g 
to  express  here  my  special  thanks ;  and  the  report  of  whicn 
here  follows : 

In  November  of  last  year,  I  received  from  you,  then  at 
Brewton,  in  this  State,  the  following  tissues  for  microscopic 
examination,  namely: 

A  portion  of  pericardium, 

Ajjportiou  of  stomach, 

A  portion  of  liver, 

A  portion  of  kidney  ; 
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AD  of  which  I  waB  informed  had  been  obtained  in  an  au- 
topsy upon  a  patient  who  had  died  of  a  fever  which  was 
then,  or  had  been  prevailing  at  Brewton,  and  which  had 
been  pronounced  by  yourself  and  others  to  be  "yellow 
fever." 

The  above  tissues  reached  me  immersed  in  a  solution  of 
hydrate  of  chloral — the  strength  of  which  I  did  not  learn — 
and  appeared  to  be  in  good  condition. 

Accompanying  them  were  the  following,  viz. : 
Four  glass  slides,   each   having   a  drop   of  black  vomit 
mounted  on  it ; 

Four  glass  slides,  each  having  a  drop  of  urine  mounted 
on  it; 

All  being  labeled  as  having  been  obtained  from  patients 
sick  of  the  '"prevailing  lever,"  at  various  stages  of  their 
illness. 

The  tissues  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  chloral  solution 
for  some  time,  and  were  then  transferred  to  alcohol  of  mod- 
erate strength,  and  finally  to  absolute  alcohol.  So  soon  as 
they  had  attained  sufficient  Simuess  to  admit  of  having  mi- 
croscopic sections  cut  from  them,  the  examination  was 
made,  the  result  of  which  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  submit. 

1.  Pericardiiuii. — Fat  cells,  varying  in  size  from  very 
minute  to  large  ones,  were  found  in  tolerable  abundance, 
chiefly,  however,  in  the,  external  or  fibrous  layer.  At  some 
points,  the  considerable  size  and  somewhat  scattered  ar- 
rangement of^these  cells  seemed  to  indicate  a  fatty  infiltra- 
tion rather  than  a  degeneration — the  former  Ixiing  as  a  rule 
characterized  by  the  ]}resuiice  of  large  fat  cells,  the  latter 
by  small  ones.  Another  obvious  distinction  is  that  in  fatty 
infiltration  either  a  nuperabundance  of  fat  is  carried  to  the 
point  of  ocinirreuce  by  the  blo(Hl  and  deposited  there,  or  an 
accumulation  is  allowed  to  take  place  by  reason  of  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  tlie  system  to  ex]>end  a  fair  proportion  of 
what  is  deposited ;  whilst  in  fatty  degeneration  there  is  a 
true  metamorphosis  of  the  elements  of  the  tissues  them- 
selves into  fat.  The  fact  that  tat  cells  are,  or  may  be,  pres- 
ent in  healthy  pericardial  tissue,  renders  it  somewhat  diffi- 
cult, in  au  examination  of  this  kind,  to  decide  where  physi- 
ology ends  and  pathology  begins.     At  other  points  than 
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those  spokeD  of  as  reBemblinfir  a  fatty  infiltrstion,  snob  a 
considerable  namber  of  small  to  very  miDate  fat  cells  were 
seen  aa  to  justify  the  opinion  that  a  trne  fatty  defeneration 
was  also  present. 

Both  processes  may  have  existed  side  by  side — the  infil- 
tration bavinft  been  goinfr  on  for  some  time,  and  being  tin- 
connected  with  the  last  illness  of  the  patient,  whilst  the  de- 
generation was  most  probably  recent  and  part  and  parcel  of 
the  affection  which  cansed  the  death  of  the  patient. 

No  other  changes  than  those  mentioned  were  noticed. 

2.  Stomach — Nothing  abnormal  was  found  in  this  organ, 
all  of  its  coats  appearing  to  be  well  preserved.  If  any 
pathological  change  existed,  it  consisted  in  a  slight  swelling 
or  enlargement  of  the  epithelial  cells  covering  the  macoas 
membrane.  At  no  point,  however,  did  these  cells  seem  to 
have  undergone  fatty  degeneration,  as  fat  cells  could  neither 
be  detected  microscopically  nor  by  staining  with  osmic  acid. 

The  muBcalar  and  other  coats  were  likewise  free  from  any 
sign  of  fatty  degeneration.  No  erosions  of  the  mncons 
membrane  were  foand — the  epithelial  covering  of  it  being 
intact  Possibly,  if  sections  had  been  made  from  other 
portions  of  the  oi^an,  erosions  might  have  been  discovered, 
but  none  were  found  in  the  specimen  examined,  and  the 
sections  made  from  it  were  tolerably  nnmerons. 

Neither  did  any  section  made  show  sign  of  extravasation. 

3.  Liwr. — The  connective  tissue  was  decidedly  increased 
in  quantity — so  much  so  that  the  contours  of  the  lobules 
were  more  sharply  defined  than  is  usually  the  case,  and  at 
some  points  there  were  considerable  bands  of  connective  tis- 
sue intervening  between  the  lobules.  A  cirrhosis,  therefore, 
existed,  which,  whilst  it  had  not  made  sufficient  progress  to 
disable  the  organ,  or  even  to  impair  its  function  to  a  per- 
ceptible d^i^ree,  yet  had  progressed  far  enough  to  admit  of 
ready  rec<^nition  by  means  of  the  microscope.  This  pro- 
cess was,  of  course,  a  chronic  one,  and  was  in  no  wise  con- 
nected with  the  last  illness  of  the  patient 

Id  addition  to  the  cirrhosis,  the  liver  cells,  and  connective 
tissues  as  well,  were  found  to  contain  fat  cells  of  small  to 
moleoolar  sizes.     It  is  well  known  that  the  presence  of  a 
7 
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limited  amount  of  fat  in  the  liver  cells  is  not  incompatible 
with  a  fair  disoharge  of  their  function,  but  in  this  cose  the 
physiological  limit  had  been  so  far  exceeded  that  the  organ 
had  evidently  passed  into  a  condition  of  acute  and  exten- 
sive fattj  degeneration,  which  must  have  aeriously  impaired 
its  function. 

The  fat  cells  were  not  confined  to  the  nucleus  of  the  liver 
cells,  but  extended  to  their  entire  bodies,  and  were  discov- 
erable both  by  the  microscope  and  by  staining  with  a  solu- 
tion (2  p.  c.)  of  osmic  acid. 

In  many  of  the  liver  cells  it  was  difficult  or  impossible  to 
detect,  by  means  of  the  microscope  (with  magnifying  power 
of  500  diameters),  the  presence  of  fat  cells,  on  account  of 
their  molecular  size  and  imbedded  position,  but  upon  im- 
mersing the  sections  in  the  solution  of  osmic  acid  for  a  few 
minutes  only  such  liver  cells  would  assume  an  intensely 
black  color — thus  indicating  the  presence  of  fat.  Indeed, 
very  few  or  none  of  the  liver  cells  escaped  being  very 
promptly  stained  by  the  osmic  acid  solution — the  color 
varying  from  a  light  brown  to  a  deep  black,  the  intensity 
depending,  X  suppose,  upon  the  extent  to  which  the  con- 
tents of  the  liver  cells  had  andergone  the  fatty  metamor- 
phosis. 

Sections  of  pig's  liver  kept  in  the  osmic  acid  solution  for 
the  same  length  of  time  as  those  of  the  specimen,  showed 
oomparatively  alight  staining. 

It  has  been  mentioned  already  that  fat  was  present  in  the 
connective  tissue  of  the  liver  as  well  as  in  its  cells,  and 
there  it  was  easier  of  recognition  by  the  microscope. 

4.  Kidney. — In  this  organ  the  pathological  changes  were 
less  marked  than  in  the  liver.  The  epithelium  lining  the 
tubuli  nriniferi  was  generally  well  preserved  and  normal 
looking.  In  a  few  places  these  tubes  were  seen  to  be  de- 
nuded of  their  epithelium,  but  the  contrary  was  the  rule. 
Very  generally  the  caliber  of  the  tabes  was  seen  to  be  filled 
with  a  granular-looking  material,  which  possessed  no  charac- 
teristic form,  bnt  which  in  many  places  was  stained  of  a 
bluish-black  color  by  the  osmic  acid  solution. 

At  some  places  the  free  edges  of  the  epithelial  cells  lining 
the  tqhules  were  similarly  stained,  but  the  staining  did  not 
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extend  down  to  the  base  or  attuchment  of  the  cells.  The 
same  Bort  of  staining  waa  also  observed  aroand  the  peri- 
pheries of  acme  of  the  glomeruli. 

As  fatt;  degeneration  is  believed  to  oonsist  in  a  metamor- 
phosis of  the  albuminous  compounds,  it  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  in  tissues  in  which  this  ohange  is  in  transitu,  as 
it  were,  just  such  staining  from  osmic  acid  might  be 
obtained  as  that  described  as  ocQurring  to  the  granular  con- 
tents of  the  uriniferous  tnbales,  the  free  margins  of  the 
epithelial  cells  lining  those  tubules,  and  the  peripheries  of 
the  glomerali.  The  color  was  much  less  intense  than  that 
produced  in  the  liver  cells  by  immersion  in  the  osmic  acid 
solution  for  an  equal  length  of  time. 

It  would  seem  fair  to  conclude,  therefore,  that  fatty  degen- 
eration in  the  kidneys  was  present  in  its  incipiency. 

5.  Black  Vomit. — When  the  slides  containing  the  drop  of 
this  material  were  placed  under  the  microscope  a  mass  of 
brownish  or  blackish  appearance  was  observed,  which  was 
destitute  of  all  characteristic  form.  Where  the  layer  was 
thin  the  color  was  brownish,  where  thicker  or  in  heaps  it 
was  blackish.  It  will  be  understood,  of  course,  that  the 
material  having  been  on  the  slides  for  some  eight  months, 
had  become  perfectly  dry  and  had  lost  any  oharaoteristio 
form  which  any  of  its  constituents  might  have  hEul  when 
fresh. 

The  only  point  that  could  be  determined  was  as  to  whether 
or  not  it  had  contained  blood.  As  any  blood  cells  that  might 
have  been  presented  had  become  thoroughly  disintegrated 
and  destroyed  we  could  not  expect  to  find  them  as  a  solution 
to  the  question.  The  only  resource  left  was  to  ascertain 
whether  hematin,  or  the  coloring  principle  of  blood,  was 
present,  this  material  being  tolerably  indestructible,  and,  if 
identified,  rendering  it  perfectly  certain  that  the  black  vomit 
had  contained  blood. 

This  I  proceeded  to  do,  and  by  emplojang  the  necessary 
chemical  reaction  was  rewarded  by  finding  numerous  crystals 
of  hydrochlorate  of  hematin  of  perfectly  characteristic  form 
and  appearance.  Whatever  else,  therefore,  the  specimens 
of  black  vomit  may  have  contained  they  certainly  contained 
blood,  and  as  blood  is  present  in  the  black  vomit  of  yellow 
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fever  ve  may  conclade  that  these  were  gennine  specimens 
of  that  sort. 

I  should  say  that  od  one  of  the  slides,  marked  as  having 
been  thrown  up  on  the  third  day,  I  failed  to  find  the  hema- 
tin  crystals.  , 

6.  Urine. — The  examination  of  the  slides  containing  the 
specimens  of  urine  was  negative. 

To  sum  up  the  whole :  A-Cute  fatty  degeneration  seems  to 
have  been  the  pathological  process,  which  was  marked  in 
the  liver,  less  so  in  the  pericardium,  incipient  in  the  kidney 
and  absent  in  the  stomach.  Blood  was  present  in  the  spe- 
cimens of  black  vomiL 

I  add  here  the  report  of  the  examination  made  by  Dr.  W. 
H.  Carson,  of  New  Orleans,  of  specimens  collected  by  him 
dnring  his  visit  to  Brewton  : 

"  Urine. — Chenoically  tested  presented  from  twenty  per 
cent,  to  forty  per  cent,  of  albumen.  Reaction,  acid  ;  color, 
pale  yellow.  The  microscopic  examination  revealed  the 
presence  of  granular  casts  of  the  tiibuli  nriniferi. 

Black  vomit. — Under  the  microscope  presented  disinte- 
grated blood  corpuscles,  hsematin,  epitheliam,  and  bacteroid 
bodies  of  rod-like  appearance. 

lAver. — Was  of  a  general  homogenous  orange  yellow 
throughout.  Microscopical  section  showed  an  abundance 
of  oil  globules  infiltrating  the  entire  tissue. 

An  object  glass  one-fifth  inch  was  used  in  the  above 
examinations. 

Stomach. — General  appearance  much  congested,  diffused, 
ecchymosed,  and  containing  filamentous  tracts  of  black 
tenacious  matter.  Examined  microscopically  with  4-10 
object  glass  only  confirmed  th^  intensely  congested  condi- 
tion already  referred  to." 

NOTES  ON  TREATMENT. 

In  the  way  of  treatment,  so  far  as  I  know,  nothing  new 
was  tried  at  Brewton.  A  few  things,  however,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  use  of  well  known  remedies  attracted  my 
attention,  and  may  be  worthy  of  mention  here. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  quinine,  however  it  was  given,  exer- 
cised very  little  influence  whether  lor  good  or  evil  over  the 
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prof^ss  of  the  cases.  I  could  not  see  that  large  doseB  at 
the  begiDning  of  attacks  was  of  any  benefit  Neither  did 
they  seem  to  be  of  any  disadvantage.  Small  doses  in  all 
stages  of  the  malady  were  without  noticeable  effect.  Large 
doses  given  continuously  for  several  days  in  succession  cer- 
tainly did  not  kill  the  pEitienta  as  a  rule,  many  recoveries 
occurring  under  this  practice.  Bnt  in  a  few  fatal  cases  its 
bad  effects  seemed  to  me  to  be  unmistakable  ;  and  in  several 
cases  that  recovered  after  a  long  time  I  could  not  avoid  the 
suspicion  that  the  quinine  had  materially  contributed  to  the 
production  of  the  quasi  typhoid  type  of  fever,  with  red 
tongue,  irritable  bowels,  an'd  high  nervous  tension ;  and 
these  symptoms  sometimes  persisting  for  two  weeks  or  more, 
which,  in  these  cases,  marked  the  protracted  third  st^e  of 
the  disease. 

Ice,  externally  and  internally,  was  found  to  be  ^reeable 
in  most  of  the  cases,  and  usually  agreed  well  with  the  pa- 
tients. At  the  same  time  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  often 
used  too  freely,  and  that  in  this  way  an  artificial  appetite 
was  created  for  it,  just  as  children  who  eat  snow  may  indnce 
an  insatiable  factitious  thirst  which  no  amount  of  snow  will 
appease.  In  a  word,  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  quite  as 
possible  to  abuse  cold  drinks  and  the  use  of  ice,  as  it  ia  to 
go  to  excess  in  the  use  of  hot  teas  and  heavy  blankets. 
Still  there  were  cases  in  which  it  seemed  hardly  possible  to 
use  too  much  ice,  at  least  externally.  In  the  case  of  Miss 
Cassie  Brewton,  for  example,  ice  poultices  were  applied 
without  intermission  for  two  consecutive  days  and  nights. 
They  were  kept  most  constantly  over  the  abdomen,  but 
were  sometimes  moved  around  and  applied  over  the  lumbar 
region ;  and  sometimes  moved  up  to  the  upper  front  por- 
tion of  the  thorax.  This  patient,  while  she  took  very  little 
ice  or  ice-water  internally,  exhibited  an  insatiable  passion 
for  the  ice  poultices,  and  would  cling  to  them  tenaciously 
and  unconsciously  even  in  her  sleep.  The  natural  indica- 
tion was  too  clearly  expressed  to  be  disregarded.  And  yet 
even  in  this  case,  and  in  spite  of  the  closest  attention,  the 
ice  came  very  near  making  trouble.  At  the  end  of  about 
forty-eight  hoars  the  supernatural  heat  subsided,  and  the 
patient  weak  to  the   verge   of  dissolution,  came  very  near 
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going  ioto  collapBe.  However,  her  damp  clothing  and  bed- 
ding WBTB  rapidly  changed  for  others  that  were  warm  and 
dry,  hot  things  were  packed  about  her,  she  was  rubbed  with 
warm  alcohol,  took  stimulating  drinks,  and  soon  rallied ; 
and  from  that  time  her  convalescence  was  established. 

In  some  cases  I  derived  undoubted  benefit  from  hot 
drinks,  plain  hot  water  proving  as  good  as  any.  In  two  or 
three  cases  these  hot  drinks  appeared  to  qliiet  the  stomach 
when  that  viscus  had  begun  to  show  signs  of  uneasiaess ; 
and  in  two  or  three  other  cases  it  had  a  good  influence  in 
controlling  restlessness  and  nervous  excitement.  One  case 
deserved  to  be  specially  reported.  A  lady  who  had  been 
using  ice  very  freely  grew  terribly  restless,  and  complained 
of  severe  neuralgic  pains  in  the  left  thorax.  She  was  evi- 
dently in  a  highly  hysterical  condition,  was  tossing  about  in 
the  bed,  begging  piteously  for  something  to  relieve  her, 
protested  that  she  must  get  out  of  bed  if  she  did  not  get 
relief  speedily.  The  ice  was  withdrawn,  she  had  two  tear 
cups  of  hot  water,  and  in  ten  minutes,  like  mt^c  almost, 
the  hysterical  paroxysm  subsided,  the  neuralgic  pains 
passed  away,  and  she  soon  went  off  into  a  quiet  and  refresh- 
ing sleep. 

One  medicine  seemed  to  me,  although  I  tried  it  only  in 
three  cases,  to  exercise  a  good  influence  over  the  stomach 
even  after  the  commencement  of  the  black  vomit  This  was 
sodium  sulpho-carbolate.  It  seemed  also  to  exercise  a  good 
inflaence  over  the  nervousness  that  accompanies  gastric 
uneasiness,  but  in  this  case  its  action  may  have  been  inci- 
dental and  indirect. 

Stimulants— that  is  to  say,  brandies  and  wines — in  proper 
cases  and  at  proper  times  are  of  the  very  greatest  value. 
But  I  think  there  is  too  much  disposition  to  make  a  mere 
routine  nse  of  them,  and  to  urge  them  on  patients  when 
they  are  not  relished  and  not  needed.  It  is  perhaps  fortu- 
nate that  in  epidemics,  where  they  are  supplied  by  relief 
committees,  at  least  two-thirds  of  all  that  are  bioaght  into 
the  sick  rooms  are  consumed  by  nurses  and  other  people 
not  on  the  sick  list. 
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OHARn?ABLE  CONTBIBUTIONS. 

A  Belief  Committee  was  organized  in  Brewton  and  went 
to  work  on  the  13th  of  October.  Ad  accoant  of  the  variooB 
contribations  received  and  disbarsemeots  made  by  this 
committee  is  here  republished  from  the  BrewtoD  Banner  of 
the  24tb  of  November : 

"  The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
diBbnrsemdnts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Belief  Committee  of 
Brewton  from  October  13th,  1883,  ap  to  date. 


J.  B.  RaakiD,   Tieaanrer,  in  bcd 
Contriboliona  from  PoUarf 

S        75  60 

CMtleberry 

25  00 

ET«TgreeQ 

149  10 

63  60 

5  00 

BalleTille 

19  00 

Wihon 

W.  J.  WiUismti 

16  00 

BayHiDflUe 

PerdneHiU 

W.  H.  Oosqne 

A4B.  Uoog 

10  00 

D„„.db,c;oogic 
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PineAppI" .• 

50  00 

B.  DowniDg 

100  00 

Mt  Hebroo  Chatoh  (0.  c.)  

4  00 

J.  Blaokshar,  Jr. 

2000 

5  00 

JobB  P.  Hubbard 

5  00 

JoBiah  MorrisACo 

53  15 

W.  S.  Mndge 

5  00 

ToDBjBoaoli 

26 

30  75 

Cash  

4  70 

10000 

5  00 

5  00 

10  00 

50  00 

5  00 

200 

W.J.  Vankirk 

Bev.  S.  H*eht..., 
Hon.  H.  \.  Herber 


MrB.  M.  Areads,  boarding  onTaes,  bnriol  material  and  olothinR, 

E.  A,  Qreys  children .....I  183  45 

Martin  Brewton,  nnrsing 15  00 

Joe  Baker,  nursing 1"  ^ 

John  Bundrura,  norsiog -  30  00 

J.  Blftokslier,  beef,  chickens  and  e^ga     1600 

Mike  Cheatham,  attending  and  burjing  dead 16  00 

W,   J.  Coleman,   bedding  and  rooms  for  nurses,  bedding   fnr- 

nishedsiok -  ■  ■  34  00 

CItnrleB  Crooter,  nursing  and  burying  dead 84  50 

Franois  Conway,  nursing 69  W 
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H.  P.  Collejft  Co.,  bariKl  material. $  8  20 

JohD  CoDle;,  best 20  80 

Hitlitida  CroBby,  onokiDg,  washiDg  and  DaniiDg 16  00 

Hn.  Add  OoDdoD,  nnrsiD^ G9  00 

Daay  Dean,  bntpng  dead 10  00 

Express  and  telegrams  3!  30 

Frvkk  Foaler,  burying  dead 12  00 

R.  W.  Farish,  nurRing  and  beildins 87  00 

Amos  Florence,  nareing IB  00 

Mrs   M.  A.  OayDD,  onrsing  18  00 

Mackey  Granberry,  supply  wagons  aod  bottlBB      , 3  60 

J.  M.  OraDberry,  nDraiog  aod  boarding  Mm .  UuynD 25  00 

Hinota  Jt  Stokes,  hearses  and  bn^igies,  moving;  DorHeB  from  plnce 

U>  place,  and  supply  wagOD 126  00 

Harold  Bros.  &,  Seott,  medjcine  and  grooeries 223  40 

Mis.  Annie  Uairston,  nnrsing   B.  T.   Ghetit'a  child,  and  W,  J, 

Coleman  B  infant 3fi  00 

Henry  Harold,  Jr.,  beef 10  60 

Baitlett  Johnson,  nursing,  atlending  iind  baryinft  dead 33  00 

Mar;  Johnaon,  nntHing,  ntteudiog  and  bnryiog  dead 3  50 

A.  F.  JohnBOD,  DUTHiDg,  attending  and  bnrying  dead    -  87  00 

Liziie  Jaukson,  cooking  and  washing 21  00 

Josephine  Jackson,  cooking  and  washing. 2  00 

Father  Jobannot ...    10  00 

Bobert  Johneoo,  chicken 60 

Lawrence  Johnson,  buryitig  dea<l 2  00 

Mrs.  Mary  LoieleBs,  nnrflinrj  ■ 5i  00 

H.  H.  Malone,  medicine,  and  Inmber  for  cofBns 2r>6  70 

Hadge  t  Rawles,  burning  swamp  back  of  stores 6  00 

W.  S.  Mndge,  making  coffina  and  cofBu  trimmings 130  95 

Oeorge  Hclntyre,  burying  dead  21  50 

MiBs  M.  E.  Molver,  nursing  6  00 

Uaniel  Jlantersham,  bnrying  dead 1  00 

James  McPhiUips,  groouries 183  50 

Fred.  Montgomery,  nursing 9  00 

Louis  Patrick,  buryiog  dead  and  driving  supply  wagon 36  50 

A.  M.   Patrick,  narsing.  superintending  gmves,  and  board  for 

nurses  and  Grey's  children 106  50 

Hendersgn  Potter,  burying  dead. 1  50 

Joe  Payne,  chickens,  eggs,  beef,  and  hauling  produce 52  36 

J.  N.  PoTTis,  country  prodncu 40  30 

Rebecca  Potter,  nnraiug  and  attending  dead. 6  50 

Poat^e    HO 

Toney  Roach,  drajage IG  00 

Ed.  Roper,  attending  sic^k  and  burying  dead 15  00 

Todd  Bobinson,  diatributing  proviaionH  and  drenaing  dead  ...  21  00 

J.  F.  Rawlcs.  noniing  6  00 

William  M.  Rabb,  nnrsiug  Mrs.  Ouynn  two  and  a  hatf  days 7  5tl 

Adam  Rabb,  nursing  and  bnrying  dead 32  50 

Amelia  Hadkio,  nnrsing,  waahing  and  cooking 19  00 
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HoDry  RobiDROD,  burying  dead  .    

.«        13  60 

C.  F.  Raaki'i,  three  coffins 

Jamas  Kmilej,  itttending  dead 

M.  T.  Spnigae  A  Co.,  medicine 

C.  H.  Snowrlen,  niaking  and  farnUhing  ooffloB 

Jobn  Storta,  coffin  and  paid  for  nnraiiig 

Hvater  Siuitli,  cooliing.  Dnrsing  uDd  waabing 

3600 
29  90 
1  60 
133  70 
28  5G 
2500 
15  00 

Sialers  of  Mercy,  New  OrlennB,  nnramg  Rnd  railroad  fare 

75  00 
25 

Ellen  Trairis,  nnrsinR  nnd  waahing 

8  00 

WiUia  White,  ohickenB  and  BggB 

8  80 

William  Yoniig 

6  00 

Ellen  Travis,  nursing  Hester  Smitli  fourteen  days 

J.  M.  Granborry,  sujiply  wagon 

2  00 

11  75 

M.  T.  Sprague  A  Co,,  sulphur 

9  50 

30  DO 

This  stntemeut  is  not  footed  up  and  balanced,  but  it  is 
easy  to  see  tbat  tbe  balance  of  $71.40  would  be  consumed 
by  tbe  unpaid  claims. 

To  the  $2,888.60,  here  acknowled^d  as  received  in  cash, 
must  be  added  the  expenses  of  nurses,  etc.,  paid  by  the 
Can't-Get-Away  Club,  of  Mobile,  namely,  $611.40,  which 
does  not  include  tbe  $200  which  the  club  contributed  in 
cash.     This  gives  a  grand  total  of  $3,500. 

Estimating  the  whole  number  of  the  sick  at  seventy,  as  I 
have  done  elsewhere  in  this  report,  and  it  follows  tbat  every 
sick  person  in  Brewton  during  tbe  epidemic  cost  the  Belief 
Fund,  on  an  averse,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars.  But  the  re- 
lief committee  was  not  organized,  and  no  appeal  for  public 
help  was  made  until  the  13th  of  October,  one  month  after 
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the  occttrreoce  of  the  first  case.  It  is  fair  to  asBume  that 
twenty  oat  of  the  seveDty  cases  were  either  dead  or  conva- 
lesceot  before  this  time.  Od  this  presutnptioD,  the  Dumber 
of  cases  who  were  beneficiaries  of  the  fund  is  reduced  to 
fifty,  all  told ;  and  the  prv  rata  share  of  each  is  augmented 
to  seventy  dollars.  In  this  calculation  no  allowance  is 
made  for  those  who  were  able  to  support  themselves ;  and 
it  is  also  to  be  remembered  that  none  of  this  money  went 
to  pay  doctor's  bills,  it  bein^  a  fact  that  while  everybody 
else  who  did  anything  for  the  sick  or  dead  in  this  epidemic, 
was  paid  out  of  the  relief  fund,  the  doctors  received  from 
this  fund  for  professional  services  not  a  single  dollar. 

Take  either  of  these  two  sums,  take  seventy  dollars,  or 
take  fifty  dollars,  as  the  per  capita  appropriation  from  the 
relief  fund,  remembering  at  the  same  time  that  this  is  ex- 
clusive of  medical  attendance,  exclusive  of  the  ministra- 
tious  of  kindred  and  friends,  and  exclusive  of  shelter  and 
beds,  and  the  thousand  and  one  comforts  and  conveniences 
which  people  have  about  their  homes,  and  no  one  can  fail 
to  see  that  the  money  was  somewhat  lavishly  spent.  While 
I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  any  part  of  it  was 
corruptly  used ;  for,  whatever  may  have  been  the  facts  in 
some  of  our  great  epidemics  when  money  has  been  poured 
into  our  stricken  cities  like  water,  as  in  1878  for  example, 
when  opportunities  were  frequent  and  temptations  great,  in 
our  little  Brewton  epidemic  I  am  satisfied  that  the  money 
was  honestly  handletl.  Nevertheless,  I  believe  that  the  real 
wants  of  Brewton  might  have  been  relieved  by  the  judicious 
expenditure  of  less  than  one-half  of  thirty-five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  proper  use  of  relief  funds  in  epidemics,  and  the 
restriction  of  their  use  to  legitimate  objects,  is  too  large  a 
question  to  be  thoroughly  discussed  at  this  place.  I  will 
content  myself,  therefore,  with  pointing  out  one  or  two  of 
the  principle  ways  iu  which  relief  funds  in  times  of  epi- 
demics, are,  to  my  thinking,  misappropriated.  An  epidemic, 
say  of  yellow  fever,  gets  into  a  town  or  city ;  a  relief  com- 
mittee is  organized ;  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  charitable 
pnblic  for  assistance ;  and  contributions  come  pouring  in. 
Many  poor  people  get  sick  who  need  help ;  and  many  well 
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to  do  people,  who  are  quite  able  to  help  tbeiiitielTea,  get 
8tck  at  the  same  time.  The  appeal  to  public  charity  is 
baaed  oa  the  hypothesis  of  the  esisteoca  in  the  community 
of  the  first  of  these  two  claBses,  and  it  is  upon  the  same 
hypothesis  that  the  charitable  public  contributes  its  money. 
It  would  seem  clear,  therefore,  that  in  these  epidemics  none 
should  receive  help  from  public  charity  except  those  who 
are  not  able  to  help  themselves.  Bat  the  current  practice 
of  relief  committees  is  very  different  from  this.  Their  am- 
bition is  to  care  for  all  who  get  aick,  and  it  is  but  too  often 
the  case  that  those  who  are  best  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves receive  from  the  committees  the  best  nurses,  the 
choiest  winea,  and  the  most  considerate  and  costly  atten- 
tion. If  this  is  an  evil  at  all,  and  such  it  undoubtedly 
seems  to  me,  it  is  a  very  great  one.  la  the  meantime  I 
'  know  very  well  that  some  generous  people  look  at  it  from  a 
different  point  of  view.  The  calamity,  they  aigne,  has 
fallen  on  the  whole  co  mm  unity,  and  whole  community 
should  be  helped.  With  this  indiscriminate  charity,  how- 
ever, I  have  no  sympathy ;  but  rather  hold  that  an  indi- 
vidual should  always  provide  for  himself  and  family  as  long 
as  he  can  do  so,  by  the  use  of  all  the  means  at  his  command, 
including  the  legitimate  use  of  credit ;  and  that  every  com- 
munity should,  in  like  fashion,  exhaust  all  its  resources  of 
self-help  before  it  appeals  for  charity  to  the  outside  world, 


(2)       REPORT   ON    YELLOW   FEVER  IN   PENSACOLA   IN    1883. 

The  first  case  pf  yellow  fever  on  the  gulf  in  1883,  so  far  as 
is  known,  was  that  of  F.  E.  P.  Shannon,  who  lived  near 
Fort  Bayou,  some  seven  miles  from  Ocean  Springs,  in  Jack- 
son county,  Mississippi.  He  was  taken  sick  on  the  30th  of 
July,  and  died  on  the  3d  of  August'.  He  was  treated  by  his 
brqther.  Dr.  Harvey  Shauooa,  who  had  confronted  yellow 
fever  in  Vicksburg  in  1878,  who  did  not,  however,  recognize 
the  disease  as  yellow  fever,  until  he  looked  back  upon  it  in 
the  liglit  of  subaeiiuent  events.  The  next  case  was  that  of 
Mr.  Frank  Snyder,  who  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
was  taken  sick  on  the  4th  of  August,  and  threw  up  black 
vomit,  and  died  on  the  ninth.     The  black  vomit  iu  the  case 
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provoked  suspicion.  After  a  little  hesitation,  Dr.  Shannon 
pronounced  it  Jellow  fever.  Dr.  Caae,  the  resident  phyfei- 
cian  at  Ocean  Springs,  and  personally  familiar  with  yellow 
fever,  asserted  that  it  was  malarial  fever,  and  with  him  sided 
the  citizens  of  the  town  and  its  vicinity,  thus  making  Dr. 
Shannon's  surroundintrs  anything  but  pleasant.  There  were 
four  other  cases,  making  nix  in  all,  and  alti^ether  theie 
were  five  deaths,  the  last  occurring  on  the  16th  of  November. 
The  first  rumor  of  this  outbreak  reached  me  at  Selma  on 
the  16th  of  August,  and  I  hastened  at  once  to  Ocean 
Springs.  Passing  through  Mobile  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th,  I  heard  of  the  outbreak  at  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 
Spending  some  thirty-six  hours  at  Ocean  Springs,  I  turned 
my  steps  toward  Pensacola,  which  place  I  reached  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  I'Jth.  My  object  was  to  observe  the  situa- 
tion and  watch  the  course  of  events  for  a  few  days  so  as  to 
see  what  measures  were  necessary  tor  the  protection  of 
Alabama.  I  was  soon  satisfied  that  the  airJon  scnnlaire 
around  the  uavy  yard,  maintained  by  the  Pensacola  health 
authorities  under  the  direction  of  the  marine  hospital  ser- 
vice, was  practically  efficient,  and  hoped  that  from  that 
locus,  at  least,  the  pestilence  would  not  be  allowed  to 
spread.  So  far  as  I  now  know  and  believe,  this  hope  was 
justified  by  the  course  of  subsequent  events,  no  yellow 
fever  occurring  anywhere  else  having  been  traced  either 
directly  or  indirectly  to  the  navy  yard.  I  do  not  dwell  upon 
this  epidemic,  since  its  history  has  been  written  by  those 
who  had  immediate  charge  of  it.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  first 
case  subsequently  suspected  as  having  probably  been  yel- 
low fever  was  that  of  an  engineer  store  keejjer,  who  got 
sick  on  the  fifth  of  August  The  first  undoubted  case,  and 
first  death,  was  Charles  H.  Thompson,  a  child  living  in 
Warrington,  who  died  on  the  14th  of  August  It  was  not 
rect^^zed  at  the  time,  but  was  confidently  classed  as  yel- 
low fever  at  a  later  date.  About  the  same  time  oases 
occurred  amongst  the  marines  in  the  barracks.  The  facts 
were  telegraphed  to  the  navy  department  at  Washington  on 
the  loth,  and  given  to  the  public  ou  the  IGth.  The  number 
of  cases  reported  in  this  epidemic  reached  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one    (261),    and    the    deaths    thirty-four    (34).     The 
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problem  of  the  origin  of  tliia  outbreak,  although  it  was  in- 
vestigated with  very  preat  care,  has  not  been  positively 
solved,  I  am  not  able  to  prove  the  fact,  but  mj  own  very 
decided  opinion  is  that  it  was  derived  from  Pensacola. 

On  the  22d  o(  August  came  the  announcement  of  the  first 
cases  of  the  season  in  Pensacola  itself — the  two  cases,  since 
so  famous,  on  Falafox  wharf.  These  cases  will  be  dis- 
cussed at  some  length  in  another  part  of  this  report,  and  I 
therefore,  for  the  present,  pass  them  over.  Then  came  the 
case  of  Emma  Smith,  also  described  in  another  part  of  this 
report,  and  then  came  rumor  crowding  upon  rumor  of  oaaea 
occurring  here  and  there,  first  in  one  part  of  Pensacola  and 
then  in  another  part,  with  occasional  deaths  with  black 
vomit,  the  board  of  health, 'the  newspapers  and  the  people, 
earnestly  protesting  that  the  rumors  were  false,  mischiev- 
ous, and  malicious,  and  that  the  cases  in  question  were  not 
yellow  fever  at  all. 

On  the  7th  of  September  a  case  occurred  in  Millview 
which  was  terminated  by  death  on  the  10th — the  first  case 
of  about  seventy  (70),  and  the  first  death  of  twelve  (12),  in  a 
population  of  about  three  hundred  (300).  There  is  no  ques- 
tion at  all  as  to  the  derivation  of  this  Millview  fever  from 
Pensacola.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  in  connection 
with  this  report,  an  excellent  account  of  this  epidemic 
furnished  me  by  Dr.  Warren  E.  Anderson,  a  resident  of 
Millview,  who  treated  many  of  the  cases,  and  who  was 
himself  sick  of  the  disease. 

THE  CASES   OF  THE  22d  OF  ACGUST. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  August,  I  was  requested  by 
Dr.  White  to  see  two  patients  of  his  on  Palafox  wharf. 
They  were  both  very  blonde  and  their  skins  had  assumed  a 
dusky  yellowish  hue.  One  was  sitting  up  in  his  bed  ap- 
parently convalescent.  The  other  was  still  quite  sick.  He 
had  passed  no  urine  tor  several  hours,  but  by  means  of  the 
catheter  about  an  ounce  and  a  half  was  obtained  from  his 
bladder,  and  on  examination  proved  to  be  loaded  with  albu- 
men. Subsequently  the  urine  of  the  other  patient  was 
examined  and  was  also  found  to  be  albuminous.  I  took  no 
part  in  the  diagnosis  of  these  cases,  but  waited  for  the 


D,^.,/.JbyCJOOJ^Ie 


BEP0BT8  OF  THB  BTATE  HEALTH  OFFICER.  99 

aotioD  of  the  board  of  bealtfa.  In  the  afternooii  the  board 
had  a  meeting  and  declared  the  cases  to  be  yellow  fever. 
Then  I  felt  free  to  expresB  my  opinion  and  gave  the  official 
diagnosis  my  emphatic  endorsement  I  also  at  once  tele- 
graphed the  facts  to  Mobile  and  Montgomery. 

The  two  aick  men  were  promptly  removed  to  the  quaran- 
tine station,  where  one  of  them  soon  after  died,  and  the 
shanty  in  which  they  had  been  housed  was  pulled  down  and 
burned  in  the  presence  of  many  hundreds  of  excited  citizens. 
The  excitement  spread  rapidly  over  the  city,  and  that  night 
there  was  a  general  exodus  of  all  uuaccUmated  persons  who 
could  get  away. 

The  nest  day,  the  23d,  the  sicker  of  the  two  men,  as  the 
result  of  the  removal)  died  at  the  quarantine  station,  A 
poat  mortem  examination  was  made  of  the  botly  by  Drs. 
Murray  and  Leonard,  the  quarantine  physicians.  Their 
report  is  here  subjoined : 

"Quarantine,  Pensacola,  Fl.\.,  August  23, 1883. 
"Pout  Morttm  ExamiwUioii  Report. — Henry  Baldamo,  white, 
Finland,  Aet,  19  years,  late  of  bark  Dagmar;  admitted  at 
S  p.  m.,  8.23  ;  moribund,  skin  deep  sallow,  eyes  clear,  tongue 
completely  covered  with  white  and  yellow  fur  ;  edge  but  no 
part  of  dorsum  red ;  patient  completely  irresponsive  ;  lies 
just  as  placed;  will  not  swallow,  respiration  free,  20  to 
minute;  pulse  weak,  140,  compressible;  skin  hot  and  dry; 
temperature  105  F.;  no  groaning  or  restlessness ;  no  tender- 
ness of  stomach.  7  p.  m.— Slight' rigor,  with  a  staring  of 
eyes  and  sighing  respiration ;  no  response  to  speech ;  closes 
eyes  when  ball  is  touched  ;  swallows  with  difficulty  a  cup 
of  tea  and  one  ounce  of  Port  wine.  8  p.  ra.— Dead,  without 
a  struggle  and  little  stertor  ;  no  odor,  except  of  turpentine  ; 
no  vomiting;  skin  hot  and  dry  at  moment  of  death;  no 
moisture  of  forehead  and  lips  while  here. 
:  'Ma((jps//.— At  7  a.  m.,  eleven  hours  after  death.  Ecchymotio 
spots  about  neck,  cheeks,  shoulders  and  scrotum  ;  skin  sal- 
low, not  yellowy  no  odor ;  froth  esudes  from  nostrils  and 
lips;  body  well  developed,  halt  inch  thickness  of  fat  under 
skin  ;  right  lung  free,  dark  blue  in  color,  heavier  than  nor- 
mal and  frothy  on  section ;  left  firmly  adherent  to  chest 
wall,  similarly  congested  as  the  right ;  sections  float ;  heart 
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covered  with  skin  of  fat ;  half  ounce  of  fluid  iu  pericardium ; 
blood  thin  and  dark,  no  clots ;  liver  dark  brick  red  ester- 
Dally,  normal  in  size 'and  cplor,  no  variation  from  dark  brick 
mottled  color  except  free  flow  of  dark  blood  on  section ; 
kidneys  enveloped  in  fat ;  right  pelvis  ecchjmotic  and  con- 
taining small  quantity  of  pus  and  blood ;  free  flow  of  blood 
on  section ;  free  ends  of  pyramids  ecchjmotic,  and  by  rub- 
bing with  scalped  blood  points  escape  ;  left  kidney  consider- 
able blood  and  water  in  pelvis,  no  pus,  substance  of  neither 
altered,  except  that  blood  flows  free  on  section  ;  ureters,  a 
little  stringy  biood  and  pus  in  each  ;  bladder  contains  one 
pint  dark  and  ammoniacal  urine,  with  blood  flakes ;  stomach 
contains  half  pint  of  tea  and  port  wine,  no  black  or  sooty 
deposit,  cardiac  end  ecchjmotic,  but  coat,  mucous,  is  firm, 
broken  in  no  point.  Intestines — externally  the  guts  show 
the  course  of  veins,  moderately  distended  with  gas,  contain 
throughout  a  gray,  glairy  pus-like  fluid;  coats •  internally 
softened,  but  in  no  place  ecchjmotic ;  no  trace  of  dark, 
black  or  bloody  extravasation  in  whole  course  or  gut,  .slight 
fecal  odor,  colon  similar  to  small  intestines,  except  that 
odor  is  stronger.  Spleen — dark  deep  blue,  normal  in  size, 
suprarenal  capsule  not  altered,  cavities  hot  and  steaming 
but  an  entire  absence  of  the  old  sweat  odor  of  yellow  fever. 
Muscles — firm  and  red,  Higor  mortis  continues  as  if  the 
man  had  been  shot. 

"The  clinical  and  necropsy  signs  of  this  case  are  not  those 
of  yellow  fever,  and  I  unhestatiugly  say  that  the  patient  did 
not  have  that  disease.  But  he  is  dead !  Yes,  and  dead  of 
swamp  fever,  pernicious  or  congestive  malarial  fever,  or,  as 
I  prefer,  remittent  fever  with  hematuria. 

"Since  making  the  autopsy  I  find  that  the  man  left  the  city 
on  August  the  4th  or  5th  aud  returned  on  the  16th,  and  took 
sick  on  the  17th,  after  a  moderate  debauch,  having  spent 
eleven  days  on  the  peninsular,  two  miles  west  of  White 
Point,  in  the  open  air,  day  and  night. 
Respectfully, 

[Signed]  R.  D.  MoititAY,  Surgeon  M.  H.  S. 

I  concur  fully  in  above, 

T.  M.  Leonaiid,  M.  D.,  Quarantine  Physician  and  As- 
sistant to  Dr.  Murray,  Surgeon  iu  charge." 
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The  publication  of  this  report,  with  the  confident  and  nn- 
qnalitied  asaertion  of  Drs.  Murray  and  Leonard  that  the 
disease  was  not  jellow  fever ;  that  the  clinical  and  necropsy 
8i^8  were  not  those  of  yellow  fever ;  and  that  it  was  swamp 
fever,  or  pernicious  or  congestive  malarial  fever,  or,  better 
still,  remittent  fever  with  hematuria,  gave  a  new  turn  to 
public  sentimenl,  and  was  the  beginning  of  the  war  against 
the  physicians  of  the  city,  which,  later  in  the  season,  raged 
so  fiercely, 

Drs.  White  and  I]ordham,  the  medical  members  of  the 
board  of  health,  had  already  committed  themselves  to  the 
yellow  fever  theory  of  the  case  ;  and  now  Drs.  Herron,  Beu- 
shaw  and  Cravey,  all  of  them  familiar  with  yellow  fever, 
and  who  haid  also  seen  the  cases,  published  their  opimons 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  malady  in  the  f9llowing  card : 

CEBTDlCAl^  OF  DBS.   HEREON,   RENBHAW  AND  OBATEX. 

"  In  regard  to  the  cases  of  Dr.  White  on  Palatox  wharf,  on 
one  of  which  Dr.  Murray  made  a  post  mortem,  and  which 
l>rs.  White  and  Fordham  previously  reported  to  the  board 
of  health  as  yellow  fever,  we  have  to  say,  that  if  the  clinical 
history  of  those  cases  given  us  by  Drs.  White  and  Fordham 
at  the  time  we  saw  them  (just  before  they  were  removed  to 
the  quarantine  station),  was  correct,  and  toe  •presume  it  was, 
they  could  have  been  nothing  else  than  yellow  fever ;  and 
that  Dr.  Murray's  post  mortem,  (see  Dr.  Murray's  report  to 
the  Surgeon  General,  from  Key  West  in  1875,  which  shows 
that  ho  did  not  consider  post  mortem  evidence  conclusive), 
is  not  evidence  to  the  contrary,  accordiuf;  to  the  eminent 
pathologist,  Stanford  E.  Chaille,  of  New  Orleans,  whose 
opinions  we  now  quote  :  '  The  pathological  anatomy  of  yel- 
low fever  still  lacks  pathagnomonic  lesions,  and  the  cases 
are  few,  where  the  disease  is  not  prevailing,  in  which  the 
pathological  anatomist,  without  recoarse  to  the  olinioal  his- 
tory, could  pronounce  the  lesions  conclusive.' 

Jakes  S.  Herbom,  M.  D., 
F.  a  Bbnshaw,  M.  D., 
J.  Z.  Obatit,  M.  D." 
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This  is  not  the  place  for  the  critical  discussion  of  the  dif- 
ferential diagnosis  of  yellow  and  malarial  fevers.  When  I  saw 
the  cases  and  beard  the  clinical  history  of  them,  I  was 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  they  were  cases  of  yellow  fever. 
After  reading  the  post  mortem  report,  and  in  the  light  of  all 
subsequent  events  in  any  way  connected  with  them,  I  am 
still  of  tbe  same  opinion. 

"The  clinical  and  necropsy  signs  are  not  those  of  yellow 
fever,"  bo  say  Drs.  Murray  and  Leonard  with  confident 
official  emphasis.  Per  contrii,  I  undertake  to  say,  that  the 
clinical  and  necropsy  signs  are  not  those  of  remittent  fever 
with  hematuria.  The  clinical  history,  indeed,  is  the  clinical 
history  of  yellow  fever,  and  not  the  clinical  history  of  any 
form  of  malarial  fever.  There  was  no  hematuria  up  to  the 
time  of  removal,  but  the  urine  was  very  scant  and  liighly 
albuminous.  The  necropsy  signs  are  ambiguous.  The  liver 
was  not  the  box-wood  liver  of  Yellow  fever,  but  neither  was 
it  the  dark  bronze  or  slate-colored  liver  of  malarial  fever. 
The  spleen  is  described  as  normal,  which  is  common  enough 
in  yellow  fever ;  but  I  believe  a  normal  spleen  is  absolutely 
unknown  in  malarial  fever.  The  description  of  the  stomach, 
containing  half  a  pint  of  port  wine  and  tea,  is  of  little  diag- 
nostic value.  Nothing  is  said  its  to  the  presence  or  absence 
of  bile  in  the  gall-bladder  and  tbe  duodenum.  To  sum  up 
the  argument:  The  post  mortem  appearances  are  not  those 
of  a  typical  yellow  fever  cadaver ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  imagine  post  mortem  appearances  less 
suggestive  of  any  form  of  malarial  disoiiKB. 

THE   CASE    OF   EMMA    SMITH. 

The  next  case  of  yellow  fevor  that  attracted  public  atten- 
tion in  Pensacoia  was  the  case  of  Emma  Smith,  a  white 
woman  of  bad  character,  who  was  taken  sick  on  Palafox 
wharf,  nearly  opposite  Jasper  Band's,  where  the  two  sailors 
had  been  sick.  She  died  on  the  '27th  of  September,  and  the 
post  mortem  examiuation  led  six  oat  of  the  eight  physicians 
of  Pensacola  to  pronounce  it  a  typical  ca-se  of  yellow  fever. 
Nevertheless,  the  Commemifd  newspaper  and  many  citizens 
declined  "emphatically  to  believe  that  the  woman  died  of 
yellow  fever." 
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SUBSEQUENT  CASBfl. 

After  the  case  of  Emma  Smith  no  other  cases  were 
officially  reported  or  recogoized  in  Fensacola  during  the 
year  1883. 

There  is  good  reaaoc,  however,  to  believe  that  there  really 
did  occur  some  forty  or  fifty  cases,  with  ten  or  twelve  deaths. 
I  had  occasion  to  visit  Peusacola  early  in  October,  reaching 
the  place  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  and  leaving  there  on 
the  8tfa.  During  this  visit  I  saw  and  conversed  with  all  the 
physicians  at  that  time  eng^ed  in  practice  in  the  city.  I 
foand  that  there  was  practically  ananimity  of  opinion 
amougst  them  as  to  the  existence  amongst  their  patients  of 
genuine  specific  yellow  fever ;  and  this  information  I  tele* 
graphed  to  Mobile  and  Montgomery  for  the  guidance  of 
AlabMma  boards  of  health.  Montgomery  was  already  en- 
forcing quarantine  restrictions  against  Pensacola,  and 
Mobile,  having  suspended  her  quarantine  for  a  season,  put 
it  in  force  again.  The  result  of  all  these  things  was  to  draw 
down  upon  my  offending  head  such  a  storm  of  denunciation 
and  abuse  as  was  probably  never  visited  on  an;  other  health 
official  in  this  or  any  other  country.  To  this  I  made  no 
reply  at  the  time,  feeling  only  too  certain  that  the  history 
of  the  nest  few  weeks  would  furnish  my  more  than  sufficient 
vindication — a  mournful  and  most  tr^o  vindication  in 
which  every  successive  step  was  marked  by  the  dead  bodies 
of  the  victims  of  the  pestilence  whose  presence  I  had  an- 
nounced ;  and  now  that  the  storm  of  the  pestilence  has 
passed  away,  and  that  the  storm  of  denunciation  and  abase 
liaH  been  forgotten  by  the  great  pnblic,  any  circumstanoial 
account  of  what  then  occurred  wonld  be  of  no  great  value. 

I  give,  therefore,  only  a  brief  sketch  of  my  experiences 
during  that  dreary  summer,  partly  to  show  how  little  reason 
there  often  is  in  public  clamor ;  and  partly  to  show  to  what 
sort  of  tribulations  health  officials  may  sometimes  be  sab- 
jected. 

THE  TRIBTTLATIONS  OF  A  HEALTH   OFFIOEB. 

Simply  as  specimens  of  the  sort  of  abuse  that  was  show- 
ered upon  my  unfortunate  head,  I  reprint  here  the  foUow- 
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ing  extracts  from  the  Peiisacola  Commerckd,  which,  whatever 
may  be  said  as  to  its  standing  as  a  newspaper,  was,  during 
that  eventful  summer  of  1883,  the  leader  and  expoueut  of 
public  opinion,  public  passion,  and  public  prejudice  in  Pen- 
sacola.  These  extracts,  and  many  others  of  similar  char- 
acter, were  copied  at  the  time  in  many  of  the  newspapers  of 
Alabama  and  Louisiana,  and  doubtless  of  other  States,  so 
that  the  general  public  must  have  reached  the  coQclnsion 
that  the  health  officer  of  Alabama  was  a  monster  of 
mendacity ; 

"To  such  men  as  Dr.  Cochran,  and  some  of  our  own  doc- 
tors, the  people  are  iudebted  for  the  loss  of  thousands  of 
dollars  of  money,  and  an  arrest  of  the  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  this  section  that  it  may  take  years  to  overcome. 
Public  slander  has  done  its  work,  and  the  authors  will  yet 
receive  the  due  reward  of  their  nefarious  conduct 

"  We  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  if  every  place  that  Iieib 
any  regard  for  its  name  for  health  would  quarantine  Dr. 
Cochran  and  uot  allow  him  to  enter  its  limits  during  the 
season  in  which  he  could  work  up  a  panic. 

"If  Dr.  Cochran  is  guilty  of  thus  misrepresenting  them, 
they — {that  is  to  say,  the  physicians  of  Feusacola) — should 
at  once  take  measures  to  set  themselves  right ;  and  the 
citizens  should  notify  Dr.  Cochran  that  he  will  hereafter 
find  Pensacola  a  very  unhealthy  city  for  him  to  visit,  and 
that  the  further  he  keeps  away  from  it,  the  greater  will  be 
his  bodily  comfort  and  his  chances  for  a  lung  life,  and  a 
peaceful  and  quiet  final  departure. 

"  The  board  of  health  ofllcially  denounces  the  statement 
to  be  false  ;  we  know  that  it  is ;  but  we  also  want  to  know 
who  is  responsible  for  it.  The  people  of  Pensacola  de- 
mand, and  they  have  a  right  to  demand,  of  Dr.  Cochran  the 
name  of  every  one  of  his  'informers,'  and  if  he  fails  or 
refuses  to  give  the  names,  then  there  can  be  but  one  cou- 
clusion,  and  even  Dr.  Cochran  must  know  what  that  will  be. 
******* 

"  Now,  as  every  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  facts  in  the 
case  knows  that  Dr.  Cochran's  statements  to  the  Mobile 
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Board  of  Health  are  utterly  uotroe  as  regards  the  exiateDoe 
of  yellow  fever  here,  the  question  naturally  arisee,  whether 
Dr.  Cochran  manufactured  his  Btatementa  out  of  whole 
cloth,  or  whether  some  of  the  physicians  in  signing  the 
above  certificate  (see  infra  certificate  of  October  10th)  stul- 
tified themselves  and  have  been  playing  a  double  game.  It 
is  a  question  of  veracity  between  Dr.  Cochran  and  the  phy- 
sicians of  Pensacola,  and  as  the  matter  now  stands  Dr. 
Cochran  must  bring  forward  his  authority,  giving  the  names 
of  his  iaformatits,  or  stand  convicted  of  uttering  a  wilful  and 
deliberate  falsehood,  for  he  was  here  in  person  long  enough 
to  have  foand  out  the  whole  truth  if  he  had  applied  to  the 
proper  authorities.  The  quibble  ^nggested  by  the  Register 
of '  the  difference  between  in  now  and  have  Ixxn  won't  do.'  " 

"  The  Brewton  Jiauncr  says  '  the  people  of  the  town  are 
disposed  to  treat  Dr.  Cochran's  report  as  a  hoax.' 

"  Dr.  Jerome  Cochran,  the  pensioned  alarmist  of  Alabama, 
denotinoed  as  a  falsifier  of  facts.  The  Pensacola  Board  of 
Health  call  upon  him  to  make  good  his  statements." 

As  a  fitting  climax  to  these  denunciations  I  add  here  the 
very  fierce  preamble  and  resolutious  fulminated^no  other 
word  does  justice  to  the  occasion — fulminated  against  me, 
under  date  of  the  eleventh  of  October,  by  that  astonishiug 
body  of  men,  the  Pensacola  Board  of  Health  : 

"Whereas,  President  Guttmau  has  received  a  communi- 
cation from  Dr.  Ketchnm,  President  of  the  Board  of  Health 
of  Mobile,  in  which  he  states  that  he  has  received  informa- 
tion from  Dr.  Cochran,  Health  Officer  of  Alabama,  to  the 
effect  fhat  there  have  existed  in  this  city,  within  the  past 
two  weeks,  twelve  cases  of  yellow  feVer,  of  which  eight  cases 
have  been  fatal,  and  four  of  them  with  black  vomit ;  and 
that  Dr.  Cochran  claims  to  have  received  his  information 
from  eight  practicing  physicians  of  Pensacola ; 

"  Be  it  resolved.  By  the  board  of  health  of  Pensacola,  that 
this  board  denounce  said  statement  of  Dr.  Cochran  as  false, 
and  that  the  board  cannot  understand  said  statement  of 
Dr.  Cochran  after  he  declared  to  citizens  of  Pensacola  that 
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be  saw  QO  reasonable  cause  for  quarantine  against  the  city, 
and  the  board  therefore  demand  of  Dr,  Cochran  his  aa- 
thority  for  statinf;  that  there  bad  been  twelve  cases  of 
yellow  fever,  and  eight  deaths — four  of  which  had  black 
vomit — within  the  past  ten  or  fourteen  days. 

"  Further  resolved.  That  this  board  do  most  solemnly 
protest  against  the  enforcement  of  quarantine  against  this 
city,  for  the  reason  tbat  it  is  absolutely  tree  from  all  infec- 
tions or  contf^ous  diseases." 

Bearing  the  same  date  with  this  fusilade  of  the  board  of 
health,  Iflud  also  the  following  certificate  signed  by  all  of  the 
eight  physicians  of  Fensacola: 

"We,  the  undersigned,  physicians  of  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
do  hereby  certify  that  on  this  date  there  are  no  cases  of 
yellow  fever  under  our  treatment,  or  to  our  knowledge  i)re- 
vailing  in  this  city." 

A   FEW   WORDS   OF   COMMENTARY. 

When  I  visited  Pensacola  on  the  7th  and  8th  of  October, 
it  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  information  from  the 
Pensacola  Board  of  Health.  What  sort  of  utterances  that 
body  had  for  the  edification  of  the  public  was  sufficiently 
well  known.  They  had  shrieked  themselves  hoarse  giving 
assurance  to  the  outside  world  that  there  was  no  yellow 
fever  in  Pensacola.  But  the  air  was  full  of  rumors  of  an 
entirely  different  character — rumors  based  on  reported 
statements  of  Pensacola  doctors — and  rumors  coming  from 
citizens  of  Pensacola,  who,  in  accordance  with  the  advice 
of  their  physicians,  had  left  the  place  to  avoid  yellow  fe- 
ver—rumors also  derived  from  letters  written  from  Pensa- 
cola by  persons  remaining  thereito  friends  in  Alabama.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  these  rumors,  su  little  in  harmony 
with  the  oatgivings  of  the  health  authorities,  tbat  I  was  re- 
quested by  the  Montgomery  Board  of  Health  to  go  in  per- 
son to  Pensacola,  and  do  what  I  could  to  ascertain  the  real 
facts  of  the  case.  I  did  not,  therefore,  apply  to  the  board 
of  health,  but  to  the  physicians  of  the  city.  These  were, 
at  the  time,  eight  in  number,  and  I  saw  seven  of  them,  with 
the  result  that  five  of  them  told  me,  without  circumlocu- 
tion, that  they  had  seen  and  treated  cases  of  yellow  fever 
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cue  described  the  sjmptomB  of  cases  he  had  treated,  and 
when  I  said,  "Doctor,  that  looks  very  much  like  yellow  fe- 
ver," he  shrugt^ed  his  shoulders,  and  left  me  to  believe  that 
that  was  also  his  own  own  opinion ;  one  said  that  he  had  no 
case  himself,  but  from  what  had  been  told  him  by  the  other 
physicians,  he  was  obliged  to  l>elieve  that  there  had  been  in 
the  city  limits  several  cases  of  yellow  fever ;  and  the  one 
whom  I  failed  to  see  was  reported,  on  good  authority,  to 
have  seen  casi?s,  and  to  be  in  entire  agreement  with  his 
confreres.  This  was  the  itiformation  I  received  from  the 
physicians  of  Pensacola,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that 
it  furnishes  abundant  warrant  for  the  communication  al- 
ready quoted,  made  by  me  uuder  date  of  the  8tli  of  Octo- 
ber, to  boards  of  health  in  Alabama. 

But  this  was  not  all  the  evidence  I  had.  It  w^is  a  noto- 
rious fact,  and  a  matter  of  angry  discussion  and  denuncia- 
tion at  tiie  street  corners,  that  the  physicians  had  again  and 
again  asserted  the  pres>)nce  of  yellow  fever  in  Pensacola ; 
and  in  the  meantime,  in  almost  every  issue  of  the  Pensacola 
('nmmerciiil  there  was  served  up  for  the  delectation  of  the 
]>enple  some  foul  aspersion  of  the  doctors,  to  the  effect  that 
dishonestly  and  mendaciously  they  had  gotten  up  a  yellow 
fever  panic  to  the  great  injury  of  the  city — said  aspersions 
culminating  finally  in  the  sacrilegious  petition,  "Send  us  a 
frost,  01  Lord,  for  the  devil  and  the  doctors  have  conspired 
to  ruin  us." 

Let  us  look  into  the  facts  a  little  more  closely : 

(1)  I  did  not  report  to  the  Mobile  Board  of  Health,  and 
to  other  health  boards  in  Alabama,  that  there  had  been 
several  cases  of  yellow  fever  in  Fensacota. 

(2)  What  I  did  report  was  that  the  eight  physicians  of 
Pensacola  had  stated  to  me  that  there  had  been  several 
such  cases,  and  that  amongst  them  they  counted  up  as  many 
as  twelve  cases. 

(3)  My  alleged  informants,  therefore,  were  perfectly  well 
known,  and  the  grandiloquent  demands  of  the  Pensacola 
Board  of  Health,  and  of  the  feusacola  Comtnvrcud,  that  I 
should  give  the  names  of  my  informants,  were  mere  disiu- 
genious  bluster  and  rodomontade. 

(4)  If  I  had  been  guilty  of  any  misstatement  of  facts,  it 
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would  bave  been  easy  to  prove  it  It  was  only  necessary  to 
get  the  pbysicians  of  Feusacola  to  say  that  I  had  misrep- 
resented  them. 

(5)  The  Fensacola  Board  of  Health  saw  this  clearly 
enoagh,  and  did  endeavor  to  get  the  Pensacola  phjaiciaus 
to  sign  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  and  this  they  refused  to 
do.  They  did  sign  the  certificate  of  the  11th  of  October, 
to  the  effect  that  they  had  no  cases  on  tliat  date — an  in- 
flated bubble  of  a  certificate  which  the  Mobile  Begitler 
pricked  promptly,  by  calling  attention  to  the  wide  differ- 
ence between  "is  not"  and  "hax  not  been."  They  had  told  . 
me  the  same  thing  on  the  eighth,  and  I  had  so  reported  to 
my  Alabama  boards. 

(6)  I  quote,  in  proof,  two  letters  written  to  me  by  one  of 
the  physicians  of  Pensacola : 

Under  date  of  the  15th  of  October,  he  says:  "I  have 
seen  all  of  the  physicians,  and  they  have  nothing  to  say, 
with  the  exception  that  they  told  you  in  tlidr  opinion  there 
had  been  several  cases  of  yellow  fever  here  this  season. 
The  certificate  that  we  signed  was  simply  for  that  present 
time,  which  you  can  see  from  reading  it  It  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  other  matter,  though  several  doc- 
tors think  your  action  rather  hasty  in  reporting  the  circum- 
stances to  your  boarda    Sequel  of  which  is  quarantine," 

Under  date  of  the  19th  of  October,  he  says :  "  The  cer- 
tificate you  saw  with  our  names  attached  was  for  that  par- 
ticular   time,    with    no   reflection    on  you.     Dr. and 

Dr. told  Guttman  if  it  had  been  several  hours  sooner 

they  could  not  have  signed  it.     How  is   that?     Mr.  G. 

(which  means  Guttman)  had  one  a  few  days  ago  carrying  it 
around  to  the  physicians,  denying  your  statement,  and  also 
denying  that  we  had  had  any  cases  of  yellow  fever,  or  any 
auspicious  cases  in  the  city  nince  tlie  death  of  Emma  Bmith. 
But  to  his  diBComfiture,  not  a  single  man  put  his  name  to 
it     He  was  the  cheapest  looking  tellow  you  ever  saw." 

(7)  So  much  for  the  Pensacola  Board  of  Health.  Now, 
let  the  Pensacola  Commercial  answer  its  own  diatribes ;  "The 
next  thing  we  shall  bear  is  that  he"  (the  "he"  here  alludes 
to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  health)  "will  be  compelled  to 
follow  us  one  step  farther,  and  call   upon  tlie  doctors  to 
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make  good  thei/  Btatements   made   repeatedly  to  private 
parties  (If  not  to  Dr.  Cochran),  within  the  last  two  months,   ' 
that  there  was  yellow  fever  in  Peuaacola,  and  advising  them 
to  remove  their  families." 

THE   PHYBICIANB  OF  PEN8AC0LA. 

As  to  the  physicians  of  Fensacola  and  the  part  played  by 
them  in  this  matl  drama,  consideration  b^ing  bad  for  the 
unprecedented  experience  through  which  they  were  forced 
to  pass,  they  must  be  judged  with  the  utmost  charity. 

They  were  abused,  and  villified,  and  denounced  by  the 
press  and  the  people,  after  the  most  outrageous  and  iiston- 
ishing  fashion.  Thoir  medical  knowledge  was  flailed  in 
question.  Their  motives  were  most  foully  aspersed.  Prop- 
ositions were  freely  bandied  from  mouth  to  mouth  to  hang 
them  in  effigy,  or  to  drum  them  out  of  town. 

The  moat  prominent  targets  for  this  measureless  expecto- 
ration of  billingsgate  were  the  two  medical  members  of  the 
board  of  health.  The  people,  mad  with  passion,  would  see 
to  it  that  the  board  of  health  should  be  so  reconstructed  as 
to  have  OQ  it  no  doctors  at  all,  so  that  the  wisdom  of  its 
counsels  should  not  be  marred  by  professional  incompe- 
tency and  mendacity.  Mr.  Mallory  was  to  be  defeated  for 
the  Htate  Senate  at  the  next  election,  because  on  some  issue 
he  bad  sided  with  the  doctors  against  their  assailants.  Mo- 
body  who  was  not  on  the  spot  at  the  time  can  form  any  ad- 
equate conception  of  the  slate  of  affairs.  It  was  iu  very 
truth  a  reign  of  terror. 

Medical  men  are  human  creatures,  with  human  faults  and 
weaknesses,  and  it  must  not  be  wondered  at  that  the  doc- 
tors of  Pensacola  shrunk  from  braving  the  full  fury  of  this 
popular  storm.  Nevertheless,  in  my  judgment,  their  course 
of  action,  under  the  circumstances,  was  not  what  it  ought 
to  have  been.  They  should  have  done  their  simple  duty 
without  fear  or  favor,  by  giving  to  the  public  not  only  the 
truth,  but  the  whole  truth ;  and  when  the  worst  came  to 
the  worst,  should  have  published  a  full,  definite  and  col- 
lective statement  of  the  real  facts,  with  the  names,  dates, 
and  places  of  all  the  cases  of  yellow  fever  that  bad  come  to 
their  knowledge.     Such  couduct   would   have  commanded 
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the  respect,  and  even  tbe  admiuAtion  of  tLe  great  pnblic 
outside  nf  Pensacola,  and  would  have  shut  in  most  effectual 
fashion  the  mouths  of  the  mob  at  home. 


ADDENDUM   TO   THE    REPOIIT   ON    YELI-OW   FEVEIt  IN  PESSACOLA  IN 
ltS83. 

It  in  greatlv  to  he  re<;retted  that  the  real  facts  in  regard 
to  the  number,  location,  namen  and  date  of  the  cases  of 
yellow  fever  that  occurred  in  Pensacola  last  summer  will 
never  be  known.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  come,  from  time 
tt>  time,  in  possession  of  several  items  of  information  iu  re- 
gard to  some  of  tlie.se  cases,  which  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
worth  while  to  put  on  record,  for  the  reasoo  that  they  go 
far  to  show  that  there  were  probably  quite  a  Dumber  of 
cases  in  1BU3  in  the  said  city  of  Pensacola;  and  this  not- 
withstanding the  Pensacola  Board  of  Health  and  the  Pen- 
sacola Commerci'ii.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  furnish  the 
names  of  my  correspondents,  or  the  names  of  the  physi- 
cians who  ha«1  charge  of  the  cases,  and  will  produce  tbe 
documentary  evidence  I  liave  on  file  only  in  case  it  should 
become  necessary  to  do  so  in  my  own  defense.  In  the  mean- 
time, it  is  proper  for  me  to  add  that  the  accounts  given  of 
most  of  the  cases  which  follow  are  literal  quotations  from 
letters  in  my  possession.  I  give  first  the  notes  of  two 
cases  occurring  in  July,  which  were  not  sufficiently  well 
marked  to  warrant  a  positive  diagnosis,  but  which  pre- 
sented so  nearly  the  appearance  of  yellow  fever  as  to 
provoke  the  suspicions  of  the  attending  physician,  who, 
because  they  were  not  well  defined  cases,  did  not  report 
them.  All  the  other  cases  here  referred  to  except  these 
two  are  regarded  as  cases  of  yellow  fever,  beyond  all 
reasonable  question. 

(1)  On  the  7th  day  of  July,  I  was  called  to  see  a  young 
man  with  a  fever  of  103.2,  and  was  told  it  had  been  about 
the  same  for  the  two  preceding  days.  He  could  retain 
nothing  on  his  stomach,  and  had  not  the  previous  day. 
Had  been  given  quinine  the  two  first  days,  but  none  on  the 
day  I  first  saw  him,  which  was  the  third  of  his  illness.  The 
next  morning,  the  fourth  day,  just  seventy-two  hours  from 
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the  beginning  of  the  attack,  tlie  fever  left  and  never  re- 
turned. He  began  at  thia  time  to  turn  very  yellow,  and  had 
what  was  most  probably  retention  of  urine,  as  he  voided  it  ■ 
qnite  freely  at  night.  On  a  test,  no  albumen  was  found; 
BO  I  concluded  that  what  I  first  supposed  to  be  a  sporailic 
case,  was  not  so.  He  was  oat  on  the  ninth  day.  ( Qvi-ry. — It 
wonld  be  interesting  to  know  if  the  urine  was  tested  only 
on  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day.  If  the  teat  had  been 
made  on  the  third  day,  it  would  have  been  more  decisive.) 

(2)  On  the  20th  of  August,  I  had  another  case,  a  young 
woman,  in  which  the  fever  ran  from  102.5  up  to  103.5  on  the 
third  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  it  dropped  to 
99.5,  and  gradually  went  off.  This  case  had  no  albumen  in 
the  urine,  and  did  not  turn  yellow. 

(4-5)  The  two  cases  at  Band's  on  the  20th  of  August; 
removed  to  qnarantine  on  the  22d,  where  one  died  and  one 
recovered. 

(4)  I  find  the  marines  at  the  navy  yard  were  reported 
August  16tb,  the  seamen  at  Band's  August  22 ;  and  the  first 
case  I  saw  after  these,  that  had  the  regular  mo  of  fever, 
with  albumen  in  the  urine,  on  the  3d,  4th  and  5th,  a  few 
days  before  the  fever  was  aunonoced  there.  (Did  this  pa- 
tient die  or  recover?  I  can  not  tell.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  he  died.) 

(6)  The  case  of  Emma  Smith,  who  died  on  the  27th  of 
September.  She  was  made  the  subject  of  a  pi^xf  mortem  ex- 
amination ;  and  Dr. says  it  was  the  most  typical  case 

he  ever  saw. 

(7)  Mrs.  Caldwell,  near  the  post-office,  on  Palafox  street 
Becovored. 

(8)  Mrs,  Esmond,  on  the  hill.     Died  October  4th. 

(9)  Mr.  Vincent,  sick  at  Mr.  Dooley's.     Becovered. 
(10-11)    Two  oases  at  Lorson's  Sailors'  boarding  house. 

Both  died. 

(12-13)  Two  cases  at  O'Brien's  boarding  house  on  Pala- 
fox wharf,  below  Band's.     Both  recovered. 

(14-15)  Two  cases  on  the  British  bark  Eliza  Everett, 
lying  near  the  end  of  Falafos  wharf.  One  died  in  port,  and 
six  en  route  to  Havana.  The  infection  was  andonbtedly 
contracted  in  Pensacola. 
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(16-17)  About  the  end  of  October  there  were  two  cases,  • 
both  fatal,  &t  the  European  Hotel,  I  have  two  separate  ac- 
counts of  these  cases,  or  at  least  of  cases  at  this  bouse 
about  this  time.  One  correspondent  gives  the  names,  etc., 
as  follows ;  Mr.  Price,  a  fisherman,  and  Mr.  August  Eber- 
hardt,  who  came  from  Chicago  about  three  weeks  before  he 
got  sick,  and  who  died  on  the  31st  of  October.  The  other 
account  gives  no  name,  and  speaks  of  only  one  case.  I  do 
not  know  whethor  it  was  one  of  the  cases  just  mentioned, 
so  I  give  it  a  separate  number. 

(18)  The   case   at   the   European    Hotel    was  seen    by 

Dr. on  the  morniug  of  October  28th.    The  patient,  an 

Italian,  had  been  sick  three  days  with  fever,  which  pre- 
sented all  the  characteristics  of  yell9w  fever.  On  the  2S)th 
there  was  total  suppression  of  urine,  and  black  vomit,  fol- 
lowed by  death.     Dr.  ,  and  other  physicians  who  saw 

this  case,  considered  it  to  be  a  perfectly  typical  case. 

(19)  On  the  2i)th,  Dr.  — -—  was  called  to  see  a  mac  at 
the  St.  John's  Hotel.  This  patient,  a  Kentuckian,  I  be- 
lieve, had  been  in  the  city  only  three  days,  when  lie  was 
taken  sick.     He  died  on  the  fourth  day  of  his  illness,  with 

suppression  of  urine  and  black  vomit.     This  case  Dr. 

considers  typical,  as  does  Dr. ,  who  saw  it  in  couaulta- 

tiou.  From  another  correspondent  I  learn  that  the  name 
of  this  case  was  Terry,  and  that  he  was  from  Louisville. 

(20)  Another  case  in  Dr.  - — — 's  practice  wan  that  of  Mr. 
M.,  who  was  taken  sick  on  Friday,  November  9th,  and  died 
on  the  following  Tuesday,  with  suppression  of  urine.  He 
did  not  have  black  vomit. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  the  principal  lodgment  of  the  in- 
fection was  on  Palafox  wharf.  It  was  there  at  Jasper  liaud's 
that  the  cases  occurred  of  the  two  sailors  who  were  taken 
to  the  quarantine  station.  It  was  there,  in  the  house  of 
Lena  Dillon,  that  poor  Emma  Smith  contracted  the  attack 
of  which  she  died.  It  was  near  this  wharf  that  the  Eliza 
Everett  was  moored  when  the  infection  boarded  her;  car- 
ried, doubtless,  from  some  such  house  as  Lena  Dillon's.  It 
*wa3  at  this  wharf,  also,  tliat  marines  from  the  navy  yard 
were  accustomed  to  laud,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  it 
was  from  thi.i  wharf  that  they  carried  with  them  the  fatal 
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seeds  of  tbe  pestilence  tbat  inflicted  sncli  dreadful  conse- 
qnenceH  ou  the  ))eople  of  the  reservatioi). 


Yellow  Fever  ErroEMic  at  Miu,view,  Flokida,  1883. 


Deak  Doctou — Your  letter  of  the  5th  iiist.,  remiuding  uie 
of  the  promise  to  report  to  you  the  facta  of  our  late  epi- 
demic, came  to  hand  yeaterday.  I  can  only  say,  in  apology 
for  my  remissDess,  that  owing  to  my  very  protracted  conva- 
lescence, I  was  ahle  to  undertake  the  task  only  after  an  in- 
terval of  six  weeks  had  elapsed  from  the  time  I  wrote  you, 
and  then,  after  I  waK  sufficiently  strong,  the  subject  came 
very  near  lieiug  forgotten. 

To  arrive  at  all  the  facts  iu  regard  to  the  disease,  and  to 
make  a  full  and  dear  report  would  l)e  almost  impossible, 
but  I  think  I  will  lie  able  to  demonstrate  satisfactorily  the 
origin  and  extent  of  the  fever  as  it  existed  here,  though  I 
can  say  very  little  pertaining  to  the  epidemic  in  the  "Myrtle 
Grove"  settlement,  as  I  saw  none  of  the  sick  in  tbat  locality, 
and  heard  very  various  and  conflicting  rumors  in  regard  to 
it.  As  you  are  undoubtedly  familiar  with  the  geography  of 
this  part  of  the  country,  its  position  aud  relation  to  Peusa- 
cola,  etc.,  I  will  not  enter  into  a  general  description  of  our 
town,  situated,  as  you  know,  on  tbe  eastern  shore  of  Perdido 
Bay,  and  about  eight  miles  west  of  Pensacola  Bay,  with 
which  it  is  connected  by  railroad.  Despite  tbe  proximity  to 
Pensacola,  the  ease  of  communication  and  many  locally  un- 
favorable circumstances  militating  gainst  us  at  the  time, 
we  successfully  combatted  the  introtluction  of  the  fever 
during  the  epidemic  of  1882,  by  means  of  a  well  regulated 
sanitary  cordon,  and  to  active  enforcement  of  other  strin- 
gent quarantine  measures.  However,  we  were  not  so  fortu- 
nate the  past  season,  and  the  foe  entered  from  a  loss  on  our 
part  of  that  "eternal  vigilance"  which  is  as  much  the  price 
of  health  as  it  is  said  to  be  of  liberty.  We  were  sufficiently 
alert  when  tbe  alarm  was  sounded  from  Band's  boarding 
house  on  the  23d  of  August,  and  soon  placed  ourselves 
beyond  the  possibility  of   danger  from  yellow  fever,  but  an 
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over-weening  confideQce  in  the  correctness  of  Sar^eon  Mur- 
ray'H  autopsy,  and  tbe  declaration  of  the  board  of  health, 
who  rescinded  their  former  action,  publishing  the  exiatence 
of  yellow  fever  in  their  city.  They  now  sought  to  atone  for 
injuries  inflicted  on  the  commerce  of  Fenaacota,  and  to  allay 
the  just  fears  and  suspicions  of  their  neighbors  by  declaring 
the  uoQ-existenoe  of  any  fever  in  the  city,  and  stating  that 
the  general  health  of  the  community  was  never  better,  con- 
sequently, the  alarm  and  excitement  caused  previously  was 
extremely  rash  and  uncalled  for.  That  they  succeeded  in 
quieting  the  general  uneasiness  no  one  can  deny,  withont 
doing  violence  to  the  memory  of  some  departed  friend,  who 
fell  a  victim  to  the  trust  imposed  in  these  guardians  of  the 
public  liealth.  To  proceed,  however,  with  the  main  facts, 
after  a  few  days  perfect  confidence  was  restored  ;  our  quar- 
antine restrictions  removed,  and  communication  with  Pen- 
sacola  was  again  free  and  uninterrupted.  In  fact,  we  felt 
that  our  safety  was  now  insured,  as  the  strong  arm  of  the 
Government  had  been  interposed  between  us  and  the  only 
supposed  point  of  danger — the  naval  reservation — and,  in- 
deed, had  there  been  no  other  8i>urce  of  infection  many 
valuable  lives  and  much  suffering  would  have  been  spared 
this  community.  As  you  requested  some  clinical  observa- 
tion, I  will  quote  a  few  cases  from  my  note  booli  of  last 
year,  and  would  especially  call  your  attention  to  the  first 
case,  as  "thereby  hangs  the  tale  :" 

"September  8th,  1883.— Was  called  at  7  a.  m.  to  see  Mr.  F.; 
carpenter ;  northern  man  by  birth ;  age,  about  forty-five 
years.  Had  lived  south  most  of  the  time  for  the  past  ten 
years.  I  found  him  pacing  the  floor  in  the  most  excitable 
and  I^;itatetl  manner.  His  whole  frame  was  violently  con- 
vulsed, and  he  had  lost  all  self-control  entirely.  He  stated 
that  he  had  a  chill  the  evening  before — that  it  had  not  left 
him — and  that  the  night  had  been  passed  in  the  most  in- 
tense agony  from  pains  in  the  back,  upper  and  lower 
extremities,  eyes,  and  back  of  the  head — it  was  most  violent 
in  the  lumbar  and  occipital  regions.  The  face  was  flushed 
and  anxions,  eyes  red  and  watery,  tongue  thickly  coated 
with  a  light  brown  fur ;  skin  dry  and  hot ;  urine  very  clear, 
and  voided  in  small  qiiantity;  temperature  103.5 ;  pulse  99 


BKPOBTS  or  THE  8TATE  HEALTH  OFPICEK.  115 

&ud  full.  After  bathiDf;;  the  lower  extremities  in  a  hot  mus- 
tunl  bath,  the  application  of  a  ainapisni  to  the  lumbar  por- 
tion of  the  spine,  and  the  administration  of  a  cathartic,  the 
patient  expressed  pjreat  relief,  and  under  a  full  dose  of  the 
Boda  bromide  Hoon  quieted  into  sleep.  On  my  return  dur- 
iDg  the  evening  the  bowels  had  not  acted,  and  the  cathartic 
was  repeated.  Quinia  was  left  to  be  taken  early  the  next 
morning,  also  the  soda  bromide,  to  be  contiuued  through 
the  night,  in  full  doses. 

■"September  9th,  9  o'clock  a.  m. — No  improvement  mani- 
fested, save  that  the  patient  was  more  quiet,  and  the  pain 
confined  entirely  to  the  'small  of  the  back.'  Temperature 
103;  pulse 95;  ton^^ue  unchanged;  skin  dry  and  parched; 
bowels  acting  freely  ;  urine  lessening  in  quantity,  and  highly 
colored. 

"At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  same  day  the  temperature  was  102; 
pulse  93  ;  urine  scanty ;  bowels  open,  and  the  skin  moist  and 
pleasant.  Oave  in  addition  to  other  treatment  turpentine, 
milk  pnncli,  and  Vteef  tea. 

September  10th,  9  a.  m. — No  chauj^e  observed  for  the  bet- 
ter, though  the  patient  expreusinl  himself  as  feeling  very 
well.  Temperature  102;  i)ulse  80;  respiration  labored, 
skin  dry  and  parched,  and  urine  suppressed— about  two 
drama  of  blood  were  drawn  off  with  the  catheter — there  was 
no  urine  at  all.  In  spite  of  the  most  careful  attention  and 
active  therapentic  measures  the  fatal  con^restion  passed  into 
ura^mic  convulsions,  of  which  the  patieut  died  at  7  p.  m. 
Bemarks:  In  this  case  there  was  no  epigastric  tenderness, 
and  no  nausea  or  vomiting  until  the  morning  of  the  last  day 
of  the  illness,  The  urine  was  ni)t  tested.  At  this  time  I 
was  treating  many  cases  of  malarial  remittent  fever,  which 
yielded  readily  to  the  free  administration  of  quinia,  but  in 
this  instance  it  had  little  or  no  effect.  I  will  quote  a  sus- 
picious case,  however,  in  which  it  acted  most  happily. 

September  20th,  4  p.  m. — Was  called  to  see  Mrs.  G.,  who 
lived  with  her  husband  in  an  apartment  adjoining  that  of 
the  patient's,  whose  case  I  first  described.  I  found  her  suf- 
fering intensely  ti-ora  lumbar  and  occipital  pains,  great  rest- 
lessness, occasional  vomiting  of  green  bile,  and  a  burning 
sensation  about  the  eyes.     Her  temperature  was  103,  pulse 
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105,  skin  moist ;  tongue  rather  clean  ;  bowels  inactive,  and 
the  urine  free  and  light  colored.  I  ordered  a  ainapism  to 
the  Hpine  and  epigaatrium,  full  doses  of  soda  bromide,  a 
cathartic,  and  left  three  five  grain  doses  of  quioia,  to  be 
given  three  hours  apart,  commencing  at  three  o'clock  the 
following  morning.  On  my  next  visit  at  9  a.  m.,  of  the  2l8t, 
she  was  much  improved  in  every  respect;  her  temperature 
had  declinad  to  100,  and  under  the  dose  of  qiiinia  given 
while  I  was  there  it  went  to  normal,  and  did  not  rise  again. 

Her  husband,  Mr.  3.,  asked  me  to  [prescribe  for  him  on 
my  visit  to  his  wife  during  the  evening  of  the  21st.  He 
stated  that  he  had  felt  unwell  for  several  days,  and  Had  been 
obliged  to  stop  work,  as  he  was  having  a  light  fever  which 
had  destroyed  his  appetite,  and  kept  his  Ijowels  obstinately 
constipated.  He  did  not  think  his  sickness  was  of  a  serious 
nature,  and  said  he  could  "wear  it  off"  if  his  bowels  were 
opened.  I  gave  a  purgative,  and  told  liim  I  would  call  to 
see  him  in  the  morning.  On  the  following  day,  the  22d,  at 
10  a.  m.,  his  temperature  was  100,  pulse  95  ;  skin  dry  and 
bilrning,  bowels  acting  freely;  urine  plentiful;  tongue 
thickly  coated,  and  red  on  edges;  countenance  calm  and 
subdued, 

September  22d,  7  p.  m. — Patient  getting  restless  and  ex- 
citable; temperature  10'2.5;  pulse  97;  skin  unchanged;  face 
anxious ;  eyes  red  and  watery.  Gave  muriate  of  pilocarpine 
subcutaneously,  and  the  patient  slept  quietly  for  some  time, 
while  the  skin  became  moist  and  pleasant.  Left  soda  bro- 
mide to  be  taken  during  the  night,  and  quinia  early  the  fol- 
lowing morning. 

September  28d,  9  a.  m. — Quinia  had  been  vomited,  so  no 
effect;  some  nausea  and  great  distress  in  the  epigastrium; 
temperature  100.5 ;  puke  90 ;  bowels  acting  freely;  urine  of 
normal  quantity  and  color ;  tongue  becoming  red  and  harsh ; 
skin  dry  and  parched. 

23d,  5  p.  m. — Temperature  103  ;  pulse  93  ;  skin  burning 
hot ;  pain  and  distress  in  stomach  relieved.  Uave  muriate 
pilocarpine  hypodermically,  but  with  little  effect  Great 
restlessness  manifested,  and  alarm  shown  in  the  countenance, 
so  kept  up  the  soda  bromide  in  large  doses. 

September  24th,  9  a.  m. — Nasal  hemorrhage  occarred  dnr- 
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ing  the  night;  some  nausea;  nrine  decreasing  in  qaantity 
aad  highly  colored  ;  Bkin  moist,  and  sallow ;  tougQe  dry, 
sharp,  and  red  ;  temperature  100 ;  pulse  86.  Free  atimnla- 
tion  with  tntpeutine  and  other  agents.  Tempetatnre  rose 
in  the  evening  to  102 ;  pulse  89. 

September  25tb,  9  a.  m.— Marked  expression  of  exhanstion 
observed.  Temperature  100;  pulse  80;  patient  oonsoions, 
clear  in  ideas,  bad  passed  no  nrioe  in  twelve  hoars.  Stim- 
ulated actively,  but  with  little  effect,  as  vomiting  of  scarlet 
colored  blood  came  on  and  fatal  areemic  convnlsions  closed 
the  scene  at  5  p.  m. 

W.  M. — Unacclimated  Irishman,  age  23  years ;  had  been 
in  this  conntry  about  seven  months,  and  was  suffering  from 
malarial  cachexia  at  the  time  of  attack.  Was  called  to  see 
him  on  the  morning  of  October  lOtb,  1883.  Found  him  with 
a  temperature  of  101.5 ;  pulse  97 ;  skin  dry ;  face  flnshed ; 
eyes  red  and  watery ;  tongue  heavily  coated  ;  bowels  consti- 
pated ;  urine  free,  highly  colored,  and  voided  with  pain. 
During  the  day  the  temperature  rose  to  103 ;  pulse  100 ; 
epigastric  tenderness  came  on ;  nausea ;  vomiting ;  pains  in 
the  back,  limbs  and  back  of  the  bead.  The  oounteoanoe 
portrayed  feelings  of  the  greatest  distress  and  alarm.  The 
vomited  matters  were  bilious  at  first,  but  afterwards  dear 
and  watery. 

October  7th. — No  abatement  in  the  symptoms,  save  that 
the  patientwas  comparatively  free  of  pain.  The  bowels  bad 
responded  to  the  purgative  given  at  first  visit ;  urine  lessen- 
ing in  qaantity ;  tongue  looked  worse  than  it  did  yesterday ; 
nasal  hemorrhage  occurred  late  in  the  day. 

October  8th. — Patient  becoming  dull  and  apathetic,  though 
he  occasionally  starts  up  in  an  active  delirium.  HemorrliE^e 
from  nostrils  very  profuse.  No  pain  any  where ;  bowels 
open;  urine  increasing  in  quantity  under  full  dose  of  tor- 
peutiue.    Temperature  104 ;  pnlse  97. 

October  9th,  9  a.  m. — Temperature  101 ;  pulse  89 ;  at  3 
p.  m.,  temperature  103;  pulse  92.  Epistaxis  came  on  at 
intervals,  though  easily  checked.  Slight  trace  of  albnmen 
appeared  in  the  urine  at  the  close  of  the  day. 

October  10th. — Patient  appears  much  better.    Had  three 
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black,  heavy  and  tarry-looking  sctiona  from  the  bowels ; 
oriae  free,  but  loaded  with  albumen ;  tongue  beginning  to 
clear  up ;  saliva  turned  a  deep  yellow  color ;  naeal  hem- 
orrhage ceased  entirely,  and  did  not  return  ^ain.  Temper- 
ature at  10  a.  m.  and  4  p.  m.  100.  Giving  milk  diet  excln- 
Bively,  as  the  patient  refuses  other  liquid  food ;  giving  also 
milk  punch,  turpentine,  etc. 

October  11th,  10  a.  m.— Temperature  100  ;  pulae  79 ;  at  4 
p.  m.,  temperature  99;  pulse  75;  skin  moist;  urine  very 
free  and  highly  albuminous ;  treatment  continued. 

October  12th. — Temperature  98.5 ;  pulse  73  and  weak ; 
had  another  offensive,  tarry-looking  action  from  the  bowels ; 
skin  and  tongne  resumed  their  natural  moist  condition. 

October  13th.— Temperature  97.5;  pulse  70;  perspiration 
and  urine  very  profuse;  fecal  matter  very  bad  in  color  and 
smell.     Gave  ammonia  carbonate,  brandy  and  turpentine. 

.  October  14th. — Temperature  and  pulse  normal ;  fecal  mat- 
ter changing  in  color ;  skin  pleasant ;  urine  clearing  up,  and 
all  the  oi^ans  again  resuming  their  normal  functions.  The 
patient  recovered  rapidly,  but  I  did  not  see  him  for  two 
months,  as  I  was  then  attacked  suddenly  and  with  great 
violence  by  the  fever,  and  came  near  being  numbered  among 
its  victims. 

Supposing  the  above  extracts  from  my  clinical  notes  are 
sufficient  for  your  purpose,  I  will  sum  up  a  few  facts  coming 
under  the  observation  of  Dr.  Herron,  to  whose  kindness  and 
skill  I  am  largely  indebted  for  my  recovery,  and  to  whom 
many  others  are  similarly  indebted.  I  will  also  say  that  of 
several  cases  treated  by  me  daring  my  convalescence,  I  ob- 
served little  or  no  difference  in  gene^l  manifestations  of  the 
disease  from  those  in  some  cases  related  to  me  by  Dr.  Her- 
ron. First,  there  was  a  febrile  duration  of  72  hours,  subject 
of  course  to  slight  variation  in  a  few  instances.  In  almost 
every  case  albumen  appeared  in  the  urine  promptly  on  the 
third  day  of  the  attack ;  epigastric  tenderness,  nausea  and 
vomiting  became  marked  symptoms.  In  but  a  single  in- 
stance did  the  pulse  rate  exceed  110  ;  nor  did  the  tempera- 
ture rise  higher  than  104,  save  in  one  case  (my  own,  treated 
by  Dr.  Herron),  and  it  rarely  went  above  103,5.  Hemorrhage 
from  the  gums  or  nostrils  was  common  among  the  male  pa- 
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tients,  and  iu  do  case,  I  believe,  did  it  fail  to  appear  from 
the  vagius  in  females.  The  mode  of  termination  in  76  per 
ceotom  of  the  fatal  cases  was  from  ureemio  poisoning — a  few 
bad  black  vomit.  Instances  are  recorded  where  persons 
were  sick  with  plainly  marked  malarial  fever  in  the  same 
hoaae  with  others  suffering  from  yellow  fever,  and  yet  es- 
caped an  attack,  thoagh  they  had  never  had  the  disease. 
Other  cases  are  not  wanting  where  nnacclimated  northern 
people  escaped  entirely,  though  they  were  constantly  exposed 
to  the  infection.  Negroes  seemed  but  little  more  exempt 
from  the  fever  than  whites,  and  several  fatal  oases  occurred 
among  them. 

I  am  afraid  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  the  exact  number 
of  cases  attacked,  as  there  is  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
many  negroes  had  the  disease  and  recovered  without  treat- 
ment I  think,  however,  that  oat  of  a  population  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  in  the  summer  and  fall,  it  would  be 
safe  to  say  that  fully  seventy  cases  occurred,  and  of  this 
number  twelve  cases,  or  about  16  per  centum,  were  fatal.  As 
to  the  origin  of  the  fever,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that 
it  was  brought  from  Pensacola,  where  it  had  hibernated  after 
the  epidemic  there  in  18^2.  It  is  certainly  a  fact  that  there 
was  nothing  like  an  epidemic  in  Pensacola  daring  the  past 
season,  but  that  there  were  a  good  many  well  marked  cases 
is  undoubtedly  true,  as  they  came  under  the  observation  of 
every  physician  practicing  in  the  town. 

Mr.  F.,  whose  case  I  described  first,  and  to  which  I  called 
your  particular  attention,  had  spent  the  night  about  ten  days 
before  be  sickened  in  tbe  immediale  rioinity  of  Band's  in> 
cinerated  boarding-house,  and  three  days  before  be  was 
taken  down  he  again  visited  bis  inamorata,  and  remained 
there  36  hours.  If  it  were  possible  to  controvert  these  facts, 
it  would  still  be  a  singular  coincidence,  that  of  twelve  or  fif- 
teen persons  who  were  with  him  during  and  after  his  illness, 
only  one  or  two  escaped  the  fever.  Of  equal  import  is  the 
unfortunate  circamst»nce  connected  with  the  British  vessel 
"Eliza  Everett,"  which  sailed  from  Pensacola  in  October  or 
November  last  She  was  compelled  to  "put  into"  Btavana 
in  great  distress,  as  almost  the  entire  crew  had  perished  on 
tbe  voyage  of  yellow  fever,  contracted  while  in  the  port  of 
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FensaooU.  Her  majesty's  oodsuI  At  Havana,  in  a  letter  to 
tbe  Tioe'Oonsnl  at  Penaacola,  commented  in  strong  terms 
OD  what  he  supposed  was  an  error  in  the  diagnosis  of  tbeee 
cases,  and  wondered  bow  any  on^  ooald  be  mistaken  as  to 
the  natnre  of  the  illness;  "for,"  said  he,  "every  one  in  Ha- 
TUia  ooold  recognize  it." 

Ab  to  the  "Myrtle  Grove"  settlement,  I  can  only  say  that 
the  fever  was  reported  as  being  very  fatal  there.  From  tbe 
best  anthorities  I  learn  that  there  were  eighteen  (18)  cases, 
with  a  mortality  of  13,  or  about  70  per  centum.  This  lai^e 
nnmber  of  fatal  oases  was  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
inhabitants  were  too  poor  to  provide  themselves  with  proper 
food  and  bedding,  so  necessary  in  treating  yellow  fever. 


Seetoh  of  Yellow  Feveb  at  WnmNo  m  1870  and  1873. 


While  I  was  at  Penaacola  Junction  I  was  much  interested 
in  what  I  heard  of  two  epidemics  of  yellow  fever  that  had 
occurred  there,  one  in  1870,  and  <jne  in  1873 ;  and  I  re- 
quested Dr.  James  A.  Wilkinson  to  collect  all  the  facts  he 
could  with  regard  to  them.  This  he  has  done  ;  and  his  ac- 
count here  folloTs  : 

To  Jerome  Cochran,  M.  D.,  State  Health  Officpr : 

By  your  suf^estion  I  herewith  send  a  brief  history  of  the 
epidemics  of  yellow  fever,  which  occurred  at  this  pla(Se 
daring  the  years  1870  and  1873.  I  term  the  epidemics 
yellow  fever,  because  they  are  emphatically  declared  to 
have  been  such  by  the  oitizens;  and  from  the  statements 
gathered  their  opinions  seem  well  founded.  Until  1  located 
here,  two  years  ago,  the  villagers  relied  on  medical  treat- 
ment from  neighboring  towns ;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  learu, 
but  two  or  three  persons  had  a  physician  in  attendance. 
Ail  are  given  by  non-professional  men.  In  this  paper  I 
tmst  it  is  not  foreign  to  the  subject  to  refer  to  the  growing 
onstom  of  appealing  to  the  charity  of  the  entire  country  at 
every  outbreak  of  yellow  fever,  and  contrast  it  with  the 
self-help  which  this  little  community  exercised  during  both 
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visitations.  The  vill^e,  And  sarronnding  coantrj  affected, 
nambered  less  than  160  people,  of  which  nearly  iortj  (40) 
were  seriously  ill  of  the  epidemic  of  1873  ;  yet  no  appeal 
waa  made  for  help,  in  any  form,  that  was  not  paid  for  by 
the  sufferers,  and  they  mostly  laborers. 

Whiting  is  located  on  the  M.  &,  M.  R.  K.,  at  the  jnnotion 
with  the  P.  &  S.  R  R  It  is  44  miles  north  of  Pensacola, 
60  miles  east  of  Mobile.  The  level  ground  on  which  the 
village  is  built,  is  about  86  feet  above  the  level  of  the  gnlf. 
Surface  soil  is  sandy,  with  a  stratum  of  clay,  from  two  to 
six  feet  beneath.  Water  obtained  here  is  soft  and  palata- 
ble ;  and  none  of  that  which  1  have  seen  gives  any  evidence 
of  organic  matter  in  it,  except  surface  water.  The  land  on 
which  the  residents  are  principally  located,  is  nearly  level ; 
at  the  time  of  the  epidemics  there  were  several  ponds  of 
foul  water,  covering,  perhaps,  one-tenth  of  the  cleared 
gronud. 

Remittent  and  intermittent  fevers  are  not  very  prevalent 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  Colitis,  generally  yielding 
readily  to  treatment,  is  the  only  disease  which  has  been 
very  common  during  my  experience  in  the  neighborhood. 

These  cases  aie  substantially  reported,  as  they  were  re- 
lated, by  the  persons  from  whom  I  gained  the  facts.  The 
time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  epidemics  has  rendered 
the  history  quite  imperfect,  but  all  the  relators  agree  upon 
the  main  points  so  far  as  their  statements  go.  1  have  not 
thought  it  of  any  value  to  send  you  all  of  the  accounts 
which  were  obtained,  nor  the  names  even  of  all  the  sick. 

THE  EProEMIC  OF  1870. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Ivey's  (formerly  Mrs,  Wiser)  statement : 
The  Srst  case  that  occurred  in  1870  was  my  husband's, 
Thos.  Z.  Wiser,  who  was  a  temperate  man  ;  thirty-four 
years  old ;  native  of  Tennessee.  We  had  lived  in  New 
Orleans  during  two  epidemics  of  yellow  fever,  and  were 
familiar  with  the  disease.  Did  not  have  yellow  fever  be- 
fore. He  was  in  Mobile  on  the  lOtb  August,  1870,  where  he 
remained  one  day.  Sickened  21at  of  August ;  died  on  the 
24th ;  had  black  vomit.  As  soon  as  he  died  the  body  be- 
come mottled,  purple  and  pate  yellow.    Several  of  the 
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neighbors  viBited  bim  during  his  illness.  He  was  Tisited 
onoe  by  a  physioian,  but  did  not  learn  the  doctor's  opinion 
of  the  disease. 

Second  Case. — Mr.  Roach;  occnpation,  hotel  keeper;  age, 
about  sixty  ;  native  of  the  South.  He  was  in  Mobile  An- 
gast  22d  and  23d  ;  was  confined  to  hia  bed  September  2d, 
and  died  on  the  6th  or  7th. 

All  of  Mr.  Roach's  family  were  abont  him  during  his  sick- 
ness, but  none  of  them  were  sick  subsequently. 

Third  Case. — Was  a  black  woman  servant  in  Roach's 
house.  She  was  sick  but  four  or  five  days,  and  died  with 
blaok  Tomit 

Fourth  Case. — Edwin  Renfrow,  who  visited  both  Wiser 
and  Roach  while  they  were  sick.  Renfrow  was  not  sick 
until  sometime  in  October,  I  think.  Did  not  live  long  after 
he  was  attacked,  and  turned  quite  yellow  before  his  death. 

There  was  a  gentleman  named  Welch,  living  in  Pollard, 
who  visited  Mr.  Roach  and  attended  his  funeral.  He  sick- 
ened and  died  of  the  same  disease  that  Mr.  Wiser  and  Mr. 
Roach  died  with.  Welch  had  been  nowhere  else  to  contract 
the  disease. 

Hiram  Renfrow's  statement : 

Wiaer's  was  the  first  case  that  occurred  here.  My  father, 
Edwin  Renfrow,  was  a  native  of  the  South ;  sixty-five  years 
old ;  never  had  yellow  fever  before.  He  visited  Wiser 
during  his  (Wiser's)  sickness,  and  helped  "  lay  him  out." 

Boach  visited  Wiser  during  the  latter's  sickness  and,  I 
think,  contracted  the  disease  from  him.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  Roach  was  in  Mobile,  but  know  that  his  sickness 
and  death  soon  followed  Wiser's.  Welch,  of  Pollard,  visited 
Roach  during  his  illness,  and  was  soon  confined  to  his  bed ; 
his  sickness  terminated  fatally  within  ten  days  of  his  visit 
to  Roach's  sick  room.  Welch's  disease  was  reported  to  be 
the  same  as  the  fatal  cases  at  this  place.  My  father's  death 
did  not  occur  until  November  20tb.  Was  sick  four  days; 
had  blaok  vomit 

THE  EPIDEMIC  OF  1873. 

Hiram  Renfrow's  statement : 

In  July,  McKay,  a  bridge  builder  who  had  been  working 
on  the  wharves  at  Fensacola,  was  ill  near  Bogia  (11  miles 
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soath  of  Whiting).  Ab  bood  as  be  was  able  to  go  aroond, 
be  attended  a  part;  at  James  Brown's  section  bouse.  Mrs. 
Beasle;  and  ber  daughter  attended  the  party;  both  of 
them  became  sick  within  a  week  after  of  a  disease  pro- 
nounced yellow  fever,  and  died  in  seven  or  eight  days. 
They  were  not  seen  by  a  physician. 

Samuel  Christian,  telegraph  operator  in  the  Whiting 
office,  visited  them  during  their  illness,  at  their  residence, 
two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Whiting.  Christian  became 
sick  in  a  few  days,  and  died  four  days  after  his  attack ;  he 
hod  black  vomit  and  was  quite  yellow.  James  Hilliard 
sickened  at  Bluff  Springs  (five  miles  south  of  Whiting)  in 
July ;  his  complaint  was  similar  to  others  mentioned  ;  had 
attended  a  party  at  section  house ;  recovered. 

filrs.  Philyan  nursed  Hilliard,  her  nephew  ;  she  died  last 
Angast;  had  black  vomit  and  was  yellow.  Other  persons 
visited  Mra  Philyan  and  were  subsequently  aiok  of  a  simi- 
lar disease.  Burgess  Miles,  Jr.,  recovered.  Miss  Nancy 
Baggett  had  black  vomit ;  died  fifth  day  of  sickness. 

Henry  Steiner  lived  in  Whiting,  in  the  same  house  with 
the  operator.  Christian;  he  sickened  soon  after  Christian's 
death,  had  black  vomit,  and  died  within  a  week  of  the  at- 
tack. 

Hale's  two  children  were  the  next  taken.  They  were  fre- 
quently in  the  room  adjoining  Hale's  during  his  sickness, 
with  only  a  thin  board  partition  separating.  Both  children 
died  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  illness,  with  black  vomit. 
Mrs.  Henry  Brown's  death,  on  the  fifth  day  of  her  illuess, 
followed.  She  had  black  vomit.  After  Mrs.  Brown's  death, 
Qeorge  Kuowles,  who  had  visited  several  of  the  cases,  died 
on  the  seventh  day  of  illuess;  had  black  vomit.  He  lived 
two  miles  in  the  country.  No  other  member  of  his  family 
had  the  disease. 

Henry  Brown's  account  of  the  fever  of  1873. 

My  wife's  was  the  first  case  to  my  knowledge.  She  was 
taken  August  27th,  died  September  2d ;  did  not  have  black 
vomit  Her  disease  quickly  .rendered  her  so  feeble  she 
could  not  help  herself.  After  death,  the  body  was  of  a 
light  yellow  color.    I  do  not  think  she  was  exposed  to  any 
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sioknees  of  the  kind;  but  the  passenger  oars  from  Penaa- 
cola,  where  yellow  fever  was  preyailing,  stood  over  night  in 
front  of  m;  bouse,  perhaps  within  fifty  yards,  and  the  train 
men  daily  swept  and  dusted  the  cars  at  that  place.  Six  (6) 
more  cases,  including  myself,  occurred  in  quick  succession 
in  my  family,  none  of  which  were  fatal.  One  of  the  cases 
which  recovered  had  black  vomit  Steiner  was  the  second 
person  who  sickened  and  died.  He  was  in  the  habit  of 
sleeping  in  the  Pensaoola  passenger  coach  at  night  In 
fact,  I  attributed  the  sickness  of  several  men  to  their  asso- 
ciation with  the  train  men  from  Fensacola,  and  frequenting 
the  Pensacola  passenger  car.  John  Richardson,  who  lived 
thirteen  miles  in  the  country,  came  to  me  the  first  day  I 
arose  from  the  sick  bed,  to  get  a  check  cashed.  He  was 
quite  apprehensive,  and  remained  in  my  house  not  more 
than  fifteen  minutes,  when  he  returned  home.  He  sickened 
and  died  within  ten  days  after  his  visit  to  me.  His  disease 
was  said  to  have  been  the  same  that  prevailed  here.  Mrs. 
Beasley  and  her  daughter,  I  am  quite  positive,  contracted 
their  disease  in  my  hoose,  where  they  were  one  day  during 
my  wife's  illness. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  which  have  been  reported  to  yon 
(the  writer),  there  died  several  others  of  the  same  disease, 
among  which  I  remember  Thomas  Miller,  two  colored 
people  in  the  vill^e,  and  one  colored  man  a  short  distance 
in  the  conn  try. 

I  can  remember  a  nnmber  of  cases  that  recovered  among 
our  citizens,  footing  up  thirty-six  persons,  thirteen  of  whom 
died.  Besides  these,  there  were  several  passengers  from 
Fensacola  sick  at  the  hotel,  with  no  deaths. 

L.  E.  Howard's  account  of  the  fever  of  1873 : 
From  the  first  to  the  20th  of  September,  my  wife,  myself, 
James  Coker,  Mrs.  Sturdevant,  John  Purvis,  two  of  his 
brothers,  his  mother,  and  John  Elliott,  alt  had  mild  cases 
of  the  prevailing  fever;  also,  Henry  McOuleteen.  All  re- 
covered, and  all  were  similarly  affected.  There  were  in  the 
village  and  in  the  adjoining  country  forty  cases,  fourteen 
of  which  were  fatal. 

We  were  visited  but  two  or  three  times  by  physicians 
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who  proDOUDoed  the  disease  yellow  fever.  Oar  maiti  re- 
liance was  a  Cuban  nurse,  who  stood  by  ns  during  the 
whole  trouble. 

William  Townsend's  account  of  the  fever  of  1873: 
The  first  case  that  I  knew  of  was  Mrs.  Heury  Brown. 
She  had  visited  Ba^by's  wife,  who  was  sick  at  the  hotel 
Bagbv  was  the  conductor  of  the  passenger  train  running  to 
Pensacola,  from  which  place  he  had  brought  his  family  a 
short  time  before.  None  of  the  members  of  Bagby's  fam- 
ily were  considered  to  be  very  sick.  They  all  recovered, 
aud  they  were  visited  more  or  less  by  the  citizens.  But 
one  case  of  the  prevailing  sickness  occurred  in  my  family. 
One  of  my  children,  a  girl  of  three  years,  who  turned  qtiitd 
yellow,  was  quite  feeble  for  several  mouths  afterward. 

LiHT  OF  Sick— FitVRB  or  1873. 
Mrs.  Hoory  Brown,  white;  fntnl. 
Mm.  Elijnh  Beaale;,  white;  (nUl. 
Uisa  EmiuH  BeaHley,  white;  fntal. 
Siuunel  Chrintian,  white;  t.ital. 
Mrs.  PMIyan,  white;  fatftl. 
Jamee  Hilyard,  white;  recovered. 
Borgeas  &Iileii,  Jr.,  white;  lecovereil. 
MiHa  NnDcy  IJO((gett,  white;  fatal. 
Oeorge  KDOwlan,  white;  fatal. 
Henry  Brown,  white;  recovered. 
Miss  Thorn  Brown,  white;  recovered. 
Mrs.  Brown,  white;  recovered. 
Miaa  Jennie  Beauley,  whi'u;  rocovBre<L 
Mies  Lucy  Beasley,  white;  recovered. 
Jauiea  Brown,  Jr. ,  white;  recovered. 
TbumaB  Miller,  white;  futal. 
Hole's  two  children,  white;  futal. 
Three  (3)  colored  people  (oamea  not  known);  fatal. 
Joba  Ricbardeon,  white;  fattil. 
Isaac  Martin,  white;  futal. 

John  Purvis,  two  of  his  brothers  nnJ  mother,  white;  recoverad. 
John  Slliott,  white;  recovered. 
JaiuBB  Cokei,  white;  recovered. 
Mrs.  Stnrdevant,  white;  recovered. 
r>.  E.  Howard,  white;  recovered, 
Mrs,  Wiser,  white;  recovered. 
Hanry  UcOntcbeon,  white;  r 
Carrie  Townaend,  white;  i 
J.  D.  Van  Horn,  white;  recovered. 
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Report  on  Small  Pox  in  Alabama  in  18J 

SMALL  POX  IN  GREENE  COUNTY. 


It  is  thedaty  of  the  health  officer,  under  the  law,  to  re- 
port with  regard  to  the  lute  visitation  of  small-pox,  that  a 
true  history  may  be  furnished  tlie  State  Medical  Association 
at  the  tneetinf;  of  that  body  next  April, 

I  have  endeavored  to  state  facts,  with  all  faithfulness — 
have  "nothing  extennated  and  naught  set  down  in  malice." 
Have  made  no  statement  that  cannot  be  verified  by  the  most 
undoubted  testimony,  although  it  is  due  to  myself  to  state 
that  I  have  written  hurriedly  and  under  great  hindrances 
and  embarrassments. 

On  the  15tli  of  September  the  discovery  was  made  that 
Charles  W.  Mabry,  a  colored  citizen  of  Eutaw,  had  confluent 
variola.  On  Friday,  the  7th,  I  visited  Mabry,  when  he  had 
quite  a,  high  fever  ;  saw  him  the  second  time  on  the  9th  ;  he 
then  had  an  eruption  which  presented  the  characteristic  of 
urticaria,  extending  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  from 
head  to  foot.  Saw  him  the  third  time  on  the  11th,  when  the 
character  of  the  eruption  had  entirely  changed.  His  face 
presented  the  appearance  of  a  huge  blister,  extending  over 
the  neck.  He  said  he  hod  not  been  oat  of  town  since  the 
6th  of  June.  He  had  been  vaccinated  eighteen  months  be- 
fore. I  did  not  know  whiit  the  eruption  was,  never  having 
seen  anything  like  it  before  ;  thought  it  possible  it  might 
be  small-pox,  but  was  very  positive  in  the  opinion  that  it 
was  not.  After  my  visit  on  Tuesday  I  did  not  see  Mabry 
again  until  Friday,  the  14th. 

On  Friday,  the  14th  of  September,  I  was  informed  that 
there  was  a  colored  man  named  George  W.  Ford,  at  the 
Schoppert  place,  who  was  believed  to  have  small-pox.  I 
saw  him  at  the  place,  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
house,  at  work  on  a  fence.  Questioning  him,  he  said  be  had 
"black  measles,"  which  he  further  stated  had  been  con- 
tracted from  Ales.  Fullilove,  a  brother-in-law  of  T6m  Glover, 
who  came  here  from  Choctaw  county  and  died  at  Glover's 
house  on  the  26th  of  August ;  that  he  and  Charles  Mabry 
sat  with  Fullilove  on  Saturday,  the  day  he  died,  and  further, 
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tbat  Mabry  and  himself  had  washed  and  prepared  the  body 
for  intertnetit  He  also  said  tbat  the  eruption  on  himself 
appeared  on  Friday,  which  was  the  7th  of  September.  He 
said  he  had  been  vaccitiated  when  a  child,  and  on  examin- 
ing his  arm,  I  found  an  old  vaccine  scar,  with  two  points, 
hardly  visible. 

Hia  mention  of  Mabry  alarmed  me  f^eatly;  so  much  so 
that  I  went  to  Mabry's  and  loolted  at  him  again.  There 
was  very  little  similarity  in  the  appearance  of  the  two 
eruptions;  yet  to  my  eyes.  Ford's  presented  more  of  the 
characteristics  of  small-pox  than  Mabry's.  Immediately, 
however,  I  looked  up  Dr.  Morgan  and  requested  him  to 
visit  Mabry  with  Dr.  Barclay.  The  latter  I  did  not  find  un- 
til late  in  the  afternoon,  and  he  promptly  acceded  to  my 
request  As  it  was  late,  I  suggested  that  we  should  post- 
pone the  visit  until  next  morning.  On  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber these  gentlemen  went  with  me  to  Mabry's  house,  and  at 
first  glance  were  convinced,  and  informed  me  that  it  was 
undoubtedly  small-pox.     Dr.  Morgan  said  confluent. 

The  fact  that  small-pox  existed  in  town  was  at  once  com- 
municated to  W.  O.  Oliver,  probate  judge,  S,  W.  Dunlap, 
Esq.,  mayor.  Dr.  Jerome  Cochran,  State  health  officer,  the 
board  of  health  and  the  assistant  health  officers  of  the 
county.  Judge  Oliver  secured  a  place  for  a  pest-house  and 
quarantine  station,  within  two  miles  of  town,  sufficiently  iso- 
lated for  the  purpose  required.  In  the  meantime  another 
case  of  small-pox  was  discovered  at  Glover's  house,  in  the 
person  of  a  neice  of  his  wife,  Laura  Hunter,  aged  eight 
years.  She  had  kept  the  flies  off  of  FuUilove  during  his 
illness.  The  eruption  had  appeared  on  Laura  about  the 
4th  of  Septem  ber,  and  she  had  confluent  variola. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Judge  Oliver  for  the  prompt  re- 
moval of  the  sick,  their  families  and  others  connected  with 
them,  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  contagion.  Tom  Glover, 
his  wife,  Betty,  and  their  two  children  {Hubbard  and  Tom- 
my), Betty  and  Lanra  Hunter,  Sam  Garter,  George  Ford  and 
bis  wife,  Priscilla  Ford,  with  Charles  Freeman,  the  nurse, 
were  sent  to  the  pest  house. 

Stephen  Beese,  his  daughters  (Leila  Mabry  and  Hattie 
Beese),  Mabry's  two  children   (Daisy  and   Cooney),  with 
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Leila's  fji  Andmother,  Maria  Benshaw  Means,  were  taken  to 
the  quarantine  station — making  seventeen  persona  in  all, 
eleven  to  the  pest-house,  and  six  to  the  quarantine  station. 
Of  these  Charles  Mabry  died  of  confluent  variola  on  the 
18th  of  September ;  George  Ford,  varioloid,  convalescent 
when  he  was  sent  down,  recovered.  Laura  Hunter,  coiiBn- 
ent  variola,  recovered.  On  the  21atof  Sepb^mber,  Sam  Car- 
ter WE8  taken  sick.  The  characteristic  eruption  appeared 
on  the  24th.  Carter  had  a  mild  varioloid  attack  and  speed- 
ily recovered.  The  same  day  Betty  Hunter,  ten  years  of 
age,  was  taken  sick  had,  also,  a  mild  case  of  varioloid  and 
recovered.  The  same  day,  the  21  at  of  September,  Priscilla 
Ford,  Hubbard  Glover,  aged  five  years,  and  Tommy  Glover, 
two  years  old,  were  sick — had  variola,  and  all  recovered. 
Cooney,  Cliarles  Mabry'a  youngest  child,  two  years  of  age, 
was  taken  sick  the  24th  of  Septemlier,  had  variola,  and  re- 
covered. At  the  quarantine,  Daisy  Mabry,  aged  five  years, 
taken  October  1st,  had  variola,  confluent  on  the  neck,  and 
died  October  13th.  All  the  cases  at  the  pest-house  and 
quarantine  station  recovered,  except  two,  viz  :  Charles  Ma- 
bry and  hia  daughter,  Daisy.  There  were  seven  cases  of 
variola  and  three  of  varioloid. 
The  following  cases  occurred  in  the  town  of  Eutaw  : 
On  the  ^d,  F.  P.  Jarvis,  white  male,  had  a  chill ;  eruption  ' 
appeared  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  September — ^had  vario- 
loid and  recovered.  Alma  Carlander,  white  female,  twelve 
year^of  age,  died  of  hemorrhagic  variola  ou  the  28th  of 
September.  Wilson  Hunter,  brother  of  Betty  Glover,  had 
a  chill  on  the  23d  of  September ;  eruption  appeared  Wed- 
nesday, the  26th  of  September,  and  he  died  on  the  30th  of 
variola.  The  30th  of  October,  Hugo  Carlander,  white  male, 
and  his  infant  son,  twelve  months  old,  were  attacked — had 
varioloid  and  recovered.  The  families  of  these  persons 
were  isolated,  vaccinated,  and  their  premises  disinfected. 
The  dead  were  decently  buried,  without  delay,  immediately 
after  death. 

About  one  thousand  points  and  quills  were  used  in  vac- 
cinating the  citizens.  I  believe  the  qnills  received  from  Dr. 
Balph  Walsh,  of  the  National  Vaccine  Establish  meiit,  Wash- 
ington City,  were  the  moat  reliable  and  certain  of  all  the  bo- 
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vine  virus  used.  Successful  vaccinatiou  in  absolute  protec- 
tion. It  will  be  the  wisest  pconomy  to  vaccinate  every  beat, 
nntil  absolute  protection  is  assured.  The  assistant  health 
officers  shonid  be  charged  with,  and  paid  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  this  duty. 

The  history  of  the  invasion  is  as  follows : 

A  colored  woman,  "  who  brought  death  and  all  our  woe," 
named  Eliza  Uurke,  came  from  BirmiDgbam,  by  the  way  of 
Montgomery,  Selma,  Macon  Station,  to  York,  the  night  of 
the  fire,  the  6th  of  August,  as  1  am  informed  by  Dr.  J.  N. 
McNeely  of  TompkinsviUe,  Choctaw  county,  the  home  of 
Fnllilove,  who  was  ferryman  there.  Eliza  Burke,  Fullilove 
and  his  wife  occupied  the  same  room  at  York.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th  Eliza  Burke  came  on  the  cars  to  Eutaw.  She 
was  assisted  from  the  train  by  Wilson  Hunter,  and  went  to 
the  house  of  Balaam  Neptune.  Being  alarmed  at  lier  ap- 
pearance, he  refused  to  receive  her.  However,  Balaam  re- 
ported the  facts  to  me  about  12  o'clock  that  day — that  a 
woman  with  a  snspicious  eruption  had  l)een  at  his  house  and 
bad  gone  towards  Burton's  Hill.  I  immediately  informed 
Drs.  Carson  and  Watson,  with  the  direction  to  look  out  for 
her. 

I  afterwards  learned  from  Dr.  Watioo  that  she  spent  the 
night  of  the  7th  at  the  McAlpine  place.  I  vaccinated  Ba- 
laam, wife  and  four  cliildren  successfully. 

The  woman  Burke  returned  to  Eutaw  on  the  moruing  of 
the  8th  of  August  and  took  a  freight  train  for  Birmingham. 
She  was  arrested  that  night,  or  early  the  nest  morning,  and 
safely  lodged  in  the  pest-honse  there.  Dr.  Rosser  informs 
me  that  she  remained  iu  bin  charge  until  the  2lBt  of  Sep- 
tember and  undoubtedly  had  small-po:c,  having  communi- 
cated the  disease  to  three  persons. 

Alexander  Fnllilove  came  to  Eutaw,  to  Glover's  house,  on 
Satnrtlay,  the  18th  of  August ;  had  a  chill  on  the  I9tli,  thir- 
teen days  after  he  came  in  contact  with  Eliza  Burke  at  York, 
on  the  6th,  and  was  sick  several  days — had  hemorrhage,  and 
died,  I  presume,  of  hemorrahagic  nmall-pox  on  the  20th  of 
August.  Laura  Hunter  had  the  eruption  on  the  4tli  of  Sep- 
tember. Sea  Bell  Mabry  died  on  the  6th  of  September, 
§nddenly,  iu  convulsions,  I  suppose  now,  of  suppressed  va- 
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riola.  G.  W.  Ford  had  Tarioloid  on  the  7th  of  September. 
Charles  Mabry  died,  as  before  stated,  of  coDfluent  small-pox, 
on  the  Ifitli  of  September.  On  the  2l8t  of  September  Sam 
Carter  and  Betty  Hunter  had  varioloid.  The  same  day  Pris- 
cilla  Ford,  Hubbard  Glover  and  Tommy  Glover  were  at- 
tacked and  had  variola.  On  the  24th  of  September  Coonej 
Mabry  had  variola  and  recovered.  On  the  23d  Mr.  Frank 
P.  Jarvis,  Alma  Carlander  and  WUson  Hunter  vi-ere  attacked. 
Mr.  Jarvis  had  varioloid  and  recovered.  Miss  Alma  Carlan- 
der, hemorrhagic  variola,  and  died  the  morning  of  the  28th. 
Wilson  Hunter  died  30th  September  x>f  variola.  Daisy  Ma- 
bry was  t-aken  sick  1st  of  October,  and  died  at  Quarantine 
Station  October  13th.  H.  Curlander  and  his  infant  son  took 
sick  on  the  4th  of  October,  had  mild  varioloid  and  recov- 
ered. There  were  seventeen  cases  in  all — four  among  the 
whites,  with  one  death;  thirteen  blacks,  with  five  deaths. 

Dr.  Jerome  Cochran,  our  excellent  State  Health  Officer, 
promptly  responded  to  my  telegram ;  first  by  a  letter  full  of 
wisdom,  advising  us  of  three  things  to  be  done — "isolation, 
vaccination,  and  disinfection."  All  of  these  instrumentali- 
ties had  been  piit  in  active  operation  by  the  board  of  health 
before  we  were  gladdened  by  his  presence  On  the  29th  of 
September.  Dr.  Cochran's  coming  not  only  encouraged  us 
greatly,  but  was  of  great  benefit  iu  calming  the  public  mind. 
He  was  called  away,  by  pressing  official  duties,  to  another 
part  of  the  State,  and  left  on  the  first  of  October,  with  the 
promise  of  a  spee<ly  return  should  it  be  necessary. 

Our  colored  fellow-citizens  who  were  removed  from  their 
homes,  submitted  to  the  evils  of  the  situation  with  the  most 
commendable  patience.  Indeed,  their  conduct  was  truly 
worthy  of  great  i>raiHe.  They  submitted  to  the  loss  of  prop- 
erty, bnrned  by  order  of  the  health  officer  for  the  protection 
of  the  public,  without  a  murmur.  Surely  this  loss  should 
not  be  borne  by  them.  No  benefit  accrued  to  them  ;  it  was 
for  the  public  good  alone.  It  is  a  burning  shame  to  a  Chris- 
tian community  to  permit  it. 

The  commissioners  promptly  responded  to  the  summons 
of  Jndge  Oliver,  and  met  on  the  17th  of  September,  after 
they  received  notice  of  the  existence  of  the  pestilence.  They 
ratified  the  action  of  Judge  Oliver  in  procuring  a  suitable 
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place  for  the  iaolation  of  tbe  sick  and  the  families  of  those 
who  had  been  espoeed  to  the  disease.  They  then  appro- 
priated $aOO,  and  then  $200,  and  afterwards  $150— in  all 
1650 — which  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  health  officer, 
and  which  they  believed,  economically  used,  would  be  amply 
Bufficeint  to  stamp  out  tbe  scourge  before  the  advent  of  cold 
weather.  I  felt  greatly  embarrassed  lest  the  means  should 
be  inadequate  to  meet  the  magnitude  of  the  peril  which 
stared  us  in  the  face.  They  assured  me,  however,  in  the 
event  the  necessity  should  present,  that  they  would  supply 
the  want 

The  appropriations  were  entirely  exhausted  by  the  10th 
of  October.  We  were  still  exposed  to  the  scourge.  But 
supplies  of  food  and  medicine  for  the  sick  and  convalscent 
were  secured  by  the  assurance  that  all  necessary  expenses 
incurred  would  certainly  be  defrayed  by  the  commissioners. 
By  these  means  no  effort  was  relaxed  until  we  were  happily 
delivered,  and  the  people  from  the  peat-house  restored  to 
their  homes  on  the  29th  of  October,  after  a  deteutiou  of 
forty -four  days. 

I  would  not  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  question  either  the 
justice  or  the  wis<liim  of  our  excellent  commissioners,  yet 
candor  and  frankness  reijuire  me  to  say  that  there  are  some 
claims  still  unpaid  which  I  humbly  trust  will  yet  be  allowed. 
For  their  generosity,  kindness  aud  confidence  extended  to  me, 
personally,  throughout  my  complicated  troubles,  I  beg  to 
return  publicly  to  the  Honorable  Court  of  Commissioners 
my  grateful,  heartfelt  thanks. 

The  board  of  health,  consisting  of  Drs.  R.  T.  Byrd,  J,  D. 
Morgan,  N,  0.  Pyles,  aud  H.  J.  Sandei-s,  responded  promptly 
to  my  call ;  helped  me  with  all  their  might,  and  were  in  truth 
a  "tower  of  strength,"  overwhelmed  as  I  was  with  the  sense 
of  my  insufficiency  to  meet  such  a  fearful  responsibility. 
They  inaugurated  a  system  which,  by  the  blessing  of  the 
Lord,  accomplished  a  most  brilliant  success. 

It  would  be  the  basest  ingratitude  could  I  forbear  to  men- 
tion the  invaluable  services  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Mnrgan,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  board  of  health,  and  the  assistant  health  officer 
of  the  beat  He  supported  me  nobly — lifted  the  burden, 
which  was  too  heavy  for  me ;  exposed  himself  fearlessly ; 
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relaxed  no  effort ;  left  iiothiiig  UDdone  that  he  could  do,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end. 

The  graud  old  county  of  Greene  can  not  afford  to  be  un- 
true to  the  traditions  of  her  fathers — to  lose  her  prestige — 
to  practice  a  mean  economy  at  the  expense  ol  justice — to 
permit  such  services  as  these  gentlemdu  have  rendered  to 
the  people  to  go  unacknowledged  aud  unrewarded. 

Specitil  thanks  are  due  to  Maj.  Wheeler,  of  the  Alexina 
House,  for  supplies  sent  from  bis  table  every  day  to  the  peo- 
ple at  the  pest-house  and  quarantine  station.  This  kindness 
was  highly  appreciated,  and  added  greatly  to  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  the  poor  people  who  were  isolated  so  en- 
tirely from  their  homes  and  their  friends  for  such  a  length 
of  time. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  remember  that  it  ia  to  the  Gtod  of 
Heaven,  "with  whom  are  the  issues  of  life  aud  death,"  who 
hatb  wrought  for  us  a  great  and  mighty  deliverance.  It  is 
of  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  that  we  are  alive  upon  the  earth 
this  day,  to  give  thanks  due  to  His  Great  and  Holy  name. 

Small-Pox  in  Mobile. 


A  family  by  the  name  of  James,  colored,  arrived  here  on 
the  9th  of  April  and  occupied  a  part  of  a  double  tenement 
on  the  north-east  corner  of  Jackson  and  Foe  streets.  Two 
weeks  afterwards  one  of  the  children  developed  an  eruption 
which  was  regarded  to  be  chicken-pox  by  the  neighbors. 
On  the  8th  of  May  others  of  the  family  were  reported  sick, 
and  upon  investigation,  father,  mother  and  two  of  the  smaller 
children  exhibited  characteristic  variola.  The  whole  family, 
with  bed  and  other  clothing,  were  sent  to  the  pest-house, 
and  after  thorough  fumigation  of  the  premises  the  yellow 
flag  was  hoisted  and  the  neighbors  generally  vaccinated. 
Six  days  afterwards  a  child  in  the  next  tenement  developed 
the  malady,  and  was  sent  with  her  aunt,  who  chose  to  go,  to 
the  pest-house.  The  husband,  Aaron  Wilson,  preferred  to 
remain.  The  house  was  then  put  under  guard.  On  the  9th 
of  May  it  became  necessary  to  remove  Wilson  also  to  the 
pest-house.     Then  the  premises  were  again  fumigated  and 
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all  mnterials  capable  of  retaining  fomites  were  deetroyed. 
The  flag  remaioed  to  warn  all  passers-by.  No  other  oases 
occurred  in  that  neighborhood.  The  vaccinations  made 
were  snccessful  in  a  majority  of  the  cases. 

On  June  6th  a  colored  infant  in  the  house  just  Dortb  of 
Davis  avenae,  on  Maple  street,  w&s  pronounced  by  the  at- 
tending physician.  Dr.  Smith,  to  have  small-pox.  -An  elder 
child  bad  already  passed  through  a  mild  attack.  The  child 
bad  been  going  to  the  Davia  Avenue  Pnblic  school,  which 
the  older  children  of  the  James  family  bad  been  attending 
jast  preceding  the  second  development  in  that  family.  The 
house  on  Maple  street  was  isolated  and  the  family  vacciAated 
and  quarantined.  The  infant  died,  but  no  others  contracted 
the  disease.  Nor  were  there  any  cases  to  occur  in  that  sec- 
tion or  other  portion  of  the  city  until  July  3d,  when  the 
house  of  Washington  Hendricks,  colored,  on  Hamilton,  be- 
tween Poe  and  Enox,  was  reported.  The  father  and  mother 
had  isolated  themselves  with  their  three  children,  two  of 
whom  were  found  convalescing — one  in  the  maturation  Bt^i;e 
of  the  disease.  The  yellow  flag  was  hoisted  and  the  sur- 
rounding people  vaccinated. 

After  the  recovery  of  all  of  the  sick,  the  house  and  cloth- 
ing received  proper  treatment  with  boiling  water.  No  infec- 
tion was  prop^ated  from  this  place,  more  by  the  secretive- 
ness  of  the  parents,  which  amounted  to  almost  non-inter- 
course, rather  than  by  the  measures  of  protection  employed 
at  a  period  which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  have 
been  too  late  of  application.  The  origin  of  the  Hendricks 
cases  was  also  attributed  to  contact  with  the  James  children 
at  the  school. 

Immediately  upon  the  discovery  of  the  connection  of  the 
Maple  street  cases  with  the  school  the  inmates  were  vac- 
cinated. With  the  exception  of  another  case,  which  occurred 
in  Whistler  on  the  2d  of  June,  which  was  sent  to  the  pest- 
housa,  the  above  detail  comprehends  all  that  were  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  health  officer.  A  great  many  suspi- 
cious cases  were  investigated  during  this  period,  some  of 
which  exhibited  an  extensive  distribution  all  over  the  body 
of  papules.  The  mortality  amongst  those  sent  to  the  pest- 
10 
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bouse  was  very  great,  for  of  the  tan  bot  three  recovered. 
These  were  young  girls  who,  though  exposed  to  a  virulent 
type  of  the  disease,  exhibited  only  varioloid.  The  protec- 
tion afforded  by  vaccination  was  evinced  by  each  having  a 
characteristic  mark.  Those  who  died  were  adalts  who  bad 
either  lost  their  immunity  or  bad  never  been  vaccinated,  and 
young  children  unprotected. 

Shall-Pox  in  Chambers  County. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  small-pox  in  Chambers  county 
about  the  end  of  1882  or  the  beginning  of  1883.  The  brief 
account  I  have  gives  no  dates,  but  is  itself  dated  February 
1st,  1883. 

Geoi^e  Denbam  came  from  Mobile,  where  at  the  time 
there  was  no  small-pox,  to  visit  his  mother.  Four  days  af- 
terwards the  eruption  appeared.  There  were  ten  cases  in 
all,  with  only  one  death.  The  treatment  was  conducted  by 
Dr.  W,  W.  Tyson,  who  is  my  informant,  and  consisted  cbieHy 
of  sponging  with  cold  water  twice  a  day,  and  the  internal 
administration  of  veratrum  viride. 

8mall-Pox  in  St.  Claib  Coduty. 

Small-pox  made  its  appeaj'aoce  in  St.  Clair  county,  in  the 
town  of  Qreensport  and  the  immediate  vicinity,  about  the 
10th  of  December,  1882,  and  was  suppressed  about  tiie  10th 
of  March,  1883.  Oreensport  is  a  little  hamlet  gf  some  25 
or  30  souls,  at  the  termiuation  of  uavigation  on  the  Coosa 
river,  and  12  miles  east  of  Aahville,  the  county-site. 

One  case  only  occurred  in  the  town,  the  others  were  from 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter  distant.  The 
disease  was  communicated  from  one  family  of  negroes  to 
another  by  interchange  of  visits.  There  seems  to  have  been 
but  one  white  case,  and  this  was  the  town  case,  and  occurred 
in  the  person  of  Charles  Austin.  There  were  thirty  ^ases 
among  the  negroes,  including  three  cases  of  varioloid,  with 
seventeen  deaths.  Of  these,  thirteen  were  colored  females, 
with  seven  deaths,  and  eighteen  were  colored  males,  with 
ten  deaths — a  total  per  centage  of  mortality  of  56.333. 

The  disease  was  brought  into  the  neighborhood  by  a  ne- 
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RTO  from  Chattanooga,  who  bad  been  a  curse  in  the  faoBpital 
at  that  place.     Be  recovered  and  left  the  coantry. 

The  diaeaae  was  mostly  confluent  It  was  suppressed  by 
vaccination. 

For  the  facts  here  given  I  am  indebted  chiefly  to  Mr.  N. 
y.  Mars,  who  was  the  quarantine  officer  in  charge  of  the 
outbreak. 


DigiLizedbyGoOglc 


BBPDBT  OF  THB  BTATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


INSPECTION  OF  CONVICT  CAMPS. 


Office  of  the  State  Boabd  of  Health, 

Montgomery,  July  25,  1886. 

To  His  ExceUencij,  E.  A.  O'Neal, 

Oovemor  of  Alaixivni: 

Sib — On  the  third  day  of  this  month,  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  from  you  a  request  to  inspect  the  sanitary  condition 
and  surroundings  of  the  State  convicts  employed  at  Pratt 
Mines,  in  Jefferson  county,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  if 
possible,  the  cause  of  the  lai^e  mortality  amongst  them  dur- 
ing the  current  year,  I  had  previously  received  a  similar  re- 
quest from  the  Inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary, to  visit  these 
same  mines  and  prisoners  in  company  with  one  or  more  uf 
their  number. 

Accordingly,  in  company  with  all  three  of  the  luspectnrs, 
I  proceeded  to  Pratt  Mines  and  the  prison  of  Comer  &  Mc- 
Curdy,  the  contractors  for  the  convicts  amongst  whom  the 
sickness  hivl  occurred,  on  the  11th  instant,  and  remainod 
there  during  the  12th  and  13th ;  and  I  have  now  th(4  honor 
to  report  the  results  of  my  investigation. 

sickness  and  moutauty. 

My  first  effort  was  to  attempt  to  determine  the  character 
of  the  sickness  and  the  extent  of  the  mortality. 

I  found,  according  to  the  diagnoses  of  the  attending  phy- 
sician, the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows,  namely:  Pleu- 
ro-pneumonia,  with  hydro-thorax — that  is  to  say,  with  wa- 
tery fluid  in  the  chest;  Fibroid  Phthisis,  which  it  may  be 
well  to  explain,  is  a  chonic  interstitial  puenmoaia ;  Pericar- 
ditis, with  hydro-pericardium— that  is  to  aay,  an  accumula- 
tion of  watery  fluid  in  the  sack  that  envelopes  the  heart; 
one  case  tuberculosis  of  the  lung^  and  mesentery,  in  which 
the  disease  seems  to  have  pursued  an  acute  course  ;  menin- 
gitis, one  case ;  and  one  case  in  which  the  death  was  the  re- 
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salt  of  accident  It  will  be  remarked  that  almost  all  of  thd 
diseases  here  meDtioaed  as  causes  of  death  are  inflamma- 
tory diseases  of  organs  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  or  chest ; 
and  I  feel  qnite  conviDced,  in  spite  of  the  diversity  of 
names,  that  the  very  large  majority  of  the  cases  were  of 
aabstautially  the  same  nature  and  due  to  the  same  caases. 
Pott  moitem  examinations  were  made  .in  some  of  the  later 
oases,  and  I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  avail  myself  of  the  re- 
sults of  these,  but  have  failed  to  fret  them.  A  very  brief 
clinical  sketch  in  all  I  am  able  to  give,  and  is  all  that  is  need* 
fnl  to  my  present  purpose.  The  febrile  reaction  was  rather 
high,  the  thermometer  often  running  up  to  104  degrees,  and 
the  pulse  to  130  and  140  to  ibe  minute.  Large  doses  of 
quinine  reduced  the  temperature  and  the  pulse,  and  caused 
tho  patient  to  seem  better,  so  much  so  that  the  entry  "bet- 
ter" occurs  repeatedly  in  the  record  of  cases  that  neverthe- 
less moved  steadily  on  to  a  fatal  termination.  The  ten- 
dency to  the  effusion  of  watery  fluid  was  very  decided — 
much  more  so  than  in  ordinary  pleurisies.  Indeed,  it  oon- 
stitntes  one  of  the  characteristic  features  of  the  disease,  the 
other  most  characteristic  feature  being  the  diffnaiveness  of 
the  inflammations. 

The  sickness,  and  therefore,  of  course,  the  deaths,  oc- 
curred exclusively  amongst  the  colored  convicts;  and,  so  far 
as  I  was  able  to  learn  the  facts,  amongst  colored  convicts 
whose  health  was  already  enfeebled,  and  whose  systems 
were  already  below  par  before  the  advent  of  the  malady  that 
carried  them  off.  In  some  of  the  convicts  who  died,  this 
condition  of  debility  was  so  marked  that  the  Penitentiary 
Pbjsician,  in  the  course  of  his  general  inspection,  bad  pro- 
nounced them  unfit  for  work  in  the  mines,  and  ordered  them 
back  to  the  walls — that  is  to  say,  to  Wetumpka.  Why  his 
order  was  not  obeyed  was  not  explained  to  me.  He  was 
only  exercising  the  authority  the  law  gives  him.  One  thing, 
at  least,  is  certain,  that  if  his  orders  had  been  respected  as 
they  should  have  been,  the  mortality  at  this  prison  would 
have  been  very  much  leas.  I  dwell  upon  this  point  with 
emphasis,  because  I  think  it  is  a  very  important  one. 

Why  the  whites  escaped  altogether  the  attacks  of  a  mal- 
ady that  inflicted  so  much  damage  on  the  blacks,  while 
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whites  and  blacks  were  working  side  by  side  at  the  same 
taaks,  is  a  very  carioas  and  very  interesting  problem,  and 
one  of  which  I  can  only  offer  a  probable  solntion.  The 
whites  were  doabtless  less  demoralized  than  the  blacks; 
were  able  in  many  ways  to  take  better  care  of  themselves; 
and  were  less  likely  to  be  forced  to  continne  at  work  when 
they  felt  aowell  and  nnable  to  work.  To  these  circumstan- 
tial causes  I  may  add  one  of  a  physiolof^cal  character, 
namely,  that  the  negro  has  relatively  a  smaller  lung  capac- 
ity, and  is  naturally  more  liable  than  the  white  man  to  pul- 
monary diseases. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  to  cases  I  can  not  give  at  all,  because 
no  record  of  cases,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  was  kept  until 
after  the  first  of  June,  when  the  Penitentiary  Pliysician 
took  charge  of  the  hospital  at  the  prison.  I  am  not  even 
able  to  ^ive  with  positive  certainty  the  number  of  deaths, 
although  I  haA'e  put  myself  to  much  trouble,  and  delayed 
this  report  several  days,  trying  to  find  oat  As  nearly  as  I 
can  ascertain  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  mortality  at  Comer 
&  MoCurdy's  prison,  are  as  follows,  the  time  being  taken . 
from  the  first  of  January  of  the  present  year  to  the  thir- 
teenth of  July,  the  day  upon  which  my  investigation  closed : 

Total  HTeTEkga  anmber  of  convicts 190 

TotaJ  averftRS  onmber  of  oolored  ooDTiola .IflO 

TotAl  average  anmber  of  white  couviot« 36 

Total  onuiber  of  deaths  in  eix  moDths  am)  a-halt,  all  o(  them 
oolored U 

This  gives  as  the  death  rate,  if  calculated  on  the  total 
prison  population,  of  70.7  per  thousand  for  the  sis  and 
a-halt  mouths;  which  is  equivalent  to  130.5  per  thousand 

Or,  if  we  base  the  calculation  on  the  colored  population 
of  the  prison,  for  the  reason  that  none  but  colored  convicts 
died,  we  have  then,  as  the  death  rate  for  the  six  and  a-half 
months,  87.6  per  thousand,  which  is  equivalent  to  161.5  per 
thousand  per  annum. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  normal  death  rate  in  prison  is ; 
neither  do  I  know  what  is  the  usual  rate  amongst  laborers 
in  coal  mines.  We  are  sadly  deficient  in  statistics  in  regard 
to  such  matters. 
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The  compilerB  of  the  United  States  ceDsoB  for  1880  have 
calculated  that  the  death  rate  for  the  total  poputatioD  of  the 
whole  country,  18  and  a  fraction  per  thousand  for  that  year, 
iL  rate  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  is  too  small.  I  estimate, 
upon  very  Inadequate  data,  it  must'  be  confessed,  that  the 
average  death  rate  per  thousand  per  annam  in  Alabama  is 
not  less  than  20  nor  more  than  22. 

It  is  estimated  that  durinfi;  the  last  fourteen  and  a  half 
months  the  averai^e  number  of  free  miners  employed  in 
Pratt  mines  is  about  400.  Dr.  Jones,  who  does  most  of  the 
practice  amongst  them,  tells  me  that  within  the  time  men- 
tioned there  have  been  amongst  them  about  fonrteen  deaths, 
ten  from  disease  and  four  from  accident  This  would  give 
a  death  rate  per  thousand  per  annum  from  all  canses,  of  29 ; 
and  from  diseases  alone,  of  20.60.  This  is  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  monthly  rate  amongst  the  oonviotB  at 
Comer  &  McCurdy's  prison  ;  and  less  than  one-fifth  of  the 
mortality  rate  amongst  the  black  convicts  there. 

The  mortality  amongst  the  convicts  employed  in  mining 
by  Mr.  Milner  has  been  still  more  appalling.  He  bad  for 
the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  according  to  the  statement 
furnished  to  me,  a  total  average  of  49  convicts,  of  whom  40 
weie  colored,  and  9  white.  Amongst  these  in  the  five  months 
there  were  six  deaths,  all  amongst  the  blacks  ;  which  gives  a 
black  mortality  of  ISO  per  thousand  for  the  five  months, 
which  is  equivalent  to  360*per  thousand  per  annum — that  is 
to  say,  if  the  same  death  rate  was  kept  up,  they  would  all 
die  in  less  than  three  years. 

In  striking  contrast  with  this  dreadful  mortality  of  con- 
victs in  the  coal  mines  is  the  fact,  during  the  present  year, 
amongKt  a  total  of  246  convicts  engaged  in  other  labors, 
mostly  farming,  267  of  tliem  colored  and  9  white,  there  have 
been  no  deaths  at  all. 

I  have  said,  a  little  while  ago,  that  I  was  not  able  to  state 
with  complete  certainty  the  esaci  number  of  deaths  since 
the  first  of  January,  amongst  the  convicts  employed  by  Co- 
mer &  McOurdy.  The  calculations  I  have'given  are  based 
on  the  presumption  that  the  nmnber  is  14  Bat  if  it  is  one 
or  two  more,  or  one  or  two*less,  the  ratios  will  be  afiected 
to  too  slight  an  extent  to  materially  affect  the  arguments  to 
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be  drawn  from  them.  In  the  meantime,  in  order  that  those 
who  have  the  necessary  data  may  the  more  easil}'  correct 
any  errors  into  which  I  may  have  fallen,  I  add  here  the 
namee  of  those  who,  according  to  the  last  information  I 
oonld  get,  are  to  be  numbered  amongst  the  dead  : 

Deaths  at  Comer  &  McCurdy's  from  the  Istof  January  to 
the  13th  of  July : 

January     — None. 

Feb.     10th— Alf.  Wilson. 

"      14th — Sebe  Anderson. 
March   3d — Jerry  Brasafield. 
5th— H.  T.  Carter. 
"       17th — Bansome  Stokes. 
"      25th— .Wilson  BillinRslea. 
April      Ist — Charlie  Williams. 

"       23d — Frank  Gregory. 
May     14th — Star  Diamond. 

"       15th— Ben  Daw. 
Jane    10th — Seaborn  Bogers. 

"      10th— Jack  Thomas. 
July    11th — Dick  Bichards. 
"      12th — Joe  Gamble. 
This  makes  15  in  all,  but  there  seemed  to  be  some  doubt 
as  to  one  of  the  names,  and  as  I  have  said,  I  have  based  my 
calculations  on  14. 

THE  OADSEB  OF  SICKNESS  AND  HORTALTTY. 

The  statistics  I  have  given,  imperfect  as  they  are,  are  still 
quite  sufficient  to  show  that  there  has  been  more  sickness, 
and  especially  more  deaths,  amongst  the  convicts  engaged 
in  mining  than  there  should  have  been — are,  indeed,  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  mortality  for  the  first  six  and  a-half 
months  of  the  current  year  is  four  or  five  times  greater  than  ■ 
it  should  have  been. 

In  order  to  discover,  if  I  could,  the  factors  ol  this  excess- 
ive mortality,  I  proceeded  to  study:  (1)  The  convicts  ;  (2) 
The  prison  in  which  they  ^re  confined ;  and,  (3)  The  mine 
in  which  they  are  worked. 
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THE   CONTICl'S. 

It  seemeil  to  me,  not  from  aay  thorough  physical  extLiui- 
nation  of  the  couvicts  themselves,  but  from  such  informa- 
tioD  as  I  waa  able  to  get  from  the  penitentiarv  phyaiciaii, 
who  had  made  such  examination  ;  and  from  the  Inspectors, 
who  had  |>a88ed  them  under  review  in  making  out  their 
classification,  that  the  average  physical  condition  of  the 
colored  convicts  employed  at  this  mine  is  not  good — that  an 
unusually  large  proportion  of  them  are  in  various  ways  more 
or  less  enfeebled  and  below  par.  This  being  so,  we  might 
naturally  expect  amongst  them  an  unusual  prevalence  of 
sickness  and  an  abnormal  rate  of  mortality,  even  if  their 
surroundings  were  of  average  healthfuluess.  Still  more 
would  we  expect  this  if  we  found  in  their  snrroundings  any 
unusual  prevalence  of  unsanitary^nfluences.  As  »  matter 
of  fact,  as  already  stated,  most  of  the  sickness,  and  perhups 
all  of  the  deaths,  occurred  amongst  convicts  who  were 
known  to  be  not  in  first  class  condition. 

Two  other  things  may  as  well  be  mentioned  here  as  else- 
where : 

(1>  The  convicts  do  not  all  finish  their  task  at  the  SH-me 
time.  Some  of  them,  after  the  completion  of  their  tasks,  in- 
stead of  going  at  once  oat  of  the  mines  to  wash  themselves 
aud  put  on  clean  and  dry  clothing,  throw  themselves  down 
in  the  mine  to  rest  and  cool  off.  Doubtless  strong  and 
healthy  men  can  do  this  with  impunity;  but  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  in  men  who  are  notatronc;  and  healthy  such  a  habit,  by 
favoring  refrigeration  of  the  surface  and  congestion  ot  the 
internal  organs  might  lead  to  disastrous  consequences.  I 
think  it  would  be  well,  therefore,  if  every  convict  were 
required  to  leave  the  mine  as  soon  as  his  day's  work  is 
done. 

(2)  I  think  sufficient  attention  has  not  been  paid  to  the 
ablutions  of  the  convicts.  They  are  now,  indeed,  required, 
when  they  come  out  of  the  mine,  to  wash  themselves  and 
change  their  clotbiug,  which,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  as  it  should 
be.  But  I  noticed  that  there  was  a  very  inadequate  supply 
of  towels,  so  that  the  most  of  them  after  washing  had  no 
means  of  wiping  themeelves  dry.    When  I  remarked  on  this, 
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it  wa<  atuted  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  up  a  aapply  of 
towels,  that  they  wtjre  stolen  aod  destroyed  by  the  cnavicts. 
NotwitliatADdiag  thia,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  ia  possible  to 
supply  as  mauy  towels  as  may  be  needed,  aod  they  ought 
to  be  supplied  in  such  uumbera  that  every  man  on  coming 
out  of  the  bath  shall  have  a  dry  towel  for  his  own  exclusive 
use,  and  not  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  pattinf^  hia  dry 
clothes  over  a  wet  skin. 

My  attention  was  also  called  to  the  fact,  by  the  peniten- 
tiary physician  himself,  that  the  water  in  all  the  tanks,  ex- 
cept two,  was  qnite  cool — too  cool  to  be  safely  used  by  over- 
heated and  enft-ebled  men — however,  it  might  be  borne  with 
impunity  by  those  of  stronger  frames  and  more  vigorous 
health.     Here  is  a  matter  that  demands  constant  attention. 

There  should  be  a  responsible  man  in  charge  of  the  bath 
bousp,  who  should  see  tn«it  that  the  water  is  always  of  a 
proper  temperature  and  that  towels  are  always  to  be  had  in 
abundance.  It  is  true  that  the  next  day  after  attention  was 
called  to  these  deficiencies  there  was  a  generous  supply  of 
towels,  and  the  water  in  all  the  tanks  had  been  heated ;  but 
this  was  said  to  have  been  the  first  time  in  several  weeks. 

THE  PBISON. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  J.  B.  Gaston,  at  that  time 
President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  myself,  then  as 
now.  State  Health  Officer,  at  the  request  of  the  Warden  of 
the  penitentiary,  made  an  investigation  of  this  same  prison 
on  the  12th  day  of  March  of  lost  year — that  is  to  say,  some 
fifteen  months  ago.  On  that  occasion,  aa  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  our  Report,  which  was  published  in  the  Trans- 
actions of -the  State  Medical  Association  and  State  Boaril  of 
Health  for  1882,  pp.  190-204,  we  found  : 

(1)  That  the  prison  was  imperfectly  ventilated. 

(2)  That  it  was  very  much  overcrowded. 

(3)  That  the  clothing  and  bedding  of  the  convicts  were 
extremely  filthy. 

(4)  That  the  means  for  ablution  were  inadequate. 

{5}  That  the  kitchen  was  too  small,  and  the  apparatus 
for  cooking  deficient. 
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In  regard  to  tboBe  deficiencies,  bat  little  change  seems  to 
have  been  made  ontil  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Kecently,  however,  some  improvements  have  been  made, 
and  others  have  been  E4!;reed  upon,  and  will,  I  am  aasared, 
be  pashed  rapidly  to  completion. 

IMPB0TEHENT8  ALREADY   lUDE. 

(1)  The  new  dining  room  is  now  used  for  the  purpose 
indicated  by  its  name,  and  the  old  dining  room  has  been 
converted  into  an  additional  sleeping  cell  for  colored  con- 
victs. The  prison  population  remaining  about  as  before 
this  increase  of  prison  accommodation,  affords  some  relief 
to  the  overcrowding. 

(2)  Windows,  defended  by  iron  bars,  have  been  cut  in 
two  of  the  cells  with  the  effect  of  very  greatly  improving 
the  ventilation  of  the  cells. 

(3)  There  is  a  better  supply  of  water  for  the  tanks  in  the 
bath  house,  with  a  corresponding  improvement  in  the  facili- 
ties for  ablutions. 

(4)  A  new,  comfortable  and  quite  sufficient  hospital  has 
been  built  for  the  sick,  leaving  the  old  hospital  room  to  be 
converted  to  some  other  use. 

PBOJECTBD  IHPBOTEHEMTS. 

(1)  Windows  (or  veotillatioii  are  to  be  cut  in  tUe  remain- 
ing cells. 

(2)  The  sleeping  capacity  of  the  prison  is  to  be  doubled 
by  adding  on  a  second  story  to  each  one  of  the  existing 
cells.  The  frame  of  one  of  these  second  story  cells  was 
already  up  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  and  tlie  carpenters  were 
at  work  upon  it. 

(3)  A  new  and  more  commodious  bnth  lionse  is  to  be 
built. 

(4)  The  kitchen  is  to  be  enlarged  and  facilities  for  cook- 
ing increased. 

(5)  The  stockade  is  to  be  enlarged  so  as  to  give  the  pris- 
oners more  room  for  movin<{  about  when  not  at  work  ;  while 
at  the  same  time,  by  placing  the  high  walls  of  the  stockade 
at  a  greater  distance  from  the  cells,  thej  will  not  obstmct 
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the  movements  of  the  air  to  so  great  an  extent,  and  so  better 
ventilation  will  be  favored. 

(6)  Clean  beds  have  been  already  purchased,  and  will  be 
placed  in  the  cells  as  soon  as  the  additional  accommoda- 
tions are  ready ;  that  is  to  say,  as  Boon  as  the  additional 
second  story  cells  are  completed. 

(7)  The  latrines  or  privies  are  to  be  pnt  outside  the  cells, 
and  to  be  furoished  with  baaios,  traps,  flushing  pipes,  dis- 
charge pipes,  and  plenty  of  water. 

I  think  it  tolerably  certain  that^ost  of  the  improvements 
here  mentioned  v\l\  be  completed  in  a  reasonable  time;  and 
when  this  is  done,  while  the  prison  will  not  take  rank  iM  a 
model  prison,  it  will  be  an  immense  improvement  on  any  of 
the  mining  prisons  heretofore  existing  in  Alabama;  and 
will,  I  think,  afford  tolerably  comfortable  quarters  for  the 
State  convicts;  always  provided,  that  overcrowding  is 
svoideil.  There  will  still,  however,  remain  some  faults  of 
arrangement,  and  others  may  easily  creep  into  the  daily 
routine  of  the  management 

It  is  an  accepted  principle  in  the  construotiou  and  man- 
agement of  prisons,  that  every  individual  prisoner  shall 
have  a  separate  cell  of  his  own  to  sleep  in;  it  being  held 
that  every  human  creature  is  entitled  to  some  little  privacy ; 
and  this  principle  is  recognized  in  the  legislation  of  the 
State,  section  4584  of  the  Code,  providing  that  the  prison- 
ers shall  sleep  in  separate  cells.  And  aep  irate  cells  are  pro- 
vided for  them,  I  believe,  in  the  penitentiary.  I  submit 
whether,  under  this  section  of  the  Code,  it  is  not  l^ally  in- 
cumbent on  the  lessees  of  convicts  to  provide  also  af  parate 
cells  for  the  convicts  in  their  private  prisons.  However  this 
may  be,  I  am  sure  it  would  be  possible  to  give  every  convict 
a  separate  bunk  of  his  own;  and  I  am  sure,  also,  that  it 
would  be  to  him  a  boon  above  all  price;  but  I  understand 
that  while  the  new  beds  to  be  introduced  at  this  prison  will 
not  be  arranged  on  continnons'platforms,  extending  from 
one  end  of  the  cell  to  the  other,  but  in  separate  bunks 
with  space  bEttween  them,  that  still  two  convicts  will  have 
to  sleep  together  in  each  bunk  ;  an  arrangement  not  to  be 
commended  from  the  point  of  view  of  either  physical  or 
moral  hygiene. 
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Perhaps  it  may  be  well  tu  explain  that  the  so-called  cells 
at  Ck>ketOD  are  from  47  to  7L  feet  in  length. 

One  of  the  thioga  that  straok  me  with  special  surprise 
was  the  filth  and  squalor  of  the  beds  and  bedding ;  and  my 
surprise  hiaged  on  the  fact  that  it  would  be  so  easy  to  have 
it  otherwise.  Of  course,  if  the  men  are  allowed  to  tumble 
into  bed  as  they  come  out  of  the  mines  reeking  with  sweat 
and  grimy  with  coal  dust,  the  be^s  will  very  soon  become 
offensive  to  more  than  one  ot  the  senses,  damp  and  greasy 
to  the  touch,  dingy  and  black  to  the  sight,  and  to  the  iiuse 
quite  uolike 

"The  Mireet  Bonth  that  breathea  upon  a  bank  of  Tiolets." 
But  there  is  no  excuse  for  this.  The  men  should  be  re- 
quired to  wash  aud  keep  themselves  clean  when  out  of  the 
mine,  and  put  on  dry  and  clean  clothes  before  they  eater 
the  sleeping  cells,  iudeetl,  before  they  enter  (he  dining  room 
for  sapper.  Then  the  beds  would  not  be  so  easily  nor  so 
speedily  foaled  ;  and  when  they  begin  to  show  too  much 
filth,  the  beil-spreads  and  bed-sacks  should  be  washed. 
Water  is  abundaut  at  the  prisou,  aottp  is  cheap,  there  are 
plenty  of  hands  to  do  the  washing  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  done 
jnst  as  often  as  may  be  u^icossiLry.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  a  man  may  not  be  able  to  Htaud  a  great  deal  of  filth 
without  gettingsiuk.  It  depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  man, 
and  upon  the  sort  of  filth  it  is,  but  aside  from  its  t^^ency  in 
the  production  and  transmission  of  physical  ailments,  filth 
is  demoralizing  and  degrading  and  not  to  be  tolerated  in  the 
habitations  and  beds  of  human  creatures. 

THE    VENTILATION   OF  THE    HINI^ 

I  am  noi  a  mining  expert,  and  can  not  spenk  with  dog- 
matic confidence  of  the  ventilation  of  the  Pratt  Mines.  But 
I  know  something  of  the  principles  that  underlie  the  whole 
question  of  ventilation,  and  my  very  decided  opinion  is  that 
the  methods  of  ventilation  employed  in  these  mineH  is  a 
thoroughly  good  one,  and  that,  in  all  its  larger  relations  at 
least,  it  is  well  carried  out.  I  examined  the  ventilation  of 
three  of  the  mines,  namely  :  (1)  What  is  known  as  the 
Shaft;  (2)  Slope  No.  1;    (3)    Slope  No.  2.     The  arrange- 
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ments  for  veDtilation  ia  nil  of  them  are  projected  on  exactly 
the  same  principles. 

Take  Slope  No.  2  tor  example,  the  mine  which  is  worked 
by  the  State  convicts  in  the  employ  of  Comer  &  McCurdy. 
The  air  enters  the  month  of  the  slope,  passes  down  the 
main  gangway,  is  conducted  into  the  various  entries  where 
the  work  isgoingon,  and  then,  sweeping  with  itallthe  deie- 
terious  gases  engendered  in  the  mine,  passes  back  through 
special  fonl  air  pass^^s  to  the  npcast,  which  is  near  the 
entrance,  and  so  out  into  the  great  atmospheric  ocean 
whence  it  was  originally  drawn.  With  a  proper  arrange- 
ment of  the  air  passages  only  one  thing  more  is  needed 
to  keep  up  the  ventilation  of  the  mine,  and  that  is,  that  the 
current  of  contaminated  air  leaving  the  mine  shall  be 
passed  through  the  upcast  at  a  sufficiently  rapid  rate.  And 
this  may  be  managed  in  two  ways :  (I)  By  heating  the  air 
in  the  shaft  so  that  it  ascends  by  reason  of  ite  levity ;  and 
(2)  By  attaching  a  fan  at  the  tep  of  the  upcast  so  as  to 
sweep  the  air  oat,  and  thus  create  a  vacuum  below.  In  the 
Pratt  Mines  the  method  employed  is  that  of  rarifying  the 
air  in  the  upcast  by  means  of  heat 

The  reason  why  the  downcast,  through  which  the  fresh 
air  enters  the  mine,  and  the  upcast,  through  which  the  foul 
air  passes  out  of  it,  ore  so  near  together  are  several :  (1) 
The  expeose  of  sinking  shafts  at  other  pointe  throngh  hun- 
dreds of  feet  of  superincumbent  earth  and  rock  to  serve  as 
outlets  for  the  contaminated  air  of  the  mine,  is  of  itself  an 
insuperable  objection  to  that  plan ;  (2)  "Wherever  the  up- 
cast might  be  located  the  excavations  would  soon  leave  it  a 
long  way  behind ;  and  (3)  It  really  matters  very  little  - 
whether  the  air  passages  are  long  or  short. 

The  ventilation  of  Slope  No.  2,  worked  by  convicts,  ia  of 
precisely  the  same  character  as  that  of  the  Shaft  and  of  Slope 
No.  1,  worked  by  free  miners  ;  and  I  was  assured  by  some 
of  the  free  miners,  intelligent  white  men  who  had  worked 
in  other  mines  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  that  they  bad 
never  known  minus  with  better  ventilation  than  these.  Of 
course  I  cannot  say  whether  every  entry  and  working 
chamber  is  properly  connecte<t  with  the  foul  air  passagea 
It  would  take  a  very  elaborate  examination  to  enable  any 
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one  tu  c1r>  tliab  Bnt  wherever  I  weot  in  the  minen  I  found 
the  air  Rood,  except  in  the  foul  air  passuges,  and  even  in 
thette  it  waa  not  bo  had  as  I  would  have  expected  it  to  be. 
In  one  word,  I  think  the  ventilation  of  Slope  No,  2  may 
now  be  accepted  as  good. 

Bat  it  has  not  alwayn  been  so.  The  air  in  the  upcast  in 
this  mine  was  formerly  heated  by  steam  pipes.  These  had 
grown  old  and  leaky  and  out  of  order  generally,  and  some 
three  months  before  the  time  of  my  visit,  perhaps  daring 
the  first  half  of  April,  they  were  taken  ont,  and  for  two 
months  (he  ventilation  was  left  to  the  unassisted  powers  of 
nature.  Some  two  months  later  a  furnace  was  constructed 
in  connection  with  the  upcast  to  take  the  place  of  the  steam 
pipes  that  had  been  removed.  During  this  time,  atleast, 
the  ventilation  is  admitted  to  have  been  defective;  and  I 
am  satisfied  the  steam  pipes  had  performed  their  office  so 
imperfectly  tor  several  weeks  before  their  removal  that  we 
must  extend  the  period  of  bad  ventilation  back  over  the 
month  of  March  ;  and  perhaps  farther  back  still.  At  any 
rate  there  was  a  period  of  two  or  three  months,  if  not  more,' 
during  which  the  air, in  the  mine  was  so  charged  with  non- 
combustible  gases— black  damp  and  white  damp,  doubt- 
less— that  the  miner's  lamps  burned  with  difficulty,  and 
many  of  the  miners  themselves  were  struck  (town  with  what 
they  called  "smoke  sick." 

How  much  influence  this  condition  of  affairs  may  have 
had  in  the  production  of  the  thoracic  troubles  from  which 
the  convicts  suffered  so  much,  I  cannot  tell.  On  abstract 
grounds  I  should  say  that  the  inhalation  of  such  air  might 
contribute  materially  to  the  development  of  such  diseases — 
might  of  itself,  in  enfeebled  constitations,  be  sufficient  to 
turn  the  scale  and  precipitate  an  attack  It  is  not  to  be 
forgotten,  however,  that  cases  occurred  in  the  persons  of 
convicts  who  did  not  work  in  the  mines  ;  and  that  while  the 
ventilation  was  presumably  at  its  worst  in  April  and  May, 
the  death  rate  was  greatest  in  March. 

SUMMARY  OF  ONaASTTABY-  raPLDENCES. 

From  the  foregoing  discussion,  it  will  be  seen  that 
amougst  the  unsanitary  factors  at  work  in  the  production 
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of  sickness  aud  death,  the  followiug  stand  out  most  promi- 
aeutij: 

(1)  That  an  unusuall]'  large  proportion  of  the  convicts 
are  physically  enfeebled,  and  therefore  more  or  leas  unfitted 
for  wof k  in  the  mines. 

(2)  That  the  negro  convicts  have  been  the  principal  suf- 
ferers, because  the  negro  has  a  smaller  luo;;  capacity 'than 
the  white  man  and  is  known  to  be  more  liable  to  pulmonary 
diseases;  and  also  because  they  have  been  more  despondent 
and  generally  demoralized  than  the  white  convicts,  and  less 
able  to  protect  themselves  against  adverse  influences. 

(3)  That  the  sleeping  cells  have  been  imperfectly  venti- 
lated and  overcrowded. 

{i)  'That  at  least  the  feebler  convicts  coming  out  of  the 
mine  much  exhausted  have  probably  suffered  somewhat  from 
bathing  in  colder  water  than  ought  to  be  used  for  that  pur- 
pose, aud  this  in  connection  with  the  want  of  towels  to  dry 
the  l>ody  after  the  bath. 

(5)  That  the  feebler  convicts  exhausted  by  fatigne  have 
also  probably  suffered  somewhat  from  being  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  mine  after  finishing  their  daily  tasks. 

(6)  That  the  mine  for  some  mouths  has  been  imperfectly 
ventilated,  so  that  the  miners  have  been  obliged  to  breathe 
air  surcharged  with  unwholesome  gases. 

(7)  That  convicts  have  been  kept  at  work  in  the  mine 
who  were  physically  unable  to  do  that  sort  of  work,  and 
had  been  so  pronounced  by  the  penitentiary  physician  ;  and 
this  cause  of  death  I  think  has  been  more  mischievous  than 
any  other, 

(8)  I  think  there  is  very  good  reason  to  believe  that 
another  cause  has  been  at  work  that  I  have  not  mentioned 
yet — not  a  demonstrable  cause,  but  a  very  probable  one. 
The  physician's  diagnosis  in  a  considerable  number  of  the 
cases  of  sickness  was  croupous  pneumonia.  Now,  some  of 
the  highest  medical  authoritities  contend  that  croupous 
pneumonia  is  a  specific  infectious  fever;  and  we  know  that 
pi  euro- pneumonia  amongst  cattle  is  infectious.  It  may  be 
presumed,  therefore,  that  superadded  to  the  predisposing 
and  exciting  causes  that  have  been  passed  tinder  review 
there  may  also,  have  been  some  special  epidemic  influence 
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at  work  with  'a  special  tendency  to  the  prodaotion  of  the 
palmoDary  inflammations  and  effosions  which  have  been  go- 
markedly  characteristiG  of  this  outbreak.  If  bo,  this  epi- 
demic influence  has  been  sufficiently  powerful  to  overcome 
none  but  the  weak.     The  strong  have  been  able  to  resist  it 

WHAT  CAN  BE  DONE  IN  THE  WAT  OF  PB0PHIIAII8? 

It  is  evident  that  the  unsanitary  influences  which  I  have  . 

indicated  should  be  abated  where  this  can  be  done.  Some- 
thing in  this  direction  has  been  accomplished  already,  and 
more  is  in  process  of  aocomplishmeDt  The  ventilation  of 
the  mine  has  been  improved.  The  ventilation  of  some  of 
the  sleeping  cells  has  been  improved,  and  the  ventilation  of 
all  of  them  will  be  improved  very  soon.  The  enlaigement 
of  the  prison  now  in  progress  will  go  far  towards  the  relief 
of  the  overcrowding.  My  recommendations  in  regard  to  a 
better  supervision  of  the  bath-house,  and  the  prevention  of 
lounging  in  the  mine  after  work  is  done,  will  do  doubt  re- 
ceive proper  attention. 

The  most  important  point  of  all,  and  the  one  most  diffi- 
cult of  management,  is  how  to  keep  convicts  subject  to 
temporary  or  permanent  disability  from  being  tasked  be- 
yond their  strength.  There  is  a  natural  disposition 
amongst  many  of  them  to  shirk  labor  as  much  as  they  can. 
This  fact  creates  suspicion  against  all  of  them ;  and  it  is  not 
always  easy  even  fox  a  skillful  physician  to  decide  whether 
the  complaint  of  disability  is  honestly  or  falsely  made. 
But  certainly  when  the  physician  exercising  his  best  judg- 
ment pronounces  a  man  unfit  for  work,  bis  decision  should 
be  respected. 

For  the  rest,  the  law  ought  to  be  enforced  in  all  its  pro- 
visions. Comfortable  and  commodious  prisons,  comforta- 
ble beds  to  sleep  in,  comfortable  clothing  at  all  times,  a 
sufficient  supply  of  nourishing  food,  exemption  from  labor 
'  when  physically  disqualified  for  it,  skilled  medical  treat- 
ment when  sick,  and  humane  management  at  all  times — all 
these  things  the  General  Assembly  unquestionably  intended 
to  secure  for  Alabama  convicts,  and  all  these  things  they 
oDght  to  have. 

In  a  word,  the  surroundings  and  habits  of  living  of  oca- 
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vict  miners  oaght  to  be  asaimalated  as  nearly  as  possible 
to  tbose  of  free  mioerB.  The  free  miner  works  hard,  and 
while  atvork  gets  wet  with  sweat  and  black  with  coal  dnst. 
When  be  comes  out  uf  the  mine  be  washes  his  bodv  notil  it 
is  clean,  and  puts  on  dry  and  clean  clothing,  and  at  night 
sleeps  on  a  clean  bed.  When  he  does  not  feel  able  to  work 
he  keeps  out  of  the  mine  until  be  recuperates,  and  when  he 
is  siok  be  has  proper  medical  attention  and  nursing.  Now, 
all  of  these  things,  even  the  clean  beds,  it'is  possible  to  give 
the  convict  miner — all  except  one,  which,  as  we  have  seen, 
can  be  given  only  partially,  and  that  is  exemption  from  labor 
when  be  feels  unwell. 

Bnt  even  with  all  these  things  secured  in  the  fullest  pos- 
sible measure  to  convict  miners,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
possible  to  reduce  the  rate  of  mortality  amongst  them  to 
the  comparatively  moderate  ratios  that  obtain  amongst  free 
miners.  Amongst  free  colored  miners  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  mortality  is  considerably  greater  than  amongst  free 
white  miners ;  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  it  must  be 
greater  still  amongst  convict  miners,  and  especially  colored 
convict  miners.  Mining  is  a  sort  of  work  to  which  they  are 
not  accustomed,  and  the  restraints  of  prison  life  make  them 
apathetic  and  despondent  We  must  make  up  onr  minds, 
therefore,  to  expect  a  somewhat  larger  percentage  of  deaths 
amongst  convict  miners  than  amongst  free  miners.  But  this 
percentage  ought  not  to  be  four  or  five  times  as  great,  nor 
even  twice  as  great 

The  death  rate  for  the  past  few  months  has  been  excep- 
tional, and  I  do  not  think  it  will  continue.  I  know  that  the 
Inspectors  are  endeavoring  to  do  their  whole  doty  in  the 
way  of  supervision,  and  the  contractors  seem  to  he  willing 
to  do  anything  that  is  required  of  them  uuder^  the  law. 
Abuses  have  grown  up,  but  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  they  will  be  corrected. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  man- ' 
t^^ers  of  the  mines,  and  especially  to  Mr.  McCurdy  and  to 
Mr.  Johns,  the  engineer,  for  the  courteous  treatment  I  re- 
ceived at  their  bands. 

Very  respectfully, 

Jebohe  Cochran,  M.  D., 

Stoie  Heaith  Officer. 
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BEPORT  ON  THB  SANITARY  OONDtTION  OP  THE 
PRISONS  AT  THE  MINES. 


Office  of  the  State  Boabd  of  Health, 

Montgomery,  October  30,  1884. 

To  His  Excellency,  E.  A.  O'Noal, 

Governor  of  Alabama: 
■  SiE — On  the  last  day  of  July  of  the  oorreat  year,  I  re- 
ceived from  Col,  R  H.  Dawson,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Fenitentiary  Inspectors,  an  invitation  to  visit  the  convict 
prisons  at  Pratt  Mines,  and  to  make  au  inspection  of  their 
sanitary  condition.  This  invitation  was  expressed  in  the 
following  terms : 

MoNTooHBBT,  A1.ADIIU,  Jul;  31,  1B81. 
Dr.  Jerome  Cochran : 

DBAS  8u--Abont  a  year  ngo  yoD  visited  tbe  ooDviot  prisons  at  Pmtt 
Mines,  at  the  reqaeat  of  the  boaid  ol  luspeotoni,  sod  mode  many  Taloable 
sogKeHtioDB  in  legard  to  the  Bivkneaa  aod  morlality  that  was  tbeo  ao  aJ&rm- 
ing  araoan  the  conviola.  As  Car  as  we  conld  have  it  done,  your  advice  lias 
beeu  followed  in  the  norkiag,  treatment,  and  onre  of  the  oouviots.  The 
resolta  tiave  been  eioellent,  abd  tbe  condition  of  things  has  improved  more 
IbaD  «e  dared  bo|>e. 

I  now  write  to  invite  yon  again  to  visit  Pratt  Miuee  to  aee  wbat  has  been 
done,  and  to  agaiD  aid  ns  with  your  advice  in  making  onr  arrongementa 
Htill  better.  At  snob  lime  ns  siiila  yonr  convenience,  one  or  more  at  the 
inspectoiB,  as  yon  may  desire,  will  go  with  yon  to  the  mines. 

Yunru  truly,  R.  H.  D&wsOH, 

Preaident  ot  tbe  Board. 

Accordingly,  on  the  7th  and  8th  days  of  August,  I  pro- 
ceeded  to  make  tbe  requested  inspection,  and  visited  at 
Pratt  Mines,  in  company  with  Inspectors  Dawson  and  Hen- 
ley, the  prisons  at  Slope  No.  2  and  at  the  Shaft  Subse- 
quently, namely,  on  the  10th  and  11th  days  of  August,  in 
company  with  Inspector  Henley,  I  visited  the  prisons  at 
Newcastle  and  Coalburg. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  J.  B.  Qaston,  at  that  time 
President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  myself,  then  as 
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DOW  State  Health  Officer,  made  an  iDvestigation  of  the 
miaes  and  prisons  at  Kew  Castle,  and  at  Slope  No.  2,  at 
Pratt  Mines  in  March,  1882;  of  which  investigation  the  re- 
port waa  duly  presented  to  the  GoTemor  of  the  State,  and 
sabaequentlj  printed  in  the  Transactions  of  the  State  Med- 
ical Association.  It  will  also  be  remembered  that  in  -fuly 
of  last  year,  1883,  at  the  request  of  yoor  Excellency,  I  made 
a  very  careful  inspection  of  two  of  the  Pratt  Company's 
mines,  namely,  the  Shaft  and  Slope  No.  2,  and  of  the  prison 
at  this  last  mentioned  place,  the  results  of  which  were  duly 
reported  to  you,  and  subsequently  printed  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  State  Medical  Association  for  1884. 

In  order  that  my  present  report  may  be  properly  under- 
stood, it  will  be  necessary  to  read  it  in  connection  with  the 
two  previous  reports  just  mentioned. 

'     THE  PBISONS  AT  PBATT  MINES. 

There  are  two  convict  prisons  at  Pratt  Mines,  one  at  Slope 
No.  2,  and  one  at  the  Shaft  The  prison  at  the  Slope  has  a 
popnlation  of  about  200  State  convicts  and  about  60  county 
convicts.  The  prison  at  the  Shaft  has  a  population  of 
abont  150  State  convicts  and  about  200  county  convicts. 
Or,  if  we  take  the  two  prisons  together,  we  find  that  their 
aggregate  population  is,  of  State  convicts,  abont  350,  and 
of  county  convicts  about  260,  making  altogether  something 
over  600  souls. 

THE  PBISON  AT  THE  SLOPE. 

In  my  report  of  my  investigation  of  this  prison  in  1882  it 
appears: 
(1)    That  it  was  greatly  overcrowded. 
,      (2)     That  it  was  imperfectly  ventilated. 

(3)  That  it  was  extremely  filthy. 

(4)  That  the  means  of  ablution  were  inadequate. 

(5)  That  the  kitchen  was  too  small  and  the  apparatus  for 
cooking  deficient. 

From  the  report  of  my  investigation  in  1883  it  appears 
that  sundry  improvements  had  been  made  in  this  prison,  as 
follows : 
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(1)  That  a  new  diniDg  room  had  been  constrooted,  whioh 
fnrnished  better  accommodation  than  the  old  one. 

(2)  That  the  old  dining  room  had  been  converted  into  a 
aleepinfr  cell  for  colored  oouTicts,  thaa  famiahing  some  re* 
lief  from  the  overcrowding. 

(3)  That  the  supply  of  water  in  the  bath-  honse  had 
been  increased  with  a  corresponding  improvement  in  facin- 
tiea  for  ablntiona. 

(4)  That  a  new  and  commodious  hospital  has  been  bnilt 
for  the  sick, 

(5)  That  windows  for  ventilation  had  been  cat  in  one  of 
the  cells. 

Other  improvements  were  at  that  time  projected,  and  of 
these  the  following  h»ve  been  completed: 

(1)  A  second  story  has  been  added  to  each  one  of  the 
original  cells.  In  this  way,  the  capacity  of  the  prison  has 
been  so  increased  that  there  is  no  longer  any  serious  over- 
crowding to  be  complained  of. 

(2)  Windows,  barred  with  iron  and  fitted  with  sliding 
sashes  famished  with  glass,  have  been  pat  in  all  the  cella 
in  numbers  sufficient  to  afford  ample  means  of  ventilation. 

(3)  The  stockade  has  been  enlarged,  and  this  makes  the 
cells  much  more  light  and  airy  than  before. 

(4)  New  hanging  bunks  and  new  mattresses  have  been 
famished,  and  while  the  beds  are  not  yet  what  they  ought 
to  be,  they  are  an  improvement  on  those  formerly  in  nse. 

(5)  Long  zinc  tanks  have  been  introduced  in  place  of  the 
wooden  ones  with  which  the  bath  house  was  formerly  fur- 
nished. They  are  so  long  that  dozens  or  scores  of  convicts 
can  bathe  in  them  at  the  same  time,  and  are  not  divided 
into  compartments,  as  they  should  be,  so  that  every  majd 
could  bathe  in  clean  water — that  is  to  say,  in  water  that  has 
not  been  contaminated  with  the  miscellaneous  filth  washed 
from  the  bodies  of  bis  fellow  convicts. 

(6)  The  latrines  have  been  furnished  with  good  seats, 
basins,  and  traps,  and  with  flushing  and  discharge  pipea, 
and  abandance  of  water  to  keep  them  always  clean.  They 
are  not  separated  by  walls  or  screens  from  the  bodies  of 
the  cells. 


.,/=JbyCJOOJ^lC 


164  KBFOBT  OF  THE  STATE  BOABD  OF  HEALTH. 

(7)  There  are  other  improvemenls  in  minor  matters  that 
deserve  to  be  mentioned.  The  bath  house  is  well  sapplied 
with  towels;  and  in  the  dining  room  the  convicts  have 
knives  and  forks  and  apoons  to  eat  with. 

These  statements  show,  that  within  the  last  two  years  the 
improvements  in  this  prison  have  been  very  great,  so  great, 
iufleed,  that  I  feel  warranted  in  saying,  that,  taking  every- 
thing into  consideration,  the  accommodations  here  are  one 
hundred  per  centnm  better  than  when  I  made  my  first  in- 
epectioD  two  years  ago.  The  average  condition  of  the  con- 
victs has  not  been  improved  to  that  extent,  of  course,  be- 
cause many  other  factors  enter  into  that  problem,  but  it  has, 
nevertheless,  been  very  great — immense.  They  look 
healthier,  more  cheerful,  more  hopeful,  more  tike  human 
creatures. 

THE  PBIBON  AT  THB  SHAFT. 

The  prison  at  the  Shaft  is  a  new  one,  constructed  since 
my  inspection  in  1883.  In  general  arrangement  and  outfit  it 
is  substantially  like  the  prison  at  the  Slope.  There  ie  suf- 
ficient room  to  prevent  over-crowding;  the  water  supply  is 
abundant forall  purposes;  and  the  ventilation  is  good.  The 
arrangements  for  sleeping  and  bathing  have,  also,  the  same 
objectionable  features  that  I  have  dwelt  on  in  connection 
with  the  other  prison,  namely,  the  double  beds  and  the  big 
tanks.  It  is  not,  therefore,  necessary  to  give  any  detailed 
description  of  it  here. 

MORTALTTT   AT   PRATT    MINES. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  penitentiary  physician,  Dr. 
Bi.  M.  Cunningham,  I  am  able  to  add  here  a  list  of  State 
convicts  who  have  died  at  Pratt  Mines  from  the  first  day  of 
July,  1883,  to  the  first  day  of  October,  1884— a  period  of 
one  year  and -three  months.  The  first  two  names  on  this 
list  were  also  included  in  my  previous  report  For  my 
present  purpose  it  is  not  necessary  to  separate  those  who 
died  in  the  employ  of  Comer  and  McCurdy,  fourteen  in 
number,  from  those  who  died  in  the  employ  of  the  Pratt 
Coal  and  Iron  company,  thirteen  in  number.     These   men 
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were  ail  examined  in  March,  1883,  ao^  their  physical  con- 
dition was  then  reported  as  foltowa :  In  eighteen  cases  good ; 
ill  five  cases  moderately  good ;  in  four  cases  bad.  The  bad 
cases  were  :  Dick  Bicbards,  who  had  pulmonary  phthisis ; 
•Tack  Hill,  who  had  pulmonary  phithisis ;  George  Gay,  who 
wft8  brought  from  Sumter  jail  with  typhoid  fever;  and 
Georpe  Tnrner,  whose  disability  is  not  specially  mentioned. 
Four  of  the  cases  having  become  chronic  at  the  mines  were 
sent  to  the  penitentiary  at  Wetnmpka,  and  snbseqnently 
died  there ;  but  they  are  properly  chargeable  to  the  mines. 
Twenty-three  (23)  worked  at  the  mines  ;  three  (3)  did  ont- 
side  work  of  some  kind  ;  and  one  (1),  the  Sumter  typhoid 
case,  was  never  able  to  work  at  all.  Eighteen  (18)  cases  died 
of  diseases ;  and  nine  (9)  cases  of  injuries.  Two  of  those 
who  died  ol  injuries  did  not  work  in  the  mines,  namely, 
George  Colbert  and  Nelly  Boyd.  All  the  deaths  from  dis- 
eases occurred  amongst  the  negroes;  and  all  the  deaths 
from  injuries,  except  two,  occurred  also  amongst  the  ne- 
groes— the  two  white  deaths  being  Charles  Gibson,  and  Dan 
Reynolds,  from  explosion  of  gunpowder.  Alt  the  decedents 
were  males  except  ope,  namely,  Nelly  Boyd. 
With  these  explanations  the  list  is  as  follows : 

I— DIED  OF  DISBASSa 

Joe  Ghimble,  chronic  plenrisy  and  hydro- 
thorax.  ^ 

Dick  Bicbarda,  peritoneal  and  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Jesse  Whitman,  firbroid  pneumonia  and 
plenrisy. 

Adam  Oonly,  pernicifms  malarial  fever. 

Isaac  Page,  pericarditis,  pleurisy,  and  hy- 
dro-thorax. 

George  Gay,  typhoid  fever. 

Jack  Hill,  pulmonary  phthisis  and  pleurisy. 

Jim  Johnson,  peritoneal  tuberculosis. 

Ned  Davis,  chronic  enteritis. 

Charley  Chapman,  tertiary  syphilisand  car- 
ies arm  and  hand. 


July,  (1883)   1. 

July  11. 

July  22. 

Angnst  5. 

September  14. 

September  16. 
September  22. 
November  24. 
December  22. 
December  30. 
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1884 

January  6.     Jack  Milner,  peritoneal  tuberculosis  and  chroD- 

ic  dysentery. 
Janaary  19.     Sam  Warren,  croupous  pneumonia. 
January  19.    Joe  Gill,  typhoid  (ever. 
Pebru'y  10.    Alex.  Moody,  typhoid  fever. 
March      30.     Jamee  Leonard,  menin^etis. 
June         20,     Peter  Hubbard,  croupous  pueumouia. 
Auf^ust    14    George  Turner,  congestive  chill. 
August    28.     Austin  Bdwards,  peritoneal  tuberculosis. 

II — DIBD  OP  IMJUBIEB — 1883. 

Jane  1.     William  Budson,  carie^of  foot  and  septicte- 

September  3.     Charles  Gibson,  gunpowder  explosion. 
"  Dan  Reynolds,  gunpowder  explosion. 

"  Henderson  Thomas,  gunpowder  explosion. 

1884 

January        22.     George  Colbert,  gangrene  of  leg. 
February      11.     Howard  Dowdte,  crushed  by  falling  rock. 
Jane  6.     Nelly  Boyd,  run  over  by  railroad  care. 

August        '  12.    Primus    McGhee,    tailing    coal,    rupture 

urethra,  septicsamia. 
September    26.    Jim  MoMs,  crushed  by  falling  rook. 

STATISTICAL  SDHUABT. 

From  this  record  of  facts  we  reach  the  following  summary 
or  conclusions ;  the  death  rates  being  all  per  thousand  per 
annum : 

Total  average  prison  population  nbont 350 

Totnl  average  black  con Ticla 290 

Total  average  white  coDViets 60 

Total  deaths  in  IS  months 37 

Total  black  deatha  in  15  months 25 

Total  ivhito  deaths  in  15  months S 

Total  deaths  from  diaeaBea IS 

Total  deaths  from  injariea ■. 9 

Black  deaths  from  diaeaaee  18 

Black  deaths  from' injorisB, 7 
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White  deaths  from  diseaeeg. 0 

While  deaths  from  iDJuriex 2 

Total  death  rate ....    .61.71 

ToIaI  death  rate  from  diaeoges. ... 41.14 

Total  death  rate  hoia  iDJarim 20.67 

Total  block  dentb  rate .  68.96 

Total  white  death  rate 26,68 

Blaok  death  rate  from  diseaaeB ...49,66 

Total  black  death  rate  froiD  iDJnrieB,. 19.31 

White  d^ath  rate  from  diseoaea 0.00 

White  death  rate  from  injarjes 26.6fl 

The  healthfuloeas  of  the  wbite  convicts  at  these  mines, 
»  shown  b;  the  foregoing  statements,  as  well  as  b;  the  re- 
sulta  of  my  investigation  in  1883,  is  all  that  could  be  ex- 
pected. For  nearly  two  years  there  has  not  been  amongst 
them  a  single  death  from  disease,  and  only  two  from  acci- 
dental injuries.  The  causes  of  this  immunity  of  white  con- 
victs I  have  discussed  in  my  previous  report,  and  to  that 
discQSsion  I  have  now  nothing  to  add. 

Amongst  the  black  convicts  at  these  mines  the  rate  of 
mortality  has  always  been,  and  is  still  so  far  above  any 
normal  standard  as  to  furnish  occasion  for  surprise  and  ap-* 
prehension. 

For  the  six  and  a  half  months  preceding  my  investigation 
in  July,  1883,  this  mortality  was  at  the  rate  of  161.60  per 
thousand  per  annutn. 

For  the  fifteen  months  preceding  my  investigation  in  Au- 
gust, 1884,  this  mortality  has  been  at  the  rate  of  68.96  per 
thousand  per  annum. 

The  difference  between  these  two  rates  ia  92.54,  In  other 
words,  the  death  rate  has  diminished  much  more  than  one- 
half,  which  is,  indeed,  a  most  remarkable  and  gratifying 
oliange.  Bat  it  still  remains  true  that  our  mortality  rate  is 
too  large — is  very  mnch  too  large— is,  so  far  as  the  mortal- 
ity from  diseases  is  concerned,  at  least  double  what  it  ought 
to  be.  In  other  words,  the  black  death  rate  per  thousand 
per  annum  should  be  reduced  from  49.65  to  somewhere  in 
the  neighborhood  of  20. 

The  mortality  from  injuries  in  and  about  coal  mines  has 
always  been  recognized  as  high.  In  the  Pennsylvania  coal 
region  it  has  been  estimated  at  12.60  per  thousand  per  an- 
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num.  Tlie  correaponinf:;  rate  at  Pratt'  Mines  U,  as  we  bave 
seen,  19.31,  or  about  one-tbird  higher. 

Tbe  causes  o(  the  tremendous  mortality  of  our  black  coa- 
vict8  at  tbe  mines  were  discussed  in  my  previouH  report, 
and  to  that  discussion  I  have  now  nothing  to  add,  aa  it  euf- 
Soiently  expresses  ^:!y  present  opinions.  During  the  last 
twelve  months  several  of  the  unsanitary  influences  there 
pointed  out  have  bei»n  modified  for  the  better,  and  the  har- 
vest of  good  results  is  seen  in  tbe  largely  diminished  mor- 
tality. Inasmuch  as  we  can  never  foresee  all  tbe  elements 
that  may  become  factors  of  the  problem,  it  is  never  safe  to 
undertake  to  forecast  tnture  developments  in  a  case  like  that 
in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  But  if  no  epidemic  inflnence 
gets  into  the  prisons,  and  if  tbe  present  discipline  of  the 
convicts  is  maintained,  I  am  very  confidently  of  the  opiuion 
that  the  rate  of  mortality  will  continue  to  diminish  until  it 
is  restricted  within  such  reasonable  limits  that  a  citizen  of 
tbe  State  may  speak  of  it  without  feeling  ashamed. 

I  desire  to  add  here,  that  while  the  improved  prison  ac- 
commodations, the  better  ventilation,  tbe  more  abundant 
'water-snpply,  and  other  things  of  similar  character,  have 
contributed  largely  towards  tbe  increased  bealtbfulness  of 
the  convicts,  it  is  also  true  that  the  better  discipline  which 
has  been  enforced  by  tbe  Inspectors,  by  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  working  hours,  by  prescribing  reasonable  daily  tasks, 
by  taking  care  that  feeble  and  sickly  men  are  not  worked 
beyond  their  strength,  and  other  like  rulings  that  need  not 
be  specifically  mentioned  here,  have  contributed  still  more, 
largely  to  tbe  same  beneficent  achievement. 

I  bave  based  this  discussion  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  convicts  at  tbe  coal  mines  entirely  on  the  Pratt  Mines 
prisons,  and  there  are  two  reasons  for  this :  (1)  I  am  better 
acquainted  with  these  mines  and  prisons  than  with  any  oth- 
ers ;  and  (2)  These  are  the  only  mines  in  which  State  con- 
victs are  worked.  It  may  be  thought  that  I  bave  not  drawn 
a  very  attractive  description  of  these  prisons,  and  to  prevent 
misunderstanding  I  add  here  these  two  statements :  (1)  I 
consider  tbe  condition  of  the  State  convict  in  the  mines  as 
very  much  better  than  that  of  tbe  county  convict  in  the 
mines;  (2)  I  consider  these  two  prisons  at  Pratt  Mines  to  be 
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better  manned,  bo  fiir  as  the  welfare  of  the  convict  is  cod- 
cemed,  tlian  any  other  minlDg  prisoon  I  have  seen,  and  if  I 
myself  had  to  be  worked  in  the  mines  as  a  convict  I  would 
prefer  to  be  sent  to  Slope  No.  2. 

THE  PRISON  AT  NEWCASTLE. 

Since  my  viait  to  Newcastle,  two  years  sro,  the  priBon  has 
been  enlarged  so  that  the  air  si)ace  for  each  person  is  now 
between  400  and  500  cubic  feet,  and  the  ventilation  bas  been 
moch  improved.  The  water  supply  has  been  largely  in- 
creased, and  the  facilities  for  ablatious  have  been  increased 
in  the  same  proportion.  Water  can  be  bad  in  all  the  celts 
by  turning  a  faucet ;  in  every  cell  there  are  two  or  three  half 
barrel  tubs  in  which  convicts  can  wash  their  faces  and  hands 
whenever  they  please ;  wbile  in  the  bath  room,  pr  wash 
room  as  it  is  called,  there  is  a  long  wooden  trough  or  tank 
in  which  convicts  are  expected  to  wash  tbemselves  when 
they  come  oat  of  the  mine — bnt  this  trough  is  not  suf- 
ficiently capacious  to  admit  the  immersion  of  the  whole 
body.  There  are  still  no  privy  arrangements  except  a  sup- 
ply of  movable  tubs  in  the  cells — a  system  not  at  all  to  be 
commended. 

I  found  still  in  use  the  sbackles  commented  on  in  my  Ke- 
port  of  1882.  It  is  claimed  that  these  shackles  are  neces- 
sary here  on  account  of  the  distance  of  the  prison  from  the 
mine,  some  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  which  distance  it  is 
said  multiplies  the  chances  of  escape.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  judge  of  this ;  but  I  do  know  that  these  sbackles  increase 
very  greatly  the  sufferings  of  the  convicts  who  are  forced  to 
wear  them,  and  at  the  same  time  contribute  nob  a  little  to 
their  moral  degradation.  I  respectfully  submit  whether,  in 
the  .interest  of  the  principle  of  equal  justice  to  all,  the  con- 
victs at  Newcastle  should  not  have  their  terms  of  imprison- 
ment shortened  as  an  offset  to  this  disadvant^e. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  able  to  say  that  the  relative  improve- 
ment in  this  prison  has  been  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the 
Slope  prison  at  Pratt  Mines — that  is  to  say,  about  one  hun- 
dred per  centum.  But  inasmuch  as  this  prison  was  not 
equal  to  the  Slope  prison  two  years  ago,  so  it  is  by  no  means 
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equal  to  the  Slope  prison  now.    Only  ooantj  coDTicts  are 
kept  here. 

THE  PBIBON  AT  COALBDBO. 

This  19  B,  new  prieon  and  one  tliat  I  have  not  seen  before. 
Take  it  altc^ether  it  is  the  full  equal,  and  perhaps  the  su- 
perior, merely  as  a  prison  building,  of  any  prison  in  the 
State.  I  did  not  see  the  convicts  at  this  place  aa  I  did  at 
the  other  prisons,  and  was  of  course  unable  to  form  any 
opinions  as  to  their  general'  appearance.  Here  as  at  Pratt 
Mines  I  found  abundance  of  room,  good  ventilation,  latrines, 
eta,  and  the  same  facilities  for  promiscuous  bathing,  except 
that  the  big  tank  here  is  not  lined  with  zinc. 

This  is  a  prison  at  which  only  county  convicts  are  kept 

HISCELLANEODS   SDOaEaTIONa. 

The  description  I  have  Riven  of  the  four  convict  prisons 
included  in  my  recent  inapectiou  shows  that  they  are  ade- 
quate to  accommodate  without  serious  overcrowding  their 
present  populations ;  and  that  the  ventilation  and  water 
supply  of  all  of  them  is  fairly  good,  although  as  regards 
water  supply  the  Newcastle  prison  is  not  equal  to  the  olher 
three. 

That  so  much  can  be  truthfully  said  furnishes  matter  for 
congratulation — all  the  more  so  since  it  is  the  first  time, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  leasing  out  the  convicts, 
could  be  truthfully  said.  But  for  all  this,  there  are  many 
things  connected  with  our  prisons  and  our  prison  discipline 
which  demand  still  further  improvement ;  and  some  of  these 
improvements  could  be  made  with  very  little  increase  of 
current  expenses. 

(1)  Sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  to  cleanliness — clean- 
liness of  person — cleanliness  of  wearing  apparel — cleanli- 
ness of  beds  and  bedding.  It  is  true  that  every  convict,  on 
coming  out  of  the  mine,  is  required  to  wash  himself,  and 
that  to  this  end  he  has  a  sufficient  supply  of  soap  and  water, 
and  in  some  of  the  prisons  at  least  a  sufficient  supply  of 
towels.  But  he  must  wash  iu  an  immense  tank  filled  with 
water  which  is  polluted  by  the  filth  from  the  bodies  of  doz- 
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ena  and  scoren  of  his  fellow  coDvicta  who  wash  in  it  at  the 
same  time,  or  who  have  washed  in  it  before  him.  It  would 
have  added  bnt  little  to  the  expense  of  these  long  tanks  had 
they  been  divided  into  sections  so  that  every  convict  could 
have  a  separate  bath  of  clean  water  all  to  himself.  Besides 
the  distrust  that  every  one  feels,  or  that  every  one  ought  to 
feel,  at  being  obliged  to  bathe  in  foul  water,  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  these  promiscuous  baths  might  become  agents  for 
the  dissemination  of  infectious  diseases.  For  example, 
most  people  would  very  much  prefer  to  keep  clear  of  a  liatU 
that  had  been  contaminated  by  the  diachai^es  of  syphilitic 
ulcers. 

(2)  After  the  bath,  the  convicts  put  on  suits  intended  lo 
be  clean  and  dry ;  but  they  carry  the  dirty,  damp,  grimy 
garments  worn  iu  the  mines  into  their  cells,  where  the  filth 
is  rubbed  off  on  the  beds,  on  the  walls,  on  the  floors,  on 
everything  they  come  in  contact  with.  As  long  as  this  is 
allowed,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  beds  clean.  I  know 
very  well  the  plea  that  is  made  in  defense  of  this  custom, 
namely,  that  under  any  other  system  the  convicts  would  be 
continually  stealing  and  destroying  one  another's  clothes,  and 
that  no  system  can  be  devised  to  avoid  this  difficulty.  But 
I  am  sure  this  plea  is  not  a  sound  one.  In  the  same  wgy  it 
was  asserted  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  towels  in  the 
bath  room,  and  also  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  knives 
and  forks  and  spoons  in  the  dining  room.  As  these  last 
mentioned  impossibilities  have  been  found  not  at  all  insuper- 
able, BO  it  would  be  easy  enough  to  devise  a  plan  to  meet  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  dirty  clothes  problem. 

(3)  The  beds  are  not  so  foul  as  they  used  to  be,  but  they 
should  be  much  cleaner  than  they  are — should,  in  a  word, 
be  so  clean  that  a  decent  man  might  &Bord  to  sleep  in  one 
of  them  without  disgust;  and  they  should  not  only  be  clean 
In  fact,  but  they  should  look  clean.  There  is  no  reason  in 
the  world,  that  I  can  see,  why  this  degree  of  cleanliness 
should  not  be  constantly  maintained.  There  are  soap  and 
water  in  abundance,  and  plenty  of  hands  to  do  all  the  wash- 
ing that  may  be  necessary.  At  Pratt  Mines  the  mattresses 
are  covered  with  slips,  somewhat  after  the  fashion  of  pillow 
slips,  and  these  are  from  time  to  time  changed  and  washed. 
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This,  however,  does  aot  prevent  the  mattresses  from  getting 
dirty,  although  it  maj  make  the  dirt  less  obvious  to  the  eye. 
The  ouly  sound  system  is  to  empty  the  mattresses  from  time 
to  time,  as  ofteu  as  they  get  dirty,  wash  the  ticks,  and  fill 
them  again  with  moss  or  straw,  or  what^Ter  filling  may  be 
preferred. 

(4)  I  desire  again  to  call  attention  to  my  remarks  in  my 
preceding  report  in  regard  to  separate  sleeping  rooms  and 
separate  beds  for  all  convicts.  I  can  not  do  better  than  to 
quote  the  language  then  used,  which  is  ivs  follows: 

It  is  aa  accepted  principle  in  the  coDBtmction  and  management  of  priB- 
OOB,  that  eveij  individaal  priBoner  aball  haye  r  separate  oell  of  bis  own  to 
sleep  in,  it  being  held  that  uver;  hnmnn  creatnre  is  entitled  to  a  little  pri- 
Tacy;  and  this  principle  is  recognized  in  the  legialation  of  tbeStitte,  section 
4584  or  the  Code  providing  that  penitenUary  ooDviotK  shall  sleep  in  separate 
cells.  And,  indeed,  at  the  penitentiary  separate  cells  art)  provided  forthem. 
1  sabmit  whether  nnder  this  section  of  Che  Code  it  is  not  legally  inonmbent 
on  leasees  of  convicts  to  proiide  also  sBpsmte  sleeping  cells  for  their  leased 
convicts  in  their  private  prisons.  However  this  may  be,  I  am  sore  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  give  every  oonvict  a  separate  bed  of  his  own;  and  I  am 
■are  also  thnt  to  every  one  of  them  it  would  be  a  boon  aboTe  all  price,  uid 
that  snob  arrangement  would  contribute  very  greatly  to  the  betterment  of 
both  the  physical  and  moral  hygiene  of  the  prisons. 

(5)  I  know  very  well  that  a  great  many  persons  who  pride 
themselves  on  taking  a  common  sense  and  practical  view  of 
things,  will  be  disposed  to  regard  what  I  have  said  in  regard 
to  cleanliness  and  privncy  as  the  sickly  utterances  of  a  sen- 
timental philanthropy.  I  know,  too,  that  it  will  be  argued 
that  the  great  masses  of  the  convicts  in  the  coal  mines  are 
composed  of  negroes,  who  are  naturally  gregarious,  and 
who  have  been  strangers  all  their  lives  to  clean  shirts  and 
unspotted  sheets;  and  that  any  proposition  to  feed  and 
clothe  and  bouse  them  in  a  better  fashion  than  they  were 
accustomed  to.  before  ihey  forfeited  their  liberty  by  violation 
of  law,  is,  on  the  very  face  of  it,  preposterous  and  absurd. 
But  many  things  are  not  as  they  seem  to  many;  and  I  un- 
dertake to  say  that  the  reformatory  and  civilizing  iufiuence 
of  clean  shirts,  and  clean  beds,  aod  private  sleeping  rooms, 
would  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the  State.  A  man  gains 
a  very  precious  possession  when  he  is  taught  the  great 
lesson  of  self-respect;  and  men  can  not  respect  themselves 
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except  when  they  live  in  such  a  way  as  to  merit  the  respect 
of  other  men. 

But  this  is  too  large  ad  argument  to  be  more  than  glanced 
at  here. 

<6}  I  am  afraid  that  our  minds  have  become  too  much 
imbued  with  the  feeling  that  the  end  and' aim  of  our  penal 
statutes  is  the  vindicatioii  of  the  principle  that  because  a 
man  has  done  wrong  he  must  be  made  to  suffer  for  it — 
must  be  punished  in  both  body  and  soul,  in  order  that  soci- 
ety may  receive  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  and  indignities 
which  have  been  inflicted  upon  it  bv  his  criminal  conduct. 
Bat  this  is  to  invest  the  ignoble  passion  of  revenge,  which 
in  private  persons  religion  and  morality  both  condemn,  with 
the  solemn  sanctions  of  public  law,  and  seems  to  me  to  be 
unworthy  of  the  jurisprudence  of  a  Christian  people.  Crim- 
inals, indeed,  must  saffer,  especially  criminals  upon  whom 
is  laid  the  heavy  hand  of  the  law.  Deprivation  of  liberty, 
separation  from  home  and  friends,  subjection  to  jailors  and 
task-masters,  the  loss  of  self-respect,  the  public  shame  and 
pariah  degradation  of  prison  life  —all  these  involve  elements 
of  snffering  that  might  well  appsl  the  bravest  hearts ;  and  it 
woald  really  seem  that  such  sufferings  should  satisfy  the 
claims  of  public  justice  so  far  as  the  infliction  of  punish- 
ment is  concerned,  so  that  there  should  be  no  occasion  left 
to  seek  to  inflict  npon  the  victim  of  the  law  such  additional 
discomforts  as  can  be  easily  ^voided.  Let  the  criminal  pay 
his  full  debt  to  the  society  he  has  injured  and  to  the  law  he 
has  outraged.  Let  him  pay,  if  you  please,  in  full  measure, 
heaped  up  and  running  over.  But  forbear  to  inflict  upon 
him  any  gratuitous  indignities ;  and,  above  all,  do  not  sub- 
ject him  to  such  a  way  of  living  as  must  needs  demoralize 
and  brutalize  him  utterly.  Let  him  come  out  of  prison  a 
better  man  than  he  was  when  he  went  in,  and  not  a  worse 
ona 

(7)  It  will  be  conceded  that  the  leading  aims  of  our 
criminal  jurisprudence  are,  or  at  leiist  ought  to  be,  these 
two:  (1)  The  protection  of  society;  and  (2)  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  criminal;  and  hence,  that  the  wisest  and  most 
benignant  system  of  penal  administration  is  that  by  means 
of  which  these  two  purposes  are  most  thoroughly  accom- 
plished. 
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There  are  orimianls,  perhaps,  who  are  practically  incor- 
rigible— ^criminals  whose  whole  nature  is  degraded  and  per- 
verted by  vicioiia  eDdowtuenta  ioherited  from  criioinal  an- 
cestors, and  by  tlie  influence  of  a  vicious  environment  upon 
his  individual  development.  Fortunately  such  monstera 
are  not  numerous.  For  them,  of  course,  the  hope  of  refor- 
mation must  be  abandoned,  and  the  principle  of  the  protec- 
tion of  society  must  alone  dictate  the  treatment  to  which 
they  are  subjected.  In  bu(^  cases,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  the  best  policy  for  all  concerned  to  continue  the 
restraints  of  the  law  as  long  as  they  live.  Just  as  any  one 
incorrigibly  insane  is  kept  permanently  in  the  asylum,  so 
any  one  who  is  incorrigibly  vicious  should  be  kept  perma- 
nently in  the  prison. 

But  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  great  majority  of  our  con- 
victs are  not  constitutionally  and  hopelessly  wicked — are 
not  sunk  so  deeply  into  the  mire  of  depravity  as  to  be  be- 
yond all  hope  of  moral  resurrection. 

(8)  The  population  of  our  prisons  is  mostly  a  population 
of  negroes.  These  people  are  proverbially  weak,  improvi- 
dent, credulous — the  victims  of  impulse  and  of  circum- 
stances. Many  of  those  in  the  prisons  have  been  gniUy  of 
only  trivial  offenses ;  and  many  of  these  oflenses  are  not  in 
themselves  criminal,  or  even  immoral,  but  which  have  been 
made  penal  simply  by  statutory  enactment. 

It  is  the  peculiar  misfortune  of  the  negro  that  his  in- 
vestment with  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  and  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  has  also  subjected  him  to  the  operation  of 
laws  made  by  white  men  for  the  government  of  white 
men — laws  which  he  does  not  understand,  and  the  moral 
obligations  of  which  he  is  not  able  to  appreciate.  But  the 
privileges  and  responsibilities  of  citizenship  and  the  suf- 
fice must  go  togetht-r;  and  so  far  as  this  evil  is  concerned, 
I  know  of  no  other  remedy  than  that  partial  and  uncertain 
one  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  practical  common  sense  of 
our  juries. 

(9)  In  the  meantime,  the  broad  fact  remains  that  our 
prison  population,  including  both  whites  and  blacks,  is  not 
composed  exclusively,  or  even  chiefly,  of  incorrigible  male- 
factors, but  consists  for  the  most  part  of  men  whose  weak- 
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cesses  and  mUfoitaDeB  hare  had  quite  as  much  to  do  with 
their  degradation  aB  innate  depravity  and  constitutioDal 
wickedness.  And  my  argument  is  that  many  of  these  people 
are  still  amenabte  to  moral  influences,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  see  to  it  that  the  discipline  of  the  pris- 
oners is  of  such  character  as  to  contribute  towards  their 
reformation — that  is  to  say,  is  sach  as  tends  to  make  them 
better — and  very  certainly  that  it  is  not  such  as  tends  to 
jnake  them  worse. 

How  it  is  that  prison  life  so  often  exerciseB  a  demoraliz- 
ing influence  on  convicts  so  that  they  come  out  of  prison 
worse  men  than  when  they  went  in,  is  too  large  a  question 
for  discussion  in  this  report;  but  the  keys  to  the  problem 
may  be  found  in  two  suggestive  sentences:  (1)  Evil  com- 
munications corrupt  good  manners;  and  (2)  There  is  no 
more  certain  way  to  brutalize  a  man  than  to  treat  him  like 
a  brute.  Even  brute  animals,  as  dogs  and  horses,  respond 
to  kind  and  considerate  treatment,  and  are  made  the  better 
by  it.  In  this  connection,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a 
passage  written  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago  by  the  famous 
Count  Rumford.  Speaking  of  the  paupers  and  criminal 
classes,  he  says : 

"With  persons  of  this  description  it  is  easy  to  be  con- 
vinced that  precepts,  admonitions,  and  punishments  would 
be  of  little  avail.  But  where  precepts  fail,  liabits  may  some* 
times  be  successfuL  To  make  vicions  and  abandoned 
people  happy,  it  has  generally  been  supposed  necessary 
fimt  to  make  them  virtuons.  But  why  not  reverse  this 
order?  Why  not  make  them  first  kappt/aad  then  virtaons? 
If  happiness  and  virtue  be  ijiseparcdiU  the  end  will  as  cer- 
tainly be  attained  by  one  method  as  by  the  other;  and  it  is 
most  nndonbtedly  easier  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  and 
comfort  of  persons  in  a  state  of  poverty  and  misery  than 
by  admonitions  and  punishments  to  improve  their  morals." 

THE  PENITENTIARY   INSPECTOBH. 

Any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  study  carefully  the 
details  of  my  three  prison  reports — namely,  the  report  of 
1882,    the    report   of    1883,    and  this  present  report    of 
12 
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1884 — can  not  fail  to  be  conviaced  that  in  the  condition 
of  onr  Alabama  convicts  there  has  been  during  the  last 
two  jears — the  interral  separating  the  first  of  these  re- 
ports from  the  last — an  immeoae  improTem»nt  But  while, 
in  general  terms,  every -one  will  be  forced  to  acknowledge 
this  to  be  true,  only  those  who  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
personal  observation  at  the  different  periods  indicated  can 
be  expected  to  appreciate  its  real  extent  and  character.  I 
am  not  accustomed  to  make  use  of  extravagant  statements, 
nor  to  indulge  in  flashy  rhetoric ;  but  when  I  speak  of  the 
improvement  in  the  convict  prisons  and  their  management 
as  immense,  I  have  hardly  done  the  occasion  jastice.  What 
has  been  done  is  virtually  a  revolution — so  changed  is  the 
whole  environment  of  convict  life. 

In  saying  this,  I  do  not  desire  to  be  understood  as  hold- 
ing that  our  convict  prisons  and  onr  methods  of  prison 
management  are  at  all  what  tliey  ought  to  be.  Far  from  it 
Two  years  ago  they  were  deplorable  indeed.  Now,  with  all 
the  improvements  that  have  been  made,  they  are  barely 
tolerable,  ami  additional  ameliorations  are  still  urgently 
needed.  Of  these  I  have  spoken  at  some  length  in  another 
part  of  this  report. 

For  the  improvements  already  accompliahed,  the  people 
of  the  State  are  under  obligations  to  the  present  very  ex- 
cellent Board  of  Penitentiary  Inspectors.  They  have  done 
a  noble  work,  and  they  have  done  it  under  circumstances  of 
great  difficulty  and  embarrassment  It  would  be  natural 
for  any  one  to  think  that  a  board  of  State  officials,  armed 
by  the  State  with  large  powers,  for  that  express  purpose, 
ought  to  be  able  to  control  the  management  of  the  convicts 
of  the  State  with  comparative  ease  and  facility.  Bat  this 
has  not  been  tlie  case ;  and  in  the  face  of  the  powerful  an- 
tagonistic influences  involved  in  the  problem,  it  has  been 
impossible  that  this  should  have  been  the  case  in  the  past, 
or  that  it  can  ever  be  in  the  future.  The  improvements  I 
have  mentioned  have  been  won  at  the  expense  of  unsleep- 
ing vigilance,  and  of  patient  determination  that  would  not 
yield  to  opposing  circumstances ;  and  these  same  qualifica- 
tions will  be  needed  to  maintain  hereafter  the  advant^^s 
already  gained,  and  to  secure  such  additional  improvements 
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S8  maj  be  reqaired  to  make  our  prison  system  a  credit  to 
the  State.  The  eolarged  prison  accommodatioDB,  the  im- 
proved TentilatioD  of  the  prisons,  the  increased  supply  of 
water  at  the  prisons  —these,  indeed,  are  permanent  gains  as 
long  as  the  existing  prisons  are  maintained ;  bat  there  are 
gains  in  other  directions  quite  equal  to  these  in  importance 
which  will  be  speedily  swept  away  whenever  the  wise  and 
persistent  supervision  of  the  State  is  withdrawn.  I  can  not 
go  into  all  the  details  here ;  and  perhaps  it  is  not  my  busi- 
ness to  do  BO,  the  more  especially  as  many  of  them  will 
doubtless  find  a  place  in  the  report  of  the  Inspectors.  Bat 
I  am  able  to  speak  from  the  standpoint  of  personal  knowl- 
edge, and  being  one  of  the  very  few  citizens  of  the  State 
who  can  give  that  sort  of  testimony,  I  have  felt  that  it  was 
due  to  the  Board  of  Inspectors  to  pat  on  record  here  my 
appreciation  of  the  faithfulness  and  efficiency  with  whidi 
they  have  discharged  the  onerous  duties  of  their  office. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jebohb  Goohran,  M.  D., 

State  Health  Officer. 
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REPORTS  OF  THE  COUNTIES. 


AUTAUGA  COUNTY. 

A  COHHUNICATION  ON  PUBLIC   BEALTB. 

To  the  People  of  Autauga  County  : 

We  fear  that  the  excessive  wet  weather  of  the  past  five  or 
six  weeks,  will  have  the  effect  of  producinp;  a  good  deal  of 
sickneBS  in  our  county.  Much  of  the  calamity  may  be 
averted  by  a  little  labor  and  expense.  Let  every  house- 
holder in  the  county  go  to  work  and  have  a  thorough  clean- 
ing op  aroaud  the  premises.  Look  carefully  to  hen-roosts, 
pig-styes,  etc,  have  all  such  places  cleaned  up,  the  drop- 
pings carted  off  or  buried  in  the  garden.  The  free  use  of 
lime  in  whitewashing,  adds,  not  only  to  the  looks,  but  greatly 
to  the  sanitary  condition.  Another  source  of  evil  should 
be  carefully  looked  to — that  is  the  water  used.  As  a  gen- 
eral thing  all  surface  wells — we  mean  by  surface  wells,  those 
wells  that  fill  up  to  the  top  of  the  ground  in  wet  weather — are 
uofit  for  use  and  should  be  avoided.  We  know  of  one  or 
two  families  suffering  with  typhoid  fever,  caused,  doubtless, 
by  the  use  of  such  water.  There  is  a  very  simple  test  that 
any  one  can  use  to  satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  purity  of  the 
water.  Add  a  teaspoonful  of  Darby's  Prophylactic  Fluid 
to  a  glass  of  water ;  if  the  fluid  diffuses  itself  through  the 
water,  remaining  clear,  your  water  is  all  right,  but  if  there 
is  a  muddy  precipitate  that  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  glass, 
don't  suffer  it  to  be  used  for  drinking  or  cooking  purposes. 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  people  to  another 
subject  which  we  deem  of  greater  moment  to  the  welfare  of 
our  people,  viz :  mad  dogs.  We  have  beard  of  no  case  of 
rabies  in  oar  county,  bat  in  Montgomery  and  adjoining 
counties,  we  read  of  cases  of  this  terrible  disease  every 
week.  A  man  and  two  children  were  bitten  last  week,  on  a 
plontatioD  four  miles  south-west  of  Frattville,  by  a  dog  sup- 
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posed  to  have  been  miul.  Whether  these  cases  will  develop 
into  hydrophobia  or  not,  remains  to  be  seen.  As  to  bow 
the  people  of  the  county  are  to  protect  themselves  against 
this  threatened  evil,  must  be  settled  by  the  citizens  of  each 
beat  for  themselves.  It  seems  to  us  t}iat  it  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  call  a  mass  conveutiou  of  each  beat  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  Angust.  Let  everybody  attend,  both  black  and 
white.  The  matter  can  then  be  discussed,  aud  such  meas- 
ures adopted  as  will  rid  the  county  of  the  thousand  roving, 
worthless  cars,  and  protect  our  citizens  from  the  evils  of 
mad  dogs. 

What  is  said  above  will  apply  to  our  town.  We  hope  onr 
marshal  will  make  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  town,  and 
make  such  suggestions  to  our  people  as  will  put  the  town 
in  a  good  sanitary  condition.  We  would  advise  the  calling 
a  meeting  of  the  town  council  to  authorize  the  marshal  to 
rid  the  town  of  roving  dogs. 

We  hear  of  a  few  cases  of  sore-eyes  in  town.  If  onr 
people  will  exercise  a  little  prudence  and  self-denial,  it  can 
be  stopped  at  once.  Wherever  there  is  a  case  in  a  family, 
let  the  parents  keep  them  at  home  until  well,  not  suffering 
neighboring  children  to  visit  their  children  until  welL 
Children  that  are  affected  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  to 
church  or  Sunday  school  We  hear  also  that  there  are  a 
few  cases  of  whooping-cough  in  town.  As  a  general  thing 
children  should  be  allowed  to  contract  the  disease  at  as  an 
early  period  in  life  as  possible,  but  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  children  in  their  second  summer,  if  feeble  and  suffer- 
ing with  chronic  diarrhoea,  should  be  kept  from  it,  if 
possible. 

9.  P.  Smith, 

J.   E.   WiLKINSOK. 

C.  A.  Edwabds, 
A.  S.  McKeithen, 

T.   G.   HOWAED, 

Oommittee  of  Health. 
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A  OOmnJNIOATtON  FROM  THE  OODNTT  HEALTH  OFFIOER. 

Mr.  Editor: 

It  18  to  be  hoped  that  the  sad  fate  of  little  YivJaa  Nammy 
will  be  a  waroing  to  our  people  to  adopt  some  meaoa  to  rid 
the  thouBaodH  of  worthless  cure  that  are  roaming  all  over 
the  land.  About  five  or  six  weeks  a^o  a  little  stray  fiue 
came  to  Mrs.  Nnmmy's,  and  aa  is  nstaral  the  children  called 
it  into  the  yard,  where  it  remained  a  day  or  two.  While 
there  little  Vivian  was  bitten  by  it,  but  as  there  was  nothing 
in  the  actions  of  the  dog  to  excite  any  fears,  no  alarm  was 
created  in  the  mind  of  the  mother.  On  last  Thursday  this 
little  girl  was  taken  sick.  Her  symptoms  soon  developed 
into  that  of  hydrophobia.  In  spite  of  all  that  cuuld  be 
done,  she  died  Sunday  noon,  with  all  the  horrcws  of  this  ter- 
rible disease.  All  who  read  the  papers  are  aware  that  this 
disease  has  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  our  State  during  the 
sammer,  especially  in  the  north-eastern  and  south-eastern 
parts  of  the  State.  I  wrote  a  commuuication  early  iu  the 
summer,  which  was  published  in  this  paper,  calling  the  at- 
tention of  our  people  to  this  State  of  things.  In  that  article 
I  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  people  to  adopt  some  means 
to  protect  their  lives  from  this  danger.  I  also  urged  upon 
the  town  council  of  Frattville  to  pass  an  ordinance  to  rid 
the  town  of  the  hundred  worthless  curs  that  were  rnnDing 
over  our  streets.  So  far  as  I  know,  neither  the  people  of 
the  town  or  county  gave  any  heed  to  the  admonition.  I  am 
again  instructed  by  the  county  board  of  health,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  people  of  the  county  and  the  authorities  of 
the  town  of  Frattville  to  this  subject,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  immediate  action  will  follow,  with  the  view  to  protect 
our  people  against  this  terrible  evil  To  this  end  the  county 
board  of  health  and  health  officer  of  the  county  stand  ready 
any  and  all  times  to  give  their  adrice  and  induenoe  in  this 
good  work.  Bespectf  ttUy, 

a  P.  Smith, 
Health  Offioef. 

Mr.  Editor: 

I  herewith  submit  the  statistical  report  tor  Frattville  for 
the  year  1884     Of  deaths  we  had  18;  white  males  6,  white 
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females  6 ;  black  males  3,  black  females  2 ;  mulatto  males  1. 
Death  rate  per  1,000,  15.21.  Death  rate  per  1,000  whites, 
16.32;  blacks,  12.62;  mulattoes,  19.23.  Of  births  we  had 
48 ;  white  males  15,  females  12  ;  black  males  9,  females  13. 
Birth  rate  per  1,000,  40.57.  Birth  rate  per  1,000  whites, 
36.73;  blacks,  55.65.  I  will  state  that  in  the  early  part  of 
last  year  I  had  taken  the  ceDsns  of  the  town,  so  the  above 
statistical  report  can  be  relied  npon  as  abaolately  correct 

The  above  reveals  some  facts  of  great  interest  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Prattville.  In  the  first  place,  that  the  mortality  is 
very  low— only  15.21  per  1,000 ;  24  per  1,000  is  considered 
a  healthy  averse.  Another  fact  of  interest  is,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  death  rate  of  whites  is  16.32  per  1,000,  while 
that  of  the  blacks  12.62 — nearly  25  per  centum  lower  than 
the  whites.  The  birth  rate  is  equally  interesting.  The  aver- 
age is  40.57,  nearly  20  per  centum  lower  than  a  healthy  aver- 
age. As  low  as  it  is,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whites  fall  be- 
low, being  36.73  only,  while  the  blacks  are  over  an  average, 
and  a  fraction  over  30  per  centum  in  excess  of  the  whites. 

My  annaal  report  for  the  county  is  incomplete,  and  not 
full  enongh  for  a  reliable  report.  So  far  as  it  goes,  however, 
it  shows  that  the  black  increase  of  population  is  greater 
than  the  whites.  There  were  reported  for  the  year  131 
deaths;  whites  44,  blacks  77;  average  rate  per  1,000,  9.1)9; 
whites  10,  blacks  9.75.  The  death  rate  nearly  equal.  But 
looking  at  the  births,  we  had  reported  221 ;  whites  50,  blacks 
171.  Population  of  the  county  13,108 ;  whites  4,397,  blacks 
8,711.  Average  birth  rate  per  1,000,  16.85 ;  white  11.50, 
black,  19.63. 

The  census  of  the  decade  from  1870  to  1880  showed  that 
in  many  part^of  the  South  the  increase  of  blacks  was  30 
per  centum  in  excess  of  whites.  The  report  of  Prattville 
'  for  the  last  year  reveaU  the  same  facts.  This,  however,  is 
for  a  single  year.  Whether  a  series  of  years  will  sustain 
this  fact,  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is  a  question  of  deepest 
interest  to  every  man  in  Autauga  county,  and  there  is  no 
way  to  settle  it  but  by  a  full  and  careful  compilation  of  the 
statistics  of  the  county.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  whito 
man  in  the  county  will  interest  himself  so  far  as  to  send  me 
a  report  of  every  death  and  birth  in  their  neighborhoods. 
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Dos't  wait  for  aome  one  else  to  do  it,  but  do  it  yoaraelt 
Better  bare  the  same  birth  or  death  reported  half  a  dozen 
times,  than  not  to  have  it  reported  at  all. 

S.  P.  Smith, 
Health  Officer  A.  C. 

Mr.  Editor: 

In  looking  over  my  statistical  report  for  Prattville,  pub- 
lished in  last  week's  issue,  I  see  two  mistakes.  First,  a 
tjpt^aphical  error — in  the  birth  of  black  females,  it  is  23 ; 
it  should  be  13.  Second,  an  error  in  adding  up  the  number 
of  births  in  the  town — it  is  put  down'48  total ;  it  should  be 
49.  The  average  rate  per  1,000  should  be  41.41,  instead  of 
40.57  as  published.  The  rate  per  1,000  as  to  the  races  is 
correct 

8.  P.  Smith, 
Health  Officer  A.  C. 

Pb&tttille,  Aia.,  December,  18B4 
Dear  Dijctor: 

'A  few  days  after  receiving  your  circular,  I  called  a  meet- 
ing  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  our  county.  Dr.  A,  S.  Mc- 
Eeithen  was  appointed  to  visit  our  poor  house,  and  Dr.  J, 
E.  Wilkinson  to  visit  the  county  jail.  The  following  are 
their  reports : 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Health,  Autauga  County  : 

In  obedience  to  order  of  your  honoritble  board,  I  made 
a  visit  to  the  poor  bouse,  and  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report : 

I  foond  the  accommodations  ample,  and  the  house  in  good 
sanitary  condition ;  the  inmates  well  provided  with  whole- 
some food,  and  medical  attendance  when  necessary ;  the  coat 
of  the  latter  being  or  averaging  about  ten  dollars  per  year. 
Average  number  of  inmates,  10 — males  4,  females  6 ;  whites 
3,  blacks  7 ;  one  boy  aged  three  years,  remainder  adults. 
Average  cost  per  capita,  four  dollars  per  month.  Two  deaths 
the  present  year — one  from  consumption,  and  one  from 
dropsy.  Respectfully, 

A.  8.  MoKbitheh. 
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To  the  Board  of  HetUth,  Aufauga  County: 

Having  examined  the  county  jail,  I  find  it  composed  of 
eight  rooma  sixteen  feet  square,  eif^ht  feet  bigh.  Each  room 
has  two  windows  aud  a  door.  The  windows  are  kept  open 
the  most  of  the  time.  The  inner  doors  are  also  opened. 
The  rooms  are  thus  well  ventilated.  There  is  also  a  hall 
six  feet  wide  between  the  rooms.  The  rooms  are  heated 
with  stoves.  Tbe  floors  are  clean ;  the  walls  whitewashed  as 
occasion  requires.  There  are  never  more  than  fifteen  in- 
mates at  one  time,  very  seldom  more  than  five.  Mo  need  of 
a  physician  this  year.  No  contract  with  any  physician  to 
do  tbe  practice.  I  consider  our  jail  in  good  sanitary  con- 
dition. Respectfully, 

J.  E,  Wilkinson. 
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BLOUNT  COUNTY. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  COUNTY  BOABD  OF  HEALTH   FOB   BLOUNT   OOUMTT 
FOB  1883. 

To  the  HonmraMe  Board  of  County  Commiaaioners  ; 

Id  accordance  with  the '  reqairements  of  the  law,  I  here- 
with submit  to  ypu  the  aunual  report  of  the  board  of  health 
for  1883.  The  many  forbidding;  circumstanoeB  under  which 
the  board  labored  during  the  past  year,  will  necessarily 
make  this,  our  third  report,  a  abort  one.  Your  honorable 
board  has  seen  proper  in  its  wisdom,  up  to  the  present  time, 
to  make  no  appropriation  whatever,  as  a  salary,  for  the 
health  officer,  and  he  has  not  felt  it  to  be  doing  justice  to 
himself  and  family  to  labor  for  the  good  of  the  county  for 
nothing.  His  visits  over  the  county,  therefore,  have  not 
been  very  extensive.  But  the  board  of  health  is  not  dis- 
couraged, for  they  know  that  nearly  all  the  great  and  gtori- 
ODB  enterprises  of  earth  had  small  beginnings,  and  occa- 
sionally with  great  and  good  men  opposing  them.  The 
chief  work  of  the  board  for  1883  was  directory.  The  people 
were  advised  to  abate  some  prominent  nuisances,  live  in 
situations  protected  from  malaria,  and  govern  themselves 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  health. 

The  board  held  bat  two  meetings,  as  the  county  seemed, 
until  fall,  to  be  healthier  than  common,  but  from  August 
till  December  there  was  more  sickness  than  since  1866-7 
for  that  length  of  time,  though  there  was  but  a  small  per 
centage  of  fatality  where  medical  assistance  was  called  for 
in  time.  Blount  ought,  from  its  topography,  to  be  the 
healthiest  county  in  the  State.  The  mountains  and  valleys 
and  water  supply  remind  the  Bible  reader  forcibly  of  the 
land  of  Palestine,  described  as  themostdesirableof  all  lands; 
a  land  (figuratively  speaking)  "flowing  with  milk  and 
honey."  If  the  health  ofBcer  conld  spend  a  few  months 
every  year  inspecting  and  directing,  and  the  people  would 
govern  themselves  by  his  instructions,  there  would  soon  be 
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but  little  cause  for  sicknesa,  and  f^ave  yards  would  be  few 
and  far  between.  The  great  object  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion the  world  over,  at  present,  is  to  prevent  aickness. 
This  cannot  be  done  without  the  co-operatiou  of  all  who 
de6ni  health  more  desirable  than  sickneas.  Millions  of 
dollars  are  paid  annually  for  curing  diseases  that  might 
have  beeu  prevented.  Scores  of  our  own  county  die  an- 
nually before — long  before  the  allotted  three  score  and  ten 
years  by  not  knowing,  and,  consequently,  not  obeying  the 
laws  of  health ! !  A  dwelling  house  should  not  be  built, 
nor  a  stable,  a  cow-ahed,  and,  especially,  a  hog-pen,  with- 
out consulting  your  county '  health  officer.  The  most  of 
people,  for  convenience  sake,  build  the  hog-pen  near  the 
house,  and,  frequently,  into  running  water.  The  pens 
poison  the  water  for  miles  below.  The  cows  drink  the 
water  and  we  use  the  poisoned  milk  !  J  The  chickens  fatten 
in  the  hog-pen,  and  we  eat  the  chickens !  The  poison  from 
the  near  hog-pen  is  borne  by  the  over-burthened  air  into 
our  sitting  rooms,  into  our  eating  rooms,  and  into  our  bed 
rooms! 

From  the  report  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  county  you 
will  find  the  number  of  births  and  deaths.  There  are  a  few 
very  old  and  a  great  many  very  young.  If  you  could,  in 
your  wisdom,  devise  some  means  to  stop  the  practice  of 
so-called  midwives  who  do  not  know  A  from  Z,  you  would 
prevent  .many  a  tear  from  the  bereaved  mothers,  who  weep 
over  what  they  call  a  dispensation  of  Providence!  when  it 
is  only  the  bad  management  of  ignorance.  Ton  might,  I 
think,  at  least  by  resolution,  authorize  your  eonnty  health 
officer  to  enquire  into  the  qualifications  of  all  midwives  in 
the  county,  and  report  to  you.  The  law  directs  that  officer 
to  carry  out  orders,  given  by  your  board  from  time  to  time. 
I  have  but  five  assistant  health  officers  at  present ;  but  the 
State  Health  Officer  directs  me  to  have  one  in  every  beat 
This  I  hope  to  be  able  to  db  next  spring. 
Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  WniOtrooBY, 

County  Health  Officer. 
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EITRACT  FBOM  LETTER  OF  LEWIS  WHALBI,  H.  D. 

I  went  np  to  Moore's  office  the  other  day  to  get  some  facts 
ID  regard  to  tbe  paupers  and  jail  of  the  countj  and  told  him 
why  I  wanted  iL  He  replied  that  it  was  none  of  Cochran's 
bnsinessDor  noneof  tbe  legislature's.  He,  with  the  commis- 
sioners, seem  to  want  to  make  fun  of  anything  that  the  soci- 
ety attempts  to  do.  There  are  about  fifteen  paupers  in  the 
county  and  they  propose  to  pay  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  the 
practice  for  them,  or  allow  a  doctor  50  cents  a  mile  to  go  to 
see  them  if  he  will  throw  iu  his  medicine  and  prescriptions. 
I  don't  propose  to  take  it  this  way. 

The  paupers  are  kept  in  the  back  woods  in  very  poor 
houses  and  without  any  moral  or  religi  ous  iostructions,  not 
a  book  or  anything  of  the  kind  to  read.  The  commission- 
ers pay  17.00  per  month  to  have  them  fed  and  clothed,  bat 
refuse  to  furnish  tobacco  to  those  old  people  who  have  used 
it  all  their  lives.  The  jail  is  in  very  bad  condition  for  safety 
or  health.  Only  one  department  for  all  colors  or  Hexes,  no 
ventilation  except  two  small  windows  with  iron  bars  crossed 
80  as  to  leave  open  spaces  about  an  inch  and  a  half  square. 
The  slop  tubs,  with  all  the  stools,  nrine,  Ac,  have  to  stay  in 
there  from  one  day  to  the  next,  and  sometimes  longer  before 
it  is  carried  out.  No  disinfectants  used.  Bedding  very 
scarce  and  unclean.  Poor  fires.  The  court  disregards  and 
treats  with  contempt  every  suggestion  made  by  any  physi- 
cian or  health  officer  as  to  sanitation. 
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BULLOCK  COUNTY. 

HEALTH   officer's  EEPOBT  FOE  THE   YEAB  1883. 

To  the  Medical  SocUty  <^  BvHack  County, 

C.  H.  FronMin,  M.  D.,  Counly  Health  Officer: 

Gentlehen  :  Besides  the  work  done  in  this  departmeat 
of  our  public  hetiltli  system  for  the  year  just  past,  I  think  it 
uot  inappropriate  also  to  outline  some  of  the  difficulties  that 
interfere  with  its  more  successful  operatioii,  and  the  means 
that  seem  to  me  to  be  the  most  practicable  for  the  removal 
of  these  difficulties. 

There  have  been  no  serious  epidemics  during  the  year. 
During  the  months  of  August  and  September,  howeveV,  we 
had  quite  a  severe  visitation  of  malarial  fever— the  severest 
for  several  years,  jud^^ing  from  the  number  of  deaths  :  26  in 
the  county  during  these  two  months  alone.  There  were 
during  the  entire  year  from  this  caose  alone  44  deaths,  which 
contrasts  severely  with  the  report  for  1882,  during  which 
year  there  wefe  reported  only  20  deaths. 

Next  in  order  of  severity  may  be  mentioned  typhoid  fever, 
from  which  we  have  19  d^ths  against  7  for  1882,  and  next, 
pneumonia,  from  which  we  have  17  deaths  against  4  for 
1882.  There  are  two  other  diseases  which  deserve  the  at- 
tention  of  medical  men  especially,  because  of  the  large  death 
rate  of  the  past  year,  namely :  phthisis  and  dropsy — having 
a  death  rate  for  the  whole  population,  for  the  past  year,  of 
17  and  16  respectively.  It  must  have  been  observed  by  all 
of  you,  I  think,  that  phthisis  is  a  much  more  common  and 
fatal  disease  among  the  colored  people  than  formerly.  Of 
the  number  reported,  16  of  them  were  black. 

It  is  worth  mentioning,  also,  that  there  werQ  11  deaths 
from  dysentery,  and  6  from  measles,  occurring  tolerably 
uniformly  over  the  county.  Both  of  these  diseases  pre- 
vailed for  a  time,  pretty  generally  throughout  the  southern 
part  of  the  State. 

Three  deaths  from  hemorrhagic  malarial   fever  were  re- 
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ported  from  the  westers  part  of  tbe  county.  No  deftth 
frnm  this  canse  was  reported  for  1H82,  aud  I  meDtion  it  odW 
becAuae  this  new  and  yet  imperfectl;  understood  diseaae  has 
attracted  so  mnch  atteotion  of  late  years.  I  tmst  each 
member  of  the  society  will  make  oarefal  esamination  of  the 
vital  statistic  reports,  and  especially  of  his  own  health  pre- 
cinct, and  let  ns  glean  all  tbe  knowledfi^  from  this  very 
elaborate  expose  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  ooanty  that 
is  iivailable.  I  am  snre  you  will  find  the  reports  correct. 
They  contain  a  fand  of  information  that  is  too  valuable  and 
cost  too  much  work  to  be  passed  over  with  superficial  exam- 
inations. The  more  interest  you  take  in  them  the  more  I 
shall  be  inspired  in  my  efforts  to  make  perfect  reports — re- 
ports alike  creditable  to  the  intelligence  of  the  medical 
faculty  of  our  county  and  the  sanitary  advantages  they  are 
capable  of  Bubserving. 

Fully  a  dozen  cases  of  rabies  in  dogs  were  reported  dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  the  summer  by  citizens,  and  one  case 
of  death  from  hydrophobia,  but  tbe  physician  attending  the 
case  was  not  sufficiently  xell  satisfied,  from  tbe  meagre 
means  he  had  of  getting  at  all  tbe  facts,  to  so  class  and  re- 
port it  That  there  was  some  diseaae  resembling  in  many 
respects  rabies  among  the  d(^,  is  very  certain,  but  we  are 
inclined  to  doubt,  from  a  studious  observation  of  several 
of  the  diseased  animals  that  came  under  notice,  that  the 
malady  was  genuine  rabies.  Nevertheless,  the  apprehen- 
sion of  our  citizens  was  such  that  the  board  of  health  in- 
structed me  to  ask  tbe  town  council  to  pass  an  ordinance, 
requiring  owners  of  suspected  animals  to  have  them  muz- 
zled or  confined  during  the  active  symptoms  of  the  disease. 

A  case  of  small-pox,  in  its  modified  form  of  varioloid,  oc- 
corred  on  the  16tb  of  October  in  tbe  person  of  J.  N.  John- 
son, at  the  Josephine  Ilotel,  in  Union  Springs.  I  was 
absent  at  the  time,  being  detained  at  court  in  Tuskegee,  bnt 
on  being  informed  of  the  facts,  telegraphed  Dr.  S.  M.  Hogan, 
president  of  the  board  of  health,  to  act  as  health  officer  un- 
til the  court  would  permit  me  to  return.  The  case  was 
removed  to  the  residence  in  tbe  cemetery,  isolated,  and  pro- 
vided a  nurse  who  bad  bad  smalUpox.  Br.  Hogan  oon- 
13 
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tinned  to  treat  the  case  until  it  recovered.  The  iomateB  of 
the  Josephine  Hotel  were  quarantined,  as  were  also  other 
exposed  persons,  and  vaooinated  and  revaooinated.  The 
town  council  furnished  free  vaooine  and  the  health  officer 
ordered  to  vaccinate  all  indi|;eQt  applicants.  The  e:[p08ed 
were  kept  under  quarantine  for  twenty  days,  when  the  sev- 
eral apartments  occupied  by  them  were  thorouf^hly  disin- 
feoted  and  whitewashed.  The  measures  carried  unt  by  the 
town  council  under  the  board  of  health  were  thought  by 
some  to  be  too  rigorous,  but  they  succeeded  in  preventiuR 
the  occurrence  of  other  cases,  and  we  were  conf^atulated  by 
the  State  health  officer  npon  our  success  in  preventing  any 
further  development  of  the  disease. 

I  have  repeatedly  examined  the  county  jail.  The  jail 
itself  and  its  suroundings  are  well  kept  There  has  been 
no  death,  nor  any  serious  disease  amongst  its  inmates  dur- 
ing the  year.  At  the  several  visits  made,  the  prisoners 
looked  cheerful  and  expressed  themselves  as  well  provided 
with  sufficient  well-prepared  food,  bed  clothes  and  facilities 
for  sufficiently  warming  the  building. 

I  have  also  visited  the  county  poor-house  several  times. 
It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
commissioners  court  have  just  completed  six  spacious  and 
comfortable  new  houses  for  the  poor,  situated  on  a  most 
elevated,  beautifully  shaded  and  healthful  location.  The 
houses  are  complete,  having  all  the  conveniencen  for  com- 
fort and  health,  and  reflect  credit  upon  the  court  as  well  as 
conferring  a  just  benefit  npon  this  unfortunate  class  of  our 
fellow  citizens. 

The  difficulties  of  collecting  vital  statistics  depend  lai^ely 
upon  a  want  of  a  general  appreciation  of  the  objects  to  be 
attained.  Much,  also,  depends  upon  an  ignorance  of  the 
proper  methods  of  doing  it  That  an  enlightened  people 
like  ours  will  come  to  understand  that  every  advance  in  pub- 
lic hygiene  must  depend  upon  carefully  kept  vital  statistics, 
I  have  no  doubt  and  that  thereupon  better  effi>rts  and  easier 
methods  for  their  collection  will  be  devised  I  am  equally 
certain. 

Already  I  notice,  and  I  think  it  must  be  obvious  to  all 
of  you,  that  there  is  an  increasing  interest  .being  taken  in 
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this  great  work.  This  ie  evidenced  b;  comparison  of  oar 
reports  for  this  year  with  those  of  last 

This  year  we  have  reported  a  total  of  673  birtha,  against 
550  for  1882.  There  have  been  this  year  reported  a  total' 
of  289  deaths  against  156  for  1882.  I  make  this  favorable 
oompariaon  becanse  of  the  deeper  interest  you  have  all 
taken  and  the  more  active  assistance  yon  have  rendered  me. 
Let  Qs  strive  t<^ether  that  the  ensuing  report  shall  compare 
sj  f»vorably  with  the  one  now  being  made. 

There  are  many  difficnlties  to  overcome,  before  the  negli- 
gence and  indifference  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  assist  can 
be  thoroughly  removed ;  but  if  each  one  of  us  will  do  the 
duty  that  legitimately  falls  to  his  share,  the  difficnlties  will 
speedily  diminish,  and  we  shall  all  make  it  a  work  of  love, 
not  only  for  the  benefit  of  medical  science,  but  for  the  ben- 
efit of  hnmanity  at  large. 

It  will  not  in  this  enlightened  day  be  asked  by  any  physi- 
cian, what  benefits  are  to  be  derived  by  vital  statistics?  The 
subject  was  so  thoroughly  discussed  several  years  ^o  as  to 
render  it  fully  settled.  But  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the 
benefits  thus  derivable  upon  our  minds  more  unalterably,  it 
is  not  inappropriate  to  repeat  some  of  the  more  important 
ones,  which  I  can  not  do  better  than  to  quote  the  terse  lan- 
guage of  Professor  Cfaaille.  "Every  argument,"  says  Prol 
Chains,  "  which  favors  the  establishment  of  boards  of  health 
is  an  argument  in  favor  of  vital  statistics,  since  without  vital 
.statistics  the  public  is  destitute  of  the  only  valid  teat  of  the 
value  of  a  bowl  of  health.  Every  newspaper  furnishes  the 
statistics  of  the  cotton  crop,  and  if  a  human  being  is  more 
valuable  than  a  bale  of  cotton,  then  the  statistics  of  the  hu- 
man crop  is  more  valuable  than  the  statistics  of  the  cotton 
crop.  Tital  statistics  furnish  unerring  lessons  as  to  the 
health,  prosperity  and  morals  of  a  people.  Tfaey  teach  the 
influence  of  marri^e  on  illegitimacy  and  morality;  the  fe- 
cundity of  the  whole  people  and  the  races  thereof,  the  vital 
force  of  the  children,  the  duration  of  life,  with  its  expecta- 
tion and  value  for  all  ages  and  races ;  tfae  causes  generating 
disease,  and  the  removal  of  these  morbific  causes,"  &&,  &o. 
(Trans.  Am.  Med.  Asso.  1879.) 

Dr.  J.  S.  Billings,  of  the  army,  expresses  it  less  concisely, 
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bat,  if  possible,  more  beautifally,  in  the  followini;  words, 
namely :  "  Upon  the  possibilitj  of  obtaining  vital  statistios 
depends  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of  preventive  med- 
.ioine  as  a  scisnce,  since  that  vbicb  chemistry  was  before  the 
application  of  the  balance,  or  astronomy  bufore  the  construc- 
tion of  charts — sach  is  public  hygiene  without  registration 
of  vital  statistics." 

The  increased  interest  that  is  being  taken  in  vital  statis- 
tics everywhere  induces  me  to  indulge  the  hope  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  make  substantial  improvement  in  another  report 
It  requires  only  that  the  people  generally  shall  appreciate 
the  importance  of  this  matter.  Such  education  is  neces- 
sary, especially  where  the  genesis  of  power  exists  in  the 
people.  Therefore,  it  seems  desirable  that  our  common 
schools  should  undertake  to  teach  the  elements  of  anatomy 
and  physiology  upon  which  all  intelligent  knowledge  of  hy- 
giene depends.  It  will  be  recollected  that  I  made  some 
effort  in  this  direction  last  year.  The  success,  though  not 
very  considerable,  was  so  gratifying  as  to  render  it  tolerably 
certain  that  very  much  may  be  done  in  this  direction  the 
ensuing  year. 

Another  important  work  to  be  done,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
better  education  of  the  midwives  of  the  county.  This  is  a 
work  that  may  be  regarded  by  some  as  impracticable.  But 
it  seems  to  me  not  to  be  wholly  so.  Their  extreme  ignorance 
is  a  crying  evil,  when  we  consider  it  in  relation  to  the  im- 
portant duties  of  assisting  in  the  lying-in  chamber.  Fortu- 
nately most  natural  cases  of  labor  terminate  favorably  with- 
out obstetric  interference;  but  it  requires  an  almost  equal 
amount  of  intelligence  to  know  when  not,  as  to  know  when 
to  interfere.  There  are  a  few  popular  works  on  the  lying-in 
woman,  written  in  such  easy  style  as  to  be  to  a  considerable 
extent  intelligible  to  the  better  class  of  colored  midwives. 
These  I  shall  try  to  get  into  their  hands.  Most  midwivra 
evince  a  desire  to  learn.  I  have  seen  them  listen  patiently 
and  intelligently  to  little  lectures  on  the  nature  of  their  du- 
ties,.and  I  think  that  much  good  may  he  done  in  this  way. 

Finally,  I  shall  try  to  get  into  the  hands  of -each  assistant 
health  officer  a  well  bound  book  of  blanks  of  registry  of 
birth  and  death  reports.    The  State  Health  Officer,  Dr. 
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Goohran,  thioks  that,  coald  this  be  done,  the  problem  of 
vital  statistics  in  the  cotmty  would  be  solved.  These  books 
will  last  for  years,  and  the  benefits,  to  the  assistant  health  ~ 
officers,  of  their  aocnmalated  treasoree  will  be  immense. 

The  work  neoeasar;  to  inangnrate  these  little  reforms  may 
seem  considerable,  bnt  each  anocess  that  is  made  will  dimin- 
ish the  a^regate  of  difficulties,  and  soon  the  general  intel- 
ligence thns  patiently  attained  will  be  sufficient  by  its  own 
momentam  to  achieve  these  very  desirable  ends. 

I  beg  that  all  of  yon  cooperate  with  nte  in  the  carrying 
oat  of  these  objects.  See  the  teachers  of  year  schools  and 
discQSB  with  them  the  benefits  of  t-eaching  physiology  and 
hygiene  in  their  achoole.  Impress  npon  the  midwives,  who 
are  nnder  year  control  and  who  naturally  look  to  yon  for 
mnch  advice  and  instmction,  the  importance  of  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  natnre  of  their  datiea,  and,  where  practi- 
cable, induce  them  to  purchase  a  copy  of  the  book  referred 
to  above. 

0.  H.  Fbamklim, 
Health  Officer  Bnllock  County. 

BBPOBT  OF  THB  BOARD  Of  OBNS0B8. 

The  snbjoined  is  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Cen- 
sors to  the  Uedioal  Society  of  Bollock  county  for  the  year 
1683: 

Gebtlbhen — Daring  the  year  we  have  held  five  meetings, 
regular  and  special,  of  the  board. 

Early  in  January  Dr.  S.  M.  Hogan  resigned  his  position 
as  Health  Officer,  and  Dr.  C.  H.  Franklin  waa  elected  to  fill 
the  nnexpired  term.  Dr.  Hogan  was  elected  president  of 
the  board,  and  0.  H.  Franklin  secretary  and  treasarer. 

We  have  made  one  medical  examination — that,  namely,  of 
Dr.  James  Monroe  Bean,  a  gradnate  of  the  Medical  Univer- 
sity of  Lonisiana.  We  observed  the  rules  rigidly  laid  down 
in  the  book  of  the  rules  for  such  examinations.  His  exam- 
ination was  satisfactory  to  the  board,  and  he  was  granted  a 
license.  The  examination  papers  were  promptly  forwarded 
to  the  Senior  Cenf-or  of  the  State  I  oard.  Dr.  B.  F.  Darnell 
was  granted  license  under  the  taw  without  examination.  We 
have  also  granted  a  license,  as  pharmacist,  to  W.  E.  Mc- 
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The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  the  assiatant  health  offi- 
cere  and  health  precincts  throoghout  the  countj : 

Midway — Dr.  W.  A,  Mayee. 

EnoD  and  SuspanBion — Dr.  C.  H.  Jernigan. 

Union  Springs — Dr.  I.  L.  Watkins. 

Bidgeley — Dr.  N,  M,  Bledsoe. 

Indian  Creek — Dr.  W.  B.  Thomaaon. 

Perote— Dr.  W.  A-  Walker. 

Inverness — Dr.  B.  P.  Darnell. 

Highlog— Dr.  0.  T.  Fitzpatrick. 

tJnion  Church  and  Bmceville — Dr.  B.  J.  Dismakes. 

Farriorrille — Dr.  J.  H.  Reynolds. 

These  gentlemen  have  all  accepted  the  positions  cheerfully 
and  are  discharging  the  duties  faithfully.  The  health  o£G> 
cer  submito  his  report  to  na,  which  we  find  to  be  correct. 
As  these  reports  will  become  a  valuable  treasure  in  a  statis' 
tical  point  of  view  to  the  society,  as  well  as  the  protession 
and  laity  at  large,  we  recommend  that  the  secretary  be  in- 
structed to  have  them,  with  the  previous  statistical  reports, 
bound  in  such  a  way  that  they  may  be  preserved  and  of  easy 
reference  to  the  profession. 

We  have  also  examined  the  books  of  the  treasurer  and 
secretary,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  We  recommend 
that  their  abstract  reports  be  bound  with  the  general  trans- 
actions of  the  society. 

In  the  conclusion  of  this,  our  third  report,  we  congratu- 
late our  society  upon  the  very  manifest  improvement  that  is 
going  on  in  the  profession  throughout  the  county,  and,  in- 
deed, throughout  the  State. 

It  is  due  to  the  organized  effort  of  thoughtful  and  honest 
men — men  who  are  working  with  unselfish  devotion,  not 
only  for  the  advancement  of  scientific  medicine  and  general 
sanitation,  but  that  the  morale  of  the  profession  shall  be 
purified  and  elevated. 

S.  M.  HoQAM,  M.  D.,  President 
C.  H.  Fbahkltn,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
W.  K.  Jones,  M.  D, 
R  li.  BoTT,  M.  D. 
0.  H.  Jernigab,  M.  D. 

County  Board  of  Censors. 
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OoTJUTT  Health  OmoEB's  Repobt  tov.  Bdllook  Ooubty  for 
1884— C.  H.  FRANELUt,  Heftlth  Officer. 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  BvBock  County : 

QEHrLEMEM — As  CouDty  Healtb  Officer,  I  have  the  pleas- 
DT6  herewith  to  submit  my  report  for  1884. 

Ton  will  observe  that  I  have  made  a  separate  report  for 
Union  Spriags,  aa  also  for  the  county  exclosive  of  Union 
Spriof^  In  the  following  comparisons,  however,  that  I 
shall  make  with  last  year's  report,  I  have  embraced  that 
also  of  Union  Sprinf^,  to  avoid  confusion. 

Ttae  anmber  of  dMtba  Iiom  bU  oaosm  lor  IB83  wm 3H9 

ISSiwu 342  - 

0(  tbe  deaths  io  Itt63  th»a  were  whites..    73 

bUck* 817 

Ot  tli«  deaths  ID  I B)M  there  were  whites 78 


From  the  forgoing  qomparison,  it  would  appear  that 
there  had  been  greater  mortality  during  1884  than  the  pre- 
vious year,  but  I  am  very  cou&dent  that  the  excess  of  deaths 
in  1884  is  due  to  the  more  thorough  collection  of  the  statis- 
tics. This  statement  is  verified  by  the  much  larger  number 
ol  births  reported  than  for  the  previous  year,  as  well  as  the 
relatively  leas  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic  causes  than 
in  1883.  We  may,  however,  except  from  the  general  state- 
ment malarial  fever  and  phthisis.  Of  the  former  there  was 
quite  as  severe  a  visitation  as  in  1883,  and  of  phthisis  the 
number  of  deaths  was  considerably  larger. 


Ill  1883  denths  tR>in  miilArial  fover  were 44 

Id18»*      "  "  "  '■         "    66 

Of  the  deiitlu  trom  mKlkml  (ever  Id  1883  there  were  whites 13 

blocks 33 

Ot  the  dsAtha  ttota  tatilaxitil  fever  in  1881  there  were  whites 18 

bUoks  40 

Showing  about  the  same  ratio  of  deaths  in  black  and 
white  from  this  cause.  Phthisis  is  the  next  highest  in  tbe 
mortality  list 

There  were  Id  1883,  (rODi  this  oanse 17  dMllw 

1884. • sa   " 

White  dwtUia  in  1888  w«n 1 
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Blaok  deaAH  in  1883  were 

White  deaths  in  1881  were 


The  reports  for  both  years,  it  will  be  seen,  Bhow  a  large 
preponderance  of  deaths  among  the  blaeka. 

Oar  climate  seems  to  have  no  special  influence,  other  than 
a  benign  one,  on  any  of  the  diseases  than  malarial  fever 
and  phthisis,  and  of  phthisis  only,  so  far  as  the  black  race 
is  concerned.  During  the  summer  and  early  fall,  especially 
when  the  seasons  are  alternately  wet  and  dry,  with  pro- 
tracted solar  beat  (these  conditions  being  regarded  as  most 
favorable  for  its  development),  we  have  much  malarial 
■  ferer. 

The  two  years  jnst  passed  have  been  remarkable  for  its 
prevalence,  there  being  as  many  deaths  from  this  as  any 
other  two  canses. 

We  are  not  so  definite  as  to  the  cause  of  phthisis  as  it 
occurs  in  the  black  race.  Its  Tery-  great  death  rate  should 
make  it  the  subject  of  more  study  and  clinical  investigation 
than  it  has  hitherto  had. 

Before  and  for  several  years  after  the  late  war,  I  have 
been  told  by  observant  and  old  practitioners,  as  well  as  by 
several  intelligent  slaveholders,  that  the  disease  was  so  rare 
that  the  negro  was  regarded  as  exempt  from  it  So  far  as 
I  can  recollect,  it  has  been  less  than  ten  years  that  the  dis- 
ease has  prevailed  among  them  to  any  noted  extent  True, 
without  the  aid  of  vital  statistics,  we  can  not  safely  venture 
an  opinion  as  to  the  degree  of  prevalence  of  any  particular 
disease,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  have  been  less  than  five  years 
that  it  assumed  anything  like  the  gravity  that  it  now  pos- 
sesses. The  hope  is  that  we  shall  be  able  to  so  protract 
and  perfect  the  vital  statistics  of  the  county  as  to  make 
them  very  valuable  authority  on  subjects  of  this  kind. 

Let  us  enquire  why  the  negro  is  more  subject  to  this  dis- 
ease DOW  than  heretofore.  We  should  expect  to  find  it  in 
his  hygienic  surroundings,  so  far  as  food,  cleanliness,  ven^ 
tilation  and  undue  exposure  are  ooncemed.  Whilst  it  must 
be  evident  to  all  of  us  that  the  general  condition  of  the 
negro  has  been  macb  improved  by  his  emancipation,  I  am 
not  BO  certain  that  his  knowledge  or  observance  of  personal 
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hygiene  baa  been  increased — indeed,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  is  BO  good — and  this  circamHtance  may,  and  I  doubt  not 
does  contribute  lai^ely  to  its  latality,  and  possibly  to  its 
canse.  We  wonld  naturally  expect  such  a  result  among  the 
lowest  class  of  them,  where  we  find  its  greatest  prevalence. 

May  it  not  also,  in  a  sense,  be  epidemic?  You  are  all 
&miliaT  with  the  modem  theory  that  phthisis  is  a  zymotic 
disease.  If  so,  may  we  not  just  now  be  having  an  epidemic 
visitation  of  it?  The  duration  of  its  prevalence  certainly 
seems  very  long,  as  compared  with  the  duratiou  of  other 
epidemics.  But  different  epidemics  have  different  limiting 
causes.  Yellow  fever,  and  to  some  extent  cholera,  small- 
pox and  typhoid  fever,  are  limited  by  temperature,  but  no 
special  limitations,  unless  it  be  the  exhaustion  of  suscepti- 
ble material,  are  known  for  many  other  diseases  that  are  at 
times  regarded  as  epidemic.  So  possibly  with  phthisis. 
The  micro-organisms,  extrinsic  probably,  may  have  the 
power  of  infecting  those  whose  vitality  has  been  lowered 
by  the  defective  hygiene  referred  to  above. 

As  counter  to  this  theory,  it  may  be  asked  why  the  whites 
do  not  suffer  relatively  as  largely.  We  have  seen  from  the 
reports  that  the  white  race  is  nearly  exempt,  even  those 
with  the  poorest  possible  hygienic  surroundings. 

The  white  man  has  greater  natural  vitality  than  the 
negro,  due  probably  to  his  better  developed  nervous  system 
and  his  larger  lung  capacity  by  one-third,  and  with  his  bet- 
ter hygienic  care  of  himself  when  sick,  better  able  to  resist 
the  encroachments  of  the  disease.  This  may  account,  in  a 
measure,  for  his  immunity. 

I  am  sorry  that  there  seems  to  be  no  process  of  reason- 
ing  that  certainly  reaches  the  truth  in  this  matter,  but  hope 
conGdently  that  medical  attention  may  be  so  directed  to 
this  important  subject  that  we  shall,  in  the  near  future, 
have  an  elucidation  of  it 

Other  epidemic  diseases  have  prevailed  to  less  degree 
than  in  1883. 

There  were  io  1883,  from  typhoid  fever. 19  daatlu 

1884,    "        '•  " 11    " 

1883,  from  mcMlee 6    " 

1684,    '■         "       0    •• 
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Theee  compariBons  mifi;ht  be  extended  almoat  indefinitely, 
the  fand  of  information  obtainable  from  carefully  kept  vital 
Btatietics  being  almost  inexhaostible. 

In  a  compariaon  of  the  births  of  the  present  with  the  re- 
port of  1883,  we  obtain  the  following  aammary : 

Tbera  were  in  1B83 .       673  birtl's. 

1884 Bia      " 

OsDeral  birth  rate  for  1SS3 'J3.S2  per  I.IHK) 

That  of  188* ai*.07       " 

The  ratio  of  births  between  whites  and  blacks  will  be  seen 
from  the  statistics  not  to  be  very  materially  different  It 
may  be  interesting  in  its  bearing  on  the  morality  of  the 
ooanty  to  state  that  during  the  year  1883  there  were  120 
illegitimate  births  reported,  of  which  fifteen  were  mulnttees, 
and  two  white. 

In  1684  there  were  149  illegitimate  births,  of  which  twelve 
were  mulattoes  and  one  white.  Supposing  the  actual  birth 
rate  to  be  the  same  for  both  years,  our  report  for  1884  indi- 
cates ait  improvement  of  abont20  per  centum  over  the  year 
1883.  This  is  a  very  substantial  argument  in  favor  of  the 
opinion  that  we  shall,  in  a  very  few  years,  be  able  te  make 
thoroughly  correct  reports.  It  requires  only  that  we  shall 
work  together  with  that  earnestness  that  has  characterized 
our  efforts  the  previous  ydar. 

I  think  that  all  the  health  precincts  are  fairly  well  oi^an- 
ized.  Each  assistant  health  officer  bos  the  work  at  heart, 
and  the  midwives  have  acquired  a  better  comprehension  of 
their  duties  and  are  making  their  reports  more  cheerfully 
and  promptly.  If  each  assistant  health  officer  will  sys- 
tematize his  plan  of  work  he  can  in  a  short  time  see  and  so 
instruct  every  midwife  in  his  beat  that  the  few  apparent  de- 
fects may  be  entirely  corrected.  If  the  division  of  labor  is 
properly  made  the  amount  of  necessary  work  for  each  will 
be  small.  This  supposes,  of  omrse,  that  every  one  should 
do  his  or  her  individual  duties,  aud  no  assistant  health 
officer  should  be  content  until  every  one  under  his  control 
does  so. 

Early  in  the  year  I  issued  the  following  circular  letter  to 
the    midwives.    I  sent  one  to  each  of    the  midwives    in 
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the  conntj,  and  a  few  for  special  distiributioD  to  each  bealtli 
(^fficer: 

OIROULAB  LETTEB,   NO.   1. 

Omca  OP  THE  BoABD  OP  Health  op  Bollock  County,  Ala., 

Union  SpringB,  June  2ti,  1884 
To  the  Midwives  of  BvUock  County  : 

Tbe  work  of  getting  up  all  the  births  and  deaths  in  our 
conntj  has  been  in  operation  nearly  three  years.  A  better 
understanding  of  the  law  requiring  it,  and  appreciation  of 
the  benefits  derived  from  it,  have  contributed  macb  to  tbe 
gradual  improvement  we  are  making,  but  the  reports  from 
the  various  midwives  are  yet  far  from  being  complete,  as  the 
law  contemplates  they  ahonld  be. 

This  circular  letter  is  addresed  to  you  with  the  hope  of 
inducing  yon  to  make  a  cbeerful  effort  to  make  perfect  re- 
ports from  every  neighborhood  in  the  county. 

I  nrge  upon  you  the  fact  that  it  is  your  duty  to  report 
every  case  of  birth  or  death  occurring  within  your  knowl- 
edge, whether  yon  attend  it  as  midwife  or  not,  provided 
there  is  do  physician  or  midwife  attending  the  case,-  in 
which  event,  of  course,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  one  at- 
tending it. 

It  is  your  duty  to  get  as  full  a  rejtort  as  possible  of  all 
tbe  births  and  deaths  that  occur  in  your  neighborhood.  If 
you  can  not  get  all  the  facta  in  answer  to  the  questions  on 
the  blanks  for  making  tbe  reports,  get  as  many  as  you  can 
and  forward  the  reports  to  your  beat  health  officer.  Have 
the  answers  all  written  plainly.  If  you  can  not  write  well 
yourself,  get  some  intelligent  friend  to  fill  out  the  report  for 
yon.  It  will  be  a  gopd  plan  to  preserve  all  yonr  reports 
until  about  tbe  end  of  the  month,  and  then  carry  or  send 
them  to  yonr  beat  health  officer ;  or,  if  it  should  be  more 
convenient,  yon  can  send  them  to  me.  By  all  means  yon 
should  make  a  report  once  a  month  to  your  beat  health 
officer.  Even  if  yon  have  attended  no  case  of  "labor,"  nor 
have  knowledge  of  any  death  in  your  neighborhood,  yon 
should  still  make  the  report  to  him  so  that  he  may  know 
yon  are  not  neglecting  yonr  daty.    Yonr  beat  health  officers 
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will  famish  yoa  all  the  blanks  jon  need,  both  for  birth  and 
death  reports.  • 

You  may  make  your  mootbly  visits  to  your  health  officers 
profitable  to  you,  as  you  will  find  them  glad  to  give  you  any 
advice  yoa  may  be  in  need  of  in  the  conduct  of  labor,  or  in 
the  general  managemeat  of  yonr  casea  Yon  will,  moreover, 
find  them  willing  to  assist  you  in  the  management  of  any 
difficult,  or  unnatural  cases,  and  I  recommend  that  you  have 
them,  or  some  other  convenient  physician,  sent  for  to  assist 
you  whenever  grave  difficulties  occur. 

I  give  you  the  names  of  the  different  health  officers  of  the 
different  beats,  so  that,  knowing  which  beat  you  live  in,  you 
can  easily  know  who  your  health  officer  is : 

Midway  beat — Dr.  W.  A-  Mayes. 

Union  Springs  beat — Dt.  I.  li.  Watkins. 

Indian  Creek  beat — Dr.  W.  6.  Thomasson. 

Thomasville  beat— Dr.  B.  F.  Darnell. 

Bruceville  and  Union  Church  beats — Dr.  B.  J.  Dismnkea 

Enon  and  Suspension  beats — Dr.  C.  H.  •lernigan. 

Bidgely  beat— Dr.  N.  M.  Bledsoe. 

Perote  beat— Dr.  VV.  A.  Walker. 

Greenwood  beat — Dr.  0.  T.  Fitzpatrick. 

Farriorville  beat — Dr.  J.  H.  Beynolds. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  I  am  depending  upon 
you  largely  for  the  correctness  of  our  reports,  and  that  con- 
tinued neglect  will  subject  you  to  the  risk  of  indictment  and 
fine.  I  am  free  to  say,  however,  that  I  entertain  the  hope 
that  you  will  do  your  duty  without  the  necessity  of  being 
forced  by  law  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  C,  H.  Fkanklim,  M.  D., 

County  Health  Officer. 

I  have  been  assured  from  many  sources  that  they  did 
good.  I  hope  to  issue  one  or  more  similar  ones  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  trust  that  the  health  officers  may  cooperate 
with  me  in  the  effort  for  a  general  diffaaion  of  information 
among  the  midwives. 

In  writing  on  the  subject  of  vital  statistics  in  Ay  report 
for  1883, 1  used  the  following  sentences  and  estracte,  whiob 
are  of  such  importance  that  I  beg  to  make  them  a  part  of 
this  report^  namely : 
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"The  difficnltj  of  colleotitif;  vital  statistics  depends 
la^^lj  upoQ  a  want  of  a  geoeral  appreciation  of  their  value 
in  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  That  an  enlightened  people 
like  onrs  will  come  to  understand  that  every  advance  in 
pablic  hjgiece  must  depend  npon  carefoU;  kept  vital  sta- 
tiittics  I  have  no  doubt,  and  that  adequate  methods  will  be 
devised,  I  am  equally  certain.  The  progress  of  the  times 
requires  it.  These  subjects  were  so  thoroughly  discussed 
some  years  ago,  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  repeat  the 
arguments  again,  but  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  them  more 
steadfastly  in  our  minds,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  re- 
peat some  of  them,  which  I  can  not  do  better  than  to  quote 
the  terse  language  of  Prof.  Chaille.  "Every  argument," 
saya  Dr.  Ohaille,  "which  favors  the  establishment  of  boards 
of  health  is  an  argument  in  favor  of  vital  statistics,  since 
'  without  vital  statistics  the  public  is  destitute  of  the  only 
valid  test  of  the  value  of  a  board  of  health.  Every  news- 
paper furnishes  the  statistics  of  the  cotton  crop,  and  if  a 
human  being  is  more  valuable  than  a  bale  of  cotton,  then 
the  statistics  of  the  human  race  is  more  valuable  than  the 
statistics  of  the  cotton  crop." 

In  my  previous  report  I  referred  to  the  advisability  of 
inducing  our  teachers  to  introduce  into  their  schools  the 
study  of  physiology  and  hygiene.  I  am  gratified  to  be  able 
to  state  that  most  of  the  schools  among  the  whites  have 
done  so.  I  think  by  Mr.  Titcomb's  act,  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  this  is  now,  in  a  mod- 
ified sense,  a  part  of  the  school  law ;  but  much  can  be  done 
by  us  towards  its  speedy  and  efiective  introduction,  and  from 
the  obvious  benefits  to  be  obtained  in  so  doing,  I  ask  thf^t 
each  one  of  us  do  what  he  can  towards  its  introduction  into 
the  schools  of  his  precinct. 

It'  is  our  prerogative  to  study  the  hygiene  of  our  schools, 
such  as  the  style  of  the  buildings,  ventilation  and  light,  to- 
gether with  style  of  seats,  hours  of  study,  exercise,  &c.  The 
physical  and  mental  development  of  the  child  depends 
largely  npon  the  character  of  these,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  they  are  not  made  more  the  subject  of  scientific  study. 
None  are  more  capable  of  doing  it  than  the  physician,  and 
nothing  would  give  him  a  stronger  hold  upon  his  people 
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than  for  them  to  feel  ttiat  he  had  their  whole  sauitary  wel- 
fare at  heart 

Onr  jail  is  well  kept,  so  far  as  I  can  judge.  I  have  made 
several  visits  to  it  during  the  year.  It  seems  to  me  to  he  as 
well  warmed  and  ventilated  as  is  compatible  with  the  safe  - 
keeping  of  its  inmates.  There  has  been  no  death  or  very 
serious  sickness  among  the  prisoners  daring  the  year,  and 
I  think  they  have  had  ample  and  efficient  medical  attention. 

Our  poor  house  buildings  are  objects  of  general  admira- 
tion. The  tract  of  land,  eighty  acres,  on  which  they  are 
situated  is  an  elevated,  well  drained  upland  post  oak  ridge, 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  the  court  house.  There  are 
four  comfortably  arranged,  double-room  framed  buildings, 
stacked  chimneys  and  closets,  with  front  verandahs.  The 
three  eastern  ones  are  occupied  by  blacks,  and  the  western 
one  by  whites.  Besides  these  there  is  a  comfortable  four- 
room  house  situated  in  front  for  the  keeper.  They  are  sit- 
uated about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  public  road,  in  a 
most  beautiful  oak  grove.  They  are  probably  the  best  in 
the  State,  and  reflect  great  credit  npon  our  Commissioners 
Court,  as  well  as  conferring  a  deserved  benefit  upon  our  un- 
fortunate poor. 

C.  H.  Frankltn, 
County  Health  Officer. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE    BOARD    OF  CENSORS    OF  THE  KEDICAL 
SOCIETY  OF  HULLOOE   COUNTY  FOB  1884 

QenUemen : 

A.tour  meeting  in  January  Dr.  8.  M.  Hoganwas  re-elected 
president  of  the  board,  and  C.  H.  Franklin  Secretary.  At  the 
same  meeting  Dr.  B.  L.  Butt  tendered  his  resignation  as 
assistant  health  officer  of  Midway  beat  The  board  pro- 
ceeded to  elect ;  Dr.  W.  A.  Mayes  was  elected  to  fill  his  place. 

The  following  assistant  health  officers  were  elected  for  the 
several  health  precincts  for  the  year  : 

Dr,  W.  A,  May«n Best  No,  I 

Dr.  C.  H.  Jernigan "       3-12 

Dr.  I.  L.  Wttlkins "        3 

Dr.  N.  M.  Bladloe "        4 

Dr.  W.  B.  TbomasBon "        6 


D,^.,z.JbyCJOOJ^le 


COUNTY  BEPOirre — BCIiOOK.  196 

Dr.  W.A.  Wslkor Beat  Ko.  6 

Dr.  B.  F.  Dunall "        7 

Dr.C.  I'.  Fitxpatriak - "       8 

Dr.  B.  J.  DJamakea "        »-ll 

Dr.  J.  H.  BejDoldB "        lU 

These  K^ntlemen  all  accepted  the  trusts,  and  it  is  our        * 
pleasure  to  Btate  that  they  have  served  well. 

Mr.  Lee  Early  Cartledge,  of  Midway,  made  applicatioD  at 
OUT  January  meeting  to  dispense  ,drug8  as  a  pharmacist. 
After  satisfactory  exaiDioation  he  waa  licensed.  No  other 
examinations  have  been  made  durinfi;  the  year. 

There  have  been  no  epidemics  in  the  county  worthy  of 
note  during  the  year.  We  invite  the  attention  of  the  society 
to  the  health  officer's  report,  and  to  the  very  full  vital  sta* 
tistic's  report  for  full  particulars  of  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  county. 

We  have  discussed  in  an  informal  manner  the  propriety 
of  introducing  popular  works  on  midwifery  into  the  bands 
of  our  midwives,  but  of  all  the  works  that  have  been  sub- 
mitted for  our  examination  there  is  not  one  that  we  think 
sufficiently  simple  to  supply  the  need.  It  seems  to  us  that 
some  method  of  iustrnctinj^  the  midwives  in  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  their  duties  is  imperative.  An  examination  in  mid- 
wifery and  a  certificate  of  proficiency  ought,  we  think,  in  the 
near  future,  to  be  a  prerequisite  to  practice  this  art  Such 
an  achievement  must  of  course  be  slow  of  attainment,  but 
we  believe  that  the  progress  of  the  times  will  soon  require 
it  Our  State  Health  Officer  has  the  subject  under  consid- 
eration, and  we  indulge  the  hope  that  he  will  devise  meas- 
ures to  meet  the  necessity. 

The  work  of  gathering  vital  statistics  has  gained  fresh 
energy  at  each  years  practical  operation,  and  we  trust  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  com- 
plete reports.  We  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  physician, 
and  even  every  private  citizen,  to  aid  the  assistant  health 
officer  in  bis  health  precinct  in  this  important  work.  We 
think  the  general  public  are  now'  beginning  to  appreciate 
their  importance  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  and  trust  that 
such  cheerful  co-operatioD  will  be  given  the  health  officer 
aa  shall  secure  complete  reports. 
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We  have  esamiued  the  reports  of  the  treasarer  and  secre- 
tary for  tbe  year,  and  find  them  correct  and  well  kept 
Bespectfally  submitted, 

S.  M.  HooAN,  M.  D.,  President, 
C.  H.  F&AKKLIN,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 
W.  K.  Jones,  M.  D., 
C.  H.  Jbbnigan,  M.  D., 
B.  L.  Bdtt,  M.  D., 

Board  of  Cenaoia. 
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BUTLER  COUNTY. 


OFFtOE  OF  COCNTI  BOABD   OF  HEALTH, 

Greenville,  Ala.,  November  28, 1884. 
Dear  Doctor: 

Enclosed  yon  will  find  all  the  information  I  have  been 
able  to  f;et  from  Judge  Powell  relative  to  the  jail  and  poor 
houae  expenses  for  medical  treatment,  which,  I  Buppose,  is 
about  correct  so  far  as  those  indtitutiona  are  concerned. 
But  I  think  the  pauper  practice  ontside  of  the  poor  house 
will  far  exceed  $300.  When  Dr.  Steiner's  last  bill  for  the 
year  is  rendered  and  passed  on,  I  will  inform  jon  what  the 
whole  amount  ia. 

I  have  not  visited  the  jail  or  poor  house  this  year,  as  the 
commissioners  preferred  to  have  their  own  way.  Several 
years  ago  the  Butler  County  Board  of  Health  recommended 
that  the  poor  house  be  moved  to  a  more  healthful  locality, 
which  was  done.     I  enclose  report  of  the  late  grand  jury. 

If  there  is  anything  left  out  that  you  wish  to  know,  let 
me  know  what  it  is,  and  I  am  at  your  service. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

Job  Thiopen, 

Average  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  Butler 
county  jail  during  the  year  1884 : 

Males.  Females. 

White 3       3  0 

Black 7        5  3 

Total 10        8  a 

The  Court  of  County  Commissioners  contracted  with  I>r. 
S.  J.  Steiner  to  do  the  jail  practice  for  the  year  1884  for  $25. 
Cost  per  capita  $'2.50,  exclusive  of  medicine. 

Avera^^e  number  of  inmates  in  the  county  poor  house  : 

Males.*  Females. 

Adult  White  G        3  2 

Blaok 3        0  3 

iDbuit  White 1        0  1 


Total.. 
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Dr.  S.  J.  Steiner  contracted  with  the  Commiasiouers  Court 
to  do  the  poor  house  practice  for  the  year  1884  (or  $75. 
Cost  per  capita  $8.33},  exclusive  of  medicine. 

The  Commissioners  Court  employs  Dr.  S,  J.  Steiner  to 
attend  paupers  outside  of  the  poor  house,  when  called  upon. 
(When  Dr.  Steiner  can't  be  had,  some  other  physician  is 
employed  pro  letn.)  Coat  of  such  treatment,  eiclnsive  of 
jail  and  poor  house  practice,  about  $300,  perhaps  more,  ex- 
clusive of  medicine. 

I  learn  the  above  from  J.  L.  Powell,  Judge  of  I'robate, 
and  from  John  Grant,  ex-sheriff,  whose  term  of  office  has 
just  expired. 

Opfioe  op  Oomm  Board  of  Health, 

Oreenville,  Ala.,  December  9,  1884 
Dear  Doctor: 

Upon  exanaination  I  find  that  the  cost  of  medical  attend- 
ance to  paupers  outside  of  the  county  poor  house  was  far 
greater  than  Judge  Powell  told  me.  Bills  rendered  by  Dr. 
S.  J.  Steiner  and  allowed  by  the  Commissioners  Coart  were 
as  follows : 

Bill  rendered  February  11,  1884 $304  95 

August  11,  1884 458  30 

November  3,  1884 221  50 


Total $984  76 

A  part  of  the  bill  rendered  in  February  was  made  in  1884 
Sixty-one  dollars  has  been  allowed  Dr.  J.  B.  Kendrick,  and 
one  small  bill  allowed  Dr.  J.  C.  Kendrick,  amount  not  known 
tome. 

Several  years  ago  the  Butler  County  Board  of  Health  ad- 
vised the  commissioners  to  move  the  county  jtoor  house  from 
its  present  site,  five  miles  in  the  country,  to  town,  and  estab- 
lish s  hospital  in  connection  with  it ;  and  proposed  to  do 
the  practice  free  of  chaise  if  the  county  would  furnish  med- 
icine, &C.  The  proposition  was  not  accepted  ;  since  which 
time  the  board  of  health  has  paid  very  little  attention  either 
to  the  jail  or  poor  house. 

Bespectfully,  &c.. 

Job  Thiqpbn. 
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County  Health  Offioeb'b  Repobt  fob  1884. 

To  Ike  HonoraUe  CommisaioTiera  Court  of  BvHer  County  : 
I  beg  to  anbmit  this,  my  annoal  report  for  the  year  1881, 

first  for  the  oity  of  Greenville  and  second  for  the  county ; 
There  were  67  deaths  reported  in  the  city  of  Greenville, 
.  including  foar  stillbirths — white,  33;  black,  30;  mulatto,  4; 

aged  as  follows : 

Under  one  year 19 

One  to  two  yesra 1 

Two  to  three  years , 1 

Three  to  four  jreara 1 

Fonr  to  flT«yean 1 

Rve  to  t«u  yeBiB 4 

Ten  to  fifteen  years none 

Fifteen  to  twenty  j«axe 1 

Twenty  to  twenty-five  years 8 

Twenty-fivo  lo  thirty  yean 2 

Thirty  to  thirty-a»e  years  4 

Tblr^-flTe  to  forty  years 8 

Forty  to  torty-flTe  years 1 

Forty-fiYO  to  fifty  yean. 4 

Fifty  to  flfty-fiTe  yeare 2 

Fifty-flTe  to  sixty  years 3 

Siity  to  Biity-flve  years 3 

8iity-fiTe  to  eoTenty  years 1 

Baveaty  to  Berenty-five  years 8 

iJeventy-flve  to  eighty  years 1 

Eighty  to  one  bandied  years 4 

Popnlation,  total g  47I 

Deaths  per  1000 37_jl 

There  were  84  living  children  reported  to  have  been  bom 
in  the  city  of  Greenville,  and  four  still  births,  making  a  to- 
tal of  88,  as  follows : 
White 4^ 

M^o "":;"!!;:;;;;"""::;:  20 

Female q. 


Hale. . . . 
Hnlatto 


The  still  births  (4)  were  one  female,  white,  two  males, 
black,  and  one  female,  mulatto.    Grand  total,  eighty-eight' 
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BiHhs  per  1,000,  36.61,  as  ehown  by  forms  No.  4,  aod  5. 

Forms  No.  6  and  7  shows  the  sdbo&I  report  of  deaths  hj 
causes,  colors,  sexes,  mooths,  aod  ages,  as  jon  will  see  from 
examinatioD.  27.11  deaths  per  1,000  is  a  big  mortality,  but 
it  will  be  remembered  that  the  popnlatioo  of  Greenville  is 
probably  one-fifth  more  than  it  was  when  the  ceosos 
was  taken  in  1880.  Three  deaths  were  from  old  age,  three 
from  premature  birth,  and  four  still  births,  making  in  all 
ten  which  could  not  be  attributed  to  sickness  of  'any  kind. 
Subtract  these  from  the  total  deaths,  and  add  one-fifth  for 
increase  in  population  and  your  deaths  would  be  less  than 
twenty  per  one  thousand. 

No  contasiions  or  infectious  diseases  prevailed  in  yonr 
city  at  any  time  of  the  year,  and  but  few  deaths  are  re- 
ported from  any  one  disease  except  consumption,  from 
which  disease  seven  deaths  are  reported.  Two  deaths  are 
reported  from  malarial  fever,  one  from  hemorrhagic  mala- 
ria, and  four  from  congestion,  which  I  suppose  were  all  ma- 
larial origin,  and  which  aggregate  seven  deaths  from  mala- 
rial infiuences.  I  think  this  is  a  pretty  full  report  of  all  the 
births  and  deaths,  so  far  as  Greenville  is  concerned. 

There  were  236  deaths,  including  18  still  births,  reported 
in  Butler  county,  exclusive  of  Greenville,  as  follows : 


Female 

6 

Aged  as  follows : 

Two  to  three  yeara ; 

D„„.db,c;oogic 
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Tbr««  to  four  ywn 7 

Fonr  to  fiTe  ]r«an 4 

FiTe  to  ten  yean 20 

Teo  to  Bfleen  yenrs 13 

FiftesD  to  iwsDty  jtm 10 

Tweoty  to  Hreoty-fito  yenre  10 

Twenty-flte  to  thirty  yearn 8 

Thirty  to  thirty-fiTe  ysare  11 

Thirty-flTe  to  forty  yo»i»  13 

Forty  to  (orty-tl*e  yean  10 

Fortv-flve  to  fifty  jetat. 7 

Fifty  to  Bfty-flTS  jaani  3 

Fifty-flve  to  Biitj  yean 7 

Sixty  to  siity-flve  yean 10 

Siiiy-fiTe  to  seventy  yean 7 

Seventy  to  ieventy-five  yean 10 

Seventy-five  to  eighty  yean    3 

Eighty  to  one  ha Ddred 6 

Total  popnlMion 19,B8S 

Whito 10,703 

Colored 8,983 

Deethe  per  1000,  lotAl 16.39 

White 14.86 

Colored 16.91 

There  were  488  living  obildreii  reported  to  have  been 
born  in  the  couoty,  exolusive  of  GreenTille,  and  18  still 
birthfl,  as  followa :  ' 

White 362 

Unle 139 

Female. 133 

Black aOS 

Hale 116 

F«iBale 90 

Mulatto 21 

Male 10 

Female II 

Tot»l 488 

Hale 2G4 

Female 224 

Id  Greaovillu 88 

The  still  births  were  as  follow?: 

White 8 

Male. e 

Female 3 

Black e 
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Mala 7 

Female 3 

Mulatto ...  1 

Male 0 

Grand  total i 5M 

BLrths  per  1000,  total 30.17 

White 30.43 

Colored 38.83 

I  snbmit  forms  Ko.  4,  5,  6  and  7  for  joar  examioatioD. 
No.  6  ebowB  the  causes  of  deatli,  colors,  sexes  and  ages,  as 
jou  will  see  from  examination. 

Forty  deaths  from  coDgestion,  fifteen  from  malarial  fever, 
and  one  from  hemorrhagic  malarial  fever,  are  reported, 
making  forty-aix  in  all,  which  I  suppose  Are  all,  or  nearly 
all,  of  malarial  origin.  Malaria,  in  its  protean  forms,  was 
prevalent  throughout  your  county  daring  the  late  summer 
and  early  fall  Measles  prevailed  in  some  portions  of  the 
oounty  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  from  which  disease 
four  deaths  are  reported.  Five  cases  of  small-pox  occurred 
in  the  county — four  on  Long  creek,  in  beat  No.  1,  and  one 
in  Oeorgiana.  One  death  reported  from  small-pox.  A  de- 
tailed report  of  the  small-pox  cases  was  made  to  your  pre- 
decessors, and*  published  in  the  Advoccde.  I  am  confident 
that  there  were  a  good  many  births  and  deaths  in  the 
county  that  were  never  reported  to  me.  By  an  examination 
of  the  report  by  beats,  you  will  see  where  the  greatest  de- 
fects are.  It  is  sufficient  to  show  you,  however,  that  the 
system  is  perfectly  practicable,  and  is  very  little  trouble  to 
any  one  except  the  county  health  officer,  whose  duties  and 
labors  are  considerable.  The  system  of  coUectiug  the  vital 
statistics  of  the  State,  though  not  perfected,  is  said  by  ex- 
perienced statisticians  to  be  the  most  ingenious  ever  de- 
vised. 

The  practice  of  medicine  is  largely  aided  by  such  statis- 
tioa  from  European  countries,  and  furthermore,  they  have  a 
commercial  value.  The  teputation  of  a  State  or  a  com- 
munity for  health  has  a  vast  deal  to  do  with  immigration. 

Dr.  Jordan  says:  "Without  accurate  vital  statistics, 
public  hygiene  is  forced  to  grope  at  random  in  the  dark. 
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With  them,  od  the  contrary,  eanitary  scienod  will  advance 
with  rapid  and  easy  Btridea." 

Dr.  8.  E.  Chaille,  ol  New  Orleans,  eaya:  "Public  hy- 
giene derived  its  birth  from,  and  depends  for  its  fntore 
progresB  on  vital  statistics,  and  every  armament  which 
favors  the  establishment  of  boards  of  health  is  an  ai^a- 
flieut  in  behalf  of  vital  statistios ;  for,  while  a  board  of 
health  witboat  them  is  as  helpless  as  a  man  without  eyes 
to  guide  him,  so,  without  vital  statistics,  the  pnblio  is  des- 
titute of  the  only  valid  test  of  a  board  of  health.  If  a  hu- 
man being  is  much  more  valuable  to  the  State  than  is  a 
bale  of  cotton,  then  statistics  of  the  human  crop  would 
prove  much  more  valuable  than  statistics  of  the  cotton 
crop,  and  yet  every  newspaper  cau  and  does  furnish  statis- 
tics as  to  the  cotton  crop.  Vital  statistics  furnish  unerring 
lessons  as  to  the  health,  prosperity  and  morals  of  the 
people ;  they  teach  the  influences  of  marrif^es  on  illegiti- 
macy and  morality ;  the  fecundity  of  the  whole  people  and 
the  races  thereof;  the  vital  force  of  children;  the  duration 
of  life,  with  its  expectation  and  value  for  all  ages  and  races; 
the  influence  of  meteorology,  occupation,  locality,  in  geu- 
erating  disease  and  improving  health,  and  thereby  the  re- 
moval of  unfavorable  conditions,  always  found  even  where 
least  expected,  and  the  approach  of  morbific  storms,  by  ig- 
norance of  which  negligent  citizens,  and  even  nations,  have 
been  destroyed.  The  only  foundation  of  life  insurance, 
vital  statistics  seem  alike  to  guide  the  resident  and  the  im- 
migrant, the  capitalist  and  the  laborer,  the  politician  and 
the  statesman,  the  moralist  and  the  scientist.  Ignored  or 
disparaged  by  the  average  State  legislator,  they  have  been 
advocated  and  supported  by  Napoleon  and  Thiers,  by  Bis- 
marck and  Cavonr,  by  Gladstone  and  Disraeli ;  and  their 
establishment  has  become  a  test  of  the  degree  of  civiliza- 
tion reached  by  a  people  and  their  rulers." 

At  the  opening  of  the  new  buildings  of  the  Victoria 
Dwellings  Association,  the  Prime  Minister  of  England  said : 

"I  have  touched  upon  the  health  of  the  people,  and  I 
know  there  are  many  who  look  upon  that  as  an  amiable 
but  merely  philanthropic  subject  to  dwell  npon;  but  the 
truth  is  (bat  the  question  is  much  deeper  than  it  appears 
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apon  tbe  Bnrtaoe.  The  health  of  a  people  is  really  the 
foundation  npon  which  all  their  happineas  and  all  their 
power  as  a  State  depend.  It  is  quite  possible  for  a  king- 
dom to  be  inhabited  by  an  able,  active  population.  Ton 
may  have  a  prodnctive  agriculture,  the  arts  may  flonrish, 
and  architecture  may  cover  your  landa  with  temples  and 
palaces;  you  may  have  even  material  power  to  defend  and 
support  all  these  acquisitions ;  you  may  have  arms  of  pre- 
cision and  fleets  of  fish  torpedoes;  bat  if  the  popnlation 
of  that  country  is  stationary,  or  yearly  diminishes — if,  while 
it  diminishes  in  number  it  also  diminishes  in  statnre  and 
strength^ — that  country  is  ultimately  doomed." 

I  have  been  impelled  to  do  this  work  for  the  love  I  have 
for  my  profession,  believing  it  to  be  my  duty  to  demonstrate 
that  it  could  be  done  without  money ;  believing,  too,  that 
you  would  reasonably  compensate  me  for  the  work  done. 
Any  appropriation  you  may  see  fit  to  make  will  be  thank- 
fully received. 

Respectfully,  &c.. 

Job  Thiopbn,  M.  D., 

County  Health  officer. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  your  honorable  body  with  the 
request  that  jou  have  this  paper  published  in  the  Green- 
ville Advocate. 

SPECIAL  BEPOBT  oN  81CALL-P0X. 

To  the  ffoTWrcMe  Commissioners  Court  of  Sutler  County : 

On  the  29th  June,  Dr.  J,  W.  Blow  reported  a  case  of 
small-pox  about  nine  miles,  be  said,  from  Georgiana,  west, 
and  about  twenty  miles  southeast  of  Greenville.  A  white 
man  named  U.  Bascomb  Ardis,  who  was  supposed  to  have 
contracted  the  disease  in  Whistler.  Mr.  H.  C  Parker  also 
reported  the  same  case,  later  the  same  day,  and  said  there 
was  great  excitement  in  tbe  neighborhood.  I  advised  isola- 
tion and  the  procuring  of  a  nurse  who  had  bad  small-pox. 
Mr.  Richard  Wiggins  was  employed  to  nurse  him.  I  at 
once  ordered  by  telegram,  vaccine  virus,  and  also  notified 
Dr.  Oocbran,  State  Health  Officer,  by  telegram,  and  re- 
quested him  to  come  down.  I  wrote  Dr.  Blow  to  meet  Dr. 
Cochran  and  go  with  him  to  see  Ardis.    Dr.  Cocbran  came 
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tlie  next  day,  but  on  acconot  of  indispoaition,  Dr.  Blow  woe 
Dot  able  to  do  aB  requested,  and  no  arranf^ements  had  been 
made  to  oonvej  Dr.  CocbraD  to  see  tbe  sick  man,  and  he 
being  compelled  to  return  to  Montgomery  tbe  same  evening, 
did  not  see  the  case.  On  tbe  next  morning,  Slst  May,  I 
received  the  virus  from  New  Orleans,  and  immediately 
made  arrangements  with  Dr.  Lampley  for  him  to  ^o  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  small-pox  case  and  vaccinate  all  who  might 
present  themselves,  make  snob  investigations  and  regula- 
tions as  were  neceaeaTy,  and  report  After  having  exhausted 
his  supply  of  vaccine  virus  and  visited  the  aiok  man  also, 
be  returned  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  June,  after  an  absence  of 
three  days.  He  advised  that  more  vims  be  procured  and 
sent  to  the  committee  appointed  by  him,  consisting  of  tbe 
following  gentlemen:  J.  R  S.  Sellers,  chairman ;  H.  C. 
Parker,  secretary;  J.  R  Dean,  T.  G.  Goodwin,  W.  E. 
Cowart,  W.  E.  Gelwards,  and  Richard  Wiggins,  nurses,  to 
whom  instructions  were  given  not  to  permit  any  intercourse 
between  persons  on  the  Ardis  place  and  tbe  outside  com- 
munity. More  virus  was  procured  and  sent  out  to  physi- 
cians when  called  for. 

On  9th  June  I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Blow  stating 
that  Mrs.  Ardis,  mother  of  tbe  small-pox  case,  was  sick, 
wished  a  female  nurse,  etc.;  that  they  were  very  destitute 
and  needed  supplies.  These  facts  I  commnnicated  to  Judge 
Powell  at  once.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Sellers  reported  that 
small^pox  eruption  bad  made  its  appearance  in  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Ardis.  He  came  to  report  and  solicit  supplies  for  tbe 
Ardis  family.  June  17th,  reports  two  new  cases  of  small- 
pox, Henry  and  William  Ardis,  tbe  last  of  the  Ardis  family 
to  have  it  Mr.  Wig^ns  quit  nursing  on  the  16tb.  I  afi;ain 
reported  to  Judge  Powell,  and  again  begged  for  supplies 
and  a  nurse.  This  time  with  more  success.  Supplies  were 
sent  out  and  Mr.  Wifg^ns  re-employed  to  nurse.  -  July  Stb, 
Mr.  Sellers  reports  that  Henry  Ardis  died ;  June  27tb,  and 
that  tbe  rest  of  the  family  are  able  to  come  out ;  wants  to 
know  what  to  do,  etc.  On  18th  June,  Dr.  Blow  reported  a 
suspicions  case  in  Geoi^iana,  Charlie  Adams,  son  of  Thomas 
Adams;  said  he  could  Bot  traA  it  to  exposure  to  small-pox 
or  any  one  who  bad  been  exposed.    On  tbe  next  day  be  re- 
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ported  small-pox ;  Tiras  was  ordered  &nd  seut  down  and  a 
goard  reccomniADded  to  keep  the  case  isolated.  A  nurse 
was  procured  from  Montgomery  bj  the  Council  Charley 
Adams  says  he  has  not  been  further  from  Qeorfipana  in  twO 
years  than  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles,  and  has  not 
seen  a  case  of  small-pox  at  all.  It  is  firmly  believed  that 
Dr.  Blow  was  the  medium  of  communication. 

On  Saturday,  June  28th,  I  received  a  dispatch  from  In- 
tendent  A.  N.  Qlenn,  of  Georgiana,  via  Garland,  to  send  a 
physician  at  once  to  see  operator  and  agent  Bose,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  small-pox.  I  got  Dr.  Lampley  to  go. 
On  his  return  he  reported  that  Bose  did  not  have  small-pox ; 
he  also  reported  that  he  saw  Charlie  Adams ;  said  he  was 
doing  well 

Dr.  Lampley  t^Jain  went  to  Georgiana,  being  recalled  on 
Jaly  1st,  fearing  that  there  was  another  case  of  small-pox. 
Dr.  Lampley  reported  bilious  fever,  and  not  small-pox. 
Charlie  Adams  is  sitting  up — is  convalescent. 

No  new  cases  reported  to  date. 

J.  Thiqpen,  M.  D., 

County  Health  Officer. 

July  11th,  1884. 

BesolvM,  That  the  board  of  health  of  Butler  county 
recommend  that  the  house  occupied  by  the  Ardia  family 
during  their  sickness  from  small-pox,  with  their  beds,  cloth- 
ing and  furniture  used  by  them,  be  burned. 

Inasmuch  as  Thos.  Adams'  house  is  a  good  house,  and  so 
constructed  that  it  may  be  made  safe  by  thorough  disinfec- 
tion :  therefore  be  it 

Seaolved,  That  the  board  recommend  that  it  be  well 
scalded,  fumigated  with  sulphur  and  repainted,  and  that  the 
bed  and  furniture  used  by  Charlie  Adams  during  his  sick- 
ness from  small-pox,  be  burned. 

Adopted  by  the  Butler  county  board  of  health,  July 
Stli,  1884 

C.  B.  Hebbbbt,  M.  D., 

Chairman. 
J.  Thiqpen,  M.  D., 
C.  B.  Lampley,  M.  D., 

Committee. 
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CAIiHOUN  COUNTY. 

The  CalhouD  county  pour  house  is  situated  three  miles 
south  of  JackeonTille,  ia  a  healthy  locality,  with  an  ample 
supply  of  good  water  from  a  spring  near  by.  The  acoom- 
modatioD  is  sadly  deficient  The  house,  if  I  may  so  char- 
acterize it,  consists  of  three  low  wooden  buildings,  contain' 
iog  nine  rooms,  each  about  sixteen  by  twenty  feet  One  of 
the  buildings  with  two  rooms  is  occupied  by  the  family  of 
the  superintendent,  and  one  room  is  nsed  as  a  kitchen, 
thus  leaving  but  six  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
inmates. 

Nnmberof  iamates  daring  thejear 40 

Deaths 8 

Wbitoe 3 

Blacks 6—    8 

AdalU 6 

lofuits a-    8 

ATsrage  UDmber  of  iomntM. 18 

Whites la 

Blwta 6-18 

H>1m '. e 

pAiUBlei la-  18 

Adalta la 

CbildrsD 6—18 

Inaans  persoDB 1 

Wlulaf«mkle 1 

Mioto 3 

WhiU  mule. -.,.. 1 

Wbii*  tem»lB  ,  1 

Blftok  female 1—    3 

Average  cost  per  capita  per  mouth,  $6.7f>. 

The  superintendent  has,  in  addition  to  this,  the  use  of  an 
adjoming  farm  free  from  rent 

Dr.  J.  0.  Ffanklin  is  the  attending  physician. 

The  physician  is  elected  by  the  board  of  county  commie- 
sioners,  and  has  no  fixed  salary.  The  cost  of  medical  treat- 
meat  and  medicines  for  the  year  was,  {75.25. 

The  jail  of  Oalhoun  county  ia  built  of  stone,  is  20  by  60 
feet,  and  is  divided  into  three  departments.  The  ventilation 
18  bad,  yet  the  health  of  the  prisoners  is  ordinarily  good. 
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No.  of  priiuDeradnriDgthe  jew80,of  tbi«|]nitil)eT,31  veie  U.  H.,  prisondn. 

ATeraga  nDinbcT  id  jail  10 

WhilM   .• a 

Black* 7-  10 

Deathi 1 

Black  male  D.  S.  prUoDer I 

This  prisonei  waa  almoat  io  a  cl;in([  oonditioD  when  pLioe<]  in  jail. 

Dr.  J.  C  Francis  is  the  attending  physician,  witbont  any 
fixed  salary. 

The  cost  of  medical  treatment  and  medicine  daring  the 
year,  $23.60. 

Bespeotfally  submitted, 

J.    Y.  NiBBBT. 
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CONECUH  COUNTY. 

TBB    ANNtJAL    BEPoRT    OF    THE    HSALTH    OFFICEB    OF    OONZODS 
COUNTY  POB   1883. 

To  ike  Honorable,  the  CommU-ionera  C-yurt  of  Conecuh  County  : 

Id  compliaDce  with  an  act  of  the  geoeral  aseembly  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  for  the  coUeotioD  of  vital  and  mortaary 
statistics,  and  the  sopervisioD  of  thn  pabHc  health,  I  here- 
with sahmit  this,  my  anonal  report  from  Jannar;  1,  1883, 
to  January  1,  1884 

All  towDS  havinf;  a  population  of  SOO  must  be  reported 
separately.  There  are  four  forma  provided  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  data,  one  each  for  the  county  and  town. 

Form  No.  4  contains  the  annnal  report  of  deatbs,  by  col- 
ors, sexes,  ages  and  months. 

Form  No.  5  contains  the  annual  report  of  births,  the  born 
Imi^,  still  births,  presentations  and  localities. 

Form  No.  6  contains  the  annual  report  of  deaths  by 
causes,  colors,  sexen,  months,  ^es  and  localities. 

Form  No.  7  contains  the  annual  report  of  deaths  by 
caases,  sexes  and  ^ea. 

EVEBOBBEN. 

Form  No.  4  shows  that  there  were  10  deaths  in  the  town 
of  Evei^reeo  during  the  year,  as  follows : 

MkIm.  Femolea. 

WbitM 8       4  i 

BUaka 1        1  0   ' 

HdUUooi * 1         1  0 

Total 10 

Of  these  2  were  under  1  year  old,  including  1  stillbirth  — 
white,  female  ;  1  between  1  and  2  years ;  2  between  5  and 
10 ;  1  between  16  and  20 ;  1  between  20  and  25 ;  1  between 
35  atad  40;  1  between  60  and  55;  1  between  76  and  80. 


ToUl  population . . 
Whitei 
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Blacks 375 

UnLittoes 35 

Death  mU  per  1,000 9.75 

Whites 13.00 

Blocks  2-66 

MolattoM 28.57 

Form  No.  5  shows  that  there  were  20  born  liTing  children 
in  the  town  of  Evergreen  during  the  year,  and  1  still  birth, 
as  follows  : 

Hales.  FenudM. 

Whites 13      6  7 

Blsoka   6      3  3 

HolattOM 1       1  0 

Total.,.. 10 

Total   popnlatioD 1,025 

White* 615 

Blacks 376 

UDlat'toes ,.  36 

Births  per  1.000 19.61 

Whites 21,13 

Blacks IB.OO 

Mnisttoes 28.67 

OONEOUH  COUNTY. 

Form  No.  4  shows  there  were  65  deaths  in  the  connty, 
Evergreen  not  included,  daring  the  year,  as  follows  : 


HnUttoes 6       2  3 

iDBTorgreen ,        10 

Total...,: 75 

Of  these  there  vere  12  noder  1  year  old,  iuolnding  11  still-blrtbsi 

Between  1  and  2  jears '. i 

2  and  3  years 1 

4  and  5  years 1 

5  and  10  years  5 

10  and  15  years 3 

16  and  20  yeara   3 

20  and  25  years  2 

a5and30  years 4 

30  and  35  years , 3 

35aBd40yeara 1 

40  and  45  years 3 
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SO  BDci  55  ycHW ,',...  5 

55  and  IK)  yenni 4 

60  Aad  6S  yenra  I 

65  Hod  70  yeim 1 

70nDdT5y«an 3 

75  nnd  80  y.'ara 3 

8b  ontt  85  yarn t 

90  BDd  »5  jeara 1 

95  ud  lOU  yeota 1 

lOSnodllOyeua  1 

Tot.1  popnlation 13,000 

Whiles : 7,360 

Btackd  6,K0 

[>eathB  per  1,000     6.00 

Whiles. 1.4S 

Blacks 5.66 

Form  No.  5  shows  that  there  were  291  obildren  bom  liv- 
ing in  the  conntj,  and  11  still-births  durio;;  the  year,  Ever- 
fi;reen  not  included,  as  follows ; 


Blacks  

72 

la 

4 
3 

sun-Births- 

Whilw 

891 

7 

3 

TotftI  

333 

. . .  13,000 

...    7,360 

...    6,S60 

...  33.30 

. ..  a6  19 

Forms  Nos.  6  and  7  show  plainly  the  sauitar;  statas  of 
our  coonty.  An  examination  of  them  and  the  register  of 
births  and  deaths  is  solicited. 

The  plan  devised  for  the  collection  of  these  statistics  is 
not  yet  in  successful  oprration,  but  is  becoming  more  and 
more  so.  I  here  present  you  with  the  medical  directory, 
names,  etc.,  of  the  doctors  and  midwives  in  every  beat.  In 
forwarding  monthly  reports  to  the  State  health  officer,  it  is 
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m;  imperative  duty  to  report 'delinquent  doctorB,  midwivea 
and  heads  of  families.     I  have  been  compelled  to  report 

.    Excepting  Bepton,  Mixon  and  Mill  beats,  ©very 

other  beat  has  complied  with  the  law  and  made  regular  re- 
ports.    Evergreen  and  Old  Town  beats  are  foremost 

Those  who  are  careless  or  opposed  to  making  reports, 
sometimes  ask  the  question :  "What  good  will  it  do  ?"  or 
say  that  "no  good  will  come  out  of  it,"  etc.  To  all  such 
qnestions  I  would  simply  say  that  it  is  upon  statistics  that 
all  preventive '  or  sanitary  medicine  is  based,  and  who  is 
ignorant  enough  to  doubt  the  importance  of  sanitation  ?  Bit- 
sides,  it  is  law,  and  all  good  citizens  should  be  willing  to  do 
whatsoever  the  law  requires." 

The  assistant  health  officers  do  not  get  any  pay.  From 
correspondence  on  this  subject,  I  am  apprized  that  in  the 
fnture  an  effort  will  be  made  to  have  them  compensated. 
The  State  health  otBcer  requires  of  them  more  work  than  in 
the  past.  They  are  obliged  to  keep  a  beat  register,  and  ex- 
pend their  own  money.  But  allow  me  time  to  quote  two 
paragraphs  in  a  circular  letter  from  him : 

"There  has  been  a  sort  of  vague  feeling  abroad,  that  the 
work  imposed  upon  assistant  health  officersis  too  burden- 
some to  be  done  without  pay.  But  this  is  a  very  great  mis- 
take. The  duties  of  an  assistant  health  officer  are  of  the 
utmost  importance,  because  they  are  links  in  a  great  chain, 
but  they  are  not  onerous,  and  involve  no  considerable  ex- 
penditure of  time  and  money.  Quite  a  number  of  them  are 
now  doing  efficient  work  without  apparent  effort,  and  seem  to 
take  pride  in  doing  it  Now,  it  is  evident  that  what  can  be 
done  in  a  considerable  number  of  boats  can  be  done  also  in 
all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  rest  A  little  calculation  will  show 
that  the  amount  to  be  done  in  any  special  beat  is  almost  in- 
finitesimally  small.  The  very  smallness  of  it,  indeed,  and 
the  extreme  facility  with  which  it  can  be  done,  are  so  well 
calculated  to  encourage  procrastination  and  neglect,  as  to 
form,  perhaps,  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  it  is  often 
done  so  poorly. 

"  It  is  true  that  the  doctors  of  Alabama,  as  a  rule,  are  not 
prosperous,  that  many  of  them  find  it  hard  to  provide  for 
themselves  and  their  families  the  comforts  of  life.    Ah  I  yes ; 
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all  this  is  true,  my  brothers,  "And  trne,  'tis  pitj,  and  pity 
'tis  true,"  but  for  all  that  we  cannot  afford  to  foi^et  the  tra- 
ditions of  our  race,  cannot  afford  to  strip  onrselves  of  our 
professional  pride,  cannot  lay  aside  oar  hope  for  better 
things.  'Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  saccess,  bat  we'll 
do  more,  endeavor  to  deserve  it." 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  yoa  that  the  health  of  our  ooanty 
is  excellent  There  is  now  prevailing  a  catarrhal  fever,  bat 
the  cause  is  atmospheric  and  not  locaL 

I  know  nothing  of  vast  and  serious  importance  to  direct 
your  attention,  unless  it  be  the  subject  of  mad  dogs.  I  have 
repeatedly  warned  the  people  of  the  very  great  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  quarter.  It  would  tax  your  time  for 
me  to  say  all  I  desired  on  this  matter.  Suffice  it  to  say 
they  are  steadily  increasing.  Already  life  and  considerable 
property  have  been  lost  by  them.  Preventive  means  should 
be  instituted.  Doubtless  this  can  be  successfully  done  by 
the  extermination  of  a  particular  class  of  these  animals. 

The  sheriff  informs  me  be  has  used  the  disinfectant  recom- 
mended. But  still  bad  odors  exist  in  the  jail.  His  oUaoto- 
ries  and  the  prisoners'  are  accustomed  to  them,  and  thereby 
rendered  insensitive.  I  woald  advise  a  more  constant  and 
liberal  application,  since  it  is  well  known  to  be  effectual  in 
destroying  them. 

I  wish  not  to  weary  yon,  but  I  cannot  conclude  this  report 
without  a  few  words  relative  to  the  fatal  epidemic  in  oar 
neighbor  town — Brewton — last  year.  Yellow  fever  is  known 
to  be  very  fatal,  and  it  is  naturally  dreaded  with  the  great- 
est horror.  In  times  of  excitement  reason  is  dethroned  and 
fear  dominates.  Allow  me  to  say  much  was  said  derogating 
the  opinions  of  all  the  physicians  who  saw  the  fever  at  Brew- 
ton.  Yellow  fever  is  a  disease  assuming  phases  similar  to 
others,  that  it  is  oftentimes  difficult  even  for  the  most  skill- 
ful experts  to  detect  it  All  the  ciroamstances  attending 
the  incipiency  of  the  epidemic  at  Brewton  were  calculated 
to  mislead  the  physicians  as  to  a  positive  diagnosis.  No 
epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in  Fensacola  was  declared,  and  no 
qnarantine  against  that  city  existed  at  the  time.  The 
physicians  and  citizens  were  cognizant  of  a  fatal  malignant 
16 
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fever  preTailing  in  Escambia  county  prior  to  tbe  epidemic 
Therefore  they  oonld  not  believe  the  possibili^  of  importa- 
tion, and  concluded  it  vas  not  genuine  yellow  fever.  I  altto 
saw  the  very  first  cases,  and  was  iuclined  to  concur  with 
them,  considering  the  circumstances  detailed  to  me.  It  was 
only  daring  my  visit  to  the  second  and  third  cases,  that  I 
entertained  a  confused  opinion.  I  then  believed  it  peculiar, 
deeming  it  possible  to  have  originated  by  infection  from  the 
first  case.  Though  apprehending  it  to  be  contagious,  I  hoped 
it  was  entirely  local. 

My  position  as  your  health  ofScer  requires  me  to  attend 
to  the  behests  of  onr  State  health  officer,  though  I  might 
believe,  at  his  standpoint,  he  was  instituting  means  of  safety 
that  were  unnecessary.  He  was  ordered  to  visit  ISrewton. 
I  met  him  on  the  way.  Be  told  me  in  due  time  I  would 
hear  from  him  as  to  the  character  of  the  sickness  he  was 
sent  to  investigate.  I  waited  patiently  for  his  opinion. 
During  several  days  of  expectancy  I  saw  in  the  Mobile 
Register  a  telegram  from  him  to  the  health  officer  of  Mobile 
Port,  advising  him  not  to  quarantine  gainst  Brewton  for 
the  present.  Notwithstanding  all  this  our  town  council, 
even  prior  to  his  visit,  and  this  honorable  court  very  soon 
afterwards — naturally  dreading  dire  consequences — estab- 
lished a  quarantine  gainst  Brewton. 

I  do  not  complain  because  this  was  done  without  advice 
of  medical  authority,  nor  that  the  quarantine  was  wrunj^ 
under  the  circumstances.  I  mention  this  simply  because 
onr  people  might,  iu  the  future,  suspect  that  her  medical 
officers  were  tardy  and  not  on  the  alert  iu  espying  yellow 
fever.  In  ample  time  and  by  the  proper  authority  quaran- 
tine against  Brewton  would  have  been  recommended.  They 
may  now  be  assured  that  these  officers  feel  the  responsibi^ 
ity  of  their  position,  and  that  whenever  danger  approaches 
it  will  be  proclaimed.  They  need  not  fear  that  their  welfare 
will  be  in  the  least  hazarded  by  the  assumption  of  one  iota 
of  risk,  in  the  judgment  of  their  medii^al  officers. 

It  has  been  my  opinion  that  Conecuh  dofis  not  afford  a 
nidus  for  the  yellow  fever  virus,  and  facts  seem  to  corrobo- 
rate the  notion.  It  is  known  that  several  exposed  to  the 
contagion  of  yellow  fever,  during  epidemics  in  past  years  at 


/.JbyCJOOJ^lC 


OOUMTI  REPOBTB — OOBBOUH.  215 

Mobile  and  FenBOCola,  died  bere,  aad  the  infeotdon  vas  an- 
oommnDicated.  It  is  also  knowo  that  the  corpse  of  the  case, 
BQpposed  to  be  the  first  in  Brewtou,  remained  UDburied 
aboat  three  days,  being  transported  into  cor  county,  through 
oar  town,  and  under  circamstanoes  the  most  favorable  to 
propagate  the  disease  ;  still  no  one  was  affected  by  it  Be- 
sides, it  is  also  known  that  some  who  were  directly  exposed, 
and  even  nursed  cases  in  Brewton,  came  into  our  town  and 
county,  and  never  had  any  illness. 

Surgeon  Geo.  H.  Stone,  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hos- 
pital  Service,  was  also  sent  as  an  expert  to  investigate  the 
sickness  at  Brewton.  After  his  return  to  Savannah,  Ga,  I 
addressed  him  a  letter,  to  which  be  very  kindly  returned  me 
a  long  reply.  It  was  his  opinion,  after  autopsical  examina- 
tion, that  it  was  yellow  fever ;  and,  from  rumors  afloat,  that 
it  was  imported.  His  letter  wag  not  intended  for  publica- 
tion, since  a  portion  was  devoted  to  the  object  of  proving 
the  fact  of  importation.  The  other  portion  is  of  great  in- 
terest, and  I  have  written  for  his  consent  to  publish  it,  but 
have  not  yet  obtained  it 

Therefore  yon  perceive  my  anxiety  to  know  the  true  na- 
ture of  the  diseases  that  are  likely  to  invade  us.  Though 
Conecuh  may  be  more  advantageously  situated  than  Escam- 
bia in  respect  to  yellow  fever,  yet,  after  what  has  occurred 
in  Brewton,  it  behooves  us  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  maintain 
the  best  sanitary  condition  possible  of  our  county,  and  more 
especialiy^of  our  town. 

I  had  more  to  say,  "quantum  mfficit." 
Very  respectfully,  etc, 

A.  A.  MoEtttbioe, 
Health  Officer  Conecuh  County. 

f)r.  iferome  Cochran,  State  Health  Officer, 

Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Dear  Doctor — As  you  have  asked  for  a  report,  first  of 
our  jail  and  poor  house,  I  will  try  to  furnish  all  the  inform- 
ation I  possibly  can  concerning  them. 

The  prisoners  required  to  be  kept  are  generi^y  very  few, 
never  at  any  time  more  than  six  or  seven,  and  often  only  two 
or  three.  The  average  number  is  three  colored  males.  Sel- 
dom are  there  any  whites.     Occasionally  there  is  one. 

Eighteen  years  ago  a  brick  jail  was  built  at  a  cost  of     i 

...  1 ,     1       ^ 
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$6,000.  On  acoonDt  of  its  iDaecnrity  for  prisooers,  another 
was  built  three  years  since  at  a  cost  of  $3,400,  on  which  ad- 
ditional expenditures  have  been  incurred  amounting  to  three 
or  four  hundred  dollars. 

It  is  located  near  the  centre  ot  town,  135  yards  north  of 
the  depot,  and  40  yards  west  of  the  railroad,  at  the  bead  of 
a  small  ravine,  and  occupying  the  width  of  two  streets,  ron- 
niufi;  north  and  south.  It  was  difficult  to  make  for  the  east- 
ern side  of  .this  jail,  at  the  site,  a  firm  foundation,  which  is 
gradually  filling  np  with  gravel  and  sand.  Here,  upuu  a 
brick  basement,  a  most  compact  and  solid  superstructure 
36x36  feet  was  reared,  consisting  of  sawed  timbers  10x12 
inches,  accurately  joining,  weatherboarded,  and  surmounted 
by  a  shingle  hip-rooi 

The  entrance  is  from  the  west  side,  by  a  door  2x7  feet 
There  are  six  outside  iron-grated  windows  2^x6  feei  Within 
and  equidistant  7  feet  from  the  north,  south  and  west  sides, 
are /owr  ceUs  12x12,  and  10  feet  high,  constructed  throughout 
similai-ly  to  the  exterior,  of  sawed  timbers  mostly  12x12 
inches,  and  ceiled  with  plank  2x12  inches.  £lach  door  of 
these  cells  is  2x6^  feet.  Each  cell  lias  an  iron-grated  window 
2x5  feet 

In  the  intervening  pasa^e  outside  the  cells,  on  the  south- 
west and  north-west  corners,  are  two  stoves  3  feet  long,  15x15 
ibches.  The  pipes  are  6  inches  in  diauieter,  each  extending 
and  meeting  a  metallic  cylinder,  near  the  east  aide,  oppo- 
site the  eastern  cells.  These  cylinders  are  18  inches  in  di- 
ameter and  3  feet  long,  having  6  apertures  at  each  end. 
Two  short  pipes  of  same  dimension  extend  from  these  cylin- 
ders to  and  tnrongh  the  eastern  side.  Each  cell  has  a  feed- 
ing aperture  near  the  door  4x12  inches. 

The  jail  is  enclosed  20  feet  on  the  west  and  36  feet  on  the* 
north  side,  by  a  plank  fence  7^  feet  high,  within  which  is  a 
well. 

board  for  each  prisoner  costs  30  cents  per  day.  Medical 
attendance  is  provided  whenever  necessary,  and  physicians 
of  the  town  c^led,  who  charge  the  usual  professional  rates. 

The  selection  of  the  site  is  now  considered  unfortunate; 
'  it  was  deemed  economical,  the  lot  being  purchased  for  a 
small  amount.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  the  defective 
yentilatioii  can  be  somewhat  remedied. 
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It  is  noteworthy  that  the  prisoners  last  Bommer  com- 
plained of  intense  heai  A  tbertnometer'  placed  in  a  cell 
stood  7  degrees  lower  than  other  places  in  town. 

Secnre  as  this  jail  may  seeni,  the  priaoners  have  escaped 
by  prizing  down  the  cell  and  outer  door. 

The  poor  honne  of  Conecuh  is  seven  and  a  fraction  by  6ye 
and  a  fraction  townships.  No  bailding  is  provided  for  pau- 
pers. They  are  distributed  among  whatever  families  in  the 
county  as  are  disposed  to  board  and  take  care  of  them  at  |6 
per  month.  Whenever  necessary,  medicines  are  furnished, 
and  physicians  of  the  county  employed  to  attend  them,  afi 
the  usual  professional  rates. 

In  a  few  months  a  change  in  this  system  is  proposed,  when 
a  poor  house  at  some  point  near  town  will  be  provided.  An- 
ticipating such  change,  at  least  a  halt  dozen  refuse  to  enter 
their  names  as  inmates. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  paupers  of  Conecuh  county 
for  1884 : 


WbitM. 


Dave  aslma   

Kniun  Helma 0 

BMie  WniJBiDs 0 

Bliiabeth  HcPbenoD D 

Flora  HaPheraon 0 

Martha  PreMly 0 

Hoiiry  Porter 1 

Disay  Taylor 0 

Lndnda  Taylor.    0 

Grove  Wade  1 

Thomas  Aarona 1 

Kanoy  JohnBOo 0 

William  Hall 1 

Total— 13 6 


Ual«B.  Females,     Age. 


Oolored. 


HiQce  Salter. . 

Briat«r  Davie,  dso'd 1 

Clora  Salter  0 

Thomas  Hawkins 1 

Will  Shaw,  doo'd 1 

Bsohel  Sbdlvorth 0 

Bimoa  Ahner 1 


Hales.  Fenalfls.    Age. 
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Office  of  Codntt  Boabd  of  Health, 

Evergreen,  Ala.,  January  lOtli,  1885. 
Dr.  Jerome  Cochran,  State  Health  Q^ar: 

Dear  Doctor — You  will  perceive  from  my  description  of 
oar  jail,  that  it  is  too  compact  and  inadequately  constructed 
for  necessary  ventilation.  The  stoves,  it  seems  to  me,  are 
almost  useless,  since  very  little  air  can  enter  the  cells.  But 
the  warmth  within  such  cells  is  sufficient  without  them. 

The  location  is  very  objectionable  on  account  ot  its  prox- 
imity to  the  basiuess  portion  of  town,  and  being  between 
two  main  streets.  The  basement  stands  on  sand,  gravel, 
and  decaying  organic  matter,  to  the  depth  of  about  8  feet 
It  is  still  accumulating,  and  ere  long,  in  consequence  of  a 
well  receptacle  near  the  railroad  embankment  to  drain  off 
the  water,  and  placed  there  at  the  instance  of  the  town 
council,  it  'vill  be  completely  covered. 

Of  course  I  will  forward  my  annual  report  as  soon  as  I 
possibly  can  do  so,  and  will  have  to  make  sacrifices  in  order 
to  attend  to  it.  The  Xiegislature  does  not  re-assemble  till 
the  21st  iust,  and  I  hope  to  have  it  ready  for  you  in  ample 
time.  Reports  of  December  still  come  to  me.  I  am  making 
a  big  effort  to  have  every  birth  and  death.  I  bear  of  a  few 
omissions,  and  am  endeavoring  to  get  them. 
Tours,  Ac, 

A.  A.   McKlTTRIOK, 

County  Health  Officer. 
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JACKSON  COUNTY. 

As  there  baa  been  no  epidemic  or  oontagioaa  diseases  in 
our  count;  during  tbe  year  18H4, 1  never  made  any  report 
There  was  very  little  sickness  during  the  year  of  any  kind. 
There  were  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  and  around 
Scottsboro,  but  they  were  isolated,  no  two  occarring  in  the  - 
same  family. 

There  was  bat  very  tittle  Biokness  in  oar  jail  during 
the  year.  The  sanitary  condition  is  tolerably  good.  The 
averse  number  laat  year  was  6 — i  white,  2  black ;  no  fe- 
males. The  county  pays  for  the  medical  treatment  of  jail ; 
cost  about  sixty  dollars  per  year. 

The  poor  house  is  situated  one  mile  from  Scottsboro,  on 
side  of  mountain.  The  food  and  clothing  is  poor  in  qual- 
ity, but  plenty  in  quantity.  They  have  no  medical  treatment 
except  what  I  give  them  at  my  visits  as  county  health  offi- 
cer. There  were  as  many  as  40  at  oue  time  the  average 
being  about  30 — 16  males  aod  15  females,  alt  adults  except 
2 ;  27  whites  and  3  blacks.  There  were  two  deaths  at  the 
poor  house  last  year. 

J.  P.  RORBX, 

Connty  Health  Officer. 

ANN0AL  BEPOBT  OF  THE  OOMMnTEE   OF  PUBLIC  HEATH  OF  JACK- 
SON COUNTY  FOB  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1883. 

The  committee  held  five  meetings  during  the  year ;  but 
little  more  was  done  than  to  discaaa  public  health  matters. 
In  April  the  committee  visited  the  county  poor  house,  and 
found  it  in  very  bad  sanitary  condition ;  and  made  a  report 
to  the  county  commissioDers,  recommending  such  changes  as 
we  thought  would  put  the  iustitution  in  good  sanitary  con- 
dition ;  the  principal  things  demanding  attention  being  de- 
fective drainage  and  bad  ventilatioD.  Tbe  committee  en- 
deavored to  impress  upon  the  commissioners  the  importance 
of  these  matters,  and^ome  changes  have  been  made. 

The  committee  had  a  notice  published  in  tbe  early  part  of 
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the  year,  adrising  all  persons  to  be  vaccinated ;  and  tbrongh 
the  inflaenoe  of  the  health  officer  and  board  of  health,  moat 
of  the  people  in  the  towns  and  vill^es  were  vaccinated. 
By  this  means  and  the  efforts  of  the  health  officer,  small-pox 
was  prevented  from  obtaining  a  hold  in  this  county.  In 
Janaaiy  one  case  of  small-pox  occarred  in  Scottsboro.  It 
was  promptly  isolated  by  the  health  officer,  and  every  pre- 
caution ta^en  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  with 
most  gratifying  resnlts;  for  bat  one  other  case  occnrred, 
and  that  was  the  narse  of  the  first  case.  This  latter  was  a 
very  mild  case,  as  it  was  snccessfally  vaccinated  and  inocn- 
lated,  after  it  had  been  exposed  for  two  days,  however. 

There  were  no  epidemics  of  cont^ous  or  infections  dis- 
eases daring  the  year,  except  those  of  minor  importance, 
such  as  measles  and  whooping-cough. 

There  was  some  troable  about  obtaining  reliable  vaccine 
matter. 

The  general  health  of  the  county  has  been  excellent  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Along  with  this  report,  and  as  part  of  it,  is  the  health  offi- 
cer's report  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  county. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

William  Mason,  M.  D., 
B.  B.  Smith,  M.  D., 
D.  B.  MoOoRD,  M.  D., 
W.  C.  Maples,  M.  T>., 
T.  T.  Gotham,  M.  D., 
Committee  of  Public  Health. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

BBPOBT  or  THE  CODNTY   HEALTH  OFFICER. 

To  the  Committee  of  Pvliic  Health: 

Qentlehen — I  bave  the  honor  to  submit  for  jour  consid- 
eratioD  this,  my  anoual  report  aa  health  officer,  "on  the  san- 
itary coaditioD  of  the  county,"  etc  The  past  year  has  been 
marked  by  no  incident  of  special  moment  as  regards  the 
pnblic  health  in  this  county.  There  has  been  no  epidemic 
either  in  the  city  or  the  county  during  the  year.  It  may 
be  said  that  we  have  had  a  remarkably  healthy  venr.  Tet 
there  has  been  a  marked  tendency  during  the  past  year  to 
intestinal  diseases.  The  vast  majority  of  such  attacks  have, 
however,  been  of  s  very  mild  character.  This  tendency 
manifested  itself  in  the  spring  and  early  summer,  in  diarrhcea 
and  cholera  morbus,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer 
and  early  fall,  in  cholera  infantum  and  dysentery.  Some  of 
the  cases  of .  cholera  morbus  were  of  a  severe  character ;  so 
much  so  as  to  give  rise  in  the  minds  of  the  credulous  to  a 
fear  of  cholera,  and  a  report  reached  me  that  a  certain  party 
bad  written  to  friends  in  Nashville  that  there  was  cholera 
here,  and  that  there  had  been  several  deaths  from  it.  This 
report  began  to  spread,  and  by  frequent  repetition  assumed 
sucli  importance  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  warrant  a  public  and 
authoritative  contradiction. 

This  marked  tendency  to  intestinal  disorders,  prevailing 
as  it  has  throughout  the  year,  is  a  matter  of  serious  concern 
to  us  just  at  this  time,  when  we  have  every  reason  to  expect 
that  the  United  States  will  be  visited  by  Asiatic  Cholera 
nest  summer,  in  as  much  as  it  may  indicate  that  our  sanitary 
condition  is  such  as  will  render  us  easy  victims  to  that  ter- 
rible disease. 

We  have  had  various  threats  of  epidemics  of  scarlet  fe- 
ver during  the  year.  ThC  few  cases  which  have  occurred 
have  been,  except  one,  of  a  very  mild  character,  and  we  have 
.reported  only  one  death  from  it  It  has  been  confined  in 
every  instance  to  the  family  where  it  first  originated. 


D,^.,/.JbyCJOOJ^IC 


222        REPOKT  OP  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH- 

We  have  again  to  congratulate  ouraelvas  apoa  our  ex- 
emption from  any  serious  visitatioD  of  small-pox.  There 
has  been  only  one  case  in  tbe  county,  which  was  reported  to 
me  promptly  by  Dr.  H.  N.  Rosser  in  this  city,  and  was  taken 
to  the  pest-house,  and  after  being  under  treatment  about 
one  month  was  discharged.  I  could  not  learn  from  the  pa- 
tient, who  was  a  woman  of  dissolute  life  and  migratory  in 
her  habitH,  any  clue  or  information  as  to  her  having  at  any 
time  been  exposed  to  small-pox. 

VITAL  BTATiancs. 

I  herewith  submit  for  your  examination  forms  4,  5, 6  and 
7  of  annual  report,  in  which  will  be  found  full  and  compre- 
hensive reports  of  deaths  and  births  which  have  occurred 
in  this  city  and  county. 

We  have  great  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  fact  that, 
owing  to  the  character  of  the  physicians  in  this  county, 
who,  with  v.ery  few  exceptions,  fully  appreciating  the  good 
results  which  will  necessarily  flow  to  the  commuDity  and 
tbe  profession,  by  a  full  and  prompt  compliaijce  with  the 
provisions  of  the  State  law  for  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic health,  have  cheerfully  and  intelligently  cooperated  with 
me  in  my  efforts  towards  tbe  furtherance  of  the  objects  of 
the  law.  It  is,  however,  a  source  of  regret  to  me  to  have  to 
report  that,  owing  to  tbe  meagreness  of  the  necessary  means 
afforded  me,  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  tbe  work  of  the 
collection  of  vital  statistics  as  complete  in  some  respects  as 
I  should  have  desired. 

I  think  much  good  could  be  accomplished  by  the  health 
officer  becoming  personally  acquainted  and  familiar  with 
the  different  health  officers  and  their  beats,  which  can  be 
done  only  by  visiting  in  person  tbe  various  beats  in  the 
oouuty.  Tliia  I  have  been  unable  to  do.  Appended  to  this 
report  will  be  found  a  report  on  tbe  beats,  with  their  assist- 
ant health  officers,  physicians  and  midwives.  It  is  as  com- 
plete as  I  am  able  to  mako  it  ipith  the  information  I  have 
been  able  to  gather.  (See  report  marked  "  Beport  on  Pre- 
cincts.") As  will  be  seen  from  this  report,  I  have  all  of  the 
beats,  except  number  19  and  part  of  27,  in  charge  of  assiat-' 
ant  health  officers,  who  report  regularly  every  month.    I 
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have  been  nnable  to  secure  any  assiatant  healtb  officer  for 
Flat  Creek  and  part  of  Toadvine.  The  assistant  henltb  offi- 
cer of  beat  21  has  been  acting  as  assistant  health  officer  for 
ElytoD  beat  Dr.  Snow,  who  was  the  assistant  health  officer 
of  Flat  Creek  and  that  part  of  Toadvine  across  the  river,  is 
dead,  and  since  bis  death  I  have  been  unable  to  supply  his 
place.  There  is  no  physician  in  thn  beats  or  in  striking;  dis- 
tance of  them.    This  is  one  of  the  places  I  desire  to  visii 

Dr.  S.  L.  Ledbetter  requested  to  be  relieved,  and  I  ap- 
pointed Dr.  E.  P.  Earle  in  his  place  assistant  health  officer 
of  Birmingham  beat  21. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  statistical  report,  the  negro  birth 
rate  as  well  as  the  negro  death  rate  in  the  county  is  very 
small,  and  unless  I  have  overestimated  greatly  the  n^ro 
population  (which  I  have  only  hoped  to  approximate),  gives 
unmistakable  evidence  that  the  negro  deaths  and  births  are 
not  reported.  I  can  understand  how  this  might  very  readily 
happen  with  the  births,  but  as  the  same  physicians  attend 
the  blacks  who  attend  the  whites  in  sickness,  I  fail  to  under- 
stand the  exceedingly  low  death  rate  of  the  former,  and  I 
'am  almost  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  I  have  overestimated 
the  relative  population  in  the  county  outside  of  this  city  as 
regards  the  proportion  of  blacks  to  whites.  In  the  city  we 
have  a  high  death  rate  and  low  birth  rate  for  the  negroes. 
This  results,  so  far  as  the  low  birth  rate  ia  concerned,  from 
a  failure  to  get  reports  of  all  the  negro  births,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  in  many  instances  have  neither  physician  or 
midwife  in  attendance  upon  them,  and  hence  we  fail  to  get 
reports  of  such  birtha. 

With  these  exceptions,  I  think  our  statistics  are  rapidly 
approaching  a  reasonable  degree  of  accuracy  and  reliability. 
There  have  been  472  deaths  in  the  county  during  the  past 
year.  Of  these  there  were  in  the  country  247 — whites  170, 
colored  77.  In  the  city  there  were  225 — whites  111,  col- 
ored 114 
loUl  death  rate  in  ooimty,  iocladiDg  citj  and  oonntry 14.76 

"  "  "  "         "  '■       white..  13.38 

"  "  "  "         "  "       eolureil..   17.38 

Total  death  rata  in  ooantrjr,  not  iDclnding  city. 13.3S 

••  white ta.60 

"  ■'  "  "  "  ooloied II.M 
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Total  death  nte  in  city 18.75 

"      white. 1*80 

•'  "  "      colored 36  33 

The  deaths  from  zimotic  or  preventable  diseases  were  as 
follows : 

Botriet  fever 1 

Diphtheria i 

Whooping  oongh s 3 

Typhoid  fever .  ." 60 

Halarial  (ever B 

DianhoM 15 

Cholera  iDfantnm 13 

Entero-oolitie. B 

Dyaentery 23 

EryripelM ; . .    3 

fieptienmia 3 

Total las 

The  deaths  from  violence  were  as  follows : 

Opiam  poiHODiiig t 

Droiriiiiig I 

Saffooation  by  gas 1  ■ 

Snieide  by  opinm 3 

SaSocatiaii  from  drovrniDg 1 

Choked  to  death 1 

OoD^abot  noaadti 3 

Killed  by  oyolone » 

Killed  by  accidenta  in  mines  and  on  railroads 18 

DialooatioD  of  spine 1 

Total 18 

Dedactinff  these  deaths  from  accidents  from  total  nnmber 
ot  deaths  give's  us  424  deaths  from  diseases,  and  makes  the 
deaths  from  idmotic  diseases  about  30  per  cent  of  all  the 
deaths  in  the  count;,  or  about  40  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths 
from  all  other  diseases,  and  about  4  per  1,000  of  the  popa- 
lation. 

There  have  been  reported  to  me  and  recorded  669  births 
in  the  county.  Of  these  there  were  423  in  the  country — 
whites  366,  blacks  56.  In  the  city  there  were  246  births— 
whites  169,  blacks  87. 
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Tola]  birth  rate  \u  connty  per  1,000,  iDolndini;  lO'birthii  reported  too 

■■te  tobervcoriled ..JM.15 

Totitl  birUi  rntp  iD  county,  while 26.20 

black 14.00 

per  1,000  in  cooDlrjL  oulside  city 31,00 

"  "  "  ■'    '  "      white 88-23 

"      bUck. 8.23 

"  "  "  in  city 22.16 

"  "  "       white. . , 23.33 

"       hJHck 31.55 

Still  birlbB  in  uonDty,  11— wbitOH  7,  blucks  4. 

Appended  to  this  report  you  will  fiad  a  special  report 
wliich  I  am  required  to  make  on  the  "  Sanitary  Condition  of 
the  Jail  and  Poor  House  of  the  county,"  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  ;ou  for  information  on  this  subject 


As  health  officer  of  citj,  I  have  had  a  great  many  duties 
to  perform  which  have  required  me  to  make  various  and 
frequent  inepectious  during  the  jear,  in  reference  to  all  of 
which  I  have  made  reports  to  your  committee.  I  have  fre- 
quently inspected  the  city  jail,  market  house,  public 
school  liuildiugs,  slaughter  house,  streets,  lota  and  al- 
leys, and  nuisances  of  various  and  sundry  descriptions ; 
and  have  now  to  report  that,  as  in  a  measure  the  re- 
sult of  great  work  and  the  various  recommendations  on  sub- 
jects reported  to  you  by  me,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
city  is  far  better  than  it  has  ever  been  and  that  it  is  still 
being  constantly  improved ;  and  that  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  under  the  prnsent  administration  during  the 
next  two  years,  we  may  safely  calculate  that  we  will  reach 
such  a  sanitary  condition  as  few  cities,  of  even  macb  greater 
e^e,  can  show.  Yet  to  accomplish  this  desirable  result,  will 
require  great  diligence,  labor  and  patience  on  our  part-. 
Diligence  and  labo^to  ascertain,  suggest  and  recommend 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  at  every  point  of  our 
prc^^ss  towards  perfection  in  sanitary  status,  and  a  Isiye 
amount  of  patience  and  patient  waiting,  when  apparently 
our  labors  and  counsel  are  not  heeded  or  appreciated.  For 
we  must  not  loose  sight  of  the  fact  that  we  have  a  double 
duty  to  perform,  that  of  learning  and  su^esting  our  saoi- 


D,^.,/=JbyCJOOJ^IC 


226       BEPORT  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

tary  needs  and  also  educating  the  pablic  in  sach  matters,  so 
that.they  can  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  work  and 
their  obligation  to  afford  that  material  aid,  which  is  abso- 
lutely esaeotial ;  and  when  the  dear  public  seem  slow  to 
learn  and  still  slower  to  act  af^  we  have  nsed  ever;  effort 
to  improve  them,  we  should  not  give  up  the  fight  but  fall 
back  upon  that  never  failing  consolation  to  the  conscien- 
tious sanitarian  "neus  »ibi  concia  recti"  for  encouragement  to 
continue  the  fight  for  the  prevention  of  disease  and  preser- 
vation of  life,  despite  man's  perversity  and  failure  to  see 
things  as  we  see  them,  satisfied  that  if  we  discbarge  faith- 
fnlly  our  duty,  the  pablic  will  surely  at  last  gladly  reach  up 
to  ns  for  that  counsel  and  gaidanoe  in  such  matters,  which 
our  knowledge  of  scientific  truth  enables  us  to  give  them. 

PDBUC   SCHOOL   BCILDIN08. 

In  these  there  ia  great  and  urgent  need  of  improvement 
both  as  to  heating  and  ventilation. 

They  were  built  without  any  regard  to  scientific  rules  of 
ventilation  and  the  stoves,  used  for  heating,  are  such  as  are 
very  objectionable  both  on  the  account  of  the  impossibility 
of  regulating  the  degree  of  heat  and  in  fact  that  cast  iron 
stoves,  such  as  are  used,  allow  the  escape  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  carbonic  oxide  gas,  which  combined  with  a  simi- 
'  lar  gas  exhaled  by  the  children  confined  in  badly  ventilated 
apartments,  renders  the  air  breathed  very  impure  and  high- 
ly injurious  to  the  health  of  the  children. 

THE  CITY  JAIL. 

Is  far  from  being  in  a  perfect  sanitary  condition  but  cer- 
tain changes  are  now  being  made  which  will  greatly  im- 
prove iL 

SLAUGHTER   HOD8ES.  • 

Here  were  found  by  me  when  I  first  commenced  inspect- 
ing them  in  a  condition  of  barbarous  filthiness,  but  by  fre- 
quent inspecti<jn3  and  threats  of  legal  proceedings,  I  have 
succeeded  in  having  them  kept  in  a  condition  barelv  passa- 
bly clean  and  by  still  keeping  a  vigilant  watch  over  them, 
I  hope  to  have  them  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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THE  MARKET   H0D8E. 

This  is  kept  in  a  moderately  good  coodition,  and  now  that 
the  cky  authuritias  have  elected  a  fi;ood  market  clerk,  wlio 
atteods  solely  to  the  market  house,  there  will  be  still  great- 
er improTement  in  its  condition.  Great  vifirilaitce  is  neces- 
sary here  in  preventini;  the  sale  of  diseased  meats  and  veg- 
etables, and  to  this  end  I  require  the  sanitary  inspector  to 
visit  the  market  daily,  in  addition  to  my  own  visits. 

INBPECTIOH  OF  POOD. 

There  is  a  large  field  for  effective  and  sanitary  work  un- 
der this  head,  and  I  mast  say  that  apait  from  inspections 
of  market  house,  Ssh  stands,  etc.,  this  work  has  not  been 
done  as  thoroughly  as  its  importance  demands.  Largeahip- 
ments  of  animals  for  slaughtering  for  city  consumption  are 
constantly  being  received  here  and  it  requires  the  utmost 
vigilance  to  prevent  diseased  meat  from  being  sold  to  city 
consumers. 

Very  recently  a  hog  was  exposed  for  sale  in  the  market 
house,  which  had  either  died  from  disease  or  was  on  the 
verge  of  dying  wlien  killed.  I  condemned  the  meat  and  bad 
it  destroyed  and  on  investigation  ascertained  that  it  was 
bought  from  a  broker,  who  had  recently  received  a  shipment 
of  hogs,  quite  a  number  of  which  had  died  and  were  dying 
every  day.  Still  he  continued  to  sell  to  butchers.  I  at 
once  put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  the  remaining  hogs  and  saw 
that  none  of  them  were  disposed  of  until  they  became 
healthy  and  fit  for  use.  Also  lai^e  amounts  of  fish,  vegeta- 
bles and  fruits  are  shipped  here  for  »ale  and  when  slow  of 
sale  as  sometimes  happens,  most  of  it  is  kept  too  long  and 
becomes  unfit  for  use  and  will  be  sold  if  not  watched,  in  all 
stages  of  decomposition  from  stale  and  sour  to  actually  rot- 
ting. It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  city  to  adopt 
some  very  stringent  rule  in  regard  to  this  matter,  as  there 
is  a  large  part  or  class  of  our  population  who  will  buy  and 
eat  this  character  of  food  on  account  of  its  cheapness,  unless 
they  are  prevented. 
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Cmr  8EWEB8. 

These  are  being  extended  as  rapidly  as  the  means  can  be 
obtained  for  that  purpose,  and  if  measures  now  instituted 
are  successful,  we  will  soon  have  sewers  in  all  the  thickly 
populated  districts  of  the  city.  As  the  system  of  sewers  ia 
extended  the  more  urgent  becomes  the  necessity  for  an  ex- 
tension of  tliemain  outflow.  It  now  flows  out  on  2d.  Avenue 
where  13th  Street  crosses,  in  a  thickly  populated  part  ol 
the  city,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  in  the  future  as  it  has  beenin 
the  past  very  dis^reeable  to  the  surrounding  population 
and  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  productive  of  disease. 

SDBFACE    AND   STREET   DRAINAOE. 

During  the  past  year  great  improvement  has  been  made 
in  the  grading  and  drainage  of  the  city.  This  has  l>een  one 
of  the  most  serious  troubles  which  we  have  had  to  contend 
with  and  although  a*great  deal  has  been  done,  there  is  still 
so  much  to  be  done,  that  it  seems  as  though  we  had  barely 
begun.  I  have  caused  a  great  many  low  wet  lots  to  be  filled 
during  the  past  year.  Yet  this  helps  the  looks,  whilst  it 
does  not  really  correct  the  trouble,  the  remedy  for  which  is 
thorough  drainage.  One  of  oar  greatest  needs  now  is  a 
good  system  of  under  ground  drainage.  This  will  be  neces- 
sary absolutely  before  our  sanitary  eontlition  will  be  such 
as  it  should  be  and  is  really  a  matter  of  greater  importance 
than  the  sewers  themselves,  for  it  would  be  almost  impos- 
sible to  estimate  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  thorough 
system  of  under  ground  drainage  in  such  a  soil  as  wo  have 
here. 

In  this  connection  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  a  more  thorough  and  uniform  sys- 
tem of  water  closets.  In  cities  where  it  is  more  common  to 
have  them  in  the  dwelling  houses  it  is  of  course  of  much 
greater  importance,  but  even  with  us  it  would  be  greatly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  public  if  there  were  some  authority  to 
enforce  the  use  of  a  uniform  approved  character  of  water 
closet,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  the  individual  choice  of  plumb- 
ers or  individuals,  who  often  consider  only  one  question  the 
cost  in  deciding  the  character  of  closet  used. 
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A  -very  Borions  question  as  to  the  sanitation  of  the  city 
which  atiU  confroots  us  is  the  dispoBal  of  the  o&l  and  sew- 
erage. The  present  disposition  of  it,  both  from  sewers  and 
oarts,  is  serionslj  objectionable  aud  must  at  an  early  date 
be  diacontinued.  I  have  made  frequent  reports  to  your 
committee  condemning  the  present  disposal  of  it,  and  yonr 
committee  have  recommended  its  abolition  in  reports  to 
the  city  authorities.  80  far  these  have  been  nnavailing, 
stitl  as  "eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty,"  so  is  eter- 
nal agitation  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  our  pnr- 
poaea,  to-wit,  to  abolish  all  souroes  of  disease. 

B&NITARI   INSPEOTOB. 

This  officer  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  to  you,  has  effi- 
ciently discharged  his  duties  and  has  done  all  that  he  could 
do,  with  the  limited  facilities  at  his  command,  in  keeping 
the  city  clean.  Yet,  to  keep  up  with  the  accumulations  of 
all  kind  with  the  present  number  of  carts  is  an  utter  im- 
possibility, and  hence  occasionally  there  is  just  cause  for 
complaint 

The  accumulatio]^  of  ashes  in  the  winter  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  prcTent,  although  this  is  a  more  serious  nuisance  than 
most  persons  would  suppose,  as  they  invite  the  addition  of 
other  refase  of  various  kinds,  and  are  a  constant  source  of 
nuisance.  In  this  connection  I  would  urge  the  importance 
of  adopting  some  change  in  the  kind  of  carts  used  for  city 
garbage,  by  which  public  decency  would  not  be  outraged  as 
it  is  now  by  the  unsightly  open  carts,  wiiich  are  in  use  for 
that  parpose. 

WATEB  SUPPLY. 

Appended  to  this  report  you  will  find  a  report  which  I 
have  prepared  on  this  subject,  which  contains  all  the  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  I  could  gather,  with  such  suggestions 
as  to  ita  improvement  as  appeared  to  me  to  be  necessary. 


It  is   impossible   for  me  to  give  any  statement   of  the 
amount  of  work  done  in  this  department,  jet  in  a  general 
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way  I  know  that  a  great  deal  has  been  done  b;  the  oit; 
towards  the  relief  of  this  class  of  oar  population,  and  yet 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  suffering.  The  great  want  of 
the  city  and  connty  is  a  hospital,  where  the  panper  sick  can 
be  property  taken  oare  of.  As  shown  by  my  report  on 
county  poor  house,  the  county  is  now  taking  action  towards 
erecting  a  suitable  building  for  an  alms  honse  near  the 
city,  which  will  in  a  great  measure  supply  this  great  and 
urgent  necessity  of  our  city  and  county. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  ui^  upon  you  the 
great  neoeaslty  of  redoubled  energy  in  our  efforts  towards 
improvement  in  all  departments  of  sanitation  of  the  city  and 
county  settlements  where  there  are  congregated  popula- 
tions, in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  will  have  cholera,  in  all 
probability,  in  the  United  States  next  summer.  We  can 
not  afford  to  lightly  consider  this  matter,  and  now  is  the 
time  to  pnt  "our  house  in  order."  The  danger  which 
threatens  us  is  not  im^nary,  and  it  is  the  expressed  opin- 
ion of  our  State  health  officer,  whose  opinion  in  such  mat- 
ters is  entitled  to,  and  can  not  fail  to  have  great  weight  with 
us  in  such  matters,  that  we  will  be  particularly  liable  to  be 
visited  with  cholera,  should  that  disease  make  its  appear- 
ance in  the  United  States,  and  we  will  be  fearfully  censura- 
ble should  we  fail  to  urge  in  the  most  earnest  and  importu- 
nate manner  that  all  such  steps  be  taken,  and  all  measures 
adopted  as  in  your  opinion  promise  to  afford  the  greatest 
hope  of  immunity  from  this  terrible  scoui^e. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  J.  Wnra,  M.  D., 
Health  Officer  Jefferson  Oonnty. 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  QBAND  JDBV. 

To  the  Orand  Jury  <>f  Jefferson  County,  sitting  at  the  Spring 

Tern  of  tlie  Circuit  Court  of  said  county  : 

In  compliance  with  a  request  made  by  your  honorable 
body,  through  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Health,  that  the  committee  make  a  report  to  you,  at  your 
present  sitting,  upon  the  condition  of  the  county  jail,  in  ad- 
dition to  report  already  made  by  the  health  officer  of  the 
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coQDty,  ve,  the  committee,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  foliow- 
ing  report : 

Through  a  statement  made  to  us  bj  the  health  officer, 
after  a  thorough  and  careful  inspection  made  by  that  officer, 
we  find,  for  various  reasons,  the  county  jail  to  be  in  an  ex- 
ceedingly unsanitary  condition.  1st,  Improper  and  very 
detective  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  privy  accumula- 
tions, in  that  there  is  no  complete  connection  with  the  city 
sewer.  The  arrangement  now  in  nse  is  defective  and  en- 
tirely contrary  to  all  sanitary  law,  in  that  the  pipe  leading 
from  the  water-closets  empty  into  a  pit  or  vat,  which  is  cov- 
ered with  a  loosely  fitting  plank  door  and  into  which  all  of 
the  solid  outflow  of  filth  is  emptied.  This  pit  is  located 
immediately  in  front  of  the  front  entrance  into  the  jail  and 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  street,  and  has  to  be  frequently 
opened  to  be  cleaned  ont,  thns.cauaiug  a  fearful  stench  and 
escape  of  noxions  gases,  detrimental  alike  to  the  occupants 
of  the  jail  and  the  public.  We  have  at  various  times  dur- 
ing the  present  and  past  year  condemned  this  arrangement 
and  urgently  recommended  an  entire  change  by  a  regular 
connection  in  the  usual  manner  with  the  city  sewer,  and  we 
now  condemn  again  utterly  this  arraignment,  and  give  it  as 
our  emphatic  opinion  that  an  immediate  change  is  urgently 
demanded,  alike  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  prisoners 
and  the  public. 

2d.  The  water  closet  should  be  entirely  separate  from 
the  living  apartments  of  the  prison,  and  should  be  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  afford  sufficient  space  and  ventilation,  so  as  not 
to  be  a  prolific  source,  as  they  now  are,  of  filthy  odors  and 
contamination  to  the  atmosphere  of  the  main  living  space 
of  the  jail. 

3d.  There  should  be  a  separate  apartment,  in  which  all 
washing  of  filthy  clothing  and  heating  of  water  for  the 
same,  or  any  other  purpose,  could  be  done,  and  in  which 
suitable  provision  should  be  made  for  the  compulsory 
washing  of  prisoners  themselves. 

At  present  all  of  this  is  done  iu  the  open  space  around 
the  cells,  thus  creating  a  filthy  condition  of  this  part  of  the 
jail  (which  should  be  kept  scrupulously  clean),  contaminat- 
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ia^  aod  beating  the  air  of  the  hall,  from  which  the  prison- 
ers in  the  cells  are  supplied  vith  air. 

Ith.  There  is  very  great  insufficiency  of  the  necessary 
space  for  the  number  of  prisoners  usually  confined  in  the 
jail,  which  only  can  be  remedied  either  by  the  eulai^ement 
of  the  present  jail,  or  the  bailding  of  another  and  larger 
jail.  The  present  location  of  the  jail  is  in  many  respects 
very  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  is  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  several  churches,  schools  and  private  residences, 
and  is  situated  upon  one  of  the  most  frequented  thorough- 
fares of  the  city,  which  fact,  apart  from  its  being  a  serious 
injury  to  surronndiug  properties,  and  a  very  serious  source 
of  discomfort  and  annoyance  to  the  public  generally,  may 
at  any  time  become  a  source,  in  various  ways,  of  contagion 
and  spread  of  disease.  We  find  the  entire  capacity  of  the 
jail  to  be  about  22,500  cubic  feet  of  space.  The  average 
number  of  prisoners  for  the  past  year  (which  average  will 
now  be  constantly  increasing)  occupying  the  jail  has  been 
about  forty — thus  allowing  to  each  prisoner,  if  they  were 
distributed  throughout  the  whole  space,  about  550  cubic 
feet  of  air.  There  are  now  confined  in  the  jail  fifty-two 
prisoners,  and  all  of  these,  except  four  or.tive  women,  are 
confined  up  stairs  in  a  space  of  19,200  cubic  feet — thus  giv-  ■ 
ing  only  200  cubic  feet  to  each  prisoner,  if  they  were  al- 
lowed to  scatter  over  all  the  space ;  but  this  is  nut  the  case, 
as  nearly  all  of  them  are  usually  confined  in  the  cells. 
Twenty-four  are  kept  iu  four  small  cages,  which  afford  a 
space  of  1,664  cubic  feet,  or  69  feet  to  the  prisoner.  The 
rest  are  kept  in  these  larger  cages,  which  affords  an  aj^re- 
gate  space  of  2,900  cubic  feet,  or  96  cubic  feet  to  each  pris- 
oner. The  prison  allowance,  with  thorough  ventilation,  is, 
according  to  the  best  authorities  on  sanitary  science,  1,000 
cubic  feet  of  space  to  each  prisoner,  and  any  less  than  that 
amount  is  considered  unsafe  for  the  continued  confinement 
of  prisoners  in.  Here,  however,  we  have  men  confined  in  a 
space  of  sixty-nine  and  ninety-six  cubic  feet,  with  very  im- 
perfect and  deficient  ventilation,  given  them  only  through 
the  grating  of  the  doors  of  the  cages,  and  coming,  as  it 
does,  from  an  apartment  in  which  the  atmosphere  is  already 
in  a  measure  polluted,  and  so  heated  by  a  cast  iron  stove  as 
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to  be  rendered  almost  insufferable,  and  must  necessarily  be 
extremely  detrimental  to  the  health  and  aafet;  ol  the  in- 
mates. In  the  opinion  of  the>Committee  of  Public  Health, 
the  present  jail  is  entirely  insufficient  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  nnmber  of  prisoners  now  confined  in  it,  or  will 
hereafter  be  nsaally  confined,  if  it  is  proposed  that  they 
shall  have  that  protection  as  to  health  which  common  hu- 
manity demands.  In  our  opinion,  it  will  be  an  impossibil- 
ity for  any  one  having  charge  of  the  prison,  with  the  pres- 
ent arrangements  and  facilities,  to  keep  it  in  such  a  condi- 
tion as  will  be  even  an  approximation  to  a  fair  sanitary 
showing. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Seabs,  M.  D., 
M.  H.  Jordan,  M.  0., 
Obables  Wbeelas,  M.  D., 
E.  H.  Sholl,  M.  D., 
Bbioe  M.  Huoheb,  M.  D., 

Committee  of  Pablic  Health. 


Report  op  Jail  and  Poor  Farm. 

To  the  Committee  of  PvUtc  Health : 

Orntlbun — As  required  by  the  State  Health  Officer,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  on  the  san- 
itary oonditiou  of  the  jail  and  poor  farm  of  the  county. 
As  to  the  county  jail,  I  b^  leave  to  refer  to  the  report 
made  by  your  committee  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  county 
at  the  spring  session  of  the  circuit  court  This  report  was 
made  npoa  a  report  from  me,  after  careful  and  thorough 
inspection  and  examination  of  the  jul.  (See  copy  of  re- 
port on  this  subject,  appended  to  this  report,  marked  "Be- 
port  of  Committee  of  Public  Health  on  County  Jail."  The 
jail  is  in  the  same  oonditiou  now  that  it  was  when  that  re* 
port  was  made,  except  that  the  recommendation  therein 
made  as  to  the  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  water  closet 
connection  has  been  carried  into  effect,  and,  consequently, 
that  serious  deficiency  in  its  sanitary  condition  has  been 
remedied.    The  average  number  of  prisoners  confined  is 
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about  the  same  now  as  theo,  aod  consequently  there  is  the 
same  want  of  a  auffici^nc;  of  apace.  The  jail  is  kept  in  as 
good  condition  as  can  be  expected  under  the  circnmstanoes. 
There  are  at  present  in  the  jail  12  white  men,  23  negroes, 
one  white  woman,  and  two  negro  women. 

There  is  no  arrangement  for  taking  care  of  any  prisoner 
who  should  be  sick  enough  to  be  confined  to  bed,  as  there 
is  no  apartment  where  they  could  be  made  at  all  comfort- 
able, or  where  they  could  receive  such  nursing  as  would  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  comfort  or  restoration  to  health. 
Fortunately,  so  far,  it  is  rarely  the  case  for  any  of  them  to 
be  sick  with  any  acute  diseases  of  any  severity. 

The  prisoners  are  well  fed  and  clothed.  The  cells  are 
kept  in  a  cleanly  condition  as  far  as  can  possibly  be  done, 
when  the  character  of  many  of  the  inmates  is  considered. 
The  medical  treatment  of  the  prisoners  has  heretofore  been 
offered  by  several  physicians  of  the  city,  and  charged  for  as 
other  professional  services  are.  Keoently  the  Commission- 
ers Court  has  added  the  medical  treatment  of  the  prisoners 
to  my  duties  as  county  health  officer.  Since  I  have  taken 
charge  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the  prisoners,  I  call  once 
daily  and  prescribe  for  any  cases  occurring. 

POOB  HOUSE. 

It  is  a  sad  reflection  upon  our  community,  that  I  have  to 
report  that  np  to  this  time  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  we 
have  any  place  where  the  afflicted  poor  of  the  county  can 
be  properly  provided  for.  There  is  what  is  termed  a  Poor 
Farm  near  Jonesboro,  but  it  is  so  inefficiently  kept  that  it 
affords  comparatively  little  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  county. 
There  are  at  present  in  the  poor  house — 

Uftles.  FemaJe*. 

Nine  ianiktM S  6 

Whitoa,  6. 3  8 

Negro«s,  3 0  3 

Adult  whites,  *  2  3 

Adult  bkokB,  3 0  3 

OliUdren,  Whit«,  a. 1  1 

Dr.  Gillespie  is  the  attending  physician  to  the  poor  farm ; 
cost  of  medical  attention  about per  month. 
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The  poor  form  has  heretofore  been  let  ont  to  the  lowest 
bid  per  capita.  We  have  every  reasoo  to  congratulate  oar- 
selves,  however,  npon  the  fact  that  we  will  have  in  the  near 
fatare  saitable  and  ample  provision  made  for  the  suffering 
poor  of  the  oonnty,  as  the  CommissioDers  Court  have  re- 
cently purchased  a  very  desirable  tract  of  land  od  Village 
creek  near  this  oity,  where  they  propose  establishing  a  per- 
manent asylum  for  the  poor,  with  such  arrangements  as  will 
meet  all  the  necessaiy  wants  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  our 
population.  For  the  present  year,  until  suitable  buildings 
can  be  erected  on  the  tract  purchased  for  the  almshouse,  the 
poor  will  be  kept  by  certain  parties  near  this  city,  which 
will  be  a  much  better  arrangement,  as  it  will  enable  us  to 
to  provide  much  better  for  the  sick  and  afflicted  than  here- 
tofore. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  J.  Winn, 
Health  Officer  Jefferaon  Conoty. 
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LIMESTONE  COUNTY. 

ANNUAL  BEPOBT  OF  THE  HEALTH  OFFICBB,   1884. 

To  the.  Honorable  Commissioners  Court 

of  Limestone  County: 

Id  making  my  annual  report  to  jour  honorable  body,  allow 
me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  fact  that  no  pestilence  has 
rested  on  our  county  the  past  year.  The  Great  Bnler  of  the 
affairs  of  mankind  has  been  gracious  to  our  people  in  many 
vays,  and  especially  in  that  we  have  enjoyed  exemption  from 
fatal  and  unusual  disease.  Although  437  of  the  citizens  of 
oar  county  have  passed  away  since  the  date  ending  my  last 
report,  forty-four  of  them  lived  beyond  the  period  allotted 
to  man,  and  of  these,  twenty-one  had  lived  beyond  four 
score.  One  colored  female  was  reported  dying  at  the  extra- 
ordinary age  of  100  years.  I  am  not  sure  that  this  person's 
^e,  a  colored  female,  is  well  authenticated ;  but  in  1882  a 
white  female  died  in  this  county  at  the  a^  of  102  years, 
about  whose  record  there  could  be  no  dispute. 

Thirty-one  were  lost  ere  they  had  entered  upon  the  dis- 
chai^e  of  the  functions  belonging  to  an  independent  exist- 
ence. As  last  year  our  death  rate  was  shown  to  be  consid- 
erably over  the  standard  for  Alabama,  as  deduced  from  the 
census  returns,  so  f^ain  this  year  our  death  rate  per  thou- 
sand is  higher  than  for  1882.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
we  are  getting  so  many  interested  inthe  collection  of  vital 
statistics  that  very  few  deaths  occur  in  the  county  that  are 
not  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  health  officer.  This  is  cause 
for  congratulation,  for  only  in  proportion  as  returns  are  com- 
plete, can  the  information  derived  from  them  be  regarded  as 
reliable. 

Bstimating  our  population  at  33,000,  which  is  a  fair  com- 
putation, based  upon  the  known  ratio  existing  between  the 
number  of  persons  that  die  and  are  born  in  the  county  in  a 
given  period,  and  supposing  that  emigration  and  immigra- 
tion balance  each  other,  we  have  a  ratio  of  13.37  per  thou- 
sand of  white  population  and  25.50  per  thousand  of  the  ool- 
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ored.  Of  12,337  whites  in  the  county,  165  died,  77  males 
and  88  femalea ;  of  the  10,663  colored,  272  died,  126  malee 
and  147  females.  The  rate  per  thonsand  of  the  whole  pop- 
nlatioD,  19. 

Eight  handred  and  one  persona  were  bom  dnrinf;  the 
jear  1883.  The  largest  namber  reported  for  a  single  day 
was  five  oD  the  ^Ist  of  December. 

White  births-  Males 205 

FemaJ«« 169 

Totol 374    374 

Colored  birtba—MBlea. 33(1 

Females. 1117 

Total 427-437 

Total  white  and  colored 801 

White  rate  per  1,000  was  30.31 ;  colored  40.04.  Bate  per 
1,000  for  the  count;  34.74. 

The  soggestiona  made  in  mj  report  last  year  in  regard  to 
the  draio^e  of  ponds,  sloughs,  etc.,  in  certain  parts  of  the 
county,  have  not  yet  led  to  any  practical  result,  bnt  surely 
the  figures  brooght  before  yQU  in  the  shape  of  46  deaths  in 
a  single  year  from  malarial  diseaaea,  speaks  in  language  sim- 
ple yet  eloquent  The  sufi'eriog  and  loss  sustained  by  the 
living,  .and  yet  more,  the  almost  appaling  number  of  the 
dead,  that  would  still,  but  for  this  fatal  poison,  be  holding 
their  place  io  the  ranks  of  the  living,  call  upon  us  in  piteous 
appeals  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  of  so  much  preventable 
sickness  and  death.  If  we  consider,  in  addition  to  the  deaths 
caused  directly  and  solely  by  malarial  poison,  the  inoreased 
fatality  that  it  gives  to  other  diseases,  we  shall  be  able  to 
form  some  proper  idea  of  the  necessity  of  driving  it  away 
from  our  borders. 

Concert  of  action  on  the  part  of  those  living  in  the  in- 
fected districts  would  and  could  do  much  in  rendering  our 
county  more  salubrious,  and  your  honorable  body  does 
much  for  the  people  in  pointing  out  to  them  the  danger  and 
the  means  of  avoiding  it,  even  though  it  may  be  beyond 
jurisdiction  to  have  the  work  of  ditching,  draining,  etc.,  done 
for  them ;  bnt  since  every  beat  in  the  county,  except  Sand 


D,^.,/.JbyCJOOJ^[c  i 


238       BEPOBT  OF  THB  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Spring,  farnisheB  victims  to  this  foe  to  bnman  life  and 
health,  the  work  of  extenninatiDf;;  it  might  properly  be  nn- 
dertaken  at  the  public  expense.  The  number  of  deaths 
caased  by  malarial  disease  is  the  most  deserTinj^  of  onr  at- 
tention, for  here  we  can,  with  asHarance  of  ultimate  sncceas, 
commence  our  efforts  to  reduce  the  death  rate,  and  every 
person  dyin;;  from  thia  canae  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the 
victim  of  a  faulty  system  of  hygiene.  But  alas,  in  our  fair 
sontb-iand  the  beautiful  daughter  of  the  God  of  Medicine 
is  not  worshipped,  even  in  the  temples  of  her  father. 

A  further  analysis  of  the  tables  presented  for  your  inspec- 
tioDj'sliows  that  consumption  still  maintains  its  deadly  su- 
premacy— heading  the  list  with  seventy-one  victims;  more 
than  16  per  cent  of  the  whole  number.  Malaria  follows 
with  forty-six  victims,  ten  per  cent '  Next  in  order  of  fatal- 
ity we  find  pneumonia  claiming  forty-one  victims,  nine  per 
cent  while  sixteen  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  follow,  unpleas- 
antly, in  the  wake  of  the  leaders. 

We  are  often  ashed  what  is  the  use  of  all  the  efforts  sani- 
tarians are  making  to  collect  statistics?  What  good  will 
they  do?  Will  it  pay?  If  we  oonld  only  awaken  enough 
interest  in  the  oommnnity  to  compel  the  necessary  steps  to 
be  taken  and  the  expenditure  made  that  would  dear  our 
borders  of  the  loss  resulting  to  us  from  even  one  of  several 
preventable  causes  of  disease  the  question  wonld  be  satis- 
factorily answered. 

As  that  point  has  not  yet  been  reached  in  our  history,  I 
will  give  an  answer  to  these  questions  from  the  stand  point 
of  those  who  have  studied  this  subject 

There  being  no  national  system  of  registration  in  the  Uni- 
tfld  States,  the  duty  of  attending  to  this  matter  devolves 
upon  the  individaal  states,  and  as  a  law  can  only  be  execu- 
ted and  the  effect  it  is  intended  to  secure  can  be  attained 
only,  when  supported  by  public  sentiment  in  its  favor,  it 
follows,  that  it  is  only  "when  it  is  popularly  seen  and  appre- 
ciated that  no  one  can  be  bom  into  the  community  or  die 
out  of  it  without  affecting  the  rigfate  and  interests  of  every 
surviving  member,  that  adequate  legislation  and  adequate 
administration  will  be  provided,  for  recording  all  the  essen- 
tisl  facts  relating  to  the  beginning  and  the  close  of  every 
life." 
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A  proper  OBe  of  the  facts  obt&ined  fioin  the  vital  stalis- 
tic8  tables  ia  the  greatest  auxiliary  in  the  search  for  the  best 
methods  of  preserriiip  the  health  and  proloDging  the  active 
life  of  our  fellow-citizeDs,  from  them  we  learn  what  diseases 
we  have  to  contend  with,  and  by  a  comparison  of  the  resalts 
of  treatment  in  different  portions  of  the  state,  we  learn 
which  gives  the  best  results  and  in  this  way  each  reading 
physician  gets  the  result  of  the  experience  of  the  rest,  and 
whatever  helps  to  make  oar  doctors  more  competent  to 
ward  off  or  cure  disease,  it  needs  no  ailment  to  prove,  must 
be  advantageous  to  the  community  at  large. 

"In  the  matter  of  life  insurance  for  which  onr  people  are 
paying  so  much  annually  there  is  not  yet  any  entirely  reli- 
able standard  by  which  to  determine  whether  the  compa- 
nies are  charging  proper  rates  or  not  The  collection  of 
vital  statistics  will  remedy  this  by  furniahing  data  from 
which  the  per  cent  of  the  population  dying  annually  may 
be  accurately  determined."  The  money  to  be  saved  in  this 
way  will  soon  outweigh  the  whole  cost  of  obtaining  reliable 
vital  statistic  tables. 

We  need  the  information  afforded  by  these  tables  to 
enable  us  to  determine  the  changes  taking  place  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  people  by  the  operation  of  natural  causes. 

"We  need  this  systematic  registration  of  births  and  deaths 
in  the  community  for  legal  purposes  enabling  us  often  to 
identify  individuals  in  their  relatiou  to  their  families,  to 
determine  ages  in  legal  disputes,  when  there  is  often  no 
other  way  to  do  so,  and  sometimes  to  satisfy  the  ends  of 
justice. 

This  registration  furnishes  data  for  sanitary  purposes  by 
giving  warning  of  the  undue  increase  of  disease  or  death 
due  to  preventable  causes,  Euid  also  indicates  the  localities 
in  which  sanitary  effort  is  most  desirable  and  most  likely  to 
be  of  use." 

"Another  object  is  to  collect  data  for  scientiflo  purposes 
as  bearing  on  the  laws  of  human  development"  Bvery  fact 
in  regard  to  life  is  of  interest  to  every  one  in  the  commu- 
nity and  none  of  us  unfamiliar  with  the  good  that  is  con- 
stantly coming  to  us  in  practical  every  day  life,  from  the 
investigation  of  men  eng^ed  in  purely  scientific  pursuits, 


D,^.,/.JbyCJOOJ^IC 


240  REPDBT  OF  THE  GrTATE  BOASD  OF  HEALTH. 

can  re&lize  tbat  it  is  of  ad;  interest  or  advantage  to  the.  pub- 
lic to  aid  in  these  investigationa,  and  for  this  reason  we  are 
ooDstantly  met  by  the  objectioo  that  this  thing  costs  more 
than  it  is  worth,  hence  the  constant  effort  to  get  the  figare 
of  compensation  placed  at  the  lowest  possible  point,  but  if, 
as  I  have  shown,  this  registration  is  vital  to  the  pecnniary 
interests  of  the  county,  then  it  ought  to  be  done  well,  and 
good  merits  good  pay  and  what  the  public  weal  demands 
the  pnblio  pnrses  should  pay  for. 

J.  R   HOFFKAN, 

H.  O.  Limestone  County. 
Health  Officer's  Bepori'. 

Summoning  up  the  vital  statistics  of  our  county  for  the 
year  1884,  we  find  that  523  of  our  citizens  in  the  year  just 
passed  away,  left  their  places  on  earth  and  went  to  join  the 
innnmerable  oaravan,  which  moves  to  that  mysterious  realm 
where  each  shall  take  his  chamber  iu  the  silent  halls  of 
death.  Of  these  27  never  "wept  nor  smiled,"  208  others 
died  at  five  years  old  and  under,  aud  65  had  passed  the  limit 
of  three  score  years  and  ten,  whilst  by  reason  of  strength  23 
had  seen  four  score. 

The  importance  of  the  law  for  the  collection  of  vital  sta- 
tistics is  becoming  more  manifest  to  oar  people  every  year, 
and  very  many  uf  them  are  giving  valuable  assistance  to  the 
health  officer  in  his  efforts  to  record  every  death  and  every 
birth  that  occurs  in  the  county,  and  very  soon  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  announce  to  your  Honorable  body  that  every  one  is 
doing  his  dot;  in  this  respect.  If  the  more  intelligent  and 
thoughtful  of  the  community  would  suggest  to  their  less 
gifted  neighbors  the  propriety  as  well  as  obligation  resting 
upon  all  citizens  to  make  vital  statistic  reports,  the  law 
wonld  soon  become  so  generally  recognized  that  a  man 
wonld  no  sooner  neglect  to  make  these  returns  than  he 
would  to  get  married  without  a  license  from  the  probate 
judge.  There  were  206  marriages  in  the  county  in  1884,  and 
not  one  of  the  men  married  forgot  to  get  his  papers,  and 
pay  his  $2.00,  whilst  this  requires  an  oatlay  of  one  cent  only 
for  po&tage  and  the  health  officer  furnishes  that  even  if  ap- 
plied for. 


COUNTY  BBP0BT8 — LIMESTONE.  241 

'  Tapper  oalla  a  babe  in  the  hoase  a  well-Bpring  of  pleas- 
ure. The  neifttibors  assemble  to  coogratalate  the  paraote, 
and  all  like  to  talk  about  the  baby ;  and  yet  when  the  State, 
in  the  interest  of  fp'eat  sanitary  qnestious,  requires  the 
birth  to  be  registered,  we  fiad  some  objectiuft,  on  the 
ground  that  it  ia  meddling  with  their  private  afifairs.  If 
there  are  any  who  are  so  ashamed  of  their  babies  that  they 
never  tell  anybody  about  them,  we  will  excuse  them  from 
reporting  to  the  health  officer,  and  when  all  the  rest  have 
been  registered,  the  nu  mber  of  those  left  oat  will  not  very  ma- 
terially affect  the  calculation,  based  upon  sanitary  statistics. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  some  attention  be  given  to  the 
jail  in  this  report,  but  as  not  a  single  inmate  has  died  in  that 
institution  in  fifteen  years,  its  sanitary  condition  must  be 
good. 

As  to  the  poor-house,  I  wonld  only  suggest  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  many  tax-payers  that  more  comforts  and  con- 
veniences ought  to  be  afforded  to  the  inmates  of  this  insti- 
tntion,  even  at  a  greater  cost  to  the  county  than  is  now  in- 
curred. In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  cholera  will  almost 
surely  be  upon  us  the  coming  summer,  it  behooves  us  to  be 
patting  our  houses  in  order  to  meet  it — not  wait  for  it  to  be 
upon  us  before  we  do  anything  to  keep  it  away. 

The  most  nseful  direction  that  can  be  given  is,  keep  all 
premises  entirely  clean — not  houses  and  yards  only,  but 
stables  and  outhouses  of  every  description ;  allow  no  heaps 
of  filth  or  refuse  about  the  place — not  even  such  as  in  ordi- 
nary seasons  do  no  harm  that  we  know  of;  keep  privies 
clean,  covering  their  contents  with  fresh  earth.  A  disin- 
fectant for  this  purpose  is  better  than  lime.  If  one  has 
habits  in  eating  or  drinking  that  he  would  lay  aside  in  the 
presence  of  cholera,  let  him  begin  the  reform  now,  so  that 
the  system  may  become  accustomed  to  the  change,  and  at 
the  same  time  have  acquired  more  power  to  resist  disease. 

It  is  a  bad  plan  to  await  ite  approach,  and  then,  as  "car- 
nal season  in  a  storm,  turn  pious  converte  and  reform." 
J.   R   HOFFK&N, 
Health  0£Bcer  Limestone  County. 

Athens,  Alabama,  December  30,  1884 
The  jail  of  Limestone  county  is  a  brick  structure  22x60 
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feet,  and  two  stories  bigb,  situated  in  Atheos ;  location  as 
heatthj  as  any  in  town.  The  lower  story  is  ased  as  a  dwell- 
inf;  house  for  the  sheriff's  family.  Prisoners  are  all  kept 
on  the  upper  floor,  which  la  divided  into  two  small  rooms, 
10t12,  and  one  lan^  room.  In  the  lar^e  room  is  an  iron 
caj^e  12x15  feet,  and  in  this  apartment  most  of  the  prisoners 
are  kept. 

In  1884  there  have  been  from  five  to  fonrteen  prisoners 
in  jail,  averaf(iDg  perhaps  eighL 

This  large  room  in  which  the  c^e  ia  bailt  is  warmed  by 
a  stove,  and  can  be  kept  comfortable. 

There  has  been  bat  one  female  in  Jail  this  year — a  negro 
woman  twenty-two  years  old.  There  are  two  white  men 
now  in  jail.  Four  whites  have  been  committed  since  Sep- 
tember lat 

The  sexes  are  separated,  but  the  color  line  is  lost  when  a 
prisoner  enters  the  Limestone  county  jail. 

The  house  and  premises  are  kept  clean,  and  there  is  very 
little  sickneas.  I  do  not  remember  an  instance  of  the 
death  of  an  inmate  for  fifteen  years. 

The  poor-house  is  built  on  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres 
of  land  belonging  to  the  county,  is  favorably  located  to  ae- 
cnre  the  health  of  the  inmates,  and  is  fonr  miles  east  of 
Athens.  The  baildinga  consist  of  a  double  log  bouse,  in 
which  the  lessee  or  overseer  lives.  In  a  separate  yard  ad- 
joining are  three  donble  houses,  with  rooms  16x16.  Ten  ia 
the  averse  number  of  paupers,  mostly  whites.  The  con- 
tractor has  the  use  of  the  farm  (a  poor  one),  and  gets  $50  a 
year  each  for  feeding  and  caring  for  the  paupers  sent  to  him. 

He  contracts  to  furnish  them  an  abundance  of  whole- 
some  food,  and  keep  their  apartments  clean  and  comfort- 
able.    No  other  specifications. 

The  county  fumiahea  clothing,  bedding  and  medical  at- 
tention, the  last  item  being  let  out  to  tbe  lowest  bidder, 
which  is  this  year  tl5  per  annum,  including  jail  and  poor- 
house — the  doctor  furnishing  medicine. 

The  county  physician  usually  has  very  little  to  do,  bnt 
occasionally  his  $75  is  dearly  earned. 

The  poor-house  farm  is  valued  at  $2,000. 

J.  B.  Hoffman, 
H.  O.  Limestone  Ooanty. 
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LOWNDES  COUNTY. 


The  Medioal  Society  of  Lowndes  CotNTT, 
The  Office  of  the  Secbetaby, 
LowDdeaboro,  Ala.,  Febrnary  20, 188S. 

Dear  Dtidor: 

I  send  per  express  to-day  my  annual  report,  and  trust  it 
will  be  satisfactory.  I  bave  spent  a  ^reat  deal  of  time  and 
Inbor  in  (i;ettiDg  it  ap,  recogaiztDg  the  fact  that  statistics 
should  be  as  near  perfect  as  possible  to  be  of  any  use.  I 
have  followed  the  Qomenctature  of  diseases,  as  published  in 
the  last  Transactions,  as  closely  as  possible.  When  I  have 
been  noable  to  follow  it,  I  bave  used  Seale's  classification. 

The  couDty  jail  I  personally  inspected.  The  sewerage  is 
bad.  The  capacity  of  the  jail  is  given  in  at  seventy-five. 
Number  confined  there  in  1884,  two  hundred  and  fifty. 
Number  of  deaths,  one,  from  dysentery.  In  tfae  early  part 
of  last  summer  a  typhoid  form  of  dysentery  prevailed,  un- 
doubtedly owing  to  the  condition  of  the  sewers. 

We  have  no  poor-houae  in  this  county ;  bnt,  from  the  pro- 
bate judge,  I  learn  that  there  are  thirty-one  paupers,  cost- 
ing the  county  $2,785.02,  including  medical  attention,  being 
an  average  per  capita  of  a  fraction  over  t89.00.  We  have 
had  no  epidemic  diseases  of  any  kind.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer  and  early  in  the  fall,  we  had  a  great 
deal  of  dysentery,  confined  principally  to  Beat  No.  15,  of  a 
typhoid  type,  and  very  fatal,  presumably  due  to  efiects  of 
bad  water,  though  Dr.  Hopping  thinks  the  clearing  of  a 
large  tract  of  land  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  sickness 
of  his  beat  Very  truly, 

Shibley  Bbaqo,  M.  D., 

H.  O.  Lowndes  County. 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

An  EprroHE  of  thb  Woes  of  the  Boabd  of  Health  of 

MOHTOOMEBY   COUMTY  FOB  1883. 

The  first  work  of  the  board  began  in  April,  when  a  case 
of  small-pox  was  iotrodnced  in  the  city.  The  case  was 
that  of  aa  express  agent  running  between  Montgomery  and 
New  Orleans,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  disease  was 
ooutraoted  in  the  latter  named  city. 

Fortunately  an  early  diagnosis  was  made,  and  by  prompt 
action  of  the  board,  the  disease  was  prevented  from  spread- 
ing. The  precautions  taken  were  a  strict  isolation  and 
quarantine  of  the  house  and  family  in  which  the  case  oc- 
curred, and  the  removal  of  the  case  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  city.  The  case  was  also  placed  under  strict  quarantine 
regulations,  and  a  physician  specially  detailed  to  treat  the 
case. 

A  general  vaccination  was  requested  by  the  board  of  all 
persons  who  had  not  been  vaccinated. 

The  wisdom  and  promptness  of  immediate  isoliUion  and 
quarantine,  and  the  thoroughness  with  which  the  qnaran- 
tine  regulations  were  enforced,  were,  no  doabt,  the  cause  of 
stamping  out  the  disease,  and  preventing  an  epidemic  iu 
the  city. 

On  July  1st,  the  board  met  to  elect  the  health  officer  for 
the  ensuing  year,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Dr.  B. 
J.  Baldwin. 

No  other  meeting  occurred  until  August  14th,  when  the 
board  was  called  to  consider  the  reports  of  yellow  fever  at 
Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi.  A  telegram  was  sent  to  Dr.  R. 
Shannon,  inspector  of  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Health  at  Ocean  Sprints,  inquiring  about  the  rumors  of 
yellow  fever  at  that  place.  Dr.  ShanooD  replied  that  there 
had  been  one  death  from  black  vomit  seven  miles  above, 
on  Fort  Bayon. 

The  board  met  ^ain  on  August  15th,  when  it  was  moved 
that  the  State  Health  Officer  be  requested  to  proceed  to 
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Ocean  Springs,  and  aeoertain  and  report  what  meaenres  of 
precantion  had  been  taken  against  the  epread  of  yellow  fe- 
ver at  Fort  Bayou.  The  State  Health  Officer  being  out  of 
the  city,  he  was  telegraphed  the  request  of  the  board  at 
several  small  towns  where  it  was  supposed  be  had  gone. 

On  AngQBt  18th,  reports  were  received  of  yellow  fever 
existing  at  the  navy  yard,  near  Pensacola,  Fort  Barancas, 
Warrington,  and  the  Navy  Hospital. 

iJpon  motion,  the  board  passed  a  resolation  snggestiog 
to  the  mayor  that  he  proclaim  a  quarantine  at  onoe  against 
all  places  infected  with  yellow  fever. 

On  Angnst  tlie  22d  the  president  read  a  telegram  from 
Dr.  Cochran,  stating  that  two  cases  of  yellow  fever  had  been 
discovered  in  Pensacola.  It  was  moved  that  quarantine 
officers  be  placed  on  all  the  railroads  at  once,  and  that  the 
board  adopt  the  same  quarantine  regulations  as  were  in 
force  in  1882. 

On  Augnst  the  24th,  a  communication  was  read  from  Dr. 
Cochran,  State  health  officer,  from  Pensacola  Junction,  ask- 
ing for  a  conference  at  that  place  at  the  earliest  possible 
convenience,  of  the  health  authorities  of  all  the  towns  and 
counties  endangered  by  the  presence  of  yellow  fever  at  Pen- 
sacola. 

A  telegram  was  sent  Dr.  Cochran  that  no  member  of  this 
board  was  able  to  come,  but  to  send  results  for  their  ac- 
ceptance. 

The  mayor  reported  that  a  negro  had  been  captured  by 
the  police,  who  had  violated  the  quarantine  laws  of  the  city. 
He  wished  to  know  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  pris- 
oner. The  board  i^reed  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  safe 
to  confine  the  prisoner  for  ten  days  in  the  old  city  hospital, 
one  mile  from  town,  and  after  the  expiration  of  that  time 
they  thought  the  prisoner  onght  to  be  punished  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  law. 

On  September  the  4th  a  telegram  was  received  from  J.  B. 
Onttermaun,  president  of  the  board  of  health  of  Pensacola, 
asserting  that  Pensacola  now  enjoyed  better  health,^nd  ask- 
ing Montgomery  to  raise  the  quarantine. 

After  reviewing  the  history  of  the  disease  in  Pensacola  in 
17 
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1682,  the  board  thoufi^ht  it  prudent  to  wait  a  few  days  before 
adviaiug  the  quarantine  to  be  raised. 

On  September  the  8th  a  long  commnnicatioa  waa  received 
from  president  Guttermaa,  complaining  of  the  injustice  of 
the  continuance  of  the  Montgomery  quarantine,  and  asking 
again,  iu  behalf  of  the  businesa  interest  of  Peosacola,  that 
it  be  raised. 

The  board  then  resolved,  that  as  the  lOtli  day  of  Septem- 
ber would  be  twenty  days  since  the  report  of  any  fever  in 
Peasacola,  that  the  quarantine  restrictions  against  that  place 
be  then  withdrawn,  and  so  suggested  to  the  city  authorities. 
The  city  anthorities,  however,  after  receiving  the  resolution 
of  the  board,  postponed  any  immediate  action  upon  it. 

On  October  the  Ist,  the  board  received  news  of  the  death 
of  four  persons  in  one  house  in  Brewton,  Alabama,  accom- 
panied by  fever  and  hemorrhage.  Whereupon,  the  board 
recommended  that  the  city  anthorities  should  quarantine 
Brewton  at  once.  On  October  the  9th,  permission  was  given 
the  M.  &  M.  Railroad  Company  to  receive  and  deliver 
passengers  and  freight  half  mile  from  Brewton.  On  the 
8th  of  October  the  board  resolved  that  no  trains  or  persons 
be  allowed  to  come  into  the  city  of  Mont^fomery,  if  they  had 
stopped  at  any  place  infected  with  yellow  fever.  On  Octo- 
ber the  10th,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  board,  thank- 
ing Dr.  Cochran  for  a  clinical  history  of  the  sickness  in 
Brewton. 

On  October  the  12th  nothing  of  any  importance  waa 
transacted  by  the  board. 

On  October  the  25th,  a  communication  was  received,  sta- 
ting that  yellow  fever  was  rising  at  Oakfield,  Fla,  but  an 
inquiry  into  this  statement  proved  that  it  could  not  be  sus- 
tained. 

A  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  also  reported  as  having  ooonr- 
red  in  the  3d  ward  of  Montgomery.  A  resolution  was  passed 
by  the  board  requesting  Dr.  Baldwin,  whose  patient  it  was, 
to  instruct  the  family  to  keep  the  patient  in  the  house  iso- 
lated, and  if  any  of  the  children  of  the  family  were  attend- 
ing the  schools,  that  they  should  not  return  until  the  dan- 
ger of  the  spreading  of  the  disease  had  passed. 

On  November  the  3d,  a  telegram  was  received  from  Dr.  J. 
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T.  B.  Foard,  of  Brewton,  stating  that  there  had  been  plenty 
of  frost  and  ice,  and  asking  that  the  qBaraatioe  be  raised. 
After  discQsaing  the  propriety  of  removing  the  quaraDtine, 
the  board  deemed  it  bust  to  postpone  action  for  a  few  days. 

On  November  the  &th,  a  resolution  was  passed,  limiting 
the  quarantine  restriction  u^ainst  Brewton  to  persons  and 
freight. 

On  November  the  15th  the  board  resolved  that  as  alt  dan- 
ger from  yellow  fever  was  over,  that  the  quarantine  restric- 
tions be  revoked  against  all  places. 

During  the  year  the  board  have  examined  two  applicants 
for  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  coanty,  both  of  whom 
were  passed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  held  January  10th, 
the  above  was  adopted  as  a  report  of  the  board  for  1S83.  A 
resolution  was  also  passed  thanking  Dr.  Jerome  Cochran, 
State  health  officer,  for  services  rendered  during  the  year. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  held  January  Slst, 
it  was  resolved  to  submit  the  above  to  the  County  Society 
OS  their  report,  with  additional  statistical  tables.  The 
board,  also,  desire  to  state  that  they  have  taken  steps  to 
have  the  tables  for  the  first  six  months  reported.  A  com- 
plaint is  also  entered  by  the  board  of  the  irregular  way  in 
which  the  physicians,  both  of  the  city  and  county,  return 
their  birth  and  death  certificates,  and  an  earnest  request 
made  of  them  to  be  more  prompt 

Benj.  J.  Baldwin, 

Secretary. 
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PIKE  COUNTY. 

Befobt  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Pike  County  fob 
THE  Yeab  1883. 

During  the  yeftr  1883  our  county  suffered  from  an  epi- 
demic of  measles,  which  was  well  marked  and  peculiarly 
contagious,  sparing  neither  young  nor  old.  Every  neighbor- 
hood suffered  from  winter  until  early  summer,  then  the  re- 
gestEB  lasted  through  the  whole  year. 

There  were  some  few  sporadic  cases  of  typhoid  fever  iu 
different  localities  of  the  county.  Malarial  diseases  are  in- 
diginous  to  all  sections  of  our  county,  bat  are  usually  of 
mild  type.  A  few  cases  of  malignant  type  in  specially  ex- 
posed neighborhoods.  Dysentery  prevailed  to  a  limited 
extent  and  of  mild  type — sequence  of  measles.  The  county 
was  rather  healthier  than  usual.  Mortality  small,  compared 
with  other  years.  Mortality  specially  heavy  among  the 
very  old. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  buildings  of  the 
county  in  fair  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  CE08SLT,  M.  D.. 

President  of  Board, 

J.  8.  Beard,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
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SUMTER  COUNTT. 

CODNITf  HfiiLTH  OfFIOEB'S  RePOBT  FOB  1884. 
BEUABES — KETBOBOLOOICAL. 

I  have  Qo  definite  meteorological  data  of  the  year,  bat  a 
few  general  remarks  will  point  oat  its  salient  meteorological 
features. 

The  year  waa  ashered  in  by  a  aevere  cold  spell.  During 
the  first  week  of  January  the  thermometer  fell  to  6"F.  This 
ia  an  unaaually  low  point  for  thia  connty,  and  has  occurred 
only  twice  before  in  a  period  of  thirty  years. 

Thia  spell  was  followed  by  a  somewhat  protracted  period 
of  cold,  wet  weather,  extending  into  March  and  the  early 
part  of  April 

In  Febraaiy  and  March  rain  was  very  abnndant,  and  the 
soil  was  thoroughly  soaked  with  water.  Thia  excess  of  rain 
in  the  spring  months  and  in  June  waa  followed  by  a  warm, 
dry  August,  the  drouth  extending  into  September  and  Oc- 
tober. 

The  summer  waa  steadily  warm,  bat  not  marked  by  any 
anasuol  elevation  of  the  thermometer.  NothwithstandiDg 
the  long  drouth  of  September  and  October,  the  snbsoil  wa- 
ter waa  more  abundant  than  in  the  fait  of  1883;  wells  and 
springs  not  becoming  so  much  exhausted.  September,  Oo- 
tober  and  November  were  dry  and  pleasant  Bain  fell  in 
moderate  quantity  in  November  and  the  early  part  of  De- 
cember, followed  by  cool  weather.  On  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber a  cold  wave,  accompanied  by  rain,  passed  over  the  county 
(thermometer  15'^),  which  lasted  for  three  days.  The  year 
then  closed  with  warm,  spring-like  weather. 

These  meteorological  features  will  be  referred  to  in  the 
remarks  apon  the  prevalence  of  pneumonia  in  Febmu^, 
March  and  April,  aud  of  the  severer  forms  of  malarial  fever 
in  September  and  October. 

STATISTIOAL. 

By  reference  to  the  mortuary  tables  of  1883  and  1884,  it 
Till  be  seen  that  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  io  1884  ez-  j 
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This  kiod  of  a  soil,  becoming  aabarsted  with  the  exoessive 
spring  ftod  June  rains,  would  readily  retain  a  ground  water, 
which,  with  abundant  vegetable  matter,  exposed  to  the  auu 
of  the  hot  and  dry  September  and  October  of  Isst  fall, 
wonld  offer  the  material  for  the  production  of  the  most 
deadly  malarial  poisons.  This  seems  to  be  the  more  evi- 
dent, when  it  is  stated  that  when  the  season  has  only  a 
moderate  degree  of  spring  and  summer  rains,  and  the  fall 
is  not  unusually  dry,  these  two  beats  are  not  subjected  to 
this  prevalence  of  malarial  fevers. 

cbrebbo-flpihal  feveb— cerebeo-spinal  meningitis  (spotted 
feveb). 

I  have  given  these  terms,  as  being  often  nsed  as  syn- 
onyms, to  denote  a  local  endemic  that  occurred  near  Cuba 
in  February  and  March. 

The  first  cases  were  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Gottrell,  who 
lived  near  Cuba,  jost  over  the  Mississippi  line.  In  liis 
family  tbree  deaths  occurred.  He  then  removed  to  Joues' 
Bluff,  in  this  county,  where  four  others  of  bis  family  died 
with  the  same  disease.  These  cases  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Gottrell  occurred  from  the  15th  to  the  25th  of  February. 
Soon  after  these  cases,  several  other  oases  occurred  in  the 
family  of  Mrs.  McElroy,  about  two  miles  from  Cuba,  and 
in  qnick  succession  (by  the  last  of  March),  in  this  family, 
and  those  associated  with  them,  there  were  seventeen 
deaths,  which  with  the  three  who  bad  died  in  Cottrell's 
family,  made  a  total  of  twenty  deaths  in  six  weeks,  in  a 
population  of  some  two  or  three  hundred. 

Of  the  seventeen  deaths  reported  to  me  as  health  of- 
ficer, all  were  whites — five  males  and  twelve  females.  Of 
these,  twelve  were  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  three 
others  which  died  in  Misaissippi  (not  reported)  were  also 
children. 

Not  one  attacked  by  the  disease  recovered.  The  first  two 
deaths  reported  were  in  a  family  about  two  miles  from 
Cnba ;  the  next  four  in  a  family  about  one-half  mile  from 
the  first  two.  The  families  were  related,  and  the  members 
of  the  second  family  had  been  constantly  with  the  sick  of 
the  first  family.    The  seventh  and  eighth  coses,  also  related 
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and  associated  with  tbs  nick,  lived  two  miles  from  the  laat 
mentioDdd. 

The  ninth  case  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Giles,  attending  phy- 
siciao.  Hia  son,  a  lad  of  fourteen,  had  also  been  with  the 
sick.     Dr.  Giles  lived  abont  two  miles  from  his  patients. 

The  eleventh  caae  waa  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ward,  who  had 
also  been  with  the  sick  of  the  previous  families. 

The  remaining  cases  were  all  assooiated  with  the  sick. 

These  facta  are  mentioned  because  thej  gave  rise,  in  the 
minds  of  the  comtnunit;,  to  the  ides  of  contagion,  and,  so 
far  as  a  few  cases  may,  give  support  to  the  opinion  of  the 
poblic  contagiousness  of  this  disease.  Upon  the  other 
hand,  the  four  cases  which  died  at  Jones'  Bluff,  where  no 
case  occurred  outside  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Cottrell,  give 
counter  evidence  on  this  point. 

THE  SYHPTOHS,   ItC. 

The  symptoms  as  gathered  from  conversation  witli  Drs. 
Ward  and  Giles  at  the  time  of  t)ie  outbreak,  with  Dr.  D. 
Henagan  of  James  Bluff,  and  from  a  late  letter  from  Drs. 
Ward  and  Giles  were,  an  initiatory  chill,  or  chilliness,  soon 
followed  by  vomiting  of  a  greenish  fluid,  frontal  headache, 
contracted  pupils,  a  tendency  to  draw  the  body  forwards, 
though  in  some  of  the  cases  there  was  opisthotonos.  The 
decobitus  was  dorsal,  or  lateral  the  arms  contracted,  or 
folded  in  most  cases  across  the  breast  Carly  in  the  attack, 
particularly  with  the  children,  there  were  convulsions.  The 
reaction  from  the  chill,  when  there  was  reaction,  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  pulse  not  very  far  from  110  to  120,  with  temper- 
ature from  101  to  105,  folfowed,  if  the  patient  lived  through 
the  24  hours,  by  a  slight  remission  and  a  second  chilli- 
ness and  convukions.  The  bowels  were  generally  loose,  the 
orine  retained.  -Mind  generally  clear,  except  just  after  the 
spasms,  or  during  the  coma  of  last  hours,  though  in  some 
cases  there  was  marked  delirium. 

Preceding  the  chill,  to  several  of  the  cases  there  were 
complaints  at  soreness  or  tenderness  of  the  entire  surface. 
In  one  case,  a  little  boy,  the  attack  was  preceded  by  severe 
pain  in  one  hand  and  arm,  and  in  another  by  severe  pain  iu 
the  leg.    The  attack,  however,  was  generally  sudden,  and 
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death  io  from  three  to  twelve  hours,  only  three  or  four  liv- 
ing as  lonf^  as  48  hours  after  the  attack.  A  few  of  the  cases, 
aQt«,  a  post  mortem,  presented  the  purplish  splotches,  or 
Bpota,  from  which  this  disease  has  been  denominated,  "spot- 
ted fever." 

The  latter  part  of  March  it  disappeared,  and  the  commu- 
nity has  since  that  time  had  its  usual  good  health. 

OLASMFICATION  OF  DISEASES. 

I  have  found  it  somewhat  difficult  with  the  data  given  in 
the  certificates,  to  make  a  satisfactory  classification  of  the 
causes  of  death,  as  indicated  in  the  "Statistical  Nomenclature 
of  Causes  of  Death,"  published  in  last  volume  of  Transac- 
tions. 

Often  the  returns  are  indefinite,  a  symptom  being  returned 
as  the  cause  of  death,  or  some  general  condition  as  "dropsy" 
or  "congestion"  given  bsthe  disease.  Here  the  cause  of  the 
dropsy  or  the  locality  of  the  congestion  not  being  given,  it 
is  difficult  to  assign  a  proper  place  in  the  classification. 

Hence  I  have  added,  "not  daxei/lei"  and  placed  under  this, 
"dropsy"  when  no  cause  or  locality  is  given,  and  also  "not 
given,"  of  which  there  are  17  cases  reported. 

I  find  also  that  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  London  speak  of  cholera  infantum  and  entero  coli- 
tis as  the  same  disease.  My  reporters  have  not  considered 
them  and  one  case  of  entero  colitis  is  reported  in  an  adult 
I  have  retained  both  names  as  cause  of  death,  reporting  one 
under  the  head  of  geneial  diseases  (A)  and  the  other  under 
local  diseases.     See  Digestive  System. 

Also  some  doubt  seemed  to  esist  as  to  the  place  tor  the 
term  "marasmus."     I  have  looked  upon  it  as  an  atrophy 
of  infancy,  the  counterpart  of  debility  of  age  and  placed  it 
with  the  development  of  diseases. 
Respecfutly  submitted, 

R.  D.  Webb,  M.  D., 
Health  Officer  for  Sumter  County. 

December  10th,  1885. 
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BEPOBT  ON  JAIL. 

Jail  of  Sumter  coimty  lias  at  present  12  inmates  ;  rather 
below  the  average,  as  it  is  just  at  the  close  of  our  conntj 
coarL 

White  males  2  ;  black  males  10. 

I  cannot  give  you  the  offenses  with  which  they  are 
charged. 

County  pays  jailor  30  cents  per  day  for  feediuf^  prisoners. 

POOB  HOUSB. 

Total  8  ;  whites  1,  males  1,  females  0 ;  blacks  7,  males  5, 
females  2. 

Of  these  one  is  a  decided  case  of  dementia,  and  three 
othera  very  feeble  minded,  one  an  epileptic 

The  superintendent  receives  16.50  per  head  per  month, 
for  feeding  and  clothing. 

For  one,  the  case  of  dementia,  {who  is  very  troublesome), 
he  receives  $10  per  month. 

R  D.  Webb, 
FhysiciaD  to  Poor  House  and  Jail 

Livingston,  December  22,  1884. 


DigiLizedbyGoOglc 


OOONn  BSPOBT8 — ^rU»KALO08A. 


TU8KAL00SA  OOUNTY-1884. 

To  Dr.  Jerome  Cochran, 

My  Dear  Sir: 

I  received  in  due  time  your  circular  letter  of  November 
20tb,  and  bave  made  one  or  two  attempts  to  reply  to  it,  but 
have  beeu  interrupted  belore  I  could  complete  my  letters. 
I  presume  our  health  officer  is  prepaiiug  replies  to  your 
several  inquiries,  more  particularly  addressed  to  him ;  bat 
as  you  request  all  who  receive  the  coinmuuicatiou  to  ac- 
knowledge its  reception.  I  reply  to  that  request,  and  take 
the  opportunity  of  putting  in  other  things  also. 

In  section  6  of  your  letter  you  make  iuquiry  as  to  the  san- 
itary condition  of  the  county  jails  and  poor  bouses,  in  the 
State,  and  request  a  prompt  reply.  I  presume  Dr.  C.  will  an- 
swer you  on  that  point  as  well  as  the  others,  but  as  it  is  a  topic 
on  which  yon  and  I  bad  some  conversation  when  you  were 
last  in  our  town,  I  will  also  make  you  an  answer ;  especially 
as  I  think  this  a  matter  that  in  the  first  place  belongs  to  the 
profession  by  virtue  of  their  duties  as  conservators  of  the 
public  health,  and  by  the  law  committed  to  them,  besides 
it  is  a  matter  demanding  public  attention. 

In  reply  directly  to  section  6, 1  can  say  in  reference  to 
our  oounty  jail  that  it  is  now  in  a  very  much  better  condi- 
tion than  it  has  ever  been.  Agitation  of  the  question  a  few 
years  ago  by  some  of  the  philanthropists  of  our  community 
and  other  parts  of  the  State,  Miss  Julia  Tntwiler  leading, 
drew  public  attention  to  this  matter  and  led  to  a  vast  im- 
provement in  the  comfort  and  care  of  the  inmates  of  jails 
all  over  the  State.  Our  jail  is  now  well  furnished,  warmed 
by  steam,  has  water  over  the  building,  and  sewer  pipes  car- 
ry off  the  washings  and  offal.  The  food  is  good  and  abun- 
dant and  medical  attention  is  furnished  when  needed. 

No  such  favorable  report  can  be  made  as  to  our  county 
poor.  The  system  under  which  they  are  cared  for  is  a  very 
objectionable  ona  It  has  been  the  custom  for  a  number  of 
years  to  let  them  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  and  they  have 
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been  moved  from  one  place  to  aootlier  iu  accordaoce  with 
the  cfaeftpneas  of  the  place  ;  often  political  prefereucea  guid- 
iof^or  iuflnenciiif^  the  deciBion.  At  present  the  keeper  a^ees 
to  furnish  food,  lodging  and  clothing  for  $475  per  month  for 
adultH,  and  half  that  price  for  children  under  ten.  There 
are  at  present,  I  learn,  about  forty  inmates,  30  whites,  and 
ten  blacks,  seven  or  eight  of  them  being  children.  Separate 
log  cabins  are  provided  for  the  oolors,  and  the  sexes.  Med- 
ical attention  is  furnished  by  contract,  so  much  a  year. 

Ah  the  keeper  only  holds  his  place  in  accordance  with  his 
contract,  for  one  year,  be  makes  only  temporary  arrange- 
ments. His  log  cabins  are  temporary  affairs,  and  the  beds, 
bedding  and  clothing  of  the  very  cheapest  kind,  altogether 
insnflicient  for  changes  in  the  weather.  Although  some 
attempt  is  made  to  keep  the  colors  and  sexes  apart  by  hav- 
ing separate  log  hute  for  them  to  live  in,  yet  that  is  the 
most  that  is  done,  and  the  vices,  that  in  the  first  place  have 
brought  many  of  the  inmates  to  the  place,  are  only  held  in 
check  by  the  incapability  of  the  parties.  The  most  that  can 
be  said  of  the  place  is  that  it  is  a  locality  where  the  most 
objectionable  poor  are  furnished  food  and  lodging,  the  food 
being  the  main  items  in  the  cost  of  maintaining  them,  and 
the  public  gets  them  "out  of  sight  and  out  of  mind."  The 
sanitary  management  of  the  cabins  is  left  to  the  inmates, 
and  filth  and  vermin  prevail  inside  and  onL  A  virtaona 
woman  no  matter  how  poverty  stricken,  at  once  loses  caste 
by  becoming  an  inmate  of  the  place.  Accessibility  on  the 
part  of  the  sexes  is  easy,  and  idiote  and  other  women  with 
illegitimate  children  bom  on  the  place,  has  been  the  oocnr- 
renoe  time  and  again. 

In  palliation  of  the  above  statements,  I  can  say  that  the 
present  board  of  county  commissioners  are  making  efforts 
to  buy  a  place  and  erect  suitable  baildings,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  changing  the  whole  management. 

So  far  as  I  am  informed  the  above  recital  is  an  average 
report  that  can  be  made  for  most  of  the  poor  bouses  in  the 
State.  I  think  a  little  investigation  will  bring  to  light 
places  approaching  Tewksberry  iu  many  particulars,  and  I 
would  encourage  you  in  bringing  light  te  shine  on  the  whole 
business.     Let  it  be  opened  up  to  public  view. 
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Several  years  a^o  the  profession,  or  oertnin  members  of 
tbem,  by  agitatioo  gained  a  vast  improvemeat  in  the  State 
in  the  case  of  the  inaano,  our  present  magnificent  hospital 
being  a  result  of  it,  and  later  agitation  of  the  matter,  by  the 
doctors  principally,  wrought  a.  great  improvement  in  the 
management  of  the  convicts  of  the  State  ;  a  vast  deal  greater 
field,  lies  in  bringing  attention  to  the  present  care  of  the 
paupers,  a  much  more  numerous  class,  and  one  more  de- 
serving. 

Accordii^  to  the  present  laws,  investigation  in  these  par- 
ticulars is  committed  to  the  health  boards  and  the  health 
officers,  and  I  think  it  is  a  department  of  their  work  insuf- 
ficiently looked  after;  and  is  one  in  which  by  a  little  energy 
there  can  be  gained  considerably  more  of  public  favor,  than 
by  collecting  vital  statistics  or  regulating  the  profession, 
neither  of  these  latter  questions  being  appreciated  by  the  . 
public  or  the  legislators  of  the  State,  on  whose  favnr  and 
permission  all  the  legal  authority  and  powers  of  the  State 
Association  rests.  I  recognize  with  you,  and  am  equally 
concerned  with  you  at  the  danger  that  threatens  the  ma- 
chinery of  our  State  Medical  Association  at  every  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  and  which  also  makes  the  under  current 
of  disaffection  in  our  annual  meeting  ;  and  I  feel  that  if  less 
of  the  machinery  power  were  spent  in  the  collection  of  vital 
-statistics  (very  remotely  attainable  if  ever,)  and  more  spent 
in  something  that  the  people  and  the  profession  woald  bet- 
ter appreciate,  our  foundation  would  be  more  secure.  I 
make  this  as  a  suggestion.  What  do  you  think  of  it? 
Truly, 

J.  T.  Searcy. 

BEPOBT  ON  JAIL  AND   POOH   H0C8E. 

Ttjskaloosa,  December  16,  1884. 
Dear  Dortor  : 

Our  jail  is  in  a  tolerably  good  condition  and  tlie  prisoners 
have  good  medical  attention. 

Our  poor  house  is  indeed  a  poor  concern — a  disgrace  to 
civilization  and  Christianity.  There  is  no  separation  of  the 
sexes  or  races.     It  is  let  out  by  contract  to  the  lowest  bid- 
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der.  The  ooonty  paid  during  the  current  year  a  little  over 
11.00  per  capita  to  feed,  olotbe,  and  house  the  iumatea,  eo 
you  may  guess  the  accommodatioDB. 

Our  commisBioners  meet  to-dar  to  take  into  oonaideratioii 
a  new  departure.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  they  will  take 
the  proper  steps  to  have  a  respectable  place  of  their  own, 
and  pat  it  on  a  different  footing,  so  that  the  poor  will  be 
taken  as  good  care  of,  at  least  as  the  criminals  of  the 
county. 

We  have  had  no  serious  epidemic  in  this  county  this  year, 
and  our  town  is  very  healthy.  I  have  endeavored  to  keep 
it  in  a  good  sanitary  condition  by  having  the  cellars  and 
back  yards  and  the  privies  properly  cleaned,  and  sulphate 
of  iron  and  Hme  scattered  about,  when  necessary. 
Respectfully,  Ac, 

"W.  A.  Ooohrane, 

County  Health  Officer. 
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WAIiKEB  COUNTY— 1884. 

Repoet   of   the    Health   Ofpiokb  of   Walkeb   Couhty 
FOB  1884. 

Id  this,  my  firat  annaal  report,  I  oao  oongratolftte  the  cit- 
izens of  the  oooDty  on  the  low  death  rate  for  the  past  year. 

There  has  been  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
vital  statistics,  as  very  few  persons  oatside  the  medicM  pro- 
fession would  give  any  aid,  but  by  diligent  inquiry  I  think 
that  the  returns  are  about  correct,  as  much  so  as  conld  be 
expected,  and  what  cases  have  not  been  reported  will  not 
increase  the  rate  of  mortality,  for  the  population  of  1880  is 
used  for  a  basis  of  the  death  rate,  and  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation since  then  will  fully  make  up  for  those  oases  which 
have  not  been  reported. 

There  have  been  no  epidemics  of  any  kind  daring  the 
year. 

The  months  of  February  and  July  have  the  greatest  mor- 
tality, eleven  deaths  each.  The  following  table  shoire  the 
death  rate  by  months : 

Jftnnftr; B 

FabniMy 11 

Uaroh 10 

April a 

Uay 7 

July 11 

AagOBt 10 

September 8 

OctoboT 8 

KovambM 3 

December 3 

TotM W 

The  population  of  the  county  in  1880  was  9,479 ;  this 
makes  the  deaths  per  1,000  9.94 

The  white  population  in  1880  was  8,978.  Death  rate  for 
the  whites  per  1,000  waa  9.133.  Blaek  population  in  1880 
18 
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vta  601.  Death  rata  for  blaoki,  16  per  1,000.  But  this 
would  be  lowered  cooBiderable  if  we  had  a  correct  roport  of 
the  present  inhabitants  of  the  conntf ,  for  there  has  been  a 
large  increase  in  the  colored  population  aloui;  the  lios  of 
the  Qeorgia  Paoifio  railroad. 
The  births  of  the  county  by  beats  are  as  follows : 


la 

3 

4 

10 

4 

6  .....     .... 

fl 

10  

U 

13 

13 7 

13 

16 

16 

Births  hj  months,  as  follows : 

18 

I 

229 

Febrowy 

Huob 

April 

May 

June 

■ 

■. " 

— " 

October « 

November 

'" 

In  oonolasion,  I  reBpeotlully  Biibmit  the  following  aitniol 
from  a  ciroulir  letter,  isaned  by  the  State  health  officer, 
which  I  hope  will  receive  the  consideratioa  of  the  public : 

"All  doctors,  midwives,  heads  of  families,  and  other  per- 
sons whose  lawful  duty  it  is  to  report  births  and  deaths  to 
the  county  health  officer,  ehaU  make  said  reports  prompUj 
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upon  the  ooonrronoe  of  said  births  and  deaths  ;  and  at  the 
longest,  all  births  and  deaths  occarring  in  any  oaleadar 
month,  must  be  reported  to  said  ooantj  health  officer  by  the 
tenth  day  of  the  calendar  month  next  following ;  Provided, . 
that  any  report  made  to  any  assistant  health  officer  shall  be 
coDsidcored  as  made  to  the  health  officer  of  the  oonnty." 
W.  li.  QrokVLBX,  M.  D., 
Health  Offioer,  Walker  Coanty. 


BBFOItT  OM  JAn. 

Dear  Dodor: 

This  connty  has  no  poor-house.  The  paupers  are  let  out 
to  the  lowest  bidder.  There  are  teu  of  them.  For  the  keep- 
ing of  them  the  county  pars  $712.00  per  year.  The  ventila- 
tion of  the  jail  is  not  saffioient,  bat  probably  oar  oommis- 
sioners  will  have  this  remedied  during  the  year. 
Bespecttnlly, 

A.  M.  Stotall. 
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WILCOX  COUNTY. 

To  the  Honored  the  Board  of  Sevenw  o^  Wilcox  Gotmiy  : 

The  Bo&rd  of  He^tb  of  Wilcox  coant;  has  the  honor  to 
submit  the  aoeompanyiQgtabalar  reports,  tlirough  the  health 
officer  of  the  county. 

The  year  1883  has  beeo  marked  by  an  UDnsual  degree  of 
healthfuloeas.  There  have  been  no  epidemics  io  any  part 
of  the  county.  Measles  has  prevailed  in  different  neighbor- 
hoods for  several  months,  but  no  fatal  cases  have  been  re- 
ported. 

The  diseases  considered  endemic,  that  is,  which  occur  in 
certain  localities,  and  are  produced  by  causes  which  are  in 
operation  with  some  uniformity,  have  been  of  a  very  mild 
character.  The  few  exceptional  cases  are  those  under  the 
head  of  malarial  fever  with  congestion,  six  deaths  ;  hemor- 
rhagic malarial  fever,  three  deaths.  The  greatest  number 
.of  deaths  is  placed  to  the  credit  of  thai  fatal  and  insidious 
malady,  pulmonary  consumption,  the  whole  number  being 
seventeen,  five  whites  and  twelve  colored.  The  next  place 
is  given  to  pneumonia,  the  whole  number,  twelve,  eleven  of 
__  whom  are  males. 

Upon  reviewing  the  table  it  is  evident  that  although  many 
deaths  may  not  have  been  reported,  it  is  very  plain,  that 
this  county  will  compare  favorably  in  point  of  heatthfnlness 
with  any  part  of  Alabama  or  of  any  State  south  or  north. 

The  malarial  diseases,  which  are  so  much  dreaded  and 
considered  as  peculiar  to  the  alluvial  bottoms  of  the  South- 
ern States,  have  not  displayed  the  virulence  which  has  been 
attributed  to  them  ;  for  we  find  only  eight  deaths  from  this 
class  of  diseases,  or  a  percentage  of  only  0.26  per  thousand 
per  annum. 

The  sanitary  work  of  the  board  was  confined  to  the  proc- 
lamation of  quarantine,  in  October,  against  Brewton,  Es- 
cambia county,  Ala.,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  in  that 
place  of  yellow  fever. 

Sm&ll-pox  has  prevailed  in  Mobile  to  some  extent,  and 
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ramor  had  it  that  tvo  cases  were  brought  to  this  county, 
and  upon  inveatigatioa  by  the  h^lth  otBcer,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  no  fouudation  for  the  rumor.  As  the  health 
officer  is  from  time  to  time  required  by  law  to  furnish  vac- 
cine viras,  at  the  cost  of  the  county,  to  the  assistant  health 
officers,  it  is  suggested  that  the  present  is  a  favorable  season 
for  the  introduction  of  vaccine  into  the  system.  The  health 
officer  has  obtained  some  humanized  virus  of  reliable  char- 
acter and  will  distribute  it  upon  application  to  the  assistant 
health  officers. 

.  The  county  medical  societies  through  their  boards  of 
health  and  health  officers  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  col- 
lecting the  vital  statistics.  The  law  goes  beyond  the  medi- 
ical  profession  and  makes  it  incumbent  upon  all  doctors, 
midwives  and  heads  of  families  to  report  every  birth  and 
death  occurring  within  their  immediate  knowledge,  to  the 
health  officer  of  the  county,  or  the  assistant  health  officer  of 
their  beat  or  neighborhood.  The  health  officer  is  expected 
from  time  to  time  to  make  reports  of  such  parts  of  the  vital 
statistioa  as  may  be  interesting  to  the  public,  and  to  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  board  of  revenue.  During  the  pres- 
ent year  an  effort  will  be  made  by  the  health  officer  to  make 
these  reports  more  fall  and  complete.  If  he  is  seconded  in 
this  attempt  by  the  physicians  of  the  county  he  will  meet 
with  success ;  but  if  they  do  not  cooperate  with  him,  the 
resntt  will  be  failure. 

Heapectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  Mathesoh,  M.  T>., 

Health  Officer,  Wilcox  County. 
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THE  STATISTICAL  NOMENCLATURE  OP  CAUSES 
OF  DEATH. 


rSTBODDCTORY  NOTE. 


The  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Alabama  hon  not 
heretofore  published  anytbing  like  a  fall  Nomeaclataro  of 
the  Oaases  of  Death,  for  the  reason  that  the;  have  been 
waiting  for  the  long  expected  revision  of  the  Nomenclature 
of  Diseases  known  to  be  in  preparation  by  the  Boyal  Col- 
lege of  PhysioianB  and  Surgeons  of  London.  This  is  now 
pasaing  through  the  press;  and  acWanoe  sheets  have  bees 
received  by  the  New  York  State  Board  of  Health,  the  Sec- 
retary of  which  has  prepared  a  condensation  of  it  for  the 
use  of  the  health  officials  of  that  State.  This  condensation 
still  farther  condensed,  is  here  printed  for  the  guidance  of 
health  officers  in  Alabama  in  making  returns  of  the  CAUsea 
of  deaths : 

A  correct  knowledge  of  the  cauaes  of  death  is  found  to  be 
very  easentiol  to  a  clear  and  comprehenaive  view  of  the 
laws  of  life  and  health.  Public  registration  of  deaths,  while 
serving  the  individual  and  social  ends  of  correct  records, 
useful  in  evidence  and  the  annals  of  families  and  oommuni- 
ties,  has  a  far  wider  and  more  universal  utility  in  unfolding 
a  vast  series  of  facts  relating  to  the  causes  that  have  termi- 
nated the  individual  lives  in  successive  generations  in  each 
sex,  age  and  ocoapation  or  condition,  and  in  different  places 
Facts  so  recorded  ae  to  be  compared  and  studied  for  great 
purposes  in  the  intereata  of  aociety,  constitute  statiatica ; 
and  thus  considered,  Vital  Statistics  hold  a  supremely  im- 
portant rank  in  this  department  of  useful  knowledge  and 
the  practical  sciences. 

It  has  been  well  remarked  that,  "for  the  registration  of 
such  statistical  facts  it  is  clearly  requisite  that  there  should 
he  a  uniform  Nomenclature  of  Diseases,  co-extensive  with 
the  area  of  investigation."  The  towns,  villages  and  cities 
of  New  Tork,  now  containing  about  6,500,000  inhabitants, 
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haTiDg  at  last  adopted  a  aDilorm  aud  satisfactory  system  of 
public  Registry  of  Vital  Statistics,  and  the  medical  profes- 
sion thronghont  the  State  having  become  generally  inter- 
ested in  the  success  and  nses  of  the  records  of  Life  and 
Death  thas  systematized,  there  has  arisen  a  necessity  for 
adopting  and  promulgating  a  Systematic  Nomenclature  of 
the  Causes  of  Death  which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  physi- 
cians and  in  fullest  accordance  with  the  advanced  con- 
clusions of  patholf^  and  medical  research,  as  well  as  with 
statistical  nosology.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  New  York  offers  to  the  local  Boards 
and  Registry  nflScers,  and  to  the  physicians  in  this  State  an 
abbreviated  and  conveniently  arranged  Statistical  Nomen- 
clature, based  upon  the  Nomenclature  of  Diseases  and 
Causes  of  Death  as  prepared  by  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians for  all  English-speaking  countries  and  revised  by 
that  learned  body  of  Physicians  and  a  committee  of  the  U. 
S.  National  Board  of  Health,  and  now  being  printed.  This 
arrangement  and  abbreviation  of  the  Statistical  Nomencla- 
ture, especially  prepared  for  use  in  the  New  York  State 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  in  the  Registry  of  Deaths,  is 
believed  to  be  more  fully  adapted  than  an]y  other  to  throw 
light  upon  and  secure  correct  public  records  of  mortality, 
which  shall  be  comparable  and  uniform  throughout  the 
State  ;  and  is  offered  to  Physicians  and  Boards  of  Health 
as  one  of  the  necessary  aids  to  the  correct  registration  of 
Causes  of  Mortality,  and  as  an  essential  contribntion  to  the 
duty  of  States  in  promoting  reasonable  uniformity  and  cor- 
rect means  of  reporting  and  usefully  comparing  the  Causes. 
As  this  Board  committed  to  its  Secretetry  as  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  the  duty  of 
BO  preparing  an  abbreviated  Statistical  Nomenclature  that 
it  shall  be  in  fullest  accord  with  the  latest  and  beat  arrange- 
ments of  the  kind  in  existence,  it  now  remains  for  the  med- 
ical and  registering  officers  throughout  the  State,  in  accepts 
ing  this  offering  from  the  Central  Bureau,  to  contribute  in 
all  useful  ways  to  the  success  of  the  effort  to  make  the  Pub- 
lic Registration  of  Vital  Statistics  in  the  State  of  New  York 
namerically  complete  and  perfect,  and  as  accurate  and  use- 
ful as  possible. 
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BTBUOrUBE  AND  CL&88IFICATI0H  OF  TBIB  BTATIBTIOAL  MOMENCLA- 
TUBB  OF  DIBEASES  ASD  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

An  oi^ective  point  in  the  daaaification. — The  Committee  of 
the  Bojsl  College  of  PbyaioianB,  Sir  Thomas  WatBOQ,  Chair- 
man,  said  in  the  final  report  upon  the  approved  Nomencla- 
tnie,  "A  good  classification  aids  and  simplifies  the  registra- 
tion of  diseases ;  helps  towards  a  more  easy  comparison  and 
knowledge  of  them,  and  towards  the  storage  of  experience 
respecting  them;  and  facilitates  the  discovery  of  general 
principles  from  collected,  groaped  and  compared  phenom- 
ena." 

In  attaining  these  important  ends,  the  English  pbysiciaoB  i 
and  statisticians  decided  to  adopt,  as  generally  as  consist- 
en^  an  anatomical  basis  of  classification;  that  is,  grouping 
and  arranging  the  list  of  diseases  and  injnries  of  the  differ- 
ent "parts  of  the  tx>dy  as  they  lie  anatomically."  This  ar- 
rangement has  been  made  to  comprise — 

"  General  Dtaeaaea,  which  affect  the  whole  frame  rather 
than  any  special  part  of  iL" 

"Local  Diseases,  which  occupy  special  parts  of  the  body." 

"  Groups  (^  Diseases  and  other  Cavsea  <^  Deaih  not  necesaa- 
rSy  associated  with  General  or  Local  Diseases." 

An  important  Principal  attained  in  the  revised  Nomendaiure. 
The  Nomenclature  is  mode  to  indicate  the  relation  of  causes 
and  effects  in  the  prodnction  of  diseaae  or  deat)^. 

A  practical  suggestion,  and  some  provision/or  it. — The  com- 
plex causes  and  pathological  events  that  may  he  found 
charged  with  causing  death,  will,  in  ordinary  certificates  and 
public  Registers  of  Death,  be  entered  under  one  cause,  (viz., 
the  "chief  and  determining,")  yet  the  hospital  physician  and 
certain  scrupulous  diagnosticians  can  and  may  usefully  cer- 
tify multiple  canaes,  which  have  affected  several  parts  at 
ODce,  or  in  a  series  of  pathological  events.  The  St&tisticol 
Nomenclature  may  open  the  way  for  much  of  such  scientific 
and  differential  accuracy,  yet  it  is  decided  by  the  Boyal  Col- 
lege committee  to  regard  the  chief  and  determining  causes 
of  death  in  each  case  as  the  proper  and  necessary  ones 
for  public  registration,  whatever  else  may  be  described  or 
attested. 
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An  abBolotely  perfect  olaasification,  which  shall  not  be 
actually  open  to  criticism  and  some  reasonable  objections, 
mast  be  conceded  to  be  impossible  in  the  present  incom- 
'plete  and  rapidly  progressing  state  oF  medical,  physiologi- 
cal and  biological  knowledge.  The  ambiguities  and  obscu- 
rities of  the  present  will  vanish  and  soon  be  superseded  by 
more  definite  terms  and  clearer  discriminations,  as  science 
triumphs  over  uncertainty  in  human  knowledge.  The  pres- 
ent effort  is  intended  to  impart  the  greatest  practical  utility 
and  correctness  to  the  public  reconU  ot  diseases  and  mor- 
tality; and  in  pursuing  this  duty  with  all  the  resources  of 
the  local  registrars,  and  the  ceaseless  aid  of  physicians  and 
boards  of  health,  the  State  Bureau  of  Yital  Statistics  seeks 
to  be  ever  augmentiug  and  applying  ways  and  means  for 
preventing  suffering,  and  protecting  health  and  life  among 
the  people. 

This  revised  Nomenclature  and  its  Classification  will  fa- 
cilitate the  duties  of  physicians  in  certifying,  and  of  regis- 
try officers  in  registering  the  causes  of  death ;  and  especially 
will  it  impart  to  the  records  the  precision  uecessary  for  the 
proper  comparability  and  world-wide  nuderstanding  of  the 
registered  diseases,  injuries  and  conditions  by  which  lives 
are  terminated.  Though  these  accepted  names  of  the  causes 
of  death  will,  in  numerous  instances,  gradually  give  place 
to  more  accurate  ones  as  medical  knowledge  advances,  they 
will  ever  be  readily  translated,  for  all  useful  and  necessary 
purposes,  into  the  future  and  more  accurate  or  descriptive 
terms  of  revised  Nomenclature.  The  considerable  changes 
now  warranted  and  here  given  in  the  Nomenclature  of  Tu- 
mors and  Cancers,  and  of  various  diseases  of  viscera  and 
tissues,  illustrates  this  fact  In  like  manner  the  term  "Epi- 
demic Diarrhcea"  takes  the  place  of  "Simple  Cholera,"  and 
"Cholera  Infantum"  is  superseded  mostly  by  the  terms 
Diarrhoea,  Entro-Colitis,  and  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  though 
for  the  present,  the  familiar  and  accurate  term  is  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  list  While  some  of  the  old  and  indefinite 
names  drop  out  of  use,  and  soon  will  disappear  from  the 
printed  nomenclature  of  Causes  of  Death,  new  and  definite 
terms  will  necessarily  be  added  as  pathological  knowledge 
advances,  and  these  will  readily  find  their  appropriate  place 
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ID  the  classified  list,  withoat  waitiBg  a  revisioQ  of  the  Ko- 
menclatnre. 

N^  every  posDtble  Caiise  af  Death  is  enumeraied  tn  this  No- 
mendaiure. — The  principal  Diseases  and  Injaries  that  may 
end  fatallj  are  so  entered  here  aa  to  indicate  properly  their 
aDatomical  relation,  as  well  as  such  essential  causatiTe  rela- 
tions as  admit  of  useful  recof^nition  in  the  registration  of 
mortalitj* ;  while  merely  contributing  Causes  are  as  nnmer- 
oas  as  the  chief  ones. 

The  New  Clnanificatum  mmp/tred  tcitk  the  Older. — The  sta- 
tistical nomenclature  in  use  by  the  Registrar  General  of 
England,  the  past  forty  years,  and  accepted  since  1856,  in 
all  countries  which  use  the  English  language,  oomprises  fire 
classes,  the  chief  of  which  are  the  Zymotic,  Constitational 
and  Local  Causes  of  Death.  The  newly  arranged  Nomen- 
clature omitting  hypothetical  terms  comprises  most  of  the 
so-called  Zymotics  under  the  head  of  General  Diseases  (Di- 
vision A.)  and  most  of  the  Constitutional  maladies  under 
Division  B.  of  the  General  Diseases ;  while  the  Local  Dis- 
eases are  grouped,  as  accurately  as  practicable,  in  aooord- 
anoe  with  tissues  and  organs  afifected ;  the  subordinate  group- 
ing being  so  arrauged  as  to  conform  to  Assential  pathologi* 
cal  an<l  tetiologioal  facts.  All  other  causes  of*  death  are 
classified  in  a  plain  way  and  under  simple  titles.  The  tabu- 
lated lists  contain  certain  names  which  should  be  snporseded 
by  others  that  are  more  definite  in  the  same  class.  The  first 
are  marked  by  au  *.  Certain  names  that  the  latest  revisions 
would  place  in  another  class,  or  would  be  wholly  superseded 
by  other  names,  are  marked  by  a  t.  No  inconvenience  will 
arise  from  such  duplication  of  names  or  changes  in  their 
classification.  In  certain  instances  in  which  the  judgment 
of  the  medical  profession  in  our  country  renders  it  expedi- 
ent not  to  transfer  a  particular  name  which  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians' Committee  has  transferred  to  another 
class,  or  has  wholly  superseded,  will  be  found  iudicsted  suf- 
ficiently by  the  symbols  *  and  t  in  the  place  that  such  a 
cause  of  death  will  have  in  the  new  class.  For  example : 
Pnerperal  Fever  is  retained  in  the  class  of  General  Diseases, 
Division  A,  though  all  the  mere  accidents  of  childbirth  are 
registered  in  another  class ;  and  this  fever  is  also  duly  re- 
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ct^piized  there,  while  it  coDtioaes  in  its  place  among  infec- 
tious feverB,  tbna  eatiflfyiag  a  predominaat  medical  opioion 
ooBceming  this  fever  when  ocoarriog  primarily,  or  independ- 
eatly  of  the  ioSammatory  and  septic  causes  enumerated  un- 
der class  IV.  Deference  to  predomiuant  opinioa  and  facts 
has  replaced  Syphilis  in  Dir.  A  of  General  Diseases  ("Zym- 
otics").  On  the  other  hand  numerons  names  are  wholly 
removed  from  the  Zymotios  and  General  Diseases,  to  be  en- 
tered more  correctly  in  other  relations ;  for  example, — Aico- 
holism.  Trichinosis,  Tenia,  Bronchocele,  eta,  are  so  trans- 
ferred. 

In  all  these  ohan(;es  we  find  substantial  practical  advan- 
tage, and  such  are  the  changes  in  the  present  compact 
arrangement  of  Division  A,  of  General  Diseases,  which  are 
"Specific  febrile  maladies,  dependent  on  Morbid  Poisons," 
that  iu  quoting  the  records  of  mortality  in  this  one  divis- 
ion,  thus  precisely  defined,  the  health  officer  and  the  sta- 
tistician present  a  more  exact  and  useful  view  of  sanitary 
facts  than  was  practicable  in  using  the  term  "Zymotic"  as 
applied  to  three  out  of  the.  four  orders  in  that  less  clearly 
defined  class  of  diseases.  Still  the  convenient  term,  "Zy- 
motic," will  continue  to  be  used,  with  the  limitations  now 
accepted,  and  in  this  nomenclature  required ;  for,  ae  the 
great  statesman.  Sir  Sidney  Herbert,  once  said,  "the  group- 
ings of  Zymotic  Diseases  together  seems  to  facilitate  the 
application  of  precautionary  measares." 


STATISTICAL  NOMENCIiATURE  OF  CAUSES  OF 
DEATH. 


The  lUvined  Noaoli^cal  NomeDclHtQra  by  the  Committee  o(  the  College 
of  Phyaiciaos,  in  pr^Eaoed  bj  a  geaeral  vieir  of  certain  Qfttnnl  and  gronped 
relatioQB  o[  dUeAees  end  pelholngicel  stAtes  itruepective  of  peitioulnr  or)tenB 
or  pertA  affected.  Tbene  general  DiviHioDs  and  Gioupe  fncilitate  the  dft- 
BcriptioQ  ot  morbid  oonditioDa  when  only  general  or  pathologiokl  oondi- 
tiouB  are  required  to  be  mentioned.  They  do  not  give  a  bBBia  for  eiaet 
ClaaaiBoation  of  Cinsen  o(  Death.     They  present— 

Fint— An  Ennmeratiou  of  Morbid  States  and  Procetses,  m  snob,  irrs- 
^leetive  of  the  PtatM  Affected. 
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Beeood— A  OroDped  EnunieratioD  ol  Diaeaaes  of  the  whol*  Bodj,  and 
DiMusa  vhjoh  mky  be  distributed  in  eeveiU  puts  at  ooe  time. 

Under  the  flTst  nrs  enamented  Atrophy;  Ujperliopbj;  Hypenemla  (<t. 
AotiTs;  b.  pMsive);  Degeaeratioti  (a.  Fattjr;  b.  CaloareoDB-,  c.  Fibroid; 
d.  Haooaa;  «.  Lardaaeana,  elo.);  New  Orowth;  CjBt-FoimntioD;  Tnbaren- 
loais;  MeobaDioal  Afiactiona;  CoaoretiODs;  Faraaitlo-IniMioii;  MaKorm*- 
tion;  Erroia  of  Development;  Disordera  of  Fuaotioo;  together  with  other 
ganeral  or  particalar  atatea,  aa  AnEBmiB,  Diopaj,  UlMration,  Oangrene,  In- 
fluumation,  etc. 

Under  the  aeoond,  ore  the  following  groapar  Group  (A).— DiteMea  Da- 
pendent  on  Morbid  Poisona  (Speolflo  (ebrile  diaeaaea).  Oioap  (B).— Dia- 
saaea  Dependent  on  External  Agents  other  than  Morbid  Poisooa  Oronp 
(C).— DeTelbpmenlal  Diaeaaas.  Qroap  (D).— Uiaoellansona  or  NoD-Claaai- 
fled  Diaeaaea. 

The  aeooad  diviaion  eompriaea  fcronpa  of  die  irden  and  iojiiriea  that  haTe 
general  relatione  which  onn  be  olaaaiSed  or  ao  deacribed  aa  to  aerve  atatisli- 
oal  pnrpoaea;  bnt  the  gronpa  and  the  nanied  pathologioal  statea,  aa  gif  en 
above,  ar«  not  oloaaes.  The;  clearlj  indioate  the  neoeaait;  for  a  methodical 
anangement  of  all  diaeaaea  and  causea  of  death  in  oonTenient  otaaaea. 
The  two  great  diTiaiona  above  mentioned  oompriae  a  vaat  unmber  and  vn- 
rietj  of  diaeaaea  and  morbid  atatea,  and  in  the  four  gronpa  (A,  Ft,  C,  D) 
wonid  be  inolnded  even  more  than  all  the  maladiea  thai  ar«  to  be  fonod  In 
tb«  first  two  of  the  Statiatioal  Clasaea  aa  given  below,  and  there  entitled 
Oeneral  Diaeaaea. 

The  OlaaaiBoation  aa  shown  below,  and  followed  in  snooeeduig  page«,  ia 
the  baaia  of  Statistical  Nomenolatnre  deaigned  to  faeilitate  the  oorreot  and 
moat  naefnl  regiatry  of  the  Oanaea  of  Death.  By  tbia  meana,  the  diTerae 
morbid  Htatea  and  ever  varying  oombinHtiona  of  Canaea  of  Mortality  are 
Boooesafiilly  brought  into  the  moat  niefnl  form  (or  Domerioal,  aoientifle  and 
aanitary  statements  and  reporta.  The  diviaionii  and  gronpings  of  diaeaaea 
and  pathologioal  atatea,  aa  above,  aerve  a  pnrpoae  in  medical  acienoe,  bat 
in  the  registration  and  naea  of  mortality  recorda,  snob  diviaiona  and  gronp- 
ings are  anperaeded  by  tbe  following 


I.  Oeneral  Diaeaaea  {A), 

IL  Oeneral  Diaeaaea  (B). 

III.  Local  Diaeasea, 

IV.  Developmatital  Diaeaaea. 
T.  Poisons. 

VI.  Injnrjea. 

VIL  Sni^cal  Operationa. 

Vm.  Unman  Paraaitrs. 

IX.  Congenital  Ualformaliona, 

X.  ynddeo  Death— Cause  unascertained. 


BBVISBD   MOXaHOLlTDBB. 

[Theaa  subdivisions   give  convenient  arrangement  for   upwards  of  two 
(hoosand  namea  of  diseasea  and  morbid  statw,  aa  enamerated  in  the  latest 
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•dition.  We  do  not  need  to  rspeat  them  in  oar  Statisliiul  LlBte  for  Uortkl- 
it;  Becords,  though  Uiey  ■erve  b  ubbIuI  purpote  in  tha  ByBtemBtio  lAoordi 
ot  diasaae  as  obaflrred-and  stndied  bj  phfaiounB.] 

Olim  L~Qetund  DiMOttt:  DivMon  A,  eompristM. 
atTB-OKOUPl.—SpeeiBo  inteotioiiB  febrile  diaeBBes,  viz.:  SmBll-poi  and  21 

other  infeatioiu  maladieB  inolaaive  of  Epidemio  Dutrrhcea, 

Cholera  and  DyBentery. 
do.       3.— Inolndes   Ualarial   Fever,    of    eTory   kind,    and   HaUiia] 

oaohaiia. 
do.        3.— Tbeeeptio  maladies,  inolnding  Puerperal  Fever,  Erysipelas 

and  Phagadena. 
do.        4.  -Syphilia,  in  every  forra,  and  Ctonorrhcoa. 
do.        6.— Hydrophobia,  Olaoders,  and  Charbon  or  Malignant  Pattnle, 

and  other  oontagia   ol  the  loner  animftle   cotnmnnioBted 


G1.AS8  11.— Gmeral  Distaats:  DiviaUm  B. 
CompriBeH  diaeaseH  dependent  on  external  ogentE  other  than  morbid 
poisons;  alao  oompriaea  twenty-two  or  more  important  diBsasea  nansllj 
termed  "Conatitutioiial,"  indading  Oont  and  RbenmHtismialBo  oampriuDg 
the  New  Orowtba— Malignant  and  Non-U&lignanti  together  with  diMasen 
prodaoed  by  oertnin  Errors  of  Diet. 

Glass  m.— ZocoI  Diseiaes. 
BacnoH  1.  —Diseases  ot  the  Kervons  Syetem. 

This  Beotion  is  divided  into  three  anb-eeotions. 
Sub-section  I  comprieeB  affections  of  the  Umin  and  Spinal  Cord  and  their 
Membranes,  and  the  Nerves.     The  different  maladies  enamaiated, 
omoant  to  nearly  100. 
Sub-aeetion  II  oomprises  names  of  symptoms,  and  gronpe  of  symptoms  bf 
pathological  states  bod  morbid  oonditions  not  accurately  known;  in 
which  upwards  of  tirealy-fiTe  maladias  are  snnmerated. 
Snb-aecUon  in  aompriseB  the  n»mea  of  Uental  Diseases— fifteen  in  nnm- 

bet— from  HypoohoDdriaais  to  Dementia. 
SionoN  2.— Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

This  section  oomprises  fifteen  snb-seclions,  and  upwards  of  fonr  hun- 
dred ennmerated  diseases  and  morbid  states. 
Sbctioh  3.— XMseaaee  of  the  Ear. 

This  section  is  divided  into  three  anb-«ectioDS,  namely,  those  of  the 
Eiteraal,  Middle  and  Internal  Ear,  respectively. 
Section  1.— Diseases  ot  the  CircDlatory  System. 

Comprises  DiseaaeB  of  the  Heart  and  its  Membranes,  and  ot  the 
Blood  yessela. 
SwrnoH  6.— Diseases  of  tbe  Bespiratory  System. 

Comprises  five  snb-sections,  and  npwards  of  one  haodred  names  of 
diseases  of  morbid  atates;  from  Croap  to  Pneumothorax. 
Sbotiok  6.— Diieaaea  of  the  Digestive  System. 

This  aeotion  comprisee  fifteen  snb-aeotions,  beginning  with  DiBeassa 
of  the  Lips,  and  ending  with  Diseases  of  the  Foritoneum. 
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SBonov  7.— DUmwm  ot  the  Lrnplutia  Syatem. 

Tliia  SMtion  oompriaeB  three  aab-seotions,  DMody;  the  Spleen,  the 
LjinphatioB,  and  ThymoA  body,   respeatively,   uid   eDQmenting 
aome  tarty  moladiea  and  morbid  states;  Iioiii  SplenitlE  to  maligonnt 
Kew-Orowth  in  the  Thymna  body. 
Hbotion  S.^DisMaea  of  the  Supia-Benal  Gapanlea. 

Thi(  saotioii  oompriBei  seTeii  dtaeosei  or  morbid  atates. 
BtcnoK  9.— Diaeaaee  ot  t}ie  Urinary  SyBtem. 

This  lectioQ  oomprisea  three  anb-aeotiona,  namely:  thoae  ot  the  Kidney 
and  Dacts;  of  the  Urine;  and  ot  the  Bladder. 
Sionoii  10.— DiBeasea  ot  the  QeneratiTe  Bjatem. 

In  this  aection  are  tiro  general  gronpi;  (a)  Male,  (b)  Female  Organs; 
and  theaa  compriae  14  anb-diTisioni  and  npvarda  of  160  different  dia- 
aaaea  and  morbid  statea. 
SBonoa  U.— Affectiona  ooDDect«d  with  Pregnimoy. 
Bboiioh  13.— Affeotiona  oonneoted  iritb  PartnritioD, 
BiOTtOM  18. — ASectiona  oonaeqnent  on  Partnritiou. 
Stonon  11— Diaeaae  of  the  Female  Bieaat. 
SaonoH  IS. — Diaeaaea  of  the  Male  UsmiUa. 
SaonoN  16.— Diaeaaee  of  the  Organs  ot  Looomotion. 

Tbia  BeotioD  ia  divided  into  aii  snb-diTiaions,  which  compriae  npwarda 
ot  TO  diseaaes  or  morbid  atatea. 
EiBctioK  17.— Diaeaaes  of  ConneotiTe  Tiasne. 
SwmoK  18.— DiBenaea  ol  the  Skin. 

This  compriaee  upwards  of  60  diaeaaes;  from  Erythema  to  Scabies. 

aritj/ associated  aUh 

This  Eeotion  compriaea  Immatnrity  at  Birth  (Premature  Birth),  Hemorrhage 
from  UmbilicQS,  Old  Age,  and  Debility. 

Ouaa  V.—Poltona. 
nda  olasa  ia  divided  into  11  Bob^eotioDS,  viz: 

1  Hetalio  Poiaons. 

2  Caostic  Alkalies. 

3  Non-M«lala  (Metalloids). 
i    Acids  and  Aoida  Salts. 

5  Ol^onia  Snbstanoes. 

6  Vegetable  Poiaona. 

7  Animal  Poisooa. 

S  Oages  and  Vapors. 

9  Mechanical  Irrilanta. 

10  Irritant  Drnga. 

1 1  Poisoned  Wonnda. 

Class  VX— /nftiHM. 
This  oUsB  ia  divided  into  two  sections,  viz: 
(o)    'jleneral  Injnriee; 
{b)     Local  lojuriea. 

19 
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Th«8e  are  anb-divided  Into  tveat;  Bab-Motio&>,  begiDoing  with  Boras  tuA 
endiog  vith  Dislooation  of  Bones.  Orar  900  duum  of  Injuries  ua 
•Dam  era  ted. 

CiAMa  VTL—aurgUtd  OptratiOTa. 

Tbia  ola«8  oomprisee  29  seotions,  (ind  an  indefinite  onmber  of  Opeistions. 

CL.ua  VOL— fiumon  Paranltt. 

ComprisM  three  gronps  uid  BsTen  snb-diTisloDB,  and  128  of  the  ParaaitM 
are  ennmeiated, 

Ouixa  XL.— Congenital  Malformatiana. 
This  olasa  oompmea  18  aectiana  and  snb-eeotionB. 

CI.US  X. —  Gompnma  bidden  Dtatlu—Qtutta  fwMceriaiiwd. 

Non  TO  Kboibtbi  OrriocKB.— It  la  deairablo  to  have  the  CanBes  of  De«tb 
pnblioly  ru^etered  in  the  plainest  and  most  defloite  termB,  and  in  English, 
except  in  oases  that  aie  best  eipiesaed  in  Latin.  The  tabnlated  orraDge- 
meot  of  the  Nomenalatnre  in  designed  to  enable  the  oerljfjing  physician 
and  the  BegistTsr  readily  to  trace  out  whatever  terns  are  to  be  preferred. 
The  name  certified  as  Chief  Cense  of  a  Death  abonld  be  the  most  aocarate 
and  expressive  that  can  be  nsed  for  the  oaae.  No  inooDTenienor,  but  some 
advantage  resulla  from  ourtitying  registering  the  innltipla  or  contributing 
Oanaea  o(  Death,  if  Ibay  have  an  important  ghare  in  the  fatal  event.  Short 
and  most  precise  Dames  or  terms  sbonld  be  preferred. 

Health  OiQcera  will  both  derive  and  oonfer  mnob  benefit  by  carefully  ob- 
serving and  regularly  reporting  all  kinds  of  diaeasea  which  are  classed  in 
Division  A  of  General  Diseases.  Sanitary  reports  will  ooatinna  to  refer  to 
thisdivieion  aatbe  principal  "  Zymotic  Diaeoses.'  In  like  manner  Diviaiou 
B,  of  (he  OeDeral  Diaeaam,  will  be  Doneotly  quoted  u  "  Oonatitational," 
chiefly. 

Certain  uaefnl  names  of  symploma  and  results  of  fatal  maladies  will  coQ- 
tiDue  to  be  nsed,  yet  it  is  earoeatly  reqnoated  that  the;  shall  not  be  used 
vagnely  or  alone  in  Certifloatea  o(  Diiath.  Dropsy,  Couvnlaions,  Palsy, 
Cough,  Tumor,  and  even  Cancer,  are  often  certified  without  a  designation 
of  the  eesenlial  parts  afleoted  and  the  pathological  nature  of  the  tme 
Cause  of  Death.  Fhysioiana  pre  endeavoring  to  overcome  this  fault  in 
Death  Certificates.  Not  infrequently  only  the  Mode  of  Death,  aa  in  certain 
casualties:  or  the  symptoms,  the  last  and  fatal  event  in  the  prograsa  of  an 
obacure  or  unobserved  disease;  or  some  nearly  ciroamstaatial  aeooont  of  a 
death,  must  be  accepted  by  the  registry  officer,  especially  in  cases  that  have 
not  had  competent  medical  attendance.  This  tabulated  Nomenclature  baa 
Buffloiently  met  this  necessity,  and  the  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  en- 
deavors to  obtain  such  further  information  as  may  be  practicable  in  the 
more  important  cases  of  this  kind,  before  oompleting  the  record  in  the  Slate 
Kegisters, 

THE  STATISTICAL  NOMENCLATUBE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

In  this  tnbolated  nomenclature  are  enumerated  the  names  of  the  prin- 
cipiil  diseases  and  other  causes  which  may  result  in  death.    The  names  of 
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IIL    LOCAL  DISEASES.  -(Dubabv  or  Sraoui,  Pkxia.) 


Latin  Equiiateot. 
HjdrocapluiliiB  longns. 
HeniDgitiB. 
HeoingitiH  OerebioepiDalis 

Cerebri  Inflammatio. 

MsDingitu  Spinalia. 
Uyelitis. 

Cerebri  Abscessns. 
Cerebiani  Fluid  nm. 

ScleroBiB. 

Ataxia  Motaa. 

Atrophia  IngraTeioena  Unaanlonini. 

Atropbift  Cerebri. 

Atrophia  Spinalis. 

ParalTBia. 

Hemiplegia. 

Paraplegia. 

Farsly*iB  OloMO-Iabio-pharyngea. 

Eolampsia. 

Larjngientiu  Stridnlna. 


Be^str;  Column, 
6  Cbroaio  Hydrocephaliu. 

6  Heningitde. 

7  Cerebro-Spinal  MeningitiB  (not 

Cerebrospinal  FoTsr). 
S  EncepbaUtiB. 
B  Spinal  Heningitia. 
D  MyalitiB. 

1  Abacesa  of  Brain. 

2  Softening  of  the  Brain  (and 

Cord.) 

3  Seleroria  (of ). 

4  Locomotor  Ataxia. 

5  ProgreaaiTe  HnsonUr  Atropb;. 
e  Atrophy  ol  the  Brain. 

7  Atrophy  of  Spinal  Cord. 

8  Apoplexy. 

9  ParalyaiB  (of  ). 

0  Hemiplegia,  t 

1  Paraplegia.! 

3  Bulbar  Faralyaii. 
S  CoDTnlnonit  rntate  eanie). 
^  LuyngiamDB  Stiidtdnat  (Spas- 
modic Oronp). 
5  Tetauiis. 

5  Triamna  ITarosatina. 

7  Nenialgiat  (mention  the  part 

aSeotad,  aa  aaiatio). 

8  Vertigo  (Auditory— Heniere's 

Diseaae). 

6  Chorea, 
a  Hyat«ri>. 
1  Epilepsy. 

a  Insanity  (not  deaoribed  ander 
apecial  forms). 

3  Mania  (mention  kind), 

4  Halanoholia. 


lOe  Oeneral  Paralysis  (Pareala). 


Vertigo. 

Chorea. 

Epilepsia. 
Alienatio  V^oUs. 

Hatancbolia. 

Dementia. 

Paralyaia  ex  toto  (Paralysis  Insano- 

Inaipientia  Toxioa. 


106  ConjonotiTitis  ("Optbalmla"). 

1(»  Intls. 

110  Choroiditis. 

w  of  the  Orbit. 


ConjanotiTie  Inflammatio. 

Choroiditia. 
Orbits  Absoesans. 
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HsgiBtry  Colnmn. 

Latin  Eqairaleat. 

112  MBliRDBQl  Tumor  o(  Eye  (not 

Tumor  Malignus  OcuU. 

oertified). 

113  Olancoma. 

Glanooma. 

114  Cataract. 

CataracU. 

lis  Otitis  [mention  what  port  oE 

OUtis. 

the  Ear). 

116  TnmotiaEarideMribekind). 

TnAor  AnriB. 

117  Necrosis  of  Bone  of  or  about 

Uasia  Petrosi,  etc.,  Neorosia. 

tbeEar. 

118  Hematoma  ol  Auricle. 

Aurii  Hwmdtoma. 

119  EpiBtaus.t 

EpUtaiii. 

120  Pericarditis. 

PericarditlB. 

m  Hjdropericardinm. 

Hjdropericardinm. 

125  Poenmopericardlnm. 

Pneniuopericardinm. 

126  Valvular  Disease  of  Heart  (mei 

1-  Morbi  Cordis  Valvaram. 

tion  vbat  TolveB,  ftnd  variety 

o(  disease). 
7  Heart  Clots. 
B  Atropbjof  Heart. 
9  Hypertrophy  of  Heart. 
a  Fatty  Degeneration  at  Heart. 

1  Disease  of  Coronary  Arteries. 

2  Dilatation  of  Heart — 

of  left  side , 

of  rigbt  side ). 

3  Aneurysm  ol  Heart. 

1  Buptare  of  of  Hearty 

(mention  locality  of). 

5  UalformatioQ  of  Heart    (See 

Class  IX) 

6  Angina  Pectoris.] 

7  Syncope.  J 

8  CTanouB.t 

9  Atheroma  (of ) 

0  Aneurysm  of  Aorta. 

1  Aneurysm  of  Artery. 

2  Cirsoid  Aneurysm, 

3  Arteritis. 

4  Phlebitis 

(Phlegmasia  DoleiiB).t 

fi  Embolus  (of ). 

6  Thrombus  (of ). 

.7  Varii  (of ). 

B  Buptnre  (of Blood-vewel).} 


Cordis  Coagula. 
At -ophia  Cordis. 
Hypertrophia  C<.  .■dis. 
Degeoeratio  Cordis  Adipoaa. 
Artenarnm  Corouariamm  Morbus. 
Dilatatio  CordidT 

lateralis  sinistri. 

lateralis  dextri.  • 

Aneurysma  Cordis. 
Dirnptio  Cordis. 

Deformitates  Ingenitie  Cordia. 

Angina  Pectoris. 
AnimK  Defeotio. 
Oyanosia, 
Atheroma. 
Anenrysma  Aorta). 
Aneurysna. 
Anenrysma  Cirsoidea. 
Arteritis. 
Phlebitis 

(Phlegmasia  dolens). 
EmbolUB. 
Thrombus. 
VftriT. 
Dirnptio  . 
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BegiBtiy  Oolnmn. 
149  Splenitis. 

160  I^Eemio  Abuen  ot  Spleen. 

161  GoDgeaUon  of  SplMO  (Hyper- 

troph;,  "Agae  Cake"). 

153  LArdsoeaiiB  Spleen. 
163  CTBt  of  Spleen. 

154  Bnptnreof  Spleen. 

166  Inllfunmation  and  Suppuration 
ot  Lymph  Teatela  aod  OluicU. 

156  LyinphAdenoma  {Hoilgkin'a 

157  Obatmctfon  of  Thotacio  Doot. 

158  Lympbatio  Ftstala. 

169  H;p«rtroph;  of  Thymoa  Gland. 
160  IntlammAtion  ot  the  TtiQrroid. 
181  Ooire. 
163  Eiophthalmia  Ooitre  (OraTea' 

or  Baaedow'a  diaaaM). 
163  Addiaon'e  Diaeaae. 


Abaceasns  pjesmica  Lienia. 
GoDgeitio  Lienia. 

Li  an  Lardaoeooa. 

Cyat  Siania. 

DiiQptio  Lienis. 

InBammatio  Vaaornm  et  Qlandnlaroin 

Ly  mphiterorum. 
Lym  phadsDoioa. 

Dnctna  Thoracia  ObBtraotos. 
Fiatnla  Lympholis. 
HyperlTophin  Olandnlie  Thyml. 
loflammatio  Olandolra  Tbyroidis, 
Bronchocele. 
Bronchoeele. 

Horbns  Addiaoni. 


164  Croup. 

166  CBdema  of  aiottia. 

166  Spaam  ot  Olottia. 

167  lAiyngitia. 

168  Bronchi tla. 

169  Pleoiiiy. 

170  DUphragmitia. 

171  HjdiotboTai.t 
173  pDeomothoraz.] 

173  Einp5Bina.t 

174  Pnemoonia — (a)  Lobar  (Croap- 

ona)  (Plearo-Pnenmonia). 
176  PnenmoDia— (b)  Lobniar  (Catar- 
rhal). 

176  Phthiaia  Pnlmonalia  (variety  not 

■peaified). 

177  Acnta  Pnevmonio  Plithiaia, 

178  Chronfo  pDeamonie  Phtbiaia. 

179  Cirrboaia  of  Lungs  (Fibroid 

PbthiaU). 

180  CoDgeation  of  Lnnga  (paaalve 

hypoatatio). 

181  Heraorrhags  ot  Lnn^. 
1B3  (Edema  ot  Lnngat 
1S3  Abaoeaa  of  Lnnga. 
IM  Oangresa  of  Lnnga. 


Angina  Traohealis. 

Ulottidis  CEdema. 

Olottidis  Spaamna. 

Laryngitia. 

BronehitiH. 

PUnritia. 

Diaphragmitis. 

Hydrothorai. 

Pnenmothorai. 

Empyiema. 

Pneamonia  (a)  Lobaria. 


Phthiaia  Pnl  moo  alia. 


Pbthiala  Pnenmonioa  Acuta. 

Girrhosia   PnlmoDom    ( Fhthiaia    Fi- 

broida). 
Clongeatio  Polmonnm  Paaaiva. 

Hiemoptyaia. 
(Edema  PolmoDnm. 
AbaoasiDS  PolmonDm. 
Oangrena  Polmonnm. 
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Bagiatry  Oolttmii. 
1S6  Emphjgflinft. 
186  Atelaatasia  Palmonimi. 
IBT  Astbinat   - 


LatiD  BqmTalBiiL 
EmphjBemB. 
Explioalio  Impsrlecto  Polmonnm. 


188  StomfttiCiB. 

189  Aphthooa  Slomntititt  (Spnie, 

Thrash— aee  Claw  Vni). 

190  QangKDO  of  Hoatii  (Nodm). 

191  Neorons  of Bones  ttom 

phoapboraB  or  — ). 
103  AbaceaB  of  Antrnn. 

193  DentitioD. 

194  Raonla. 

195  aiouitis. 
IM  Tomilltia  (QDinsy,  Pntrid  Sore    Influum&tia  TonsilUram. 

Throat,  etc). 
lOT  PhaiynsitiB.  Phftryngitis. 

19B  PoBt-Pharyugeal  Absoeas.     Bse    PoHt-PhBrjngem  AbHoaasaa. 

Oi^oB  of  LooomotioD. ) 
199.  DilaUtioa  of  (EaophBgna  (in- 

olnding  Diyeatieola). 
aOO  QMUitu. 
301  Hnmalemesiat 
303  nieef  of  Btomaoh. 

P«rforaUng. 


Stomatitia. 
Aphthn. 


ADtri  Abaceaana. 
Dentitio. 
Eanalo. 
aioasitia. 


DUatio  PbarjDgia. 


Oastritia. 
Haunt  tarn  eaia. 
Ulcoa  YaDtrionli. 
Veatricnlaa  PerforaloB. 
Dj^pepaift. 
GaatrodTnia. 
VomitiiB. 
H»morrbagU  Inteatini, 

Eotertitia. 

Ulom  iDteatioi. 
Inteatiaa  Feiforata. 


901  Djapepsia^ 

aoS'  0«8trodyiiU.t 

206  Yomitiag.] 

807  Hemorrhage  troQi  lDte8tiDe«.t 

ioolndiDK  Melnna). 
800  Eotertitia  (atate  caoae). 
200  Ulcer  o(  lateatinea. 

810  Perforation  of  lDtestiae«. 

811  ObatruotioD  of  Intealiae.t  (atate  Obatraotio  Inteati. 

813  TTphlitu. 
313  Pohtypblitia. 
8H  Perforation  of  Termlform  Ap- 
pendix. 

315  iDtnBBDToeptioa, 

316  Striotnre  of  Inteatiaea. 

317  Straugolation.t 

318  Harnia  (aUto  Tarietj  and  000- 

dition). 

319  HeoaorrboidH. 

330  Fistula  of  Anna. 

331  Hepatitia. 


laflammatio  Ceci  Inteatini, 

Paritypblitia. 

Appendix  Varmiformia  PetfoiatL 

iDteatioB  in  ae  aoaoepta. 
Striotnra  Inteatini. 
StntngnlaliD  Intaatini. 

Heuorrhoidea. 
Fiatala  in  Ano. 
fiepatitia. 
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Begiatry  OolDma. 
333  OirrhonB  of  liTsr. 
223  AbsoMa  of  Livei. 
324  Hypertrophy  of  LiTer. 
3!tG  Atrophy  of  Liver. 

336  F»ttj  liver. 

337  LardaceoQB  IdTor. 
828  OyatB  of  Liver* 
239  Jaundice,  t 

330  InOamiiiAtioD  □(  Qoll   Btsddar 

•nd  Hepatio  Duett. 

331  niaer  of  Gall  Bladder. 
333  OallBtonea  (Biliary  Onlia). 

333  AbsMM  of  PoDoreaa. 
331  Other  diaeaiaa  of  pBDMsaa 
(meotioii  by  nams). 


Latin  Bqnlvalenb, 
CinhoBiB. 
AbBoesenB  Jecoria, 
Uypettrophla  Jeooris. 
Atrophia  Jeooris. 
JeoQT  A:dipoauin. 

"     Laidaoenm. 
Cyatia  Jeooria. 

Tnflammatio  Vedoaln  Fellis  st  Due- 

tanm  Jeooria, 
niaiiB  Vesiooln  FeadenlN  Fellia. 
TraoBltnB  per  Dnotn*   Oalooloram 

FeUeomm. 
Ahaceaaaa  Panoreatu. 


335  PeritoDitiB. 

Peritonitis. 

336  AMiteiLt 

Aaeitea. 

tT  BTBTEM. 

337  Aonte  NephriUa. 

NephritiBaoata. 

338  NspbrU  (inolndiag3right'B 

Nepbria  (Morbas  Brightii). 

and  other  Htrnetoial  dJaeassB 

of  Kidoeya). 

840  Pyelitis. 

PyeUUB. 

Benom  Hydrops. 

843  Gysta  of  Kidney. 

Henam  CyKea. 

Benaa  Lardaeei. 

244  Uovable  Kidney. 

"      Mobiles. 

246  Calcnloa  of  Uretera  (Kephritie 

OoUo).t 

AlbnminaTia. 

H»matnria. 

348  SnpprBBSion  of  Drine.t 

Urina  Soppressa. 

94S  Diabetes  Insipidna. 

Diabetes  Inaipldaa. 

350  CyBtitia. 

CysUtis. 

FiBtnla  Vesioam  inter  et  Intestj 

363  Calcnlna  of  Bladder. 

Calonlos  Vesioa. 

263  Baptnre  of  Bladder.} 

Tesioa  Bopta. 

364  Faralyaiaof  BUdder.t 

Paralysia  Veaion. 

166  BetentioD  ot  UriDS. 

UriniB  Betentfo. 

a-«.*Tm 

1  Sinn  (luM). 

3S6  UrethritU. 

InfUuraatio  ItiDeris  Drinie. 

367  Stricture  of  OrethrE  (apeoify- 

Striotam  lUoeris  TJrinat. 

iDg  canae  if  kuoim). 

358  Urioary  Flatnla. 

Piatnla  Drinrila. 

359  Eilravasation  of  Urine.] 

UrinnSufhuio. 
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Bagistiy  Colmnn. 

0  Impacted  OaloaloB  in  Ursthra. 

1  Prostatitis. 

3  HTpeTtroph;  ot  Pro8tat«. 

3  Hydrooele. 

4  Varioocele. 

5  Hffimntooele. 

6  Bpididjmiitia. 

7  OrobitiB. 


Latio  Bqnivilent. 
CaloQlns  Inherans. 
iDflammatio  aiaaiiDln  Prostatffi. 
Hj^ertTophia  OUndolEe  Prostatte. 
Hydrocele. 
Cirsooelt. 
Hiematooels, 
Epididymitis.  ^ 

Orchitis. 


■t). 


t8  iDflammatioii  of  Utema. 
19  Hetn>PeritanitiB(FelrioParitoa- 
toDitis). 

0  Felrio  Cellnlitia. 

1  Felvio  Heomatooele. 
■a  Hypejifaphy  of  UtsraB. 

3  DispIfMemeut  sod  diatortioD   of 

trtems. 

4  Fibroid  Tnmor  of  Utema,  Poly- 

pus, eta.  (CUas  II). 

5  Ameoorrhrea.] 

6  DyameoorrbtBa.} 

7  UeDorrbaKia.t 
6  UetTorrhagia.} 
9  Inflaiuinatioa  ol  Ovary. 

0  OTariaa  Gyat. 

1  Ovarian  Hernia. 

2  Orarian  Diaplaoement. 

3  FallopiftD  iDQammation. 

"  Abacess). 

4  Vaginitis 

5  Togioal  Fistula. 

6  Ooulnaion    of   Vaccina   (Imper- 

forate Hymen). 

7  TbromboB  VoIvd  (Hraroatoiua). 


Phlegmon e  Peliioa. 
Hematocele  CironmntariDa. 
Hypertiophia  UterL 
Uteriie  Looo  Uotna  et  Distortns. 

Tnmor  Elbrosos  Uteri. 

Amonorrhma. 
Menstroa  Diffioilia. 

"        Immodioa. 
Metrorrhagia. 
Inflammatio  Ovarii. 
Cystia  Ovarii. 
Hernia  Ovarii. 
Ovarinm  Looo  Motnm. 
Salpiogitia. 

(Abaceeana  Tnbi  Fallopiaoi). 
VaginiUa. 
Fistula  in  Vagina. 
Vagina  Oooluaa. 

Thrombna  Valvie. 


AND   0KII.I>-0tBTH. 

288  Abortion.  Abortna. 

289  Premalore  Labor.  Partne  Intempeativas. 
390  Still-birth.  ■  Partna  Emortun*. 

t91  Extra  Uterine  Qeatation  (apeoi-  F<BtiiB  extra  Uternm  Oeatatiu. 

tj  kind— aa  Tabal,  etc.) 
393  Meohanioal  ObBtaoles  to  Eipnl-  Impedimenta    Corporea    Partni    Ob- 

Bion  of  F<Btns  (apeoify  nature       atantia. 

on  part  of  mother,  or  of  child). 

r  Not  to  be  publicly  registered  aa  a  Death  or  s  Birth.  Its  reoorda  are  a«p- 
arately  pieeerrsd.  The  name  Still-birth  is  applicable  only  to  an  infant  that 
nerac  breathed. 
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Bdgisttj  ColaDio. 
3  Bnptara  of  Dtenu. 
i  iDrermon  of  the  Dteros. 
S  B«t«iitioD  of  PlaoBUta. 
S  HemoTThkgB. 

(a)  Plaoeala  Previa. 

(b)  Aooidental. 

7  Poat-putnm  Hemorrhage. 

B  Milk  Fever. 

9  AbaosM  of  the  Br^aat.' 

a  Pnerpena  Peliio  OeUuUtii. 

1  Pelrio  and  lUiao  Abaoess. 

1  Pnerparal  Uetrilia. 

SI       "  Peritonitis. 

i        "  Hetro-FeritonitiB. 

5        "  Iiympluuigitia. 

S       "  Pynmia. 

7       "  SeptioamiB. 

B        "  Favar  [Metria]  i  (se 

CUmI). 
9       "  Phlebitia. 

0  (Phl^maaia  Doleos). 

1  Pnerparal  CoDTulaioas. 
3        "  InMoity. 

3  Sodden  Death  after  DeliTery.  1 


31i  Ostitis.  OsUtis.  ' 

316  Perioetitia.  Periostitis. 
31S  Osteo-H^elitia.  Oataomyelitia. 

317  Ouies.  Cariea. 

318  Necrosis.  NeorosiB. 

319  Hollltiaa  Osalam.  Oaaiam  Hollities. 
390  lUcttitia.  t  RaoUtU. 

331  Sjrnovitis  (state  if  Arthritio).        Inflammatio  Sjnovalls. 

333  Degeneration  of  Oartiiage  and    GartilaginisetSiimaiomniOaBiiini  Ar- 

ArticTtlar  Snrfaoes.  tianlariam  Dageneiatio. 

iThis  noaologioal  term,  in  whloh  is  frequently  inoladed  one,  several,  or 
all  of  the  foregoing  six  pathologioal  oouditlons,  is  retained  among  tha  ape- 
oiflo  tebrila  aSeotioos  or  infections  diseaseB,  for  the  present.  Mtiria  is  an 
BoOBptad  and  appropriate  name  to  be  employed  in  any  oertiBoate  and  reg- 
istry of  a  fatal  puerperal  disease  which  m  oomprisea  aeveral  of  these 
ennmarat«d  pathological  oonditionB  that  no  one  or  two  of  tham  shonld  be 
charged  with  oansing  the  death,  Mthia  ia,  under  anoh  circamBtanoes,  a 
moat  eorreol  name  for  tha  record  of  the  oaose  ol  death;  as  it  also  is  for 
simple  Puerperal  FeTCt. 

State  known  uaase,  Bucb  aa  Shook,  Entrance  of  Air  into  Uterine  Veins, 
'Hiromboas,  Embolism,  etc. 


Latin  Eqaivalent. 
Ui^ari  Diraptio. 
Dteras  luversas. 
Secnndaram  Batantio, 
Hranonbagia, 

(o)  flecondis  pnBviis. 

(b)  Fortnita. 
Hwmorrhagia  post  partam. 
Lnctantium  Febris. 
MaiuEaa  Fteminn  Abaoeasns. 
Poerpeiamm  Phlegmone  Pelvlea. 
Ilinonm  et  Pelvia  Absaeeans. 
Pnerperaram  Metritis. 

"  Peritonitie. 

"  Hetroperitonilia. 

"  Lympbangitia. 

Py»mi«. 

"  Septionmia. 

■■  Febria. 

"  PfalebiUs. 

Phlegmasia  Doleni.  '' 

Paerperaram  Eeiarapsis. 

Mors  Eepentina  post  Fartnm, 
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Bsgiitry  Colamn. 
3  Pmm    AbBO«M    (Lumbar,   and 

otben  of  Spiott.) 
i  Cftries  and  NmiroaU  of  SpiD«. 
S  Augnlar    Cnivatnra    of    Bpine 

(Pott's  Diwam). 
8  Atrophjr  (meDtioa  put). 
7  Fatty  DegsDsration  of  HnMla. 
S  luflunniBtioii  of   Cellnlar  Tia- 

ane  (Cellalitu>. 


Latin  EquiTslent. 
AbHoeasoH  Piui&diol  (ImnbarM  aliqns). 

CariM  et  Keoroaia  Spine. 
DeformltSB  Angolaru  Spion. 

Atrophia. 

MDaonlomm  D^eoiratio  Adipou. 

iDflrimmatio  UembraoM  Cellnlosa. 


Phleemon. 

Erysipelaa  PhlegmoDodeiL 

Slongh  (menUon  the  part). 

SphsoelQs. 

HerpsB  Zoster. 

Herpw  Zoster. 

Lioben. 

Lioben. 

Prurigo. 

Pompholix. 

" 

Impetigo. 

Ecthyma. 

Ecthyma. 

Eouma. 

Eoiema. 

Dermatitis  {from  Burn,  Poiajn. 

or  Wound). 

PitTriuisBnbra. 

Pityriasis  Rubra. 

Forancle  (Boil), 

FnranoolQB. 

GarbDDole  (Anthrai) 

nioer. 

Dleiu.              , 

Sderoderma. 

Keloid. 

Keloid. 

LnpM. 

Lnpas. 

Leprosy. 

1^ 

Lspra. 

Yaws. 

UoniU. 

i. 

Barooma  Cutis. 

GaroiaomBGntis. 

IT.      DEVELOPMENTAL  DISEASES. 

3M  Immaturity  at   Birth   (Prem»-  Partna  Intern peativas. 
tnre  Birth.' 

356  HemoTThnf[e  from  UmbilioDa.  Hemorrhagia  Umbilica.  * 
350  Old  age.  Senectus. 

357  Debility.  ImbeoiUilM. 

(and  others,  as  certified). 

■  No.  290  iStUI-bJrth)  applies  to  au  infant  deadiom;  361  (Immaturity  a) 
birth)  applies  only  to  an  infant,  however  premature,  Ibat  baa  breathed. 
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8TATISTI0AL  N01UN0L&.TDBB  OF  CAUSES  OF  DBATH. 
T.      POIBONB.' 


Eet^trjr  Colomn. 

Latin  EqniTalent 

3&e  Anenie. 

35S  Ubtchtj. 

360  Antimon;. 

ADtimoDinm. 

861  Copper  (ulta). 

Salaa  Cnpri. 

363  ChromiDiD  (ulU). 

"    ChromU. 

163  Zino  liUla). 

■'    Zinoi. 

364  L«ad  (Lead  Colio,  PalBjr). 

Plambam. 

366  BilT«i. 

366  boD. 

Fermm. 

367  Biamnth. 

H  ouima  ti.»n.i»i  uii>  AixALm  OAun. 

Salee-AromonU. 

369  PotMb  (ulta). 

"    PotaaaiB. 

370  Soda  (Mlta).    , 

'■    8od«. 

371  Ume. 

Cell. 

BT  MmUXIIDB. 

373  Bromine. 

Bromnm. 

375  Iodine. 

lodnm. 

374  Phoaphoma. 

Plioaphoma. 

BT 

Acroa. 

376  Nitrio. 

Aaidam  Nitricnm. 

376  Snlphuno. 

877  Mnriatio. 

378  Phoephorie. 

"        Phoaphorionm. 

37»  Oialio. 

"       Oialicam. 

380Tartuia 

*■       Tartariomn. 

0  BVBSTUIOn. 

Alcohol. 

aooa,  DeliriQin  Tremaiuf.i 

3S2  Aniline. 

Analina. 

383  Carbolic  Acid. 

Acidum  Catbolionm. 

3M  Chloral-Hydrate. 

Cbloralam  Hydratnm. 

386  Hydrooyanio  Aaid(Pnusia  Aid) 

CbloralDm  HydrooyaDicnni. 

I  Vniatever  tbe  poiaon  need,  apeuify  the  kind,  and  state  if  anicidaL 
Other  poiaona  than  thoee  in  thia  list  will  be  ocoaaioDall;  amplojed,  and 
mnat  be  apeeifiad  in  Death  Oertiflcatea.     . 

iTbeae  three  oanaea  of  death,  tbongb  literally  injuries,  arc  oatnrally  claaaad 
among  reenlta  of  Erron  of  Diet,  under  DiTiaioo  B  of  Class  II. 
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K^strj  Colnmn.  L&tin  Elqnivaleat 

386  Mitro-Olyoerine.  Nitroglycerioe. 

(AD7  other  oi^oio  HiibHtaDiie,  <.  g.  Tnrpentiae,  Petrolenni,  BeoEiae,  eto., 
will  ba  oertifted  bj  the  ooDiinoD  name  when  it  OADBes  deatik]. 


387  Opium. 

388  Aconite. 

389  BelladonDa. 

390  Stmnouiom. 

391  Digitalis. 

392  Lobelia. 

393  Elaterinm. 
391  Jaborandi. 

395  Ergot 

396  Tobacoo. 

397  Km  Vomica  or  (Stryohi 

398  PoisonouB  Fangi 
(and  othera,  aa  certified,  e.  y.  Absinth,  Camphi 

Savin  and  Woorara). 


Opium. 

Acouitnm. 

Belladonna. 

Stramoninm. 

Digitalis. 

Lobelia  Id  Data. 

Elateriam. 

Jaborandi. 

Ergota. 

Tobacam. 

Ndi  Vomioa  (htrycbnia). 

Fnngi  Vanenati. 

Hfosofamne 


399  Hpanieh  Fl;.  OaDtham. 

400  IJiseaBed  and  PuiBonoaa  Ueat.  Caro  Uorbida, 

401  PoisonoDB  Fisb.  Piseea  Venenoai. 
4m  PoiBonoDB  Milk.  Lao  VeneDOinm. 
403  PoiaonaQH  Cbeesa  Casens  Venenoeus. 

(and  others,  as  oertifiod). 


404  UoalQas. 

405  CarboDio  oxide. 

406  Chloroform. 

407  Ether  and  other  Ana^tbetics. 

408  Arnmoiiia. 

409  Chlorine. 

410  Hoxions  EtHoTia.. 

411  Salphide  of 


Carboois  Vapor. 
Oiidam  Carbon  ion  m. 
Chloroformi  Vapor. 
yEtheria  Vapor. 
AmmoDiu. 
Cbloram, 

Eibalationea  Noxise. 
AnimoDia  Solphurata. 
(and  others,  as  certifled,  «.  y.  Oarbonia  Acid,  Cyanogen,  Nitric  Vapors. 
Arseninretted  Hydrogen,  Gasoline  aod  other  Petroleum  Vapors,  eto|. 


413  By  Veoomoas  Animals  (Snakes,    Ei  Animalibna  Venenatia. 

Stinging  Insects,  etc) 
413  By  dead  Animal  Matter,  Ex  Aoimaliam  Uortnronm. 

(and  othera,  e,  g.  by  morbid  secretions,  by  vegetable  and  mineral  snb- 

Btanoea,  aa  cartiSed). 
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Begiatry  Coloinii. 
114  Bdto»  aod  SoBlda.1 
ilS  Effects  of  Gold. 

416  SnSoeation  (by ). 

417  Drowning  (Aocidentel). 
4IB.  LightoiDR  Sbroke. 

419  Bleotnckl  Shook  (from ). 

430.  SanHtroke  (inolnding  beat- 

431  EiUed  bj  TehiolM  in  tbs 

Strseti  (canung ). 

433  Killed  by  B«iln>ad  Aooideots. 

433  ESeoto  of  eiosasive  eiertion 

and  atiaiiLi 

434  Killed  by  exploeiooi  of  — . 
426  Sarteit.1 

436  Starvation.* 

437  Want  of  Breaat  Milk. 

438  Exposore  (to ). 

439  Neglect., 

430  Fraotnres  and  CoDtoaioDBi 

(mention  part). 

431  ChemiCBl  injary,!  (by ). 

432  Foreign  Bodies  (in  —— ). 

433  Wonndi  (of ) 

434  Oanshot  (in  and  by ). 

4S6  Bnptnrsi  (of ). 

436  Dislocation  (of meotioo 

joint  and  kind). 

437  Snioidfl  (by '. 

438  Unieide  (by  Dmlrning). 

439  Soioide  (by  poiioo  by  — ). 

440  Homicide  (by ). 

441  Exeontioo  (Hanging). 
[Others  may  be  oertifled, 


Latin  Eqnivalent 
Ambaata. 

Inotimmoda  es  Frigore. 
Asphyxia. 
DemetBio. 
Fnlmiiiii  lotna. 
Imp  etna  Electrions. 
lusolatio  (Solis  lotna.) 


la  et  iotentioois  effeettui. 


Bxpoaito. 

iDOuria. 

Fraotnra  et  (joatosniu. 

Injnris  Obemicie. 
Corpora  Adventitia. 

Volnns  ex  Tormentohim  Pilis. 

Dimptio  . 

Loco  Motn  OaiM. 

ttaicidnm. 

Hnicidnm  Demersornm. 
Snioidum  ex  Teneno. 
Homicidnin. 
Snpplioinm  legale. 
Multiple  Injnry,  PriTation,  Exhanation 


and  abook,  vbiob  ahonld  be  explained  as  oertifled.] 

iWhateTBT  the  mode  oE  injury,  mention,  the  parts  fat»Uy  injured,  and 
specify  the  agent  or  instrument. 

iThese  three  oansos  of  death,  though  BteraUy  fn>tiriM,  are  naturrily 
okssed  among  Beaolta  ot  Errors  of  Diet,  under  Division  B  of  Olaaa  II. 

(This  kind  of  injury  may  so  affect  the  MusouUr  and  Cironlatory  Hystems. 
or  the  Brain  and  Nervoi.a  S|iBtem,  that  one  or  all  of  them  wiU  be  tbe  part 
ot  parts  which  fataUy  suffer.  Bven  UoDtal  and  Bmotiooal  Strain  may  sot 
fatally  by  effects  prodnoed  on  the  Nervous  and  Ciroalatory  Sjatema. 
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-  B^stry  ColamD.  Latin  Eqnivoleul. 

142  ParaceDtiais  o( .  Paraceotiaia. 

413  Aitiaoial  Deliver;  (CraDiotomy).  Opera  Obetetrioa  (OnuiiotomU). 

444  OvarioUlm;.  .  Ovarii  Ezseclio. 

446  Arapatatiou  [of ),  Ampntatio. 

446  Ligatme  of  Arteriea.  Ligaturea  Arterianun. 

417  Lithotomj.  Litbolomia. 

44B  TraoheoloDi;.  Traobeolomia. 

449  Removal  of  Tumor  (from ).  Detraotio  Tamomm. 

450  Urelhotomy.  Uretlirotoiiiia. 

461  Abdominal  Section  (tor >.        aectio  Abdominis. 

[and  others,  as  certified]. 

Tin.   HUHAN  PABABITES. 

462  Tienia.  Ttenia. 

463  ABOoraa  Lnmbneoldea.  Asoarana  Lnmbriooidea. 

464  EohiDOCOCcmi  (Hydatid).  Ecbinocooaaa. 
466  Triobina  Hpiralis.  Tricbina  Spiralis. 

(Triobinoeie).  (Tricbinosia). 

[Aod  otben,  as  certified.  The  Oidenm  Albicans  in  ThrDab  and  tb« 
AcborioD  bcbonleini  in  Favna  ore  eiampleeof  luDgone paraailes]. 

IZ.   OONQENTTAL   HALFOBMATIONS. 

[It  is  jnsUfiable  for  tbs  name  of  this  class  to  be  registered  as  the  Canse  of 
Death,  yet  tbe  Medical  Certificate  should  define  the  malfoimatioD  in  aocord- 
ance  with  tbia  list.  It  is  also  jnetiflable  for  the  physioian  to  certify  in 
vorda,  Prattr-ntitiiral  Birih,  when  tbe  matformation  cauees  tbe  death  of  tbe 
child,  or  tbe  death  of  tbe  ibother.  The  rogiater  ahould.  when  proper, 
record  what  are  the  parts  malformed.  It  ia  always  jiutiflabte  to  maketbeaa 
specifio  descriptions,  in  Latio,  as  belov.] 

466  Head  absent  or  rudimentary.  Capnt  ant  nollam  ant  mde. 

467  Brain  absent  or  incompletely         Cerebrnm  defeotnm  vel  minni.  abac- 

developed,  lutnm. 

158  Spinal  oord  absent  or  imperfect.  Medalla  SpinieaTit  nulla  aat  incoboata 

469  Heart  defficieat  or  imperfectly  Cor  detectam  vel  imperfeotnm. 

developed. 

460  Cardiac  valves  imperfect.  Cordis  Valvie  imperfeota. 

461  Foramen  ovale  persistent,  or  Foramen  ovale  a  parto  patens,  ant 

prematurely  closed.  priemntDre  dansam. 

462  Dactna  arterioeua  pervioos,  or      Ductna  arteriosus  a  partn  ptrrvins,  aat 

prematurely  cloaed.  priematura  olansiu. 

463  Lung  absent.  PalmonamDefeotio. 

464  Larynx  and  trachea  abaeut  or        Larynx  et  Trachea  aut   nollB  ant  in- 

imperfect,  inchoala. 

465  CEsophagiis  impervious.  (Esopbagns  impervias. 

466  Intestine  imperviauH  or  deficient.  IntestJna  impervia  Tel  deficientia. 
167  Anns  imperforate.  Anns  impervias. 
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lUgistiy  Colnmn.  LaUn  BqainleoL 

468  Biliu7  dacbtimpervioaB.  Duotna  Jeooru  ini|>etTU. 

469  KidnsTH  absenL  DefMtio  Bennm. 

470  Uc«tera  abBent  or  imp«rvioD*.  Uretsres  ant  niilU  anl  impervu. 

471  UraohnB  psTaiHt«nt.  Urachna  pentsoB. 

47a  Utema  or  vagiDa  sbseot.  Defeotio  Uteri  vel  Vaginn. 

473  Fissure  of  abdominal  walla  (in-    Fiaaiuft  AbdomiDia. 

cloding  hypoapadia). 

474  Spina  biQda,  Spins  bifida. 

(And  othera,  aa  oertifisd). 

X.   SDDDEN   death: — GAUBE  XINASCBBTAINED. 
476.  [HegiBter  and  report  under  tbe  name  <f  thii  daas ;  also  add  the  esaen- 
tial  facta  aa  given  in  Coroner's  or  Hedioal  Setnm.] 


DO  vox  01V8B  OB  DKJCOTLI  OOXTKIBOTB  TO   HOftTAUTT. 

It  ia  highly  important  that  in  faoapitala  and  InfirmarieB,  and  in  the  aoien- 
tiflc  recorda  of  Hedioal  and  Snrgicol  Practioe,  there  should  be  not  only  a 
good  degree  ot  aoitormity  and  comparability,  bat  snob  studied  pteoision 
in  the  use  of  uoaologioal  terma  aa  will  impart  a  permanent  and  high  value 
to  all  reoorda  ot  medical  and  surgical  observation  and  eiperience.  The 
revised  Noraeudatnre  of  the  Ro;al  College  of  Physicians  will  promote  this 
reanit;  therefore  the  volume  sbonld  be  aooessible  to  every  medical  instita- 
tion.  It  oontains  nearly  five  times  aa  many  namesas  this  StatistioalNomen- 
olatnre,  which  is  derived  from,  and  in  harmony  with  it. 

The  foregoing  tabnlated  lists  present  the  Stntistioal  Nomonolature  of  the 
CnoBes  of  Death,  so  selected,  and  arranged  aa  (o  promote  the  desired  accu- 
racy and  nnilormity  in  certifying  nnd  registering  them.  The  objecta  in 
view  will  be  attained  jnat  so  far  as  these  lists  facilitate  the  duties  of  the 
Miysioian  in  certifying,  and  the  Begistry  Officer  in  correctly  registering,  the 
Causes  of  Mortality,  while  indnoing  such  precision  in  the  identification  and 
reoorda  of  human  maladiea,  as  shall  inoreBse  our  knowledge  and  oootrol 
of  tbem.  • 


The  Statistical  Nomendatnre  in  use  in  our  country  and  England  the  past 
forty  years,  which  was  basedvpon  mixed  conceptions  of  modes  and  agenciM 
of  caoaation  and  of  pathological  and  anatomical  reanlts,  having  proved  how 
impossible  it  is  to  avoid  oonfasion  and  error  in  giving  names  to  a  great 
number  of  the  oanaeB  of  mortality,  we  need  to  notice  in  ndng  the  present 
reformed  Nomeuclalure  that  the  classification  and  names  ot  Causes  of 
Death  are  to  be  held  with  a  fleiible  regard  to  broadest  vicwa  and  latest 
advances  ot  knowledge  ot  the  causation,  progress  and  consequencea  of 
Fatholi^cal  Processes  and  Morbid  Conditions.  The  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians' Committee  on  the  revision  now  about  to  be  publisbed,  remark  con- 
cerning the  Four  Oroupa  of  Causes,  preceding  the  tabulated  Nomenolatnre, 
that 
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"Oroap  A  oontei&s  nz  nb-gronps.  Th«  flnt  and  most  tTpioal  oompre- 
hends  the  Eiknthemftta,  wiih  othar  spaoifle  febrila  diaeasea,  oloaaly  reaem- 
Uing  them  ;  t^  aeoond  embraoea  (our  Diarrbceal  disaaaea  ;  tba  third 
Maluial  favara ;  the  toorth  Febrile  diaea^ea  oommanioable  from  animals  to 
man ;  the  ftfth  Veneral  disaaaea  ;  tbe  sixth  Septic  disaaaea. 

"Qronp  B  oontaiDa  fooi  snb-firoiipB  of  disease*  prodnoed  by  pBrssilee, 
polaona,  injoriea,  and  emra  of  diet  raapeotiTalj. 

"Qnmp  0  ia  not  anbdlTided. 

"In  group  D  linee  are  oaed  (o  Indicate  oBUmoes,  or  imlaiUm." 

That  eommittee  goaa  on  to  aay,  "  In  elTsatira  are  boand  to  oonfaaa  that 
the  deseripUon  of  Qronp  k,  tor  example,  doea  Dot  aooarslel;  ooter  nit  tbe 
OoulfeDta.  The  daaoription  ratber  appUee  to  aome  name*  which  are  tjpe- 
forma — oentrea  of  a  ajatem— the  reat  are  gathered  ronnd  theae  in  many 
degreea  of  neameas  and  diatance^  in  maaj  oases  their  retention  in  this  sya- 
tein  being  jnstiBed  only  by  their  being  nearer  to  its  oentre  than  to  the 
oantre  of  any  other.        ••■•••• 

"The  aaotion  Ibos  formed  and  conatitoted  doea  not  inolnde  many  morbid 
Btatea  or  prooeaaes  which  are  often  fonad  existing  in  aerend  parts  of  the 
body  at  one  time.  We  may  oita  AtflammaHon  aa  anah  a  one.  Under  tbe 
system  by  irhioh  one  nominal  retnro  reoords  each  death,  a  ease  in  which 
several  parts  have  been  affected  by  iDflammalion,— bj  way  of  example, 
being,  pleura  and  perioardiam,  -will,  if  it  prove  fatal,  appear  sa  a  oaaeof 
inflammaboQ  of  only  one  of  those  parta — will  appear  aa  pnenmania  or 
pleDra-pDenmonia  or  plenrilia,  or  pericarditis,  aeoording  to  the  apparent!; 
predominant  share  token  bj  any  of  the  inftammationa  in  oauaing  the  death. 
U  li)ftammalioa  were  added  to  the  liat  of  what  we 'may  oall  for  brevity's 
sake  *  Qeneral  Diaeaaea,'  and  tbe  return  were  to  be  made  nndcr  that  head, 
the  information  ooareyed  would  still  be  imporfsot,  and  vagneness  in  retotna 
wonld  be  fostered.  Bat  in  hoapital  reporta  it  ia  most  desirable  that  the 
oioet  diatribntion  of  moltiple  ioflammstions  should  be  reoorded.  We 
have,  therefore,  prepared  an  addition  table  of  *  Uorbid  States  and  Pro- 
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Hypertrophy. 

Atrophy. 

Hypenemia. 

d.  Active. 

b.  PaasiTe. 
Hemorrhage. 
Antemia. 
Dropsy, 
loflammation. 

Serons  eftnaion. 

Flaatio  eSnaion. 


Soppnratfon. 


Degeneration. 
d.  FaUy. 
b.  Calcaraona. 
c  Fibroid. 
d.  Mnoona. 
a.  CoUoid. 
/.  Lardsoeons. 
New  Qrowth. 
Cyat-formatioD. 
Tnberonlosis. 
Foreign  Bodiea. 
WoDods. 

Hechanioal  affeotiona. 
a.  Displacement  (dis- 
location.) 


«.  Compreaaion. 

/.  Flagging  (impao- 

g.  Perforation. 

k.  LoceratioD. 

i.  Bnptnre. 

J.  Fraotnre. 
Oonoretion. 
Calonlna. 
Coagnlam. 

Errors  of  Development. 
Malformation. 
Disorders  of  Fonetioo. 

a.  Eicesa. 

b.  Detect 
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Ulocrotion  (oairiw).  b.  Dilatatioii.  c.  PerrerBioD. 

OftDgTeQe  (DMnwiB).  c.  Oontraation. 

OioatriHtioa.  d  Btriotnrs.  Pusaitii 


From  this  list  of  mere  nuDW  at  mortld  slatiM  onif  pathaloguxilprootaata  lbs 
foot  IB  obviom  that  they  voold  bul  lo  meet  the  most  eaaeu^  qaeetion 
vbicb  the  legiBtera of  niorUdUj Bhonld  naireotl;  BUBwer,  viz:  "Wbj  did 
thin  m&n,  this  woaaD,  this  child  die  ?"  Thia  is  the  flrat  qneation  that  \b 
asked  tor  BBiiitarj  or  other  nselnl  or  jndioial  purposes,  Bod  throoghont  the 
oommon wealth  it  will  be  most  intelligibl;  answered  In  the  terms  now 
adopted  by  oommen  oonsenl  in  the  STslematie  Komeoolatnre  presented  in 
these  pBgea,  for  the  ByH(«in  and  the  lelected  terms  here  adopted  are  de- 
signed to  diseloee  snab  ot  the  eBsentisI  facta  in  the  oauaation  and  fatal  oir- 
camslanoes  of  the  morbid  prooessea  or  states  as  shall  eomcUg  and  uilA  full 
mtatang  caiify  Iht  Oattset  q^  Dtallt.  Saob  was  the  excellent  pnrpose  of  the 
Iste  Dr.  Wm.  Farr,  the  foaoder  of  the  English  Begieti?  System,  and  anoh 
the  deaigD  of  Professor  Virohow  and  Professor  Beneke,  who  endeavored  lo 
establish  correct  pathologioal  knowledge  in  their  published  Nomeaclatares. 
The  recent  reTisions  of  the  Boyal  College  of  PbyEiciana'  Committee,  as 
adopted  in  thia  condensed  arrangement  of  the  itatlstioal  Nomenclature, 
present  the  best  accepted  basis  for  the  pnrposes  of  public  Aegistretion  of 
Deaths  as  designed  by  the  varions  great  contribntors  to  the  science  and 
asea  of  Vital  StatistioB  and  Pnblio  Hygiene. 

strpFunnxTAXT  nwMmunixnt. — snaoBSTioHa  jUid  xxshvUkTmna. 

The  oerti^Dg  physician  and  the  registry  clerk  alike  have  to  ask  the 
question,  "What  is  the  Chief  and  Determining  Cause  of  the  Death  which 
Hbonld  be  publicly  registered  ?"  Coroners,  magistrates,  and  occasionally  an 
attending  physician, 'ma;  report  tbespeoial  oircnmstancea  or  cansatite  con- 
ditions of  the  fatal  event ;  and  in  all  sacb  oases  the  oompetent  Health 
Officer  endeavors  to  determine  and  report  the  "Chief  Determining  Cause  " 
before  the  oertifloate  or  verdict  is  attested  and  registered. 

Oorutcutivt  and  oOur  (bnfributing  Omua  qf  iJeolA.— These  may  be  highly 
important,  and  may  precede  as  well  sa  follow  the  banning  of  the  Ohiet 
Canse.  It  is  in  cases  when  ao  important  as  lo  be  neoesBaiy  to  a  oorreot  and 
pablioly  nsefnl  record  of  fatality,  that  these  Contribating  Cansea  shonld  be 
entered  in  the  death  certiGcates.  In  certain  instances  all  the  Canses  are 
,  reported  as  merely  contiibnting  to  the  fatal  reanlt.  Even  the  fatal 
Sj/tajilom,  in  oertaio  oases,  nay  be  the  moat  definite,  or  the  only  Oaose 
reported,  and  it  may  be  aooepted  as  a  sufficient  or  jnatifinbla  record.  Yet 
BDch  Symptoms  shonld  be  oertiQed,  when  practicable,  in  connection  with 
known  Gontribntlng  Canses  or  the  Chief  Canse  of  fatality.  Bnt  the  fatal 
Symptom  will,  in  some  cases,  when  more  aocorate  iDformation  is  wanting, 
be  qnite  worthy  of  the  pabllc  record.  The  Statistical  NomencUtnie  con- 
tains the  names  of  the  most  essential  ones,  classified  in  the  Oronps  of 
Cansea  to  which  they  are  liable  lo  pertain.  OonmMons,  Syyioopt,  ABnanin- 
orio,  Dnypty,  etc.,  are  eiamplee.  These  symptoma,  as  thns  aaaooialed  with 
fatalit;,  entered  in  the  for^^ing  claaaifled  list,  are  mostly  indicated  by  af. 
If  the  eueotisl  Cause  of  the  fatal  Symptom,  thns  recorded,  ia  not  disclosed, 
the  pnblio  Begiatery  of  the  Canaea  ot  Death  In  anch  cases  Is  not  perteot, 
Ihoo^  it  may  be  qnite  intelligible. 
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Spa^  Morbid  Proot»$a  and  Ute  Porta  (f  tlu  Body  fn  vMA  Itejf  ooow.— 
Each  of  the  48  Uoibid  Htates  and  pmeessM,  as  eDnmerBt«d  on  the  preoed- 
ing  p^«,  togetber  with  Bome  300  well-nunad  Maladies  whloh  take  tank 
Bcientifloallj  under  theme  general  pathologiosl  and  tecbaical  heads,  haTS 
preoiae  and  praotioal  Bigoifioanoe  only  when  eipressed  and  applied  in  dose 
ooDneotion  with  the  names  of  particular  Parts  of  the  Body  that  thus  be 
Dome  the  fatal  «eata  of  tbe  Cansea  ao  apecifloally  entitled.  Therefore  the 
oertdQcBtea  of  Caneee  of  Death  mnat  not  make  eoah  a  (allaoioaa  use  of  mere 
abstract  namea  ot  "  Morbid  States  and  Proceasae  "  aa  to  fail  to  discloae  the 
octnal  CuDsea  and  Uodes  of  Death.  Dndei  the  abatiaot  terms  New  Growth 
and  DegeoeratioQ,  the  more  definite  names,  Canoer,  S;philia  and  Tnberde 
are  ranked,  and  each  of  these  three  diaoaaee.  in  tnm,  may  prodaoe  fatal 
reanlta  nnder  more  (ban  flft;  separate  forma  and  titlea  of  Cansea  of  Death  ; 
tboQgh  BB  reapects  Syphilis  and  Tnbercle  they  may  ofleaer  be  oertifled  as 
Contributing  than  as  Chief  Canses,'  and  oftener  still  are  not  mentioned  in 
the  records  ;  while  "Bright's  Disease,"  so  called,  oomprises  no  leas  than 
sixteen  weU-eotitled  terms  for  oertifyiog  Ave  or  sii  diseases  affecting  the 
kidneys.  These  (acts  show  why  the  certifying  Physiciain  and  the  Begiitry 
Officer,  while  employing  a  conrenjent  bnt  inanffioient  general  title  of  a 
fatal  resolt  of  disease,  need  (o  add  a  more  definitive  and  explanatory  term, 
in  many  a  case  of  Death, 

RDLXS   TO  AID  JH   PUnCTINO  TBB  saoOBOB  Ot  ClOSXS  OW  DB4TB,  XOBT  UIBIA 


AaotDEKT  OB  CiSDujTi,  being  certified,  shonld  have  its  cause  or  oatnre, 

and  the  nature  of  the  falsi  injury  attested  also. 
Anscms,  being  certified,  ahonld  have  its  location  and  oanee  given. 
A1.BDIUHUBU,  being  certified,  shonld  have  the  attendant  disease  or  oondi- 

tions  given. 
Amfotatiok,  being  certified,  ahonld  have  what  part,  and  for  what  oanse 

given. 
ANinniBH,  being  certified,  shonld  have  its  kind,  the  veeael  affected,  and 

mode  of  death  given. 
Asciras  oB  Dbopsy,  being  certified,  should  have  canae,  if  known,  given. 
AapiiTxu,  being  certified,  shonld  have  oause  or  oiroausttuices  given. 
AsiHuu,  being  certified,  shonld  have  canae,  kind,  or  reanlta  given. 
Bbiobt'b  Duuai,  being  certified,  should  have  mode  of  death,  or  auy 

known  oanse,  given. 
BusHs  AMD  ScAX,iis,  being  certified,  should  have  what  parts,  and  by  what, 

given. 
Cblluuhs,  being  certified,  shonld  have  what  parts  and  cansea  given. 
Cbbkbbo-Spibai,  HudNQms,  being  certified,  sUte  whether  "Cerebro-Spioal 

Fever,"  or  if  other  kind,  give  the  oanse. 
CEHJi-aaTB,  being  certified,  ahonld  have  what  cause  and  mode  of  dealh 

CiMCBB,  being  certified,  should  have  its  seat  and  kind  given. 

Calcolds,  being  certified,  should  have  its  kind,  mode  of  death,  and  if  aR«r 

operation,  given. 
Cabbumcui,  being  oertifled,  should  have  location  and  the  mode  of  death 

given. 
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OoHTULRONe,  being  eertlfl«d,  should,  if  poBsible,  luTe  rarist;  (Epileptic, 

Pnerperul  or  Unemio),  gifSD. 
Dvnirno)!,  being  certified,  Bhonld  have  mode  of  dcRtfa,  accompanied  by 

what  oaoBe  giTen. 
Dnura  oy  Hubt,  beiog  ceTt)B»d,  sbonld  meotion  TslveB,  or  other  parts 

iDToWed  ;  and  the  varletj  given. 
EirmiTt*,  OiBTum,  ob  OAarBO-GimBmB,  being  osrtifled,  shoald  have 

eaaaea  if  known,  and  whether  Dianhcea,  given. 
EBntpBi.u,  being  certified,  ehoold  have  caoHe  and  Beat  given. 
Eu-LOMOH,  being  oeTtlBed,  abonld  state  oanse  and  resiilts. 
Fbvbb,  being  oertified,  should  have  kiod  and  known  oanses  given. 
Fbaotubih,  being  certified,  should  have  what  bone  and  if  compound,  oom- 

minnted,  or  simple,  with  mode  of  death  given. 
Oanobdib,  being  oertified,  shonid  have  canies  and  parts  given. 
Hebhu,  being  oertified,  shonid  faavo  kiud.  mode  of  death,  and  it  an;  op«T- 

aUoD,  given. 
Hkkobbbaob,  being  oertified,  shonid  have  the  veasela,  or  seat  of,  and  oanses 

given. 
Jaumdici,  being  certified,  ebonld  have  cansee,  if  known,  given. 
MtitBit  um  Mti..«m.  Fbvsb,  being  certified,  ehoold  state  variety  (Inter- 
mittent, Remittent,  Pemioioni  or  Qnotidian). 
UAI.MBIIATIOH,  being  certlOed,  ahonld  buve  variety,  and  if  eongenital  given. 
Uauohavt  PnsTDi^,  being  certified,  should   have  location  and  oansea 

given. 
HiNU,  boing  oertified,  shonid  have  kind,  known  csnses,  and  mode  of 

death  given. 
MnnHoiTiB,  being  oerlifled,  should  hnve  whether  Himple,  Tabercnlar,  or 

Tranmatio,  given. 
Usnum,  being  certified,  shoald    have    variety  and  cause,  and  whether 

puerperal,  given. 
Nboubib  (urn  Oisna),  being  oertified,  shonid  have  scat,  original  oanse,  and 

mode  of  death  giveo. 
OvABUtr  TciioB,  being  certified,  should  have  mode  of  death,  whether  oper- 
ation, given. 
PABU.TS1S,  being  certified,  shonid  have  kind  and  known  cause  0*en. 
Pkutokitib,  being  oertified,  should  have  Simple,  Pnerperal,Traamatic  (and 

how  produced),  given. 
Pblbbitib,  being  oertified,  should  have  oanse,  variety  and  seat  given. 
PoiaoK,  being  oertified,  should  have  by  what,  and  if  aocidental,  suicidal, 
or  homicidal  given. 
PiTTXiD  Sobs  TtauoAt,  should  specify  (not  Scarlatinal  or  Diphtheritic),  If 

Quinsy  or  Sloughing  Tonsilitis, 
Uiuib-Pol,  being  certified,  shonid  have  if,  and  when  patient  was  vaod- 

nai«d  given. 
SiTBius,  being  certified,  should  have,  variety  or  stage,  and  chief  location; 

with  the  mode  of  death  given. 
Tnunm,  being  certified,  shonid  have  Idiopathic;  or,   if  Tranmatio,— the 

nature  of  injury  given. 
TuvmaciMoiD  Tubbbohumu,  being  oertified,  sbonld  have  what  parts  at' 
feoted;  with  the  mode  of  death  given. 
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TvMox,  being  owUfled,  aboald  have  variety  Mid  loootioD  <«««  list);  and 

mode  of  death,  giT«D. 
Ui-oBita  aud  Ui^ciaATioit,  being  oertifled,  abonld  bav«  iiBtDrs  and  looftUoD; 

and  mode  o(  death,  giveo. 
Dbxmu,  being  eettifisd,  Bhonld  have  vhat  oaoM;  and  aaaooiated  with  what 

diaeaaea  and  cooditioni,  given. 
WooNVB,  being  oertified,  abonld  have  what  parts;  natore  or  kind,  and  by 

what,  given. 
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Months,  Ages,  Locaiilies./or  State  nf  Alabama,  1884. 
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Annual  Report  of  Deatha  by  Cavaea,  Coton,  Saia, 
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